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DESCRIPTIVE  LIST  OF  EAST  INDIA 
POSTAGE    STAMPS. 

BY  COLONEL   G.   B.   MAINWARING,    B.S  C. 

[The  value  of  this  authentic  record,  com- 
piled by  Col.  Mainwaring,  at  Darjeeling,  in 
1871,  from  official  sources,  can  hardly  be 
overstated.  It  not  only  places  us  in  pos- 
session of  a  complete  lisb  of  all  the  stamps 
issued,  with  a  statement  of  the  circum- 
stances which  accompanied  their  emission, 
but  also  reveals  to  us  the  existence  of  the 
following  hitherto  unknown  types,  namely : 
No.  1,  No.  2,  black,  Nos.  4  and  5  ;  and  con- 
firms the  long-current  report  of  the  intended 
issue  of  an  8  anna  red  and  blue  (No.  8). 
Our  best  thanks  are  due  to  the  gallant 
■author  for  communication  of  this  interesting 
list,  and  we  do  not  doubt  but  that  our 
readers  will  be  equally  gratified  at  its  pub- 
lication.—Ed.  S.C.M.] 

No.  1.— Half-anna. 

Lion  trippant  under  palm-tree,  on  plain 
coloured  oblong  disk,  open  lace  border, 
oblong,  value  below  in  words. 

It  was  not  until  about  thirteen  years  after 
the  first  introduction  in  England  of  stamps 
for  the  payment  of  postage  on  letters  that 
Government  decided  on  their  employment 
in  India.  In  1853  postage  stamps  were 
ordered  to  be  prepared  in  the  Calcutta  Mint, 
and  there  the  afore- described  handsome 
stamp  was  designed  and  made.  It  was 
doomed,  however,  never  to  come  into  use; 
delay  occurring  in  cutting  the  steel   die,* 

*  This  expensive  and  highly  artistic  hand-cut  die  was 
hioken  up  and  destioyed  with  other  dies  and  plates  at  the 
Mint  in  1867. 
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the  then  Governor- general,  Lord  Dalhousie, 
became  impatient  and  sent  to  the  Surveyor- 
general's    office   to   know   if   stamps    could 
|   not  be  prepared  there  more  speedily.     Ac- 
I    cordingly,    rough    and    hurried   engravings 
I   were   made    on    copper-plate,    from   which 
stamps  of  the  following  designs  were  struck 
off  and  issued  to  the  post-office,  thus  ~ 

1854 


No.  2. 


SBEEmS 
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Half- anna — Black,  Bed,  Blue. 

Queen  Victoria,  profile,  dia- 
dem crowned,  head  to  left, 
on  plain  coloured  disk,  lined 
border,  with  seven  arches  on 
each  side,  Maltese  cross  in  up- 
per corners;  above,  "India; " 
below,  value. 


Blade. 
The  above  stamp  was  first  printed  in 
black,  and  sent  to  the  post-office  for  dis- 
tribution, but  before  it  was  issued  to  the 
public,  it  was  discovered  that  a  large  packet 
of  the  stamps  had  been  purloined  ;  to  prevent 
these  stamps  being  used,  the  remainder 
were  withdrawn,  and  the  stamp  was  re- 
issued in 

Bed. 

The  supply  of  vermilion  running  short, 
these  red  stamps  (after  only  a  few  had  been 
issued  to  the  public)  were  also  called  in,  and 
the  stamp  was  printed  in 

Blue ; 
and   this   has  remained    the   distinguishing^ 
colour  of  the  half- anna  stamp  to  the  present 
day.     This  stamp  was  followed  by 

No.  3. — One -ann a — Bed. 
Same  design  as  No.  2  (a  supply  of  colour 
having  been  obtained). 
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No.    4 TWO-ANNAS. 

Head  of  Queen  to  left  in  octagonal  disk, 
plain  ground,  marginal  border,  with  columned 
sides;  above,  "India;"  below,  value. 

NoT  5. — Two-annas. 

Same  design  in  plain  circular  disk,  rect- 
angular border,  Greek  marginal  sides,  cross 
in  upper  corners  ;  above,  "  India  ;  "  below, 
value.  £/  vLQA^y 

Neither  of  these  two  latter  stamps  was 
issued  to  the  public.  They  were  superseded 
by  the  following : 

No.  6. — Two- Annas — Green. 

Head  of  Queen  to  left, 
with  diadem,  plain  coloured 
disk,  interlaced  bordered 
sides;  above,  "India;"  be- 
low, value. 

The     above     stamp     was 
printed  in  and  issued  from 
the    Mint,  where  the    steel 
die  was  engraved ;  this  die  was   destroyed, 
along  with  that  of  No.  1,  in  1867. 


te&&mw* 


m^mmm 


No. 


7. — Four-Annas — 
Red  and  Blue. 


Profile  of  Queen  as  in  No. 
2,  printed  in  blue,  on  plain 
white  circular  disk,  in  red 
octagonal  border ;  above, 
"  India  ;  "  below,  value. 


No.  8. — Eight-annas. 

Design  same  as  No.  7,  only  the  colours 
reversed ;  i.e.,  head  red,  border  blue. 

This  stamp  was  never  officially  issued, 
only  a  few  copies  having  been  printed  ;  the 
plate  from  which  the  impressions  were  taken 
was  mislaid  and  never  recovered. 

1855. 

In  1855  new  stamps  were  issued  from 
England,  engraved  by  Messrs.  De  La  Rue  & 
Company  in  London,  and  printed  under  the 
supervision  of  an  officer  of  the  Revenue 
Department. 

These  stamps  are  executed  with  perfect 
finish,  and  in  the  highest  style  of  steel 
engravings. 


Second  Series. 
No.  9. 


a. — Half -anna, 
b. — One-anna, 
c. — Two-annas, 
d. — Four-annas, 
e. — Eig*ht-annas, 


blue. 

brown. 

green. 

black  and  grey. 

rose. 


./-i/vrvxra 


Head  of  Queen  to  left,  diadem  crowned, 
on  fine  lined  coloured  oval 
disk,  within  rectangular 
border,  laced  corners,  in- 
scrib3d,  in  oval  band, 
"Eist  India  Postage" 
and  value ;  paper  not 
watermarked ;  perforated ; 
rectangular. 

No.  10. — Two-annas — Pink. 
Same  stamp  as  No.  9  c,  of  which  very 
few  were  issued ;  the  similarity  of  the 
original  colour  (green)  to  the  half-anna  blue 
occasioned  it  to  be  changed  to  pink.  The 
selection  of  pink  for  this  stamp  was  a 
mistake,  as  the  colour  bore  a  resemblance  to 
the  8  annas  rose.  Like  its  predecessor, 
therefore,  it  had  but  a  very  short  reign ; 
one  set  only  being  issued.     It  was  succeeded 

by 

No.  11. — Two-annas — Yellow. 
Same  design  as  No.  9  c  and  No.  10. 

1857. 

No.  12. — Envelope  Stamps. 

a. — Circular  Half-anna — Blue. 

Embossed  head  of  Queen  to  left,  on 
smooth  coloured  circular 
disk,  with  reticulated 
circular  border,  inscribed 
above  "India  Postage;" 
below,  in  curved  band, 
value.  The  stamp  is 
printed  on  white  paper 
with  <  Mi  que  lined  water- 
marks. 

b. — Circular  One-anna — Brown. 

Same  design,  on  smooth  blue  paper. 

The  above  two  envelopes  bear  on  the 
flaps,  for  a  closing  seal,  a  circular  embossed 
impression  of  a  lion  trippant  under  palm- 
tree. 
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No.  13. — Note  Paper  xcilh  Envelope  Flops. 

Circular  Half-anna — Blue. 

Same  as  No.  12  a,  stamped  on  white  note 
paper,  the  watermarks  running  vertically 
with  the  stamp. 

This  note  paper,  like  the  envelopes  above 
described,  bears  on  the  flap,  for  a  closing 
seal,  a  circular  embossed  impression  of  a 
lion  trippant  under  palm-tree.  The  weight 
of  each  slieet  was  one-quarter  of  a  tola 
(little  more  than  one-tenth  of  an  ounce), 
that  being  the  former  unit  of  weight  for 
letters.  It  was  found  to  be  saleable  with 
difficulty,  and  now  that  the  unit  of  weight 
for  letters  has  been  raised  to  half  a  tula, 
there  is  no  demand  for  it.  The  first  supply, 
now  almost  exhausted,  will  not,  it  is  believed, 
be  renewed. 

1860. 

No.  14. — Eight-pies — Lilac. 

Head  and  disk,  as  in  No.  9  series,  in  oval, 
within  an  octagonal  frame, 
with  interlaced,  vertically 
lined  spandrels ;  coloured 
bands  on  sides,  bearing  the 
inscription,  "  East  India 
Postage  ;  "  above  and  be- 
low are  white  bands,  floret 
capped,  with  inscription  of 
value,  "  Eight  Pies  ;  "  octagonal. 

This  stamp  was  specially  required  for  the 
prepayment  of  soldiers'  half-ounce  letters  to 
the  United  Kingdom  and  British  Colonies, 
the  postage  chargeable  on  which  is  fixed  by 
Act  of  Parliament  at  one  penny  each, 
equivalent  to  eight  pies  in  Indian  currency. 
It  is  now  used  also  in  combination  with  other 
stamps  for  various  foreign  post  rates. 

1864. 

No.   15. — Rectangular   Four-annas — Green. 

Same  stamps  as  No.  9  d.  For  the  same 
reason  that  the  English  penny  blajck  stan^ 
was  changed  to  red — viz.,  on  account  of  the 
indistinctness  of  the  marks  when  the  stamp 
was  obliterated  with  black  ink — was  No.  9  d 
black  altered  into  green ;  and  also,  in  the 
latter  case,  for  the  further  reason  that  an 
imitation  of  the  stamp  had  been  attempted 


by  photography.  Likewise  on  this  account 
the  blank  marginal  space  on  all  the  sheets  of 
stamps  was  subsequently  printed  with  an 
ornamental  border,  as  the  blank  paper  had 
been  made  use  of  to  photograph  upon. 

1865. 

The  paper  of  this  series  of  stamps  was 
modified,  each  stamp  having  a  watermark 
impression  of  an  elephant's  head.  They 
may,  therefore,  be  recorded  as — 


Third 

Series. 

No 

.  16. 

Same  design  as  No 

.  9. 

a. — Half-anna, 

blue       > 

b. — One-anna, 
c. — Two-annas, 
d. — Four-annas, 
e. — Eight-annas, 

brown 
orange 
green 
rose 

Watermarked 

with 
elephant's  head. 

1866. 

No.  17. — Service  Stamps. 

The  above  series  was  utilized  for  service 
letters,  to  be  used  by  all  public  officers,  except 
such  as  were  authorised  to  frank. 


a. — Half-anna, 
b. — One-anna, 

blue, 
brown. 

c. — Two-annas, 

orange. 

d. — Four-annas, 

green. 

e. — Eight-annas, 

rose. 

The  word    "  Service  " 
black  ink — 

printed  across   in 

1st,  in  small  letters  ;  subsequently, 
2nd,  in  large  letters. 

No.   18. — Provisional. 
Profile  of  Queen  to  left  in  coloured  circle. 

a. — Two- ann  as — Lilac. 

Externally  reticulated, 
with  pearl  border  at  sides  ; 
printed  aci  ess  in  black  ink; 
above,  "Service;"  below, 
value. 

b. — Two-annas — Lilac. 
The  same  sT;;inp  as  No. 
18  fl,    with    words   printed   across    in   green 

ink;  above,  '•Service;"'   below,  value. 
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Nbs.  18  a  and  18  &  are  revenue  stamps  cut 
down  for  postage  use. 

No.  19. — Provisioned. 

a. — Six-annas — Lilac. 

Profile  of  Queen, 
diademed,  to  left  in 
dotted  circle,  with  broad 
curved  bands  above  and 
below  enclosing  value, 
"  six  annas ;  "  triangular 
ornaments  in  corners. 
The  word  "  Postage  " 
surcharged  in  screen 
ink  in  upper  part  of 
stamp. 

?;. — Six- annas — Lilac. 

Same  stamp  as  19  a,  but  cut  smaller ; 
"  Postage,''  in  green,  printed  larger. 

The  above  are  revenue  stamps  cut  down 
for  postage  use. 

No.  20. — Four-annas — Green . 

Profile  of  Queen  to  left,  diadem  crowned,  on 
lined  disk  in  beaded  circle, 
with  curved  labels,  bearing 
inscription  "  East  India 
Postage"  and  value;  ex- 
ternal ground  reticulated, 
and  truncated  angles  ; 
watermarked  with  ele- 
phant's head. 

This  was  a  stamp  of 
entirely  new  and  distinctive  form,  supersed- 
ing No.  15,  the  colour  of  the  latter  (green) 
having  been  found  insufficient  to  ensure  its 
distinction  from  the  half-anna  blue  stamp. 

1867 

No.  21. — Six-annas  and  Eight-pies — Slate. 

Profile  of  Queen  with  diadem  to  left  in  lined 
octagonal  disk,  surrounded 
by  inscription  "  East  India 
Postage  "  and  value  in 
solid  band.  Watermarked 
with  elephant's  head, 

This  stamp  was  obtained 
at  a  time  when  the  postage 
chargeable    on  letters   for 
the   United  Kingdom,    via 
Marseilles,  was  six   annas  eight  pies.     It  is 


Zruxru  \>  iAj  \r^" 


^ 
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now  of  comparatively  little  use,  and  will 
probably  be  replaced  by  a  stamp  of  the 
value  of  six  annas. 

1868. 
No.   22. — Service  Stamps. 

SlX-ANNAS   AND    ElGHT-PIES Slate. 

The  preceding  stamp  was  added  to  the 
list  of  service  stamps  (No.  17),  the  word 
"Service"  being  printed  across  in  black 
ink. 

No.  23. — Eight-annas — Rose. 

An  alteration  in  the  eight-anna  rose  (No. 
16  e)  appeared;  the  diadem  being  different ; 
the  head  closer  to  the  oval  band;  the  ear 
not  so  conspicuous,  &c. 

No.  24. — Provisional. 

Half-anna— Lilac. 

Diademed  head  of 
Queen  to  left  in  lined 
circular  disk,  with 
double  circular  bands, 
outer  band  inscribed 
both  above  and  below 
"  Government  of 
India ; ""  on  inner  band 
"  Receipt,  Bill,  or 
Draft ;  "  inscription, 
surcharged  in  green 
inscribed  circle,  "  Service 
watermark,    crown ;    large  rect- 


ink  on 
Postage 
angular. 


Ln_n_n_ri_i  i_< 


No.  25. — Provisional. 
Two-annas — Lilac. 

Diademed  profile  of 
Queen  to  left  on  lined 
ground  in  beaded  circle  ; 
with  tesselated  ground 
above  and  below,  over 
which,  printed  in  green 
ink.  are  the  words  "Ser- 
vice Postage  ;  "  the 
value,  "two  annas,"  in 
broad  white  curved 
bands  at  both  ends  ; 
l.in>-e  rectangular. 
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No.  26. — Provisional. 

Four-annas — Lilac. 

Head  of  Queen  with 
diadem  to  left  on  lined 
ground  in  serrated  cir- 
cle ;  above  and  below, 
square  diaper  disks  con- 
taining value,  with  large 
interlaced  loops  at  sides. 
Surcharged  inscription 
in  green  ink ;  above, 
"  Service :  "below,  "Post- 


No.  27— Pi 


ional. 


Eight- annas— L/Zac. 
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Profile  of  Queen  with 
diadem  to  left  in  lined 
beaded  circle,  within  a 
lined  octagonal  frame ; 
above  and  below  solid 
Square  disks  containing 
value;  back  ground  of 
tesselated  and  serrated 
pattern ;  on  reticulated 
band  at  upper  end  the 
word  "  Foreign  ;  "  over 
c|  square  disks  surcharged 
b  inscription  jin  green  ink 
"  Service  Postage." 
Nos.  24,  25,  26,  and 
i  27  are,  like  Nos.  18  and 
19,  improvised  from 
revenue  stamps  to  perform  temporary  postal 
duty. 

1871. 

No.  28. — Envelojje  Stamps. 

a. — Half- anna — Blue. 

Same  design,  &c,  as  No.  12  a,  but  paper 
thicker. 

o. — One-anna — Brown. 

Same  design,  &c,  as  No.  12  b,  but  paper 
thicker  and  distinctly  watermarked. 

The  thicker  paper  of  these  two  envelopes 
was  rendered  desirable  by  the  doubling,  in 
April,  1869,  of  the  limits  of  weight  for  the 
several  rates  of  letter  postage. 


A    CONTRIBUTION    TOWARDS    THE 

HISTORY   OF   THE    STAMPS   OF 

NEW   SOUTH  WALES. 

BY  THE  AUTHOR  OF  "  THE  STAMPS  OF  BRITISH  GUIANA." 

The  importance  of  accurate  information  as 
to  the  dates,  engraving,  mode  of  production, 
and  other  details  concerning  the  issues  of  our 
colonies  is  so  obvious,  the  sources  whence 
this  information  is  to  be  derived  are  so 
difficult  to  discover,  and  so  liable  to  be  lost, 
that  the  compiler  of  the  following  notes 
feels  no  apology  is  needed  for  their  some- 
what disjointed  form. 

Aided  by  the  kindness  of  friends  who 
have  freely  communicated  the  results  of 
their  researches,  by  an  unlooked-for  access 
to  public  documents,  and  by  certain  official 
memoranda  and  returns,  he  has  been  enabled 
to  collate  the  following  materials,  which 
are,  it  is  believed,  for  the  first  time  made 
public  ;  and  he  desires  to  state  that  where 
the  information  has  not  been  taken  from 
official  papers,  every  precaution  has  been 
adopted  to  verify  all  that  is  stated  as  matter 
of  fact,  so  that  it  may  be  implicitly  relied 
on.  Suppositions  or  conclusions  are  put 
forward  as  such ;  each  reader  must  judge 
for  himself  of  their  justness,  or  the  reverse. 

1838.— The  first  stamp  ever  produced  and 
issued  was  at  Sydney  in  this  year.  It  is 
the 

One  penny  cover,  embossed  in  plain  relief. 
M.  Moens  erroneously  gives  the  date  1848. 
The  writer  possesses 
a  specimen  post- 
marked 11th  Octo- 
ber, 1843.  The  au- 
thority to  the  post- 
master of  Sydney  to 
issue  a  cover  frank- 
ing this  value,  will 
be  found  in  the 
Government  Gazette 
for  1838. 

1849. — A.  View  of  Sydney;  legend,  Sicfortis 
Etruria  crevit ;  value,  one  penny ;  red. 

Engraved  in  the  colony  on  copper.  40 
stamps  on  the  plate,  each  separately  en- 
graved, showing,  consequently,  slight  varia- 
tions in  each  stamp. 
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B.    View  of  Sydney;   value,  twopence; 
blue. 

Similarly  engraved  ;  like  number  of  stamps 
on  the  plate,  with  slight  variations  between 
them.  Probably  two  plates  of  this  value 
were  originally  engraved,  one  (the  earlier?) 
with  vertical  lines  in  the  filling  of  the 
spandrels  ;  the  other  with  horizontal  lines. 


C.  View    of    Sydney ;    value,    threepence ; 
green. 

Also  engraved  on  copper,  with  40  separately 
engraved  stamps  to  the  plate.  It  is  not 
known  to  the  compiler  who  engraved  these 
three  values  ;  but  the  plates  of  the  penny  and 
twopence  were  renewed  and  retouched  at  a 
later  stage  ;  when  is  not  precisely  indicated. 


In  the  information  given  mention  is  made 
of  a  twopence  green,  and  of  a  threepence 
brown,  and  also  pink,  in  addition  to  the 
ordinary  colours.  The  brown,  judging  from 
such  specimens  as  the  writer  has  seen,  is  a 
colour  which  might  be  produced  from  the 
green  ;  it  is  impossible  to  treat  it,  however, 
as  nonexistent,  or  as  merely  changed  in  hue. 
The  green  twopence  has  not  hitherto  been 
seen  or  described ;  there  are  bluish  green 
twopences  (vertical  lines)  which  might 
have  been  printed  originally  as  green.  The 
reason  for  choosing  to  print  in  both  green 
and  blue,  especially  when  the  colour  green 
was  appropriated  to  the  value  threepence, 
is  not  apparent.  The  threepence  pink  is  quite 
unknown.  Inasmuch  as  from  the  source  of 
information  these  colours  no  doubt  all 
existed,  the  writer  supposes  they  were 
proofs.  It  is  noteworthy  that  Mount  Brown 
chronicles  them  in  his  catalogue,  first  edition, 
(1862,  p.  35),  as  stamps,  and  continues  to  do 
so  till,  in  the  fifth  edition  (1864),  he  only 
mentions  the  threepence  brown. 

1851.— Head    of  Queen  Victoria   (profile 
to  left),  crowned  with  a  wreath  of  laurel. 
One  penny,  red,  various  shades. 
Twopence,    blue,       „  ,, 

Engraved  on  steel;  50  stamps  on  the  plate, 
with  minute  variations  between  each,  due 
to  their  being  separately  engraved.  The 
plate  of  the  one  penny  was  engraved  by 
John  Carmichael,  Kent-street,  North  Sydney, 


and  approved  by  the  post-office  authorities 
in  December,  1851.  The  plate  of  the  two- 
pence was  engraved  by  H.  ;C.  Jervis,  Pitt- 
street,  Sydney.  There  were 
five  rows  vertically,  with  ten 
stamps  in  each  row,  to  the 
plate.  (This  applies  to  all 
plates  of  the  colony  con- 
taining fifty  stamps.)  These 
stamps  are  stated,  in  the 
government'retums,  to  have 
been  printed  on  blue  and  on  white  paper. 
The  first  plate  of  the  twopence  is  believed 
to  be  that  of  the  variety  with  the  star 
ornaments  in  the  upper  angles  ;  a  second 
plate  was  put  in  hand  directly  the  former 
was  completed.  Carmichael'engraved  this 
latter ;  it  is  of  the  common  type,  with 
Maltese  crosses  at  the  upper  angles. 

1852. — Similar  design  to  foregoing. 
Threepence,     green. 
Sixpence,  brown. 

Engraved  on  steel,  both  by  Carmichael ;  50 
stamps  on  the  plate.  Two  plates  of  the 
sixpence  wTere  engraved,  one  with  the  lines 
of  the  background  coarser  than  in  the 
other  ;  the  latter  is  Carmichael' s  own  work. 
The  authority  to  him  to  proceed  with 
the  plates  of  the  sixpence  is  dated  16th 
March,  1852.  The  writer  has  reason 
to  believe  that  the  plate  of  the  sixpence 
with  the  coarser  lined  background  is 
the  work  of  H.  C.  Jervis  ;  but  is  unable  to 
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adduce  any  proof,  beyond  the  general  ap- 
pearance of  the  work,  in  favour  of  his  idea, 
and  the  fact  that  Carmichael,  when  pressed, 
is  known  to  have  employed  Jervis  to  do  a 
portion  of  the  work  entrusted  to  him. 
There  does  not  appear  to  be  any  trace  of 
the  separate  engraving  of  the  plates  of  the 
twopence,  on  which  are  the  varieties  with 
the  stars  in  the  upper  angles,  and  of  the 
sixpence  with  coarse  background.  They  are 
evidently  the  handiwork  of  Jervis.  Further 
inquiries  are  in  course  respecting  this  variety 
of  the  twopence,  which  is  larger  in  size  than 
any  other  of  the  series  ;  but  it  is  not  deemed 
expedient  to  retard  the  appearance  of  this 
paper  pending  the  result. 

1853. — Similar  design  to  foregoing. 
Eightpence,     orange-yellow. 
Engraved  on  steel — 50  stamps  on  the  plate — 
by  H.  C.  Jervis. 

1853. — Registered  stamp  ;    value   (six- 
pence) not  denoted. 
Engraved  on  steel ;  50  stamps  on  each  plate. 
Name  of  engraver  not  given. 
They  were  produced  in  Eng- 
land, by  the  firm  of  Perkins, 
Bacon,     &     Co.,     in     whose 
hands     the    plates    still     re- 
mained  in   December,    1870. 
The  first  issued  were  printed 
in    blue    and   red ;    then    fol- 
lowed those  in  blue  and  orange. 

1853. — Laureated  profile  of  Queen  Vic- 
toria to  the  left. 

Twopence,  blue. 
On  8th  August,  1853,  authority  was  given 
to  H.  C.  Jervis  to  engrave  another  plate  of 
this  value,  which  he  did,  on  copper,  50 
stamps  to  the  plate.  This  plate  was  after- 
wards used  for  printing  on  paper  water- 
marked with  the  figure  of  value  ;  stamps 
from  it  on  the  unwatermarked  paper  can, 
therefore,  be  readily  distinguished  from  the 
steel- engraved  stamps  before  described. 

1854. — In  the  Government  Gazette  of  31st 
January,  1854,  it  wTas  notified  that  in  future 
all  stamps  would  be  printed  on  paper  bear- 
ing a  watermark.  By  February,  1854,  a 
new  plate  of  the  one  penny  was  ready;  it 
wras  engraved  on  copper  by  Carmichael,  and 


contained  50  stamps,  all  separately  en- 
graved, as  in  former  instances.  The  one 
penny  and  twopence  values  were,  in  the 
month  of  February,  1854,  printed  and  issued 
on  paper  watermarked  with  double-lined 
fig  are  of  value. 

1854. — Large  square  die,  containing  pro- 
file of  Queen  Victoria  to  left,  with  diadem, 
enclosed  in  a  circular 
band,  inscribed  new 
south  wales,  with  fleur- 
de-lis  ornaments.  Dies 
produced  in  England 
by  Perkins,  Bacon,  & 
Co.,  multiplied  in  soft 
steel,  afterwards  harden- 
ed by  patent  process  ; 
100  stamps  to  each  plate.     Values  : — 


Fivepence, 
Sixpence, 

Eightpence, 

One  shillino 


green  (hexagonal  frame), 
various  shades  of  brown  and 

lilac  (hexagonal  frame), 
yellow,    orange     (octagonal 

frame), 
red,  rose  (octagonal frame). 
Printed  on  paper  watermarked  with  double 
lined  figures  of  value. 

1856. — Profile   of    Queen   Victoria,    with 
diadem  to   left,   postage   in 
arched  lines  over  the  head. 
Values :— .. 

One  penny,     orange,  red. 

Twopence,       blue. 

Threepence,    green. 
Patent  hardened  steel  plates ; 
120  stamps  on  each  plate. 
Produced  by  Perkins,  Bacon,  &  Co. 

1861. — Circular  stamp  ;  profile  of  Queen 
Victoria  to  left,  with  a  gothic  crown. 
Value  : — 

Five  shillings,     deep  lilac. 

Produced  by  De  La  Rue 
&  Co.,  London.  Die  of 
patent  hardened  steel ; 
50  stamps  on  the  plate. 
Printed  on  paper  with 
figure  of  value  in  water- 
mark, and  perforated  12, 
according  to  the  present 
system  of  notation;  afterwards,  13. 
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1862.— Head  of  Queen  Victoria  to  left ; 
new  south  wales  in  arched  scroll  over  head. 
Value  :— 

Twopence,  light  blue. 
Produced  by  De  La  Rue 
&  Co. ;  electrotyped  ;  240 
stamps  on  the  plate.  Print- 
ed on  paper  variously  water- 
marked, and  afterwards 
plain;  perforated,  first  14, 
then  13. 

1864. — Head  of  Queen  Victoria,  diademed, 
to  left  in  oval  band,  in- 
scribed   NEW     SOUTH    WALES 

above,    one    penny    below. 
Value : — ■ 

One  penny,  red. 
Produced  by  De  La  Rue 
&  Co. ;  electrotyped  ;  240 
stamps  on  the  plate.  Print- 
ed on  ordinary,  and  also  on  variously  water- 
marked papers ;  and  perforated,  first  14, 
afterwards  13. 

1867. — Head  of  Qaeen  Victoria,  diademed, 
to  left  in  upr'ght  diamond 
frame.    Value  :— - 

Fourpence,  brick-red. 
Produced  by  De  La  Rue 
&  Co.  ;  electrotyped  ;  120 
stamps  on  the  plate. 
Printed  on  watermarked 
paper ;  perforated  13. 

Like  head,  in   oval   in- 
scribed band,  within  a  hexagon.     Value 
Sixpence,     lilac,  mauve. 

Like  head,  in  circle.     Value: — ■ 
Tenpence,     lilac. 


■^J-\r\r\rxr-v\r-yns. 
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Both  produced  by  De  La  Rue  &  Co.  ; 
electrotypsd ;  120  stamps  on  the  plate. 
Printed  on  watermarked  paper  ;  perforated 
13. 


The  perforation  of  stamps  by  machine  was 
introduced  into  New  South  Wales  in  1860. 
newspapee  wrappers. 

1864. — Head  of  Queen 
Victoria  to  left  in  oval 
in  white  relief ;  four  stars 
around.     Value  : — 

One  penny,     red. 
Steel  die ;   8  on  the  sheet. 
Produced  by  the  firm  of  De 
La  Rue  &  Co.  __ 

1865. — Surface-printed  stamp,  similar  to 
the  one  penny  of  1864.     Value  : — ■ 

One  penny,     red. 
Electrotyped ;  8  on  the  sheet. 

Here  these  notes  must  for  the  present 
rest.  The  varieties  of  colour,  paper,  water- 
mark, and  perforation  will  hereafter  engage 
our  attention.  The  compiler  expressly  dis- 
claims any  other  object  in  the  present  paper 
than  that  of  contributing  these  materials 
in  the  hope  they  will  prove  of  some  utility 
to  any  future  historian  of  the  stamps  of 
this  colony. 

NEWLY-ISSUED   OR    INEDITED 
STAMPS. 

The  customary  New  Year's  feast  of  novelties 
bids  fair  this  time  to  be  but  coldly  furnished 
forth  with  items  of  subordinate  interest. 
We  have  not  to  announce  the  accession  of 
Khiva  to  the  list  of  stamp-issuing  states, 
nor  to  chronicle  a  first  series  for  Madagascar, 
so  we  must  content  ourselves  with  retailing 
such  information  as  we  possess.  Perhaps, 
however,  our  readers  will  not  be  sorry  to 
find  that  there  is  a  temporary  lack  of  novel- 
ties, for  the  number  of  collectable  emissions 
has  of  late  been  constantly  increasing  to  an 
almost  puzzling  extent,  and  although  the 
most  prominent  "  signs  "  of  all  new  comers 
are  generally  noted  by  the  chroniclers  at 
the  time  of  their  appearance,  there  are 
doubtless  a  great  many  varieties  of  recent 
date  which  would  repay  a  close  investiga- 
tion. With  this  brief  preface  we  must  ad- 
dress ourselves  to  the  work  in  hand. 

Heligoland. — By  the  kindness  of  the 
island  postmaster,  we  are  in  possession  of  a 
specimen    of    another     new    value — the    f 
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schilling,- — printed  like  the  rest  of  the  series 
in  a  combination  of  the  heraldic  colours — 
red,  white,  and  green.  The  upper  and  lower 
borders  are  in  green,  the  side  borders  and 
disk  in  carmine-rose,  and  the  spandrels,  as 
in  the  other  recently  issued  values,  are  des- 
titute of  ornament.  The  postmaster  informs 
us  that  the  supply  of  the  j  schg.  with  green 
border  was  struck  off  by  error  by  the 
imperial  printing-office  at  Berlin,  and  that 
only  a  small  number  of  them  remain ;  it  is, 
therefore,  probable  that  specimens  of  this 
variety  will  soon  attain  a  respectable  degree 
of  rarity. 

Victoria. — Annexed  is  the  engraving  of 
the  new  twopence  promised  in  our  preceding 
number.  For  the  benefit 
of  fresh  subscribers,  we 
may  state  that  it  is  print- 
ed in  bright  mauve,  and 
watermarked  Vand  crown. 
Our  Brighton  contempor- 
ary mentions  having  seen 
the  "current"  ninepenny, 
—by  which,  however,  he  _ 
evidently  means  the  now  ^aaaatjwtuuuv^i 
obsolete  surcharged  tenpence — with  this 
peculiarity,  that,  in  addition  to  the  blue  sur- 
charge of  ninepence,  the  TE  and  CE  of  the 
original  value,  left  uncovered  by  that  word, 
are  defaced  by  a  pair  of  crimson  blotches. 

United  States. — The  design  of  the  four 
stamps  for  the  Department  of  State,  de- 
scribed last  month,  is 
here  represented.  The 
wood-cut,  though  a 
good  one,  of  neces- 
sity falls  far  short  of 
depicting  the  excel- 
lence of  the  original. 
The  four  values  are 
$2,  $5,  $10,  and  $20, 
all  of  them  printed  in 
green,  with  central 
oral  and  portrait  in 
black.  The  Belgian 
journal  notices  an 
obliterated  unperforated  3  cents  adhesive, 
and  states  that  the  issue  of  a  2  cent  post 
card  is  reported  as  among  the  probabilities. 

Of  the  one  cent  card  two  varieties  now 
exist,  distinguishable  by  difference  in  water- 


mark and  in  the  shade  of  the  card.  Both 
are  watermarked  with  the  letters  u.  s.  P.  0.  d., 
grouped  so  as  to  form  a  kind  of  monogram. 
The  initials,  p.  0.  D.,  are  "tall and  thin,"  and 
the  initials,  u.  s.,  are  "short  and  stout;  "  the 
latter  are  extended  across  the  former,  and 
the  tout  ensemble  has  the  look  of  a  word- 
puzzle.  In  the.  first  issued  cards  the  water- 
mark covers  the  greater  part  of  the  surface, 
the  letters  p.  o.  d.  are  <2.\  inches  in  height,  the 
extreme  width  of  the  watermark  is  3J  inches. 
In  the  second  emission,  p.  0.  D.  measures  only 
ly3Q  in.  in  height,  and  the  extreme  width  of 
the  watermark  is  a  trifle  under  2  inches. 
Thus  it  will  be  seen  that,  roughly  speaking, 
the  watermark  in  the  second  issue  is  only 
half  the  size  of  that  of  the  first;  and 
as  the  successive  imprints  of  the  mark 
on  the  sheet  of  cards  of  this  second  issue 
almost  touch  each  other,  it  results  that  each 
card .  shows  one  complete  watermark,  and 
portions  of  two  others.  The  second  card 
is  of  a  lighter  tint  than  the  first,  and  the 
impression  is  also  in  a  lighter  shade  of 
brown.  "  A  London  Collector,"  whom  we 
have  to  thank  for  communication  of  a 
specimen  of  the  second  issue,  speaks  of  it 
as  being  of  a  different  type,  but  we  fail  to 
detect  any  variation  in  the  design.  We 
have  also  received  from  the  same  quarter 
specimens  of  the  current  three  cents,  struck 
in  a  remarkably  deep  shade  of  chrome- 
green,  forming  a  striking  contrast  to  the 
earlier  copies  of  this  value.  All  the  speci- 
mens are  not  of  an  equally  intense  hue,  but 
they  all  differ  widely  from  the  stamps  of  the 
first  iirage,  a.'id  unquestionably  belong  to  a 
second  "edition." 


iilMMi 


Spain. — We  are  now  able  to  give  en- 
gravings of  the  types  of  the  two  Spanish 
double- card  stamps  referred  to  in  our  last. 
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That  with  the  bust  of  the  republic  is  fouud 
on  the  half  which  is  to  be  used  by  the  person 
who  first  sends  the  card  ;  the  other  is  on  the 
half  on  which  the  receiver  writes  his  reply. 
The  frames,  of  which  sections  are  given  in 
our  illustrations,  are  likewise  of  different 
patterns,  and  both  are  distinct  from  the 
frame  on  the  single  card.  By  a  decree  of. 
the  8th  November  last,  the  issue  of  the 
cards  for  public  use  was  fixed  for  the 
1st  December ;  and  punctually  to  time 
they  made  their  appearance,  as  is  proved 
by  a  specimen  which  has  been  com- 
municated to  us,  bearing  the  postmark  of 
that  date.  On  the  card  as  issued  the  word 
tarjeta  is  correctly  spelt,  owing,  as  it  ap- 
pears, to  Don  M.  P.  de  Figueroa  having 
pointed  out  that  the  original  spelling,  tar- 
GETA,  was  wrong  ;  and  besides  this,  a  full 
stop  has  been  added  after  the  word  espanola. 
Specimens  of  the  trial  edition,  with  the 
misspelt  word,  are  likely  now  to  become 
very  scarce.  The  post-office  decree  above 
referred  to  enacts  that  upon  the  emission  of 
the  government  cards  private  post  cards  are 
not  to  be  allowed  to  circulate.  This  regu- 
lation gives  a  coup-de-grace  to  a  number  of 
hybrid  individuals,  among  which  are  Don 
M.  P.  de  Figueroa's  cards,  with  their  sarcastic 
allusion  to  government  individuals,  and  also 
a  peculiar  type,  hailing  from  Barcelona, 
and  described  in  the  last  number  of  Le 
Timbre-Puste.  This  latter  bears  a  design 
similar  to  that  on  the  Mulready  envelopes, 
but  Britannia  is  replaced  by  the  god  of 
commerce  scattering  books ;  and  in  the 
background  are  represented  those  useful 
postal  servants  which  played  but  a  very 
inferior  part  when  Mulready  sketched  his 
allegory — the  locomotive  and  the  steam- 
boat ;  besides  these,  the  elephant  and  sun- 
dry personages  are  represented  ;  a  square  is 
allotted  for  the  stamp,  and  beneath  it  is  a 
lion  couchant.  This  interesting  and  ap- 
parently bond-fide  production  is  certainly 
worth  collecting  as  a  curiosity.  The  other 
private  emissions  of  Barcelona  and  Madrid 
are  plainly  got  up,  but  as  the  forerunners 
of  the  government  issue,  they  at  least  merit 
passing  attention. 

Franc k. — The   Marquis    de  L ■  has 

kindly   forwarded   for  notice  a   reversed  4 


centime  laureated  French  empire  stamp ; 
technically  termed  a  tete-becJte.  We  may 
mention,  for  the  benefit  of  beginners,  that 
this  variety  is  produced  by  the  insertion  of 
one  of  the  casts  wrong  side  up  in  the  frame, 
so  that,  relatively  to  the  surrounding  stamps, 
the  stamp  is  upside  down.  In  order  to 
show  this  accidental  variety,  it  is  neces- 
sary that  the  tete-becke  should  be  preserved 
by  the  side  of  its  neighbour.  The  two 
stamps  should  be  cut  out  together  from 
the  sheet,  and  of  course  must  not  be  sepa- 
rated from  each  other,  or  the  wonder  ceases, 
for  the  tete-leche  derives  its  value  simply 
from  the  position  in  which  it  lies  rela- 
tively to  the  other  stamps.  The  4  centime 
anomaly  has  not  yet  been  noticed,  and 
in  our  own  collection  we  have  a  tete-beche 
variety  of  the  10  centime,  brown  on  rose, 
which  also,  we  believe,  has  hitherto  escaped 
attention. 

French  Colonies.— The  gentleman  who 
communicated  the  4  centime  stamp  referred 
to  in  the  preceding  paragraph  also  informs 
us  that  the  1  c.  olive-green,  and  30  c. 
chocolate,  of  the  current  French  series, 
have  been  issued  unperforated  for  colonial 
service. 

Holland. — Thanks  to  Mr.  C.  van  Rinsum, 
we  are  able  to  include  in  our  list  of  novelties 
a  pair  of  interesting  post  cards,  which  have 
reached  us  just  at  the  moment  of  going  to 
press.  In  a  letter  from  that  gentleman, 
which  arrived  at  the  beginning  of  the 
month,  he  details  the  new  arrangements 
between  Holland  and  Belgium,  under  which 
the  exchange  of  post  cards  is  to  take  effect; 
and  in  another  he  now  sends  us  specimens 
of  the  special  cards,  which  were  issued  on 
the  15th  ult.  by  the  Dutch  post-office,  in 
virtue  of  the  convention.  They  consist  of 
a  double  or  reply-paid  card,  and  a  single 
ditto.  The  frame  is  that  of  the  cards  for 
home  use,  and  the  inscriptions  are  the  same, 
namely,  the  word  briefkaart,  followed,  on 
the  reply-paid  pair,  by  antwoord  betaald  on 
the  first  half,  and  vooruitbetaald  antwoord 
on  the  second  half  ;  but  the  word  aan  at  the 
commencement  of  the  first,  and  te  at  the 
commencement  of  the  fourth  dotted  line, 
are  suppressed.  The  stamp  in  the  upper 
right  corner  is  an  impression  of  the  5  cent 
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adhesive.  The  stamp,  frame,  and  inscrip- 
tions are  printed  in  bright  blue  on  buff, 
which  has  a  very  good  effect.  The  cards 
are  of  the  same  size  as  those  for  interior 
correspondence,  but  a  trifle  stouter;  the 
reply-paid  card  is  folded  in  the  same  man- 
ner; and  there  is  nothing  to  betoken  the 
exceptional  service  for  which  they  are 
destined.  They  may  claim  high  rank  among 
the  post  card  types  for  their  neatness  and 
delicacy,  and  fitly  head  the  list,  which  we 
trust  -will  soon  be  a  lengthy  one,  of  inter- 
national cards. 

Mexico. — Simultaneously  with  Mr.  van 
Rinsum's  letter  we  have  received  a  copy  of 
Messrs.  J.  W.  Scott  &  Co.'s  journal,  The 
Exchange  and  Market,  in  the  philatelical 
columns  of  which  we  find  a  description  of 
a  new  emission  for  the  Mexican  Republic, 
engraved  by  the  American  Bank  Note  Com- 
pany. From  the  really  well  executed  illus- 
tration which  accompanies  the  letterpress, 
we  note  that  the  design  consists  of  the 
profile  of  that  notable  personage,  the  cure 
Hidalgo,  in  a  solid  oval.  The  value  (10  cen- 
tavos)  is  expressed  no  less  than  seven  times 
on  the  stamp  ;  namely,  on  either  side  of  the 
portrait  in  small  octagons ;  above  the  por- 
trait, by  the  Roman  numeral  X,  in  an  oval ; 
and  in  the  four  corners.  The  numeral  X 
intersects  the  inscription  coeeeos  Mexico, 
and  the  value  in  words  occupies  a  flowing 
label  beneath  the  central  oval.  The  style  of 
the  stamp  shows  a  certain  geometrical 
severity,  but  the  effect,  it  is  needless  to 
say,  is  infinitely  superior  to  that  of  all 
preceding  types,  except  the  one  engraved 
some  ten  years  ago  by  the  same  company, 
and,  as  it  appears,  never  paid  for.  The 
denomination  (10  centavos)  is  a  new  one; 
our  contemporary  does  not  give  its  colour, 
nor  mention  the  other  values.  We  presume 
the  new  series,  however,  will  shortly  see  the 
light. 

Hungaey. — Among  abandoned  projects 
must  be  numbered  the  issue  of  a  one  kr. 
post  card  for  local  correspondence.  The  card 
was  to  have  made  its  appearance  on  the 
1st  November  last,  but  the  decree  fell 
through. 


THE    SECRET    MARKS    ON    THE 
STAMPS   OF   PERU. 

(READ  BEFORE  THE  PHILATELIC   SOCIETY,   DEC.   6,   1873.) 
BY   PENTOXIA.. 

With  additions  subsequently  made  by  the  authoress,  which 
are  indicated  by  being  placed  between  brackets. 

In  offering  a  few  remarks  on  the  stamps  of 
Peru,  I  do  not  for  a  moment  venture  to 
imagine  that  I  can  bring  forward  anything 
new  to  an  experienced  assembly  like  the 
present.  It.  is  rather  to  suggest  a  subject 
for  discussion,  and  to  elicit  the  opinion  of 
members  present,  that  I  have  undertaken 
the  task. 

In  the  year  1865  M.  Moens  published,  in 
Tie  Timbre-Puste,  a  very  interesting  article  on 
these  stamps,  and  a  few  months  later  I  find 
that,  without  having  read,  and  (to  the  best 
of  my  recollection)  without  having  even 
heard  of  it,  I  contributed  an  article  of  my 
own  on  these  stamps  to  our,  then,  only 
English  stamp  magazine.  I  notice  that 
both  M.  Moens  and  myself  were  at  that 
time  of  opinion  that  the  larger  stamps 
were  the  first  issued — the  mistake  doubt- 
less arising  from  their  being  the  first 
to  reach  Europe  on  letters ;  the  smaller 
series  being  (it  is  now  well  known)  super- 
seded within  the  twelvemonth  by  the  larger 
series,  up  to  which  period  Peruvian  stamps 
were  probably  only  used  for  inland  postage. 

A  strong  argument  in  favour  of  this 
theory — even  if  it  were  not  supported  by 
official  data  published  in  Le  Timbre-Poste  of 
February,  1871,  and  transferred,  in  English, 
to  the  pages  of  The  St  amp- Collector' 's  Maga- 
zine for  April  in  the  same  year — is,  that  one 
never  meets  with  a  worn  impression  of 
this  series ;  while  of  the  larger  type,  used 
certainly  during  the  whole  of  the  years  1859 
and  1860,  and,  I  think,  probably  also  during 
the  latter  part  of  1858,  there  exist  a  number 
of  worn  specimens,  so  much  so,  that  in  my 
own  album  I  arrange  them  as  two  distinct 
varieties. 

I  now  come  to  the  minute  points  to  which 
I  wish  particularly  to  draw  your  attention, 
viz.,  the  secret  marks  said  to  be  discover- 
able on  these  Peruvian  stamps. 

M.  Moens,  quoting  from  the  second  article 
of    the    Postal   Decree,    which   states    that 
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"the  un  dinero,  the  un  peseta,  and  the  clemi 
peso,  would  bear  secret  marks  whereby  to 
verify  their  authenticity."  goes  on  to  say  : 
"  We  have  searched  from  corner  to  corner 
and  back  again  with  our  magnifier,  without 
finding  anything  special."  Nevertheless,  I 
believe  they  are  there. 

First,  let  me  defiae  what  I  mean  by  an 
engraver's  mark.  An  engraver's  secret 
mark  ousfht  to  be  either  one  without  which 
the  design  would  be  complete  in  itself,  and 
vet  which,  when  added,  does  pot  disturb 
the  harmony  of  that  design;  or  else  the 
secret  mark  should  be  such  a  trifling  varia- 
tion of  some  not  very  prominent  part  of 
the  design  as  would  not  attract  the  general 
eye,  and  yet  would  be  unniistakeably  distinct 
to  the  initiated.  I  believe  one  or  other 
species  of  this  secret  mark  is  to  be^found 
on  every  genuine  specimen  of  the  five 
stamps,  constituting  the  first  two  issues. 
To  begin  with  the  larger  pair,  as  being  the 
simplest  to  explain. 

The    un    dinero,    blue. —  In  the    left-hand 
upper  corner,  at  the  intersection  of  the  inner 
double  lines,  occurs  a  dot  of  the  same  colour 
as  the  stamp ;  or  it  may,  in  other  words, 
be  described  as  having  the  minute  square 
formed  by  the  intersecting  lines,  which  is 
white  in    the    three    nor- 
mal    corners,      filled     in 
with    colour  in   that    one 
left-hand    upper    corner. 
The    same    may   be    ob- 
served on  the  una  peseta 
stamp,  only  the  dot  is  in 
the  right-hand  upper  cor- 
ner, instead  of  the  left. 
This.  I   think,  solves  the  mystery  of  the 
secret    marks   as    regards  this  issue,  which 
mystery    seems    at    one    time    to    have    so 
puzzled  M.  Moens,  that  (as  he  states  in  Le 
Titnbre-Poste)    he    thought     of     offering    a 
year's    subscription    to    his    magazine    as   a 
reward  for  its  discovery. 

The  secret  marks  on  the  smaller  and 
earlier  series  are  less  distinct,  and  conse- 
quently, being  found  probably  not  to  answer 
(see  the  notice  in  Moens's  article  of  the 
blue  dinero  having  been  forged),  were  super- 
seded by  the  simpler  ones  I  have  just 
described. 
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The  una  peseta. —  In  the  left-hand  lower 
corner,  the  wavy  lines  forming  the  span- 
drels cease  to  be  regular  about  the  tenth  of 
an  inch  from  the  left  lower  side,  and  are  re- 
placed by  a  sort  of  marcjueterie  pattern,  like 
minute  blocks  geometricallyplaced  edgeways. 
The  un  dinero. —  This  stamp  being  the 
most  generally  used,  seems  to  have  been 
the  only  one  worth  forg- 
ing. It  is,  therefore,  more 
carefully  protected  by  se- 
cret marks.  The  lettering 
of  value  is  most  curious- 
ly arranged,  being  altern- 
ately one  letter  on  lower 
line,  and  then  two  a  line 
higher.  For  instance,  u  on  first  line,  xd  a 
line  higher,  I  on  lower  line,  xe  higher,  E  on 
lower  line,  and  o  higher  ;  the  whole  of  these 
letters  being  the  same  level  above.  Secondly, 
immediately  below  the  lettering,  and  within 
the  outer  line,  are  a  pair  of  fine  lines, 
forming  an  inner  border  on  that  side  only, 
and  making  nine  fine  lines,  instead  of  eight, 
as  on  the  other  three  sides.  Thirdly,  at 
the  right-hand  lower  corner,  the  point  of 
the  spandrel  is  slightly  shortened,  in  order 
to  admit  of  an  additional  fine  line,  jutting 
out  and  passing  close  to  the  0  of  dinero, 
resembling  somewhat  the  prong  of  a  fork. 

The  medio  peso. — The  secret  mark  on 
this  stamp  occurs  only  in  the  lower  border, 
the  lowest  fine  line  of  which,  instead  of 
joining  the  border  line  on  the  right  side, 
turns  up  by  the  side  of  the  s  of  coreeos, 
nearly  if  not  quite  to  the  top  of  the  letter, 
forming  a  double  line  on  that  side,  as  far  as 
it  goes. 

In  the  cornucopia  on  white  ground  series, 
I  have  failed  to  discover  any  secret  mark, 
unless  the  fact  of  the  cornucopia  being  on 
white  were  considered  a  sufficient  mark  of 
itself.  Neither  can  I  preceive  any  on  the 
pair  of  the  ordinary  type ;  but  on  the 
"broken"  or  disunited  zigzag  un  dinero,  and 
its  companion  the  white  flag  una  peseta,  I 
think  we  again  find  a  secret  mark.  It 
occurs  this  time  in  the  right-hand  border. 
In  the  un  dinero  the  fourth  line  from  the 
outside,  in  its  downward  course,  breaks  off 
half  way  through  CORREOs.  leaving  a  flaw  as 
it  were    in   the  border,    a    sort   of  daylight 
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appearing  between  the  lines ;  while  in  the 
una  peseta  the  same  occurs  in  the  fourth  line 
from  the  inside,  and  in  the  upper,  instead  of 
the  lower  part  of  the  same  border. 

[In  the  course  of  the  discussion  which 
ensued,  the  Vice-President  remarked  that 
the  discovery  that  these  specimens  bear 
secret  marks  which  the  ordinary  series  do 
not  possess,  tends  to  settle  the  hitherto 
doubtful  point  as  to  whether  they  were  ac- 
cidental variations  of  the  same  stamp  in 
consequence  of  wear,  or  whether  they  were 
different  and  probably  successive  issues, 
which,  if  these  marks  be  accepted  as  cor- 
rectly described,  must  be  the  case.] 

Though  M.  Moens  has  been  credibly  inform- 
ed that  secret  marks  are  also  to  be  found  on 
the  various  issues  of  the  embossed  stamps, 
I  must  confess  to  have  hitherto  been  entirely 
baffled  in  the  most  patient  and  persevering 
search  for  them. 

[I  have  since  had  an  opportunity  of 
examining  a  number  of  the  5  centavos 
"Chorrillos"  stamps;  and 
on  the  best  specimens  I 
fancy  I  detect  two  initials 
on  the  point  of  the  scroll 
in  the  left  lower  corner, 
something  like  c.  h.  or  c 
5,  but  so  indistinctly  exe- 
cuted, that  "  I  should  not 
be  surprised  to  hear"  that  it  is  all  pure 
imagination  on  my  part.] 

M.  Moens  also  mentions  a  variety  of  the 
un  dinero  red,  with  centre  reversed,  express- 
ing, however,  a  doubt  whether  the  im- 
maculate Lecocq  machine  could  commit  such 
an  error.  I  have  never  seen  one ;  but  I 
have  in  my  own  collection  the  una  peseta  red, 
cornucopia  on  white,  cancelled  by  a  date 
stamp,  the  centre  of  which  is  reversed,  an 
erreur  d 'impression,  if  such  may  be  so  called, 
which  among  the  many  thousands  of  post- 
marks of  various  countries  that  I  have 
examined,  I  have  never  before  met  with. 
May  not  a  description  of  this  error,  of 
which  there  are  no  doubt  several  in  existence, 
have  passed  verbally  from  one  to  another, 
till  it  assumed  the  form  reported  by  M. 
Moens  ?  I  think  it  quite  possible,  and  if  so, 
the  maligned  Lecocq  machine  may  still  be 
pronounced  incapable  of  error. 


TrfrtrtitotiE 


t%*rerama 


[The  llama  dos  centavos  is  really  so  ugly 
and  so  badly  executed,  that  I  have  not  taken 
the  trouble  to  examine  it 
closely.  Being  in  value 
about  a  quarter  of  a  dinero, 
there  is  an  allusive  fitness 
in  adopting  one  quarter  of 
the  Peruvian  shield  for  its 
device,  which  redeems  it 
from  utter  contempt.  Let 
us  hope  it  is  only  a  provisional  issue  by  way 
of  experimenting  on  cheap  postage  (equiva- 
lent, I  believe,  to  our  halfpenny  postage), 
and  that  if  found  to  answer,  it  will  speedily 
be  replaced  by  a  design  more  worthy  such 
an  important  republic. 

[I  did  not  include  the  1866,  tri-llama, 
interregnum  series,  because  M.  Moens  does 
not  challenge  their 
secret  marks ;  but  I 
believe  they  are  equally 
so  protected.  In  the 
5  centavos  and  10 
centavos  a  dot  occurs 
over  the  last  letter  of 
peru  ;  and  in  the  20 
centavos  the  two  dots 
at  each  end  of  the 
upper  label  are  alternately  triangular  and 
circular,  a  variation  seldom  used  even  by 
skilled  engravers,  except  for  the  purpose  of 
authenticity.] 

MEETING    OF    THE    PHILATELICAL 
SOCIETY,   LONDON. 

The  first  meeting  of  the  Society  after  the 
recess  was  held  on  Saturday,  December  6th, 
at  the  chambers  of  the  Vice-President, 
Lamb  Building,  Temple,  at  half-past  three, 
p.m.  The  attendance  was  good,  and  among 
those  present  we  observed  "  Fentonia,"  the 
Vice-President,  Dr.  Viner,  "  H.  0.  W.,"  Mr. 
de  Ysasi,  Mr.  de  Joannis,  and  several  other 
members  of  the  Society,  and  visitors.  In 
the  absence  of  the  President,  who  was  out 
of  town,  the  Vice-President  took  the  chair. 

On  the  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  being 
called  for,  Dr.  Viner  explained  that  the 
Hon.  Secretary  had  accompanied  the  expe- 
dition to  the  Gold  Coast,  and,  leaving  sud- 
denly, had  omitted  to  forward  the  minute- 
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book.  In  the  enforced  absence  of  the 
minutes,  the  meeting  proceeded  to  the 
business  of  the  day,  which  was  to  hear  a 
paper  by  "Fentonia"  on  the  secret  marks  on 
the  stamps  of  Peru.  The  members — having 
been  previously  requested — brought  their 
collections  of  Peru;  the  President  forwarded 
his  for  examination ;  and  thus  there  was  ample 
opportunity  to  test  the  discoveries  which 
"  Fentonia  "  had  to  announce.  The  reading 
of  the  paper  was  closely  followed  by  refer- 
ence to  the  specimens  before  the  meeting. 
Out*  readers  will  find  this  paper  in  extenso  in 
another  portion  of  our  columns.  At  the 
conclusion  of  the  paper,  which  was  received 
with  applause,  considerable  discussion  fol- 
lowed ;  the  general  impression  appeared  to 
be  that  ';  Fentonia  "  had  fully  established 
the  existence  of  the  marks  discovered  by 
her,  and  it  was  unanimously  admitted  that 
the  prevailing  classification — which  places 
the  largest  size  stamps  as  the  earliest  issued 
— is  erroneous.  In  the  collection  of  the 
Preside nt  a  brilliant,  unused  specimen  of 
the  half -peso  yellow,  and  a  fine  used  copy 
of  the  half-peso  rose,  were  much  admired, 
as  were  like  specimens  in  the  collection  of 
the  Vice-President.  In  each  collection  was 
a  used  copy  of  the  half-peso,  of  a  deep  buff- 
yellow — a  shade  which  appears  to  be  pro- 
duced by  the  exposure  to  air,  consequent  on 
the  use  of  the  stamp  :  all  the  used  copies 
were  found  darker  than  those  which  were 
unused.  It  was  also  noticed  that  the  hue  of 
the  hoJf-peso  rose  is  of  an  entirely  different 
colour  to  that  of  any  red  or  rose  stamp  of 
Pern,  which  fact  appears  to  militate  some- 
what against  the  theory  that  it  was  printed 
in  this  colour  in  error. 

A  specimen  of  the  exceedingly  rare  original 
Pacific  Steam  Navigation  Company's  stamp, 
blue,  value  one  real,  and  postmarked  callao, 
as  well  as  ancient  obliterated  copies  of  the 
bine  one  real  and  deep  red-brown  two  reales 
of  this  series,  in  the  collection  of  the  Vice- 
President,  attracted  considerable  attention. 
These  stamps  are  printed  on  thick  paper, 
and  are  blued  by  the  gum,  the  red-brown 
being  identical  in  colour  with  the  red-brown 
Britannia,  no  value  indicated,  of  Barbados 
and  Trinidad,  on  the  so-called  blue  paper, 
and    the   blue    presenting   a    creamy    look, 


altogether  different  from  the  reprints  so 
commonly  seen. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  discussion,  a 
vote  of  thanks  to  "  Fentonia,"  for  her  able 
and  interesting  paper,  was  moved  by  the 
Vice-President,  and  carried  by  acclamation. 
In  the  course  of  his  remarks  the  Vice- 
President  called  attention  to  the  fact,  that  on 
the  issues  of  many  countries  the  artists  had 
appended  their  initials,  as  identifying  their 
work;  as,  for  instance,  the  w.  w.  (William 
Wyon)  under  the  neck  of  the  embossed  head 
of  the  Queen  in  the  Id.  envelopes  of  Great 
Britain  ;  the  B.  in  the  French  stamps  en- 
graved by  Albert  Barre ;  the  c.w.  (Charles 
Wiener)  in  the  Portuguese  stamps ;  and  the 
G.  to  be  found  on  the  series  of  arms  of 
Naples.  He  further  observed  that,  besides 
this  there  was  another  and  distinct  class  of 
marks,  bearing  a  close  analogy  to  those 
described  by  "Fentonia,"  and  which  pro- 
bably existed  on  more  stamps  than  was 
suspected ;  that  this  field  of  observation 
was  comparatively  untrodden,  and  presented 
new  and  wide  ground  to  the  explorer.  It 
had  long  been  known  that  certain  quasi 
secret  marks  had  been  employed  on  the 
engravings  of  the  stamps  of  Great  Britain, 
and  that  these  marks  varied  on  different 
plates  of  the  same  stamp  :  as  an  instance 
might  be  noted  the  small  hair  lines  in  the 
four  angular  spaces  containing  the  letters, 
at  the  corners  of  the  6d.  stamp,  No.  4  plate 
(issue  1863,  with  small  letters  in  angles). 
These  stamps  did  not  bear  any  small  num- 
bers upon  them;  bene?,  perhaps,  the  reason 
of  the  hair  marks,  which  were  also  to  be 
found  on  the  plates  of  the  9d.  and  Is., 
both  plates  No.  3,  of  that  issue.  Again, 
in  some  plates  of  the  3d.  a  dot  was  to  be 
seen  in  the  angle  of  the  curve  on  each  side 
of  the  ornament  in  the  centre  of  the  stamp  ; 
and  in  the  4d.  one  or  more  fine  vertical 
lines  at  each  end  of  the  bottom  tablet 
marked  the  different  plates.  These  re- 
searches might  be  infinitely  extended,  and 
would,  now  that  attention  has  been  drawn 
to  the  subject,  probably  engage  the  leisure 
of  many  philatelists. 

The  meeting  then  proceeded  to  examine 
the  remarkable  collection  of  Spain  and  her 
colonies  formed  by  Mr.  de  Ysasi,  which  is 
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not  only  surpassingly  rich  in  adhesive 
stamps,  both  nsed  and  nnnsed,  but  possesses 
a  unique  series  of  all  the  marks  applied  by 
hand  which  frank  postal  matter ;  many 
very  curious  devices,  hitherto  undescribed, 
were  exhibited. 

This  highly  interesting  meeting  broke  up 
about  six  o'clock,  having  accorded  a  vote  of 
thanks  to  the  Vice-President  for  the  use  of 
his  chambers.  The  day  was  one  to  be 
noted  in  the  Society's  annals,  as  the  first 
occasion  when  their  meetings  were  graced 
by  the  presence  of  ladies.  The  next  meet- 
ing of  the  Society  will  be  held  at  the  same 
place,  at  three  o'clock,  p.m.,  precisely,  on 
Saturday,  the  3rd  of  January,  1874,  when 
we  are  desired  to  state  all  visitors  interested 
in  the  Society's  proceedings  will  be  received 
on  presenting  their  cards.  The  subject  will 
be  "  The  Stamps  of  Mexico,"  especially 
Guadalajara.  Members  are  requested  to 
bring  their  collections. 


NOTES  ON 
CERTAIN  UNITED  STATES  LOCALS. 

BY  AMATEUR. 

In  the  December  number  of  The  Stamp- 
Collector  s  Magazine  an  old  correspondent, 
"Fentonia,"  is  seeking  information  on  several 
points  arising  out  of  Mr.  Atlee's  description 
of  the  well-known  trio  of  large  square  Phila- 
delphia locals,  issued  by  D.  0.  Blood  &  Co., 
and  her  own  specimens. 

The  doubts  and  questions  of  so  respected 
a  contributor  merit  attention;  and  the  object 
of  the  present  paper  is  to  attempt  to  clear 
up  the  difficulty,  and  afford  to  all  a  clear 
test  of  the  genuine  nature,  or  reverse,  of 
the  specimens  they  examine. 

First,  then,  taking  genuine  stamps,  let  it  be 
premised  that  there  are  three  varieties-.  Mr. 
Atlee  calls  them,  inappropriately,  types,  and 
speaks  of  three  dies ;  whereas  there  is  but 
one  die,  and  from  it  all  three  varieties  have 
been  made,  the  only  alteration  being  in  the 
lettering  on  the  stamp.  The  varieties  may 
be  classed,  as  Mr.  Atlee  arranges  them, 
according  to  the  legend  on  the  face  of  the 
stamp,  viz.  : — 

I. — City  Despatch  Post.     Paid. 


II. — D.  O.  Blood  &  Co.'s  City  Despatch 
Post.     Paid. 

III. — D.  O.  Blood  &  Co.'s  City  Despatch. 
Paid. 
It  should  be  prominently  remarked  that  the 
word  is  spelt  despatch,  with  e,  in  all  genuine 
copies ;  not  dispatch,  with  ?',  as  Mr.  Atlee 
and  the  wood-cut  (S.  G.  M.,  vol.  ix.,  p.  162) 
both  give  it.  This  is  a  very  ready  test  to 
detect  a  forgery. 

On  the  house  nearest  the  left  side  of  the 
stamp,  under  the  upper  row  of  windows,  is 
this  lettering,  c.  Sinclair,  without  s  final,  in 
one  line  (in  deeply  printed  copies  there  is  a 
shading  which  looks  somewhat  like  an  s, 
but  close  examination  under  a  good  glass 
shows  it  is  not)  ;  and  below,  in  the  next 
line,  ithographer,  which  ends  at  the  angle 
of  the  house.  On  the  next  house  are  letters, 
apparently  continuing  and  reading  CHE. 

The  building  in  the  centre  is  the  Mer- 
chants' Exchange  of  Philadelphia ;  on  the 
more  backward  of  the  two  houses,  on  the 
right  of  the  centre  building,  at  the  gable 
end,  looking,  till  one  closely  scans  them, 
like  the  uppermost  tier  of  windows,  are  the 
letters  ledg,  being  (it  is  presumed)  part  of 
the  word  Ledger  —  the  name  of  that  old 
established  newspaper  in  the  city,  the  Phila- 
delphia Ledger.  On  the  building,  to  the 
extreme  right,  and  on  which  the  acrobat's 
left  foot  takes  its  rest,  and  immediately 
under  the  last  right-hand  window  but  one 
of  the  lower  tier,  is  the  word  sun  in  very 
plain  letters. 

The  stamp  is  surrounded  by  a  double- 
lined  frame ;  and  in  every  copy  the  writer 
has  seen  the  inner  vertical  lines  at  the  sides 
are  continued  straight  downwards,  cutting 
through,  the  outer  lines  of  the  horizontal 
frame  beneath. 

The  inscription  is  underneath  this  double- 
lined  frame.  It  is  very  clearly  printed;  a 
good  eye  can  readily  decipher  it.       It  runs 

LITH    OF   WAGNER     &    MC  GUIGAN,    100.    CHESNUT 

ST.     At  the  right  angle  is  schmidt. 

From  the  foregoing  it  will  be  seen  Mr. 
Atlee  was  not  entirely  correct.  Street  is 
ST.,  and  not  given  at  length  ;  lithograph  is 
not  fully  apparent,  the  word  commences 
with  the  second  letter.  Now  it  may  safely 
be  said  that  no  copy  is  genuine  which  has 
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not  the  above  imprints  ;  but  the  more  salient 
feature  is  absolute  identity  of  the  die  in 
all  varieties,  and  discrepancies  ouly  in  the 
lettering  and  inscriptions  on  the  stamp. 

Let  us  now  proceed  to  consider  those 
which  Fentonia  refers  to  :  she  has  specimens 
of  varieties  I.  and  II.,  on  which  she  reads  the 
imprint  as 

lith   at   wagners  (six  letters  indistinct), 

100,  CHESTNUT  ST.  ; 

but  if  a  clear  copy  be  looked  at,  it  reads 
lith    OF    wagner    M*    g    (indistinct),   100 

CHESNUT    ST. 

There  is  not  space  in  the  illegible  part  for 
the  UTGAN  of  the  original ;  there  is  no  "  &  " 
before  Ma ;  Mc-  is  rendered  Mr. ;  there  is  no 
comma  after  guigan,  nor  any  after  100,  as  in 
the  true  stamp ;  and  the  100  is  crowded, 
instead  of  being  well  spaced  out. 

On  looking  at  the  stamp  itself,  despatch  is 
spelt  dispatch,  i  for  e ;  none  of  the  lettering 
on  the  houses  is  to  be  found,  except  itho- 
graph  ;  Sinclair,  in  lieu  of  being  very  clear, 
is  an  unmeaning,  undecipherable  set  of 
lines ;  and  all  through  there  are  many 
differences,  hard  to  enumerate,  and  not 
worth  while  describing,  as  everyone  can 
most  decisively  judge  by  the  presence  or 
absence  of  the  foregoing  inscriptions. 

Fentonia' s  types  I.  and  II.  are  lithograph 
forgeries,  not  very  common ;  the  writer 
acquired  a  pair  of  them  in  December,  1862, 
when  forged  local  stamps  came  over,  and  no 
genuine  copies  were  known  as  standards  to 
judge  them  by.  This  very  pair  was  lent  to 
Mr.  Mount  Brown,  who  catalogued  them  in 
all  his  editions. 

There  remains  to  consider  what  Fentonia 
calls  her  "  type  III."  This  is,  as  she  will 
observe,  coarser  in  look,  in  drawing,  and 
execution,  than  the  others  ;  but,  like  them, 
it  is  an  absolute  impostor.  Like  them,  on 
the  bag  despatch  is  misrendered  dispatch. 
Unlike  the  genuine,  the  imprint  reads  plain 
enough,  t.  Sinclair's  lith.  The  man's  right 
toe  points  up,  instead  of  downwards ;  his 
form  is  too  clumsy.  The  whole  design  is 
too  rough  and  heavy  to  bear  a  moment's 
comparison  with  the  real  stamp. 

The  result  is  that  Fentonia  describes  with 
wonted  accuracy  three  indubitable  forgeries, 
all  which  can  be  detected  bv  the  indicia  above 


detailed,  by  which  also  the  genuine  stamps 
can  be  recognised.  The  latter  are  of  extreme 
rarity :  there  are  not  half-a-dozen  copies 
known  to  exist  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic, 
putting  all  three  varieties  together.  No 
reprints  from  the  genuine  die  are  known. 
While  originals  remain  thus  scarce,  all 
should  be  on  their  guard  against  deception  ; 
and  the  soundest  advice  the  writer  can  give 
is,  buy  nothing  as  genuine,  unless  you 
can  get  it  compared  side  by  side  with  an 
undoubtedly  authentic  example,  or  have  the 
guarantee  of  a  perfectly  responsible  seller. 
The  worth,  in  commerce,  of  a  genuine  copy 
is  from  eight  to  ten  pounds  sterling,  a  sum 
too  serious  to  be  hazarded  for  a  worthless 
forgery,  and  too  substantial  to  permit  of 
any  honest  dealer  selling  the  real  stamp  at 
a  figure  which  would  tempt  that  easy  prey, 
a  bargain  hunter. 

ANSWERS   TO   CORRESPONDENTS. 

Mr.  de  Ysasi  ;  A  London  Collector  ;  Le  Marquis 

de  L ;  Mr.  C.  van  Kin  sum  —  To  these  gentlemen 

our  best  thanks  are  due  for  the  various  items  of  intelli- 
gence communicated  by  them. 

Mr.  C.  van  Kinsum,  Amsterdam. — Our  publishers 
have  occasionally  found  among  their  stock  of  1865 
Brunswick  a  sheet  or  two  of  ^/perforated  stamps,  and 
we  are  of  opinion  that,  by  some  means  or  other,  they 
have  accidentally  escaped  the  rouletting  machine.  This 
may  be  the  case  with  your  one  groschen  rose. 

Incognito  informs  us  that  the  word  oer  on  the 
Danish  West  Indian  stamps,  of  which  we  could  not  guess 
the  meaning,  signifies  Islands,  the  entire  inscription, 
therefore,  reads  Danish  west  Indian  islands. — The 
unperf orated  laureated  French  stamps,  we  believe,  were 
never  used  in  France,  but  were  struck  off  to  satisfy  the 
desire  of  some  influential  collectors. 

H.  H.,  Xewham,  Truro. — (1)  Both  the  thick  and  thin 
paper  Indian  envelopes  are  collectable.  See  the  in- 
teresting monograph  on  the  Indian  stamps  in  the  present 
number.  (2).  We  have  not  seen  any  Spanish  Kepublic 
stamps  with  a  circular  piece  punched  out  of  the  centre, 
and  cannot  explain  the  reason  for  this  mutilation ; 
perhaps  Don  M.  P.  de  Figueroa  can  help  us.  (3).  For 
a  catalogue  of  fiscal,  railway,  and  telegraph  stamps  you 
had  better  apply  to  M.  J.  B.  Moens,  Brussels, 

G.  E.  D.,  Weymouth,  says  he  heartily  agrees  with 
what  Mr.  Killick  observes  of  English  envelopes.  Collec- 
tors who  cannot  afford  to  buy  them  at  dealers'  prices 
must  be  content  to  belvce  in  them,  as  they  can  never 
sec  them.  He  considers  himself  very  fortunate  in  having 
lately  received  the  Hd.  pink  and  2d.  blue,  and  adds, 
"Even  the  l|d.  adhesive  is  rarely  to  be  obtained  out 
of  our  great  cities,  and  ninety-nine  postmasters  out  of 
a  hundred  would  probably  think  you  mad  if  you  ventured 
to  assert  the  existence  of  our  2/-  and  5/-  adhesives. 
For  this,  however,  there  would  be  more  excuse,  as  the 
values  are  rarely  used." — He  saw,  some  years  ago,  an 
undoubted  Bergedorf  \  sch.  lilac  with  what  appeared 
to  be  a  Bremen  obliteration  mark. 
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ON   THE   PROVISIONAL  ISSUES   OF 
GUADALAJARA. 

(read  before  the  PHILATELIC  SOCIETY,  JAN.  3,  1874.) 

The  stamps  of  Guadalajara  constitute  a 
series  by  themselves  in  the  annals  of  phi- 
lately. That  a  town,  one  among  many,  in 
the  interior  of  a  large 
country  like  Mexico,  should 
issue  its  own  stamps,  of  a 
design  peculiar  to  itself,  to 
frank  postage  to  all  parts, 
as  well  domestic  as  foreign, 
and  this  at  a  time  when 
legal  governmental  issues 
were  in  full  course  through  the  rest  of  the 
country,  nay,  even  in  the  very  town  itself, 
is  a  fact  well  known  to  those  whose  atten- 
tion has  been  directed  to  the  history  of 
postal  matters ;  but  which  may  truly  be 
affirmed  to  be  unique  in  their  knowledge, 
and  to  the  uninitiated  must  appear  inex- 
plicable, if  not  incredible.  The  records  of 
our  science,  however,  are  full  of  instances 
which  at  first  sight  are  strange  :  they  yield 
to  patient  investigation,  and  furnish  results 
valuable  alike  to  the  historian  and  to  the 
chronicler  of  postal  issues. 

In  bringing  before  this  Society  the  fol- 
lowing remarks  on  the  subject  of  discussion, 
I  must  crave  the  indulgence  always  accorded 
to  the  efforts  of  a  pioneer.  So  far  as  my 
information  extends,  no  article  treating  of 
these  stamps  has  appeared  in  any  of  the 
journals  devoted  to  philatelical  literature, 
except  that  in  Le  Timbre-Poste  (vol.  viii., 
p.  92)  certain  forgeries  were  described. 
Much,  therefore,  which  may  hereafter  be 
advanced  must  be  regarded  as  tentative 
only,  and  the  mere  expression  of  my  indi- 
vidual opinion. 

The  first  notice  to  be  found  of  the  special 
issue  for  Guadalajara  was  in  The  Stamp- 
Collectors  Magazine  for  May,  1867  (vol.  v., 
p.  74),  where,  under  the  head  of  "  Newly  - 
issued  or  Inedited  Stamps,"  the  following 
observations  occur  : — 

Mexico. — A  correspondent  most  obligingly  sends  us 
some  specimens  of  a  new  stamp,  provisional,  as  he  calls 
it,  issued  by  the  liberal  party  at  Guadalajara.  He  vouches 
for  their  authenticity,  saying  the  copies  forwarded  were 
taken  from  letters  delivered  by  post  at  Zacatecas.     The 

VOL.  XII.     No.  13-1. 


specimens  are  of  the  rudest ;  a  plain  circular  black  line, 
enclosing  a  space  rather  larger  than  a  sixpence  ;  within, 
the  value  in  reales  in  small  roman  type,  and  the  year 
1867,  while  round  the  inner  edge  are  the  words,  in  thick 
black  letters,  franco  en  Guadalajara;  the  f  of  franco 
is  somewhat  like  an  E,  having  traces  of  the  lowest  limb 
of  the  latter  letter.  -They  are  adhesive,  unperforated, 
printed  in  black  on  plain  paper,  and  as  under:  — 

1  real,     blue,  light  blue. 

2  „        white,  green. 
4     , ,        white. 

Two  of  the  copies  we  saw  were  obliterated  by  a  two- 
lined  mark,  shaped  like  an  irregular  ellipse,  "having  a 
wreath  inside. 

Our  strong  impression  is  that  these  stamps  are  pure 
deceptions,  notwithstanding  our  correspondent's  vouch- 
er. The  very  selection  of  colours  would  indicate  as 
much ;  for  if,  as  supposed,  a  hurried  provisional  issue, 
why  two  colours  for  one  value,  especially  as  they  were 
both  printed  from  the  same  type?  Their  appearance, 
too,  is  generally  highly  suspicious,  and,  to  those  familiar 
with  forged  stamps,  eminently  suggestive.  On  testing 
them  by  the  postmark,  the  ellipse  shows  the  mark  of  a 
stamp  of  far  too  great  size  to  be  thus  employed,  and  on 
comparing  the  two  postmarked  copies,  the  curve  of  the 
ellipse  in  the  one  totally  differs  from  that  of  the  other, 
and  the  ivreath  altogether  varies  also  !  To  our  mind 
this  is  decisive  against  the  new  comers,  but  before  ex- 
pressing more  than  a  strong  present  opinion  against 
them,  we  wait  further  information.  They  have  a  strong 
case  to  make  out  to  establish  their  claims  to  be  ranked 
as  genuine. 

The  editor,  it  will  be  seen,  receives  the  new 
comers  with  distrust,  not  altogether  un- 
natural when  the  stamps  are  attentively 
regarded,  and  judged  by  their  appearance 
only. 

It  will  be  remembered  by  all  that  at  the 
period  of  the  issue  before  us  (1867),  the 
Empire,  under  Maximilian,  had  for  some 
years  been  established  in  Mexico ;  had  pos- 
session of  the  seat  and  offices  of  government, 
and  had  issued  the  series  bearing  the  eagle 
in  1864,  followed  by  the  lithographed  aud 
engraved  heads  of  the  Emperor  in  1866. 

The  Republic  never  entirely  ceased  to  be 
a  government  existing  cle  facto.  In  some 
part  or  other  of  the  country,  Juarez  had 
maintained  his  hold  on  certain  districts, 
notably  at  Monterey,  where  the  stamps 
(head  of  Hidalgo),  engraved  by  the  Ameri- 
can Bank  Note  Company,  of  New  York, 
were  issued  by  Juarez,  and  current  for  a 
short  time.  (I  may  remark,  perhaps,  en 
■passant,  that  this  issue  is  sometimes,  and 
with  presumable  accuracy,  stated  to  have 
taken  place  when  the  head-quarters  of 
Juarez  and  his  party  were  actually  at  Paso 
del  Norte,  a  town  on  the  Rio  Bravo  del 
Norte,  near   the   confines    of   Texas,   where 
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Juarez  had  retired  before  the  Imperialist 
forces,  and  to  be  near  his  American  friends 
and  sympathisers.)  At  this  period,  Guadala- 
jara was  held  by  the  Imperialists,  and  the 
eagle  series  was  in  use  at  the  post-office 
there. 

The  system  at  that  time  adopted  in  the 
distributing  department  of  the  Mexican 
post-office  was,  that  each  stamp  should 
bear,  by  a  surcharge,  the  year  of  issue  to 
the  branch  office  whence  the  public  was  to 
procure  it ;  and  that  the  several  batches  to 
the  various  post-offices  in  the  country 
should  each  bear  their  consecutive  consign- 
ment number  in  the  year.  Besides  this,  the 
name  of  the  office  of  issue  was  also  placed 
on  each  individual  stamp  before  it  was 
issued  to  the  public.  Of  the  eagle  series, 
produced  and  issued  under  the  Empire  in 
1864,  batches  stamped  146,  167,  and  243 
— 1864,  were  sent  to  Guadalajara;  in  1865, 
parcels  numbered  24  and  92 — 1865  were  con- 
signed there  ;  in  1866,  as  may  be  seen  plainly 
on  specimens  before  the  meeting,  the  num- 
bers were  20,  51,  and  92—1866.  Very  likely, 
in  1864,  and  also  in  1865,  stamps  issued  at 
Guadalajara  with  other  numbers  may  be 
found ;  the  above,  in  1864  and  1865,  I  have 
merely  noted  as  instances;  bat  in  1866  I 
have  discovered  none  but  those  bearing  the 
above,  nor  have  I  been  successful  in  finding 
any  for  the  years  1867  or  1868.  This  latter 
omission  has  no  significance,  as  the  eagles 
were  certainly  not  generally  distributed 
after  1866,  and  there  was  always  laxity  in 
carrying  out  the  above  system.  Sets  can  be 
found  with  and  without  names  of  the 
issuing  towns,  with  and  without  numbering 
and  date,  and  altogether  without  surcharge, 
in  almost  every  possible  combination. 

The  general  idea  is,  that  this  system  an- 
swered the  double  purpose  of  a  check  on  the 
employes  at  the  head  office  as  to  the  distri- 
bution, and  on  the  local  office  as  to  the 
issue.  Whatever  may  have  been  its  object, 
the  latest  issue  of  eagles  to  Guadalajara  I 
can  trace  was  that  numbered  92,  iu  1866. 
It  took  place  early  in  the  year :  one  of  the 
specimens  before  us  is  obliterated  April, 
1866 ; — how  long  before  the  stock  thus 
sent  was  exhausted  is  matter  of  speculation, 
in  the  absence  of  official  records.     This  we 


know,  that  towards  the  end  of  the  year,  the 
Juarez  party,  who  had  been  advancing 
southwards  all  the  autumn,  arrived  at 
Guadalajara,  and  obtained  possession  of  the 
town.  The  series  of  1866,  head  of  the 
Emperor  Maximilian  to  the  left,  had  made 
its  appearance  in  the  spring  of  1866,  first 
lithographed,  afterwards  (later  in  the  same 
year)  engraved.  An  issue  of  the  former 
type,  marked  12 — 1866,  was  made  to  the 
post-office  of  Zacatecas,  which  might  lead 
to  the  inference  that  there  was  an  issue,  in 
1866,  of  these  stamps  to  Guadalajara,  but  for 
the  fact,  that  the  Juarists  were  strong  in 
the  districts  round  it  from  June,  1866,  and 
had  acquired  that  town  before  they  obtained 
Zacatecas.  I  believe  no  issue  of  the  stamps, 
head  of  Maximilian,  was  made  to  Guadala- 
jara, for  the  reason  presently  mentioned. 

The  eagle  stamps  in  use,  in  1866,  at 
Guadalajara  were  obliterated  by  a  circular 
handstamp,  formed  of  a  single-lined  ring, 
inscribed  within,  round  the  circle,  in  block 
or  Egyptian  characters,  franco  en  Guadala- 
jara, with  the  date  in  the  centre  in  three 
lines  of  moveable  types.  The  f  is  not 
perfectly  formed :  it  looks  like  an  E,  with 
the  bottom  limb  partly  removed,  so  as  to 
leave  clear  traces  of  its  former  presence. 
Moens  and  Mahe  describe  it  in  the  stamps 
as  if  it  were  an  e,  making  the  word  read 
Era?ico.  This  is  as  much  beyond  the  truth 
one  way,  as  to  call  it  an  f  would  be  inaccu- 
rate the  other:  it  is  a  mongrel  sort  of  letter. 

The  state  of  this  part  of  the  country  was 
greatly  disturbed  in  the  summer  of  1866 ; 
and  when  the  Juarist  faction  got  possession 
of  the  town,  towards  the  end  of  that  year, 
it  seems  tolerably  certain  they  would  not 
themselves  procure  the  stamps  with  the 
Emperor's  head,  although  the  remainder  of 
the  eagles  might  be  used  without  objection. 
When  they  were  exhausted,  the  need  arose 
for  new  stamps,  and  the  ingenuity  of  those 
who  had  to  supply  the  requirement  could 
devise  no  better  expedient  than  that  of 
utilising  the  obliterating  mark  in  use, 
making  a  new  arrangement  of  moveable 
types  in  the  centre,  to  express  the  year  of 
issue  and  value,  and  producing  a  new 
obliterating  stamp,  for  use  in  lieu  of  that 
thus    appropriated.         The    postmaster    at 
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Guadalajara,  at  this  time,  was  Don  Guade- 
loupe Montenegro.  He  appears  to  have  had 
the  provisional  stamps  struck  off  and  issued, 
without  having  obtained  any  authority 
from  the  President  of  the  Republic,  Don 
Juarez,  who  is  stated  to  have  commenced 
legal  proceedings  against  him  for  this  act. 
The  postmaster  was  able,  of  course,  to 
ensure  currency  in  his  own  office  to  his  own 
issue,  and  this  was  all  that  was  intended 
or  desired.  I  have  heard  that  the  result 
of  this  appeal  to  the  law  by  Juarez  was  the 
conviction  of  the  postmaster. 

Hence  the  famous  provisional  issues  of 
this  town,  current,  more  or  less,  during  the 
years  1867  and  1868.  Again  I  may  pause 
to  remark  that  the  history  of  parties  and 
dynasties,  sometimes  even  of  nations  and 
races,  is  legibly  written  on  such  ephemeral 
creations  as  postage  stamps  ;  the  refine- 
ments and  necessities  of  civilization  and 
intercourse,  as  thus  exemplified,  form  a 
delicate  gauge  of  the  material  prosperity 
of  a  kingdom,  and  of  the  stability  of  its 
government. 

The  stamps  may  conveniently  be  con- 
sidered under  the  heads  of  design  ;  paper, — 
including  watermark ;  perforation  ;  and  ob- 
literation. 

First,  then,  of  Design. 

This  has  already  been  described,  and  is 
the  old  obliterating  handstamp,  the  only 
variations  being  in  the  central  filling  up. 
The  die  is  the  same  throughout,  both  1867 
and  1868  :  the  circular  legend  consequently 
never  alters.  Of  values  there  are  five, 
viz.  :  \  real,  1  real,  2  reales,  4  reales,  and 
1  peso  ;  obviously,  therefore,  each  of  these 
required  a  fresh  setting-up  of  the  central 
part.  These,  issued  in  1867,  comprehended 
all  five  values,  in  all  of  which  but  the  medio 
the  designation  of  currency  was  expressed. 
That  stamp  bears  simply  medio  in  small 
Roman  capitals  (not  giving  any  denomi- 
nation whether  real  or  peso),  and  the  date 
1867.  The  one  real  has  two  types,  dis- 
tinguishable by  the  one  being  rendered, 
respectively,  un  and  Un;  the  variety  un  is 
found  in  all  the  varieties  on  wove  paper, 
and  on  them  alone.  Moens  catalogues  Un 
real  vert  (Mahe's  vert  d'ecm),  on  wove,  with 
a  capital   U.      This  type  on  green  wove  is 


singular :  all  varieties  on  watermarked 
papers  are  of  the  Un  type — so  far  as  my 
experience  extends,  it  is  restricted  to  them. 
The  two  reales  was  also  twice  set  up  :  the 
first  set  has  the  bottom  limb  of  the  2  on  a 
line  with  reales,  the  s  of  which  is  a  little 
higher  than  the  other  letters  ;  in  the  later 
set,  the  2  is  elevated  above  the  line,  has  a 
dot  after  it,  and  the  second  e  of  reales  is 
perceptibly  above  all  the  other  letters.  Of 
the  4  reales,  there  are  two  types,  distin- 
guishable by  the  presence  or  absence  of  a 
dot  or  stop  after  the  figure  4.  Of  the  one 
peso,  there  are  two  types ;  one  variety  has 
the  word  un  small  letters,  the  other  has  Un 
with  a  capital. 

There  are  thus,  except  of  the  medio, 
two  distinct  types,  at  least,  in  all  the  other 
values  of  1867.  In  the  series  on  papier 
quadrille  occurs  the  so-called  l867,  error 
of  date — l  for  1.  Moens  catalogues  this, 
and  a  specimen  is  in  my  collection  on  the 
table  ;  but  if  we  look  at  the  Un  peso  of 
this  set,  the  same  thing  appears  :  the  right 
lower  base  of  the  figure  1  prints,  the  left 
does  not — it  is  a  mere  flaw  of  the  printing, 
not  an  error  in  the  type  setting.  With  the 
single  exception  of  a  capital  or  small  u  in 
the  word  un,  all  the  letters  and  all  the 
figures  in  the  central  part  used  in  1867  are 
the  same ;  the  sole  variations  being  due  to 
different  setting-up  of  the  type,  and  punctu- 
ation. 

In  the  1868  set  there  are  but  two  values, 
viz. :  1  real  and  2  reales.  Of  these  the 
one  has  un  real  in  small  letters;  and  an 
error  has  the  letters  of  the  word  reversed, 
reading  nu  very  plainly.  This  is  on  thick 
green  laid  paper,  and  a  clear  copy  will  be 
seen  on  sheet  4  of  my  specimens  on  the 
table.  There  are  also  two  types  of  the 
2  reales :  one  with  the  figure  2  upside  down, 
as  given  by  Moens.  This  I  never  yet  met 
with.  The  letters  and  figures  used  in  the 
centre  part  of  the  1868  values  are,  with  the 
necessary  variations  of  the  final  7  to  8  in 
1868,  the  same :  variations  are  due  entirely 
to  typa  setting  and  punctuation,  as  in  those 
of  the  former  year. 

Thus  there  appear  to  have  been  two  clew 
settings-up  and  varieties  of  each  type  (ex- 
cept the  ^  real)  in  each  year. 
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The  "error"  1863  is  due  to  imperfect 
printing  of  the  figure  8,  and  is  not  a  typo- 
graphical error.  The  "error  "  1869  I  never 
saw,  but  believe  it  to  be  of  the  same  de- 
scription :  these  are  merely  examples  badly 
struck,  mal  venus,  as  the  French  say. 

The  stamps  were  printed  by  hand,  sepa- 
rately, on  plain  white  wove  paper,  at  first 
imperforate,  but  adhesive  ;  and  were  at  first 
affixed,  I  am  told,  in  the  post-office,  and  not 
delivered  in  sale  to  the  public  till  some 
little  interval.  After  a  short  time  it  was 
found  desirable  to  rule  off  the  sheets  of 
paper  on  which  the  stamps  were  to  be 
struck  into  squares,  so  as  to  guide  the  eye 
of  the  stamper  where  the  die  was  to  fall, 
or  to  guide  in  severing  them.  Accordingly, 
we  find  pencil  squares,  with  sides  mea- 
suring, as  nearly  as  niay  be.  1}  inch,  clearly 
visible  on  many  of  the  full-margined  copies 
before  us.  This  ruling  was  done  after  the 
paper  was  gummed. 

RAMBLES   AT  HOME  AXD  ABKOAD. 

BY   QUELQU'rX. 

In  the  month  of  February  last  we  indulged 
in  a  ramble,  having  for  its  object  to  induce 
collectors  to  concentrate  their  energies  on 
the  collection  of  postage  stamps,  rather  than 
to  fritter  them  away  in  collecting  together 
anything  that  could  be  called  a  stamp,  how- 
ever absurd  its  purpose  was.  TVe  do  not 
find  fault  with  the  collection  of  such  things  ; 
but  we  find  fault  with  the  mixing  up  the 
collection  of  such  things  with  that  of 
postage  stamps.  VTe  like  to  see  one  thing 
done  well,  rather  than  half-a-dozen  things 
done  indifferently  well.  Dr.  Magnus,  in  his 
reply  to  our  suggestion  that  the  collection  of 
railway  tickets  would  be  as  instructive  as 
that  of  tobacco  wrappers,  card  stamps,  bung 
and  physic  labels,  and  such  like,  grows  quite 
pleasant,  and  says,  in  effect,  those  English 
people  have  no  right  to  talk  if  we  like  to 
collect  such  things,  for  they  collect  any- 
thing, no  matter  how  ridiculous  it  is :  they 
even  collect  pictures  of  birds  and  animals, 
ships'   crests,   and   eccentric    monograms !  * 

*That  little  imp,  the  printer's  devil,  has  lately  made 
the  editor  of  a  contemporary  promise  us  a  rather  eccentric 
nomogram  of  United  States"  official  stamps. 


We  resided  some  years  in  France,  and  we  cer- 
tainly failed  to  see  that  the  mania  colligendi 
was  confined  to  the  English,  though  we  did 
find  that  there  existed  amongst  the  French 
people  a  considerable  love  of  novelty  and 
change ;  perhaps  with  them  postage  stamps 
are  getting  a  little  worn  out,  then  down  with 
them,  and  up  with  the  fiscals. 

It  is  not  everyone,  however,  who,  like 
the  doctor,  has  either  the  talent  or  the 
money  to  make  a  methodical  collection  of 
stamps  in  general.  The  doctor  seems  to 
make  a  very  simple  definition  of  what  is  a 
stamp,  and  what  is  not.  According  to  him, 
a  stamp  is  a  stamp ;  it  must  be  called  a 
stamp,  for  a  man  would  be  fit  for  a  mad- 
house who  should  go  into  a  post-office  and 
ask  for  a  postage  ticket,  or  into  a  railway 
station  and  ask  for  a  railway  stamp.*  We 
are  not  answerable  for  the  number  of  mean- 
ings which  the  French  word  timbre  may  be 
capable  of  bearing;  but,  in  truth,  the  ad- 
ministration here  has  never  called  adhesive 
stamps  anything  but  labels.  They  are  not, 
strictly  speaking,  stamps,  and  we  are  quite 
submissive  enough  to  own  that  they  have 
never  been  termed  tickets,  unless  those 
railway  parcel  labels,  catalogued  by  M. 
Regnard,  may  not  fitly  be  called  tickets. 

The  author  of  a  monograph  on  "  The 
Fiscal  Stamps  of  France,"  which  has  re- 
cently appeared  in  the  Gazette  des  Timbres, 
and  who  is  also  the  author  of  the  papers  on 
':  The  Formation  of  a  Methodical  Collection 
of  Stamps,"  referred  to  in  our  February 
ramble,  now  alters  the  definition  of  a  stamp 
previously  given  by  him,  and  insists  so  much 
on  the  analogy  between  a  postage  and  a  fiscal 
stamp,  that  one  would  almost  be  led  to 
believe  them  to  be  the  same  thing  under  a 
different  appellation.  A  postage  stamp  is  a 
stamp;  a  fiscal  stamp  is  a  stamp:  therefore, 
a  postage  stamp  is  a  fiscal  stamp.  A  false 
syllogism,  our  Oxford  friends  will  say,  and 
so  say  we,  who  only  owe  our  education  to 
the  sister  university;  but  we  will  give  the 
author's  own  words,  and  then  our  readers 
will  be  able  to  form  their  own  opinion  of 
French  logic. 

In  a  scientific  point  of  view,  a  postage  stamp  and  a  fiscal 

*  [Vfe  may  refer  our  readers  to  the  observations  on  this 
point  at  page  129  of  our  last  volume. — En.} 
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stamp  both  present  the  essential  characteristic  of  consti- 
tuting a  sort  of  special  paper  money,  which  the  adminis- 
tration manufactures,  and  delivers  to  the  public  for  the 
payment  of  a  tax  or  an  impost.  It  would  seem,  then,  that 
the  collection  of  fiscal  stamps  ought  to  be  regarded  by 
serious  amateurs  with  the  same  favour  as  the  collection 
of  postage  stamps.  .  .  .  The  very  object  of  an 
adhesive  stamp  is,  that  it  is  destined  to  be  delivered  by 
the  administration,  at  the  full  amount  of  its  nominal 
value,  to  whoever  wishes  to  use  it,  and  so  be  given  back 
to  the  administration  in  payment  of  the  impost  at  par 
by  whoever  is  the  holder.  It  is  created  for  the  purpose 
of  being  put  in  circulation.  It  thus  constitutes  a  sort 
of  paper  money  sui  generis,  for  a  limited  and  special 
purpose.  It  must  not  be  confounded,  without  doubt, 
with  paper  money  properly  so  called,  and,  for  example, 
with  a  bank  note,  the  object  of  which  is  to  supply, 
optionally  and  sometimes  obligatorily,  the  place  of  cash 
for  every  description  of  payment ;  but  it  may,  like  paper 
money,  circulate  from  one  hand  to  another,  and  it  even 
replaces  cash  in  the  payment  of  the  tax  to  which  it  is 
applicable,  between  the  individual  who  has  to  pay  and 
the  administration.  It  possesses  this  feature  to  such  a 
degree  that,  beyond  its  legal  destination,  it  serves  as 
paper  money  for  small  sums.  It  is  thus  that  we  daily 
see  persons  in  business  indicating  to  their  customers,  in 
their  advertisements,  the  sending  of  postage  stamps  as  an 
easy  and  economical  means  of  payment. 

It  is,  lastly,  because  the  adhesive  stamp  presents  a 
triple  interest,  historic,  administrative,  and  artistic,  that 
the  idea  of  collecting  them  has  arisen.  In  all  these 
points  of  view  the  fiscal  stamp  differs  in  nothing  from 
the  postage  stamp.  Both  differ,  on  the  other  hand, 
immensely  from  the  documents,  journals,  and  tickets,  to 
which  they  would  wrongly  liken  the  fiscal  stamps.  Let 
us  conclude,  then,  in  repeating,  that  in  a  scientific  point 
of  view  fiscal  stamps  present  the  same  features  as  postage 
stamps  :  that  they  doubtless  constitute,  in  the  class  of 
adhesives,  a  special  subdivision,  but  barring  this  dis- 
tinction, they  form  part  of  the  same  group,  and  are 
only  one  of  the  categories  of  the  same  class ;  and  con- 
sequently, apart  from  the  personal  preferences  of  a 
collector,  and  consulting  the  principles  only  of  this 
branch  of  numismatics,  the  collection  of  fiscal  stamps 
must  take  its  place  side  by  side  with  the  collection  of 
postage  and  telegraph  stamps. 

This  peroration  almost  takes  one's  breath 
away.  We  have  sought  in  vain  for  any 
argument;  postage  stamps  and  fiscal  stamps 
are  mixed  about  with  true  thimble-rig  dex- 
terity, and  we  get  into  that  sort  of  maze  we 
remember  to  have  experienced  in  boyish 
days,  when  we  endeavoured  to  trace  out  the 
relationship  between  Jack  and  John,  on  the 
hypothesis  of  Jack's  father  being  John's 
son.  One  common  feature,  however,  ap- 
pears to  be  much  relied  upon,  as  it  is  printed 
in  italics — that  both  postage  stamps  and 
fiscal  stamps  are  created  to  be  put  into 
circulation.  This  condition,  then,  excludes 
all  such  stamps,  fiscal  and  postage,  as  are 
not  issued  to  the  public,  but  are  affixed  by 
the  administration,  and  cancelled  by  it  after 
being  affixed.     Again,  they  both  constitute 


a  sort  of  paper  money,  but,  to  our  ideas,  of 
a  very  inconvertible  kind,  save  in  those 
countries  where  the  post-office  is  kind 
enough  to  buy  back  its  stamps  at  a  dis- 
count. The  same  favour  does  not  seem  to 
be  extended  to  fiscal  stamps,  and  we  have 
never  heard  of  any  tradesman  offering  to  re- 
ceive payment  in  Common  Law  or  Chancery 
stamps.  We  would  recommend  the  author  to 
read  the  paper  reprinted  in  the  first  volume 
of  this  magazine  (page  19)  from  All  the 
Year  Round,  and  he  will  there  see  that,  in 
the  opinion  of  the  writer  of  that  paper,  a 
postage  stamp  was  much  superior  to  paper 
money,  and  was  almost  as  good  as  a  restau- 
rant ticket  in  that  respect.  The  real  fact 
is,  that  a  large  number  of  fiscal  stamps  are 
created  only  for  the  purpose  of  facilitating 
the  government  book-keeping,  or  why  should 
a  "  search  stamp,"  available  at  Doctors' 
Commons,  be  useless  at  Serjeants'  Inn?  As 
we  said  before,  we  find  no  fault  with  col- 
lectors of  anything — a  collection  of  no- 
matter-what  is,  to  a  certain  extent,  in- 
teresting,— but  we  look  on  the  collection  of 
postage  stamps  as  we  would  on  the  collec- 
tion of  oil-paintings  to  form  a  gallery,  and 
we  do  not  see  that  we  are  to  be  told  to 
fill  it  up  with  water-colours  and  engravings, 
simply  because  they  are  all  pictures,  neither 
are  we  bound  to  admit  every  wretched 
caricature  that  we  meet  with. 

Before  closing  this  part  of  our  ramble, 
we  would  offer  one  word  of  apology  to  the 
editor  of  TJte  Philatelist  for  the  observation 
we  made  in  our  February  ramble.  We 
stated  that  we  regretted  to  see  an  indi- 
cation of  some  uncertainty  whether  or 
not  he  might  become  an  advocate  of  fiscal 
stamp  collecting.  In  reply,  he  says,  "We 
are  accused  in  some  of  our  contemporaries 
of  advocating  the  collection  of  such  im- 
pressions. The  head  and  front  of  our 
offending  consists  in  merely  mentioning  the 
fact  that  some  philatelists  include  them  in 
their  collections  in  a  supplementary  album. 
The  editor  of  a  newspaper  may  as  well  be 
said  to  recommend  highway  robbery  or 
murder  because  he  chronicles  such  occur- 
rences." 

We  perfectly  agree  with  him  so  far ;  but 
suppose    the    editor,    after    relating    some 
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highway  robbery,  were  to  go  on  to  say,  as 
our  friend  the  editor  did:  "We  abstain. from 
any  opinion  on  the  propriety,  or  otherwise, 
of  thus  extending  our  field  of  research, 
meaning  simply  to  chronicle  the  fact  at 
present,  and  reserve,"  &c,  we  should  be 
inclined  to  say  that  the  editor's  opinion  of 
meum  and  tuum  did  not  appear  to  be  of  a 
very  fixed  nature. 


In  turning  over  a  somewhat  voluminous 
English  correspondence,  which  fell  into  our 
hands,  we  have  stumbled  upon  a  few  things 
some  of  which  seem  worth  the  chronicling. 
We  found  a  large  number  of  sheets  with 
the  envelope  stamp  on  Dickinson  paper,  but 
only  during  the  years  1844  and  1845.  We 
have  an  envelope  on  Dickinson  paper  of 
the  small  size,  the  die  of  which  is  dated 
1860,  but  we  also  found  envelopes  of  the 
same  size  on  plain  paper,  the  die  being 
dated  1858,  leading  us  to  the  supposition 
that  the  authorities  at  Somerset  House  used 
up  some  remnants  of  the  Dickinson  paper, 
subsequently  to  the  date  of  the  employ- 
ment of  plain  paper. 

We  further  found  a  large  number  of  let- 
ters stamped  with  a  variety  of  ''Penny  Post" 
stamps.  It  would  seem  that  for  some  time 
after  the  commencement  of  the  penny  post- 
age certain  outlying  districts  still  retained 
their  penny  posts,  which  had  originally 
been  established  for  the  conveyance  of 
the  correspondence  to  and  from  the  towns 
through  which  the  mail  passed.  A  letter 
now  goes  from  the  Land's  End  to  John  o' 
Groat's  for  the  like  sum.  All  honour  be  to 
such  men  as  Rowland  Hill  and  George 
Stephenson,  who  brought  about,  and  dis- 
covered the  means  of  carrying  into  effect, 
a  revolution  which,  taking  its  rise  in 
England,  has  gradually  travelled  through 
Europe,  and  embraced  the  whole  civilised 
world. 


CONCERNING   THE   FIRST   SPANISH 
POST    CARD. 

The  Spanish  post  card  has  been  the  object 
of  criticism  both  at  home  and  abroad. 
1  ader  his  accustomed  nom  de  plume  of 
"Dr.  Thebussem,"  our  learned  contributor, 


Don  Pardo  de  Eigueroa,  has  replied  to  the 
objections  which  have  been  raised,  and.  very 
appropriately,  has  had  his  reply  printed 
on  the  back  of  the  inculpated  card.  Thus 
the  five  hundred  copies  struck  off  by  Dr. 
Thebussem  carry  their  justification  on  their 
back. 

The  doctor  first  addresses  himself  to  the 
task  of  answering  the  objection  of  the 
philatelic  press,  that  the  design  of  the  im- 
pressed stamp  is  copied  from  that  of  the 
current  Belgian,  arms  series ;  and  disposes 
of  it  by  stating  that  the  Madrid  engraver 
has  had  it  in  hand  ever  since  1869.  From 
this  the  doctor  deduces  that  the  Belgian 
design  is  really  a  copy  of  the  Spanish,  an 
argument  which  is  hardly  tenable,  unless 
it  can  be  proved  that  the  design  was  com- 
municated by  the  Madrid  engraver  to  his 
confrere  at  Brussels.  Failing  such  proof, 
however,  the  Madrid  artist  is  entitled  to  the 
credit  of  priority  of  conception;  whilst  the 
curious  fact  remains  that  two  types,  present- 
ing many  striking  points  of  similarity,  were 
imagined  almost  simultaneously  by  the  en- 
gravers of  two  different  countries. 

Passing  from  this  subject,  the  learned 
doctor  easily  refutes  a  series  of  hypercritical 
objections  advanced  by  his  compatriots. 
The  presence  of  the  bust  of  the  Republic  on 
the  impressed  stamp,  coupled  with  the  word 
espaxa  in  the  lower  margin,  is  held  by  the 
fault-finders  sufficient  to  indicate  the  form 
of  government,  and  render  unnecessary  the 
inscription  eepublic  ESPANOLA  ;  to  which  the 
doctor  replies,  that  the   repetition  does  no 

harm.     The  formula  Sr.  D is  attacked, 

as  there  may  be  persons  to  whom  it  does 
not  apply.  Says  the  doctor,  Run  your  pen 
through  it.  There  is  not  room  enough  for 
a  long  address.  Write  smaller,  replies  the 
doctor.  The  marginal  inscription  is  am- 
biguous, say  the  cavillers :  it  gives  rise  to 
this  and  that  interpretation.  These  are 
sophistries,  answers  our  contributor :  the 
inscription  is  in  ringing  Castilian,  which 
Cervantes  might  envy.  Last  comes  the 
objection,  that  the  sender  of  a  post  card  is 
required  to  sign  his  name  to  the  communi- 
cation he  writes  on  it,  a  formality  not 
exacted  in  other  countries.  With  a  fine 
stroke  of  irony,  Dr.  Thebussem  replies,  If 
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the  signature  were  optional,  how  could  the 
government  prosecute  those  who  might  con- 
spire by  means  of  anonymous  cards,  and 
how  could  it  maintain  the  peace  of  the 
country  ?  And  with  this  the  learned  doctor 
concludes  a  publication  which,  in  the  fullest 
sense  of  the  word,  is  a  postal  one. 

PAPERS  for  BEGINNERS.— No.  XXXIII. 

BY  OVEUY   TAYLOR. 

EUROPE. 

fubedt. 

The  first  series  of  the  Lubeck  stamps  made 
its  appearance  on  the  1st  January,  1859. 
The  design  is  a  neat  one,  but 
as  the  stamps  are  lithographed, 
the  counterfeit  manufacturers 
have  been  able  to  produce 
very  effective  and,  consequent- 
ly, dangerous  imitations.  The 
forgeries  are  generally  post- 
marked with  three  or  four 
lightly  struck  bars,  and  as  they  have 
obtained  an  unusually  wide  acceptance, 
I  think  I  cannot  do  better  than  subjoin 
an  extract  from  The  Philatelist  of  1871, 
giving  the  distinctive  points  of  the  genuine 
stamps,  that  those  of  my  readers  who  may 
already  possess  specimens  of  the  first  series, 
may  be  able  to  test  them,  and  that  those 
who  do  not  may  be  on  their  guard.*     This 

*  h  schg. — Eagle's  right  beak  does  not  go  against  the 
wing.  The  bird  does  not  touch  the  label  in  any  place. 
There  is  no  period  after  schilling.  The  lines  by  which 
the  figures  are  divided  are  very  fine,  and  the'  figures 
themselves  are  small. 

1  schg. — Eagle  very  much  like  the  one  upon  the 
genuine  \  sch.,  but  the  right-hand  head  is  more  flattened, 
and,  consequently,  shapeless,  ein  is  in  letters  of  the 
same  size  as  those  used  in  the  words  following  it. 

2  schg. — Eagle's  left  beak  touches  the  wing,  and  the 
right  one  nearly  so ;  there  are  no  dots  between  the  heads 
and  wings.  Over  the  u  a  diaeresis  of  very  small  solid 
dots. 

2|  schg. — Eagle's  left  claw  is  at  some  little  distance 
from  the  inscribed  riband.  No  full -stop  after  any  of  the 
words.  All  the  fractional  figures  are  very  small,  and  the 
strokes  dividing  them  nearly  indistinct.  The  topmost 
of  the  three  dashes  under  the  upright  stroke  upon  the 
left-hand  is  merely  a  dot. 

4  schg. — The  third  segment  of  eagle's  right  wing 
touches  the  riband.  There  are  either  four  or  five  dots 
(but  only  three  are  clearly  formed)  in  the  hollow  between 
the  beak  and  wing,  and  those  not  together,  but  dispersed, 
p  in  postmarke  almost  touches  the  fold  of  the  band. 


is  the  more  necessary,  as  all  five  values  were 
produced  from  separate  matrix-stones,  and 
differ  in  various  minor  details  from  each 
other. 

Two  editions  of  this  type  are  stated  to 
exist, — one  with  a  kind  of  watermark,  or 
indentation,  consisting  of  a  number  of  small 
rosettes;  the  other  without  watermark.  The 
latter  was  the  first  to  appear;  the  water- 
marked edition  being  issued  in  1862.  The 
existence  of  the  rosette  marks  was  discovered 
in  1866  by  M.  Moens,  who  states  that  they 
disappear  when  the  gum  at  the  back  of  the 
stamps  is  dissolved.  I  have  never  had  the 
good  fortune  to  meet  with  any  gummed 
individuals  of  the  dissolving-watermark  set ; 
but  the  authority  of  M.  Moens,  backed  by 
that  of  M.  Berger-Levrault,  is  a  sufficient 
reason  for  its  acceptance.  My  readers 
may,  perhaps,  be  able  to  discover  copies 
among  their  own  collections.  The  low 
prices  at  which  specimens  are  offered  by 
their  Belgian  discoverer,  proves  that  they 
are  not  rare.*     The  colours  are  as  follows  : 

1859.  1862. 

(Plain  baclcs.)  (Flower  pattern.') 

\  sch.,  lilac.  lilac. 

1  „      orange,  yellow,  orange. 

2  „      brown.  red-brown,    dark 

brown. 
2  \     ,,      lake.  rose. 

4       „      dark  green.  bright,   deep,   and 

yellow-green. 

Besides  the  above,  there  exists  a  curious 
anomaly,  which  is  found  in  both  sets — a 
2  schg.  brown,  with  the  value  in  words, 
two  and  a  half  schilling  (zwei  ein  halb),  on 
the  lateral  scrolls.  The  printing  of  the 
2J  schg.  in  brown  could  be  easily  explained 
as  a  mere  printer's  error,  but  the  contra- 
diction between  the  figure  and  the  inscrip- 
tion of  value  is  curious,  and  can  only  have 
resulted  from  some  strange  oversight  on  the 
designer's  part. 

A  new  series  was  issued  on  the  1st  July, 
1863,  which  forms  a  striking  contrast  in 
design,  execution,  and  printing  to  its  pre- 

*  [We  do  not  know  whether  M.  Moens  has  altered  his 
opinion  since  1866,  but  he  now  includes  in  his  catalogue 
the  series  with  petitcs  fieurs  in  watermark,  and  we  have 
ourselves  seen  sheets  ungummed,  in  which  the  water- 
mark in  the  paper  is  very  distinct.— Ed.] 
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decessor.  It  is  modelled  on  the  Prussian 
tvpe  of  1861,  and  the 
praise  of  a  certain  prim 
correctness  can  hardly  be 
denied  it.  The  arms  are 
in  white  relief,  and  the 
lettering  and  figure  of 
value  sunken.  The  spell- 
ing of  the  name  of  the 
city    is     changed     from 

LT7BECK    to    LUEBECK,    and 

the  latter  form  is  maintained  in  the  subse- 
quent emissions.  The  colours  are  bright, 
and  so  regular  was  the  impression,  that  no 
colour  varieties  are  known.  The  five  va- 
rieties are  as  follows  : — 

|  schg.,     green, 

vermilion, 
rose, 

ultramarine, 
bistre, 

In  the  following  year  (May,  1864),  the 
series  was  supplemented  by  the  issue  of  an- 
other lithographed  stamp 
— the  If  schilling  brown. 
The  design  is  finely 
drawn,  and  in  its  general 
disposition  is  copied  from 
the  engraved  type,  but 
the  extremely  wide  bor- 
der is  an  objectionable 
feature,  and  the  absence 
of  perforation — the  division  between  the 
stamps  being  indicated  by  a  simple  coloured 
line — is  also  a  drawback,  at  least  from  a 
utilitarian  point  of  view. 

The  list  of  adhesives  winds  up  with  the 
rather  ornate,  but  not  un- 
pleasing,  1J  schilling  lilac, 
issued  in  1866.  This  stamp 
shows  a  modification  of 
the  1863  design ;  the  oval 
frame  is  enclosed  in  an 
octagon,  which  sets  it  off ; 
and  the  corners  are  filled 
in  with  a  light  ground  pattern. 
ENVELOPES. 
Only  one  scries,  properly  so  called,  was 
issued;  but  it  is  subdivided  into  first  emis- 
sion.—  stamp  struck  in  left  upper  corner 
(  1  363);  and  second  emission, — stamp  struck 


in  right  upper  corner  (1865)  ;  and  in  1866 
the  number  of  values  was  recruited  by  the 
addition  of  the  \\  schg.  The  other  values 
are  those  of  the  1863  set.  The  1^  schg.  is 
not  represented.  The  colours  are  almost 
identical  with  those  of  the  corresponding 
adhesives;  there  is,  however,  one  rare  shade, 
the  lilac-blue  2|  schg.  (to  left),  which  was 
discovered  after  the  suppression  of  the  series. 
Secondary  varieties  also  arise  out  of  a  differ- 
ence in  the  microscopic  inscription  above  the 
stamp  in  the  second  emission.  All  the  values 
exist  with  the  word  schilling  in  this  inscrip- 
tion written  without  a  final  E  ;  and  two  of 
them,  the  2  schg.  and  4  schg.,  likewise  have 
the  word  with  the  final  e  added  ;  of  the  two 
denominations  just  named  the  variety  show- 
ing the  added  letter  is  the  commonest.  The 
1\  schg.  differs  from  the  adhesives  only  in 
the  absence  of  the  lace  pattern  outside  the 
octagon,  which,  on  the  envelope,  would 
have  been  unnecessaiy. 

All  the  Lubeck  stamps  were  withdrawn 
at  the  close  of  the  year  1867,  when  the 
postal  service  was  taken  over  by  the  Prus- 


CORRIGENDA. 
Hungary. — In  describing  the  stamps  of 
this  country,  the  very  simplicity  of  the 
subject  led  me  unfortunately  into  a  serious 
omission  (for  which  my  sincerest  apologies 
are  due  to  my  readers) — that  of  the  enve- 
lope series  and  newspaper  wrappers.  Let 
me  then  here  state  that  the  envelope  stamps 
are  of  the  lithographed  adhesive  type,  and 
are  struck  in  the  following  colours  : — ■ 
3  kr.,     green. 

5    „       dull  rose,  carmine- rose. 
10    ,,       bright  and  pale  blue. 
15     ,,       bistre  and  dark  bistre. 
The  newspaper  wrapper  bears  an  impression 
from  the  2  kr.  die,  struck  to  the  left  of  the 
wrapper,  in  orange. 


The  United  States  Official  Stamps. — The  de- 
partments are  constantly  in  receipt  of  letters  from  stamp 
collectors  throughout  the  country,  enclosing  money  and 
requesting  to  he  furnished  with  sets  of  the  new  depart- 
ment postage  stamps.  The  requests  hare  to  be  refused, 
as  there  is  no  lawful  authority  allowing  such  use  to  be 
made  of  the  stamps,  and  the  money  is  returned  to  the 
senders. — Xciv  York  Herald. 
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NEWLY-ISSUED    OR   INEDITED 
STAMPS. 

Spain.— This  country  is  again  an  exhibitor 
in  the  "  new  issue "  department,  and  the 
design  by  which  it  is  re- 
presented is  at  least  entitled 
to  "honourable  mention" 
for  neatness.  The  stamp, 
of  which  we  give  an  illus- 
tration, bears,  instead  of  the 
well-known  word  correos, 
the  inscription  impuesto  de 
guerra,  signifying,  literally, 
impost  of  war  or  war-tax,  and  represents  a 
uniform  extra  postal  rate  of  5  cent  de  peseta 
on  all  letters,  except  those  which  are  posted 
and  delivered  in  one  and  the  same  town. 
The  mere  fact  that  the  change  is  made  ex- 
pressly for  the  purpose  of  supplying  funds 
towards  the  prosecution  of  the  war,  does 
not  rob  the  stamp  of  its  postal  character. 
The  same  purpose  might,  have  been  gained, 
but  at  a  greater  expense  of  time  and  labour, 
by  the  simple  surcharging  of  the  existing 
postage  stamps,  and  it  would  have  been 
no  part  of  our  business,  in  that  case,  to 
inquire  how  the  extra  revenue  thus  ob- 
tained was  applied.  In  Italy,  ten  years 
ago,  the  letter  rate  was  raised  from  15  c.  to 
20  c,  to  assist  in  meeting  a  deficiency  in  the 
general  revenue ;  and  for  a  similar  reason 
an  advance  was  made  in  France  just  after 
the  war.  We  have  thought  it  as  well  to 
anticipate,  in  the  foregoing  remarks,  the 
objections  which  might  be  raised  to  the 
reception  of  the  new  Spanish  stamp,  on  the 
ground  that  it  represents  a  tax  and  not  a 
postal  charge ;  and  trust  our  readers  will  not 
consider  we  have  wasted  our  space.  This 
latest  addition  to  the  already  long  list  of 
Spanish  issues  is  printed  in  black  on  thin- 
nish  white  paper,  perforated;  the  armorial 
bearings  are  those  which  were  in  use  during 
the  interregnum.  The  emission  was  au- 
thorised by  a  decree  of  the  2nd  October, 
1873  ;  and  New  Year's  Day  was  fixed  for  the 
issue.  The  stamp  must  be  put  on  every 
letter  which  circulates  beyond  the  limits  of 
the  town  in  which  it  originates,  but  not  on 
post  cards,  nor  on  correspondence  for  and 
from  abroad.     The  decree  gives  directions 


for  the  issue  of  another  war  stamp,  value 
10  c.  de  peseta ;  but  the  latter  is,  no  doubt, 
intended  to  supplement  the  fiscal  stamps. 

In  the  Revista  de  Correos  for  December, 
Don  M.  P.  de  Figueroa  gives  a  resume  of 
the  philatelic o-legal  acts  of  the  year,  among 
which  he  includes  a  circular  of  the  General 
Deputation  of  the  Seignory  of  Vizcaya  (the 
Carlist  administration),  dated  the  22nd 
November,  1873,  organizing  the  service  in 
that  province  and  in  Alava,  Guipuzcoa,  and 
Navarre.  The  second  article  reads  thus : 
"  Prepayment  shall  be  obligatory  by  means 
of  a  seal  or  common  stamp,  which  will  be 
sold  to  the  public  in  the  offices  and  posts 
which  shall  be  established  by  the  respective 
Deputations  and  the  Royal  Administrative 
Junta  of  Navarre,  at  the  price  of  one  real 
de  vellon  (copper  real)."  Respecting  this 
decree  the  learned  author  observes,  that 
the  articles  are  drafted  in  a  remarkably 
minute  and  intelligent  manner,  and  that  it 
is  curious  that  there  is  nothing  in  the  para- 
graph above  quoted  to  identify  the  "  common 
stamp"  referred  to  with  that  known  to  phi- 
latelists as  the  Don  Carlos  stamp.  The  pre- 
sumption, he  adds,  is  in  favour  of  its  indi- 
cating a  forthcoming  emission.  The  circular 
is  dated  from  Durango,  and  bears  sundry 
signatures.  It  was  copied  into  a  Bilbao 
paper,  La  Guerra,  whence  it  was  extracted 
by  Don  M.  P.  de  Figueroa.  In  contrast 
with  his  argument  that  the  decree  refers  to 
a  projected  issue,  must  be  placed  M.  Moens 
statement  that  he  has  received  a  specimen 
of  the  known  type  (with  the  accent  over  the 
N  in  Spain)  value  1  rl.,  obliterated  with  a 
lozenge  in  the  centre  of  three  rows  of  dots, 
disposed  also  in  the  form  of  a  lozenge,  and 
bearing  a  circular  postmark  inscribed  villa 
rl.  (Royal  Town)  de  zumarraga  guipuzcoa, 
13th  December,  whence  our  Belgian  confrere 
concludes  that  the  authenticity  of  this  long- 
disputed  issue  is  now  determined. 

Holland. — Another  variety  of  the  ordi- 
nary post  card  for  home  use  has  made  its 
appearance.  It  would  seem  that  the  stock 
of  the  last  issued  2  J  cents  has  been  exhausted, 
and,  pending  the  preparation  of  a  fresh  sup- 
ply, recourse  has  been  had  to  the  earliest 
unstamped  card,  with  four  line  inscription  at 
the  bottom.     On  this  card,  in  the  usual  place, 
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has  been  printed  the  2 J  cent  stamp  (arms 
in  beaded  circle;  NEDERLAND  above,  value 
below)  which  figures  on  the  ordinary  card  ; 
but  as  it  is  struck  in  reddish  lilac,  and  the 
frame  is  in  mauve,  the  contrast  afforded  by 
the  two  shades  evidences  the  provisional 
character  of  the  issue.  Prior  to  its  emission 
the  unstamped  cards  were  sold  with  an 
adhesive  2|  c.  affixed  to  them. 

The  50  cents  of  the  adhesive  series,  of 
which  the  issue  was  begun  more  than 
eighteen  months  ago,  was  to  make  its  ap- 
pearance on  the  1st  ult.  As  to  the  25  c, 
the  supply  has  not  yet  been  printed. 

Italy. — The  Italian  post  cards,  the  emis- 
sion of  which  has  been  alternately  decreed, 
countermanded,      and 
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■decreed,  made  their 
appearance  on  New 
Year's  Day,  or,  to 
speak  "  by  the  card," 
on  the  31st  December, 
1873.  The  post-office 
authorities,  foreseeing 
that  people  would  like 
to  make  use  of  the 
cards  to  convey  their  seasonable  wishes  to 
their  friends,  obtained  leave  to  issue  them  a 
day  in  advance,  and  no  doubt  the  accruing 
profit  to  the  state  justified  their  application. 
The  design,  we  feel  sure,  will  be  pronounced 
an  elegant  one.  It  is  a  reminder  of  the 
essays  which  made  their  appearance  some 
twelve  years  back,  and  is,  no  doubt,  like 
them,  of  native  origin.  It  will  be  remarked 
that  the  stamp  does  not  bear  any  indication 
of  value,  and  this  for  a  very  good  reason. 
The  same  design  serves  for  the  single  and 
for  the  reply-paid  card;  and  whilst  the 
price  of  the  single  card  is  10  centimes,  the 
price  of  the  double  is  only  15  centimes. 
This  reduction  in  price  for  the  latter  is 
another  of  the  many  innovations  which  have 
resulted  from  the  introduction  of  post  cards. 
Compared  with  our  own  and  some  other 
countries,  the  cost  of  the  single  card  is  high, 
but  still  it  is  only  half  the  Italian  letter  rate, 
and  it  is.  at  any  rate,  lower  than  that  of  the 
French  cards.  Furthermore,  it  will  be 
noticed  that,  unlike  the  French,  there  are  no 
special  cards  for  local  correspondence.  The 
single  and  double   cards    differ  from   each 


other  only  in  their  inscriptions,  and  in  the 
tint  of  the  cards  themselves.  The  former  is 
in  brown  on  huff,  and  is  inscribed  cartolina 
postale,  dieci  CENTESiMi.  The  latter  is  in 
brown  on  rose,  with  the  first  half  inscribed 

CARTOLIXA      POSTALE,     CON       RISPOSTA      PAGETA, 

quindici  ckxtesimi;  and  the  second  simply 
risposta.  Lender  the  inscriptions  is  the  shield 
of  Savoy,  surmounted  by  a  crown ;  and  in 
the  left  lower  corner  the  usual  letter-press, 
indicating  that  the  address  only  must  be 
written  on  the  front ;  and  in  the  right  upper 
corner,  a  circle  for  the  postmark.  The 
stamp  itself,  as  will  be  seen  from  our  en- 
graving, is  to  left. 

We  have  just  received  from  an  esteemed 
correspondent  a  series  of  the  current  issue 
of  the  stamps  for  this  country,  of  the  values 
of  1  c,  2  c,  5  c,  10  c,  20  c,  40  c,  60  c, 
and  2  lire,  surcharged,  in  black,  with  the 
word  estero  (foreign)  ; — this  inscription 
being  printed  in  ordinary  Roman  capitals, 
in  an  inverted  arc.  Six  of  these  values 
differ  slightly  from  the  Italian  stamps 
proper  in  not  having  the  corner  ornaments  ; 
and  the  remaining  two  (the  5  c.  and  2  lire) 
have  the  pattern  in  angles  so  altered  as  to 
present  a  more  open  appearance.  We  are 
informed  that  this  issue  was  made  under  the 
authority  of  the  Italian  government,  at  the 
commencement  of  the  present  year,  for  the 
purpose  of  prepaying  the  postage  of  letters 
from  foreign  ports  on  the  Mediterranean  to 
Italy. 

Tolima. — Quoting  here  from  Le  Ttmbre- 
poste,  we  have  to  chronicle  the  discovery  of 
a  specimen  of  the  known  primitive  type 
with  two  faults :  ef.,  in- 
stead of  ee.,  and  CORRCOS 
for  coereos.  M.  Moens 
refers  also  to  our  remarks 
on  the  15  c.  Tolima  stamp 
described  by  us  in  a  re- 
cent number.  He  seems  to  think  that  we 
set  ourselves  up  as  the  champions  of  that 
stamp.  Such  is  not  the  case.  We  merely 
described  a  specimen  which  was  sent  to  us 
still  attached  to  the  original  envelope,  and 
side  by  side  with  a  genuine  Antioquian  5  c, 
and  as  the  two  stamps  were  obliterated  with 
one  and  the  same  postmark,  we  argued  that 
if   the  postmark  were  genuine,  the  Tolima 
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stamp  must  also  be  so.  To  this  M.  Moens 
opposes  the  fact  stated  by  us,  that  the 
number  of  stars  is  not  the  same  on  the  two 
values  of  the  doubtful  type,  and  that  neither 
number  agrees  with  that  found  on  all  the 
other  Granadine  stamps;  he  also  asks  why 
the  arms  should  differ  on  this  Tolima 
design,  and  of  what  use  would  be  such  a 
value  as  15c,  seeing  that  it  is  unknown  in 
the  country.  These  objections  are  not  in 
themselves  fatal  to  the  authenticity  of  a 
stamp  which  M.  Moens  himself  takes  care 
now  to  say  he  does  not  condemn,  but  they 
are  undoubtedly  worthy  to  be  weighed  in 
the  scale  against  the  favourable  evidence 
which  fell  into  our  hands  ;  and  we  leave 
them  for  our  readers'  consideration. 

Dutch  East  Indies. — A  consignment  of 
the  following  new  values  and  post  cards 
has  recently  been  sent  out  to  Java : — 

1  cent  greenish  grey. 

15     „  brownish  bistre. 

25     „  violet. 

2J  florins       head  green,  frame  violet. 

UNPAID    LETTER    STAMPS. 

5  cents  yellow  on  white. 

10     „  green  on  yellow. 

20     „  green  on  blue. 

The  ordinary  adhesives  are  of  the  type 
already  in  use,  and  the  unpaid-letter  stamps 
resemble  in  all  points  those  of  the  mother- 
country. 

The  post  cards  are  divided  into  single 
and  reply-paid,  all  of  the  same  general  de- 
sign. The  ordinary  card  has  the  5  cent 
adhesive  type  in  the  right  upper  corner, 
bkiefkaart  in  the  centre,  the  Malay  inscrip- 
tion kartoe  pos  (post  card)  in  front  of  the 
stamp,  and  the  translation  in  Javanese  to 
the  left  on  the  same  line  ;  under  the  stamp, 
alamat  (address),  and  the  Javanese  equiva- 
lent at  the  other  end  ;  and  in  the  centre,  on 
the  same  line,  adres  in  Dutch.  The'  reply- 
paid  cards  have  in  addition,  outside  the 
frame,  antwoord  betaald  on  the  first  half, 
and  vooruitbetaald  antwoord  on  the  second, 
with,  in  each  case,  the  Malay  and  Javanese 
translations.  There  were  three  essays  pre- 
pared for  each  type,  differing  among  them- 
selves only  in  the  pattern  of  the  frames,  and 
the  characters  of  the  letter-press.  The 
adopted   type    of  the   ordinary  card  has  a 
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border  resembling  that  on  the  current 
Belgian,  and  the  frame  of  the  reply-paid 
card  shows  a  pattern  formed  of  a  plait 
on  coloured  ground.  The  reply-paid  opens 
from  the  right,  like  the  Dutch  cards.  Both 
cards  are  printed  in  violet  on  buff. 

Russian  Locals. — Sarutaff  (Saratoff). — ■ 
The  annexed  type  is  another 
of  those  described  by  us  in 
our  "  July  list,"  and  it  cor- 
responds in  every  respect 
with  our  description,  except 
in  so  far  as  regards  the  date, 
which  had  been  changed 
from  1869  to  1871.  The 
impression  is  struck  in  blue 
on  thin  white  paper. 

Dnieprovsk   or  Aleschfa/   (Taurida).— This 
design  was  also  mentioned  in  the  initial  list 
above    referred    to.      The   inscriptions    are 
divided  in  the  follow- 
ing  manner.      In  the 
upper    margin,    rukal 
stamp  ;  in  the  lower,  of 

THE    DISTRICT    OF    DNIE- 

prowsk  (abbreviated)  ; 
and  in  the  centre,  FOR 

LETTERS     5    KOP.       It    is 

printed  in  plain  black  on  white.  M.  Moens 
says  that  the  town  of  Dnieprovsk  is  situated 
at  the  mouth  of  the  Dnieper,  was  founded 
in  1 711,  and  is  inhabited  by  the  Cossacks.  It 
is  now  called  Aleschky,  by  which  name  it  is 
designated  on  all  the  maps,  but  the  adminis- 
tration has,  nevertheless,  made  use  of  the 
primitive  denomination. 

Nolinsk  (Katka). — A  new  type,  resem- 
bling in  its  general  dispositions  type  No.  4 
(represented  in  our  vol.  xi.,  page  120),  has 
just  made  its  appearance. 
2  [  IIott  j*ap.  1 2  It  is  struck  in  black  on 
dark  red,  glazed  paper, 
and  as  it  is  but  a  rough 
typographic  composition, 
there  are  as  many  varie- 
ties as  stamps  in  a  sheet. 
These  changes  offer  very 
if  Le  Timbre-poste  be  cor- 
as  it  no  doubt  is,  they 
and    have    no 


HHCEMX 
5    K. 


AHtnp.  y  waa. 


little  interest,  for 
rectly   informed, 
originate    with   the   printer, 
special  signification. 

Fatejh  (Koursk). — If  further  proof 


were 
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ssary  of  the  primitive  nature  of  the 
district  postal  service  in  out-of-the-way 
parts.  after  the  example  given  in  the  pre- 
ceding paragraph,  it  conld  be  adduced  in 
the  fact,  that  at  Fatejh  the  rural  postm 
makes  use  of  all  kinds  of  envelopes  indiffer- 
ently. Thus  M.  Moens  catalogues  no  less 
than  eighteen  varieties  in  all  on  white  wove, 
vish  white  wove,  white  laid,  very  thin 
white   laid  pinkish    white   laid  and  white 

.  coloured  on  the  inside :  and  this  i  : 
two  values,  bine  (4  kop. )  and  red  (6  kop.) 
The  colour  of  the  stamp  alone  indicates  the 
value :  the  texture,  shape,  and  tint  of  the 
envelopes  are  immaterial.  The  colours  of 
the  stamps,  as  may  be  supposed,  also  vary 
considerably.  Thus  we  have  blue,  pale  blue, 
bright  blue,  and  dark  blue,  pale  and  bright 
vermilion,  and  brick-red. 

.  (Pskoff). — In  contradistinction 
to  the  practice  in  Fatejh.  at  Toropetz  the 
size  of  the  envelope  indicates  the  value. 
Those  which  measure  14^  x  11  centimetres 
are  sold  at  6  kopeks,  of  which  one  kop.  repre- 
sents the  cost  of  the  envelope,  and  the  other 
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centimetres  are  sold  at  11  kop..  of  which,  in 
like  manner.  1  kop.  s'oes  to  pay  for  the  cost 
of  the  envelope,  and.  as  it  is  cut  out  by 
hand,  the  price  is  certainly  not  too  high. 

K  :  pt. — The  intelligence  that  a  new  series 
of  adhesives  is  shortly  to  be  issued  will  be 
received  with  unmixed  pleasure  by  collectors, 
and  they  will  not  be  surprised  to  learn  that 
the  preparation  of  the  forthcoming  type  was 
decided  on  as  soon  as  the  present  hideous 
emission  saw  the  light. 

Tasmania. — Quite  a  change  has  come  over 
the  current  penny  stamp.  Originally  issued 
in  carmine-rose,  and  clearly  printed,  it  now 
makes  its  appearance  in  a  thick  dull  red.  and 
is  so  badly  printed  that  the  profile  in  the 
centre  is  hardlv  more  than  an  unsiehtlv 
blotch. 

Turkey. — Our  Belgian  contemporary  has 

found  some    ^perforated    10  paras    brown 

jreen  among  a  lot  of  used  stamps, 

and  he  notices  that  the  5  piastre,  perf.  7.  is 

now  printed  "milky"  blue,  greenish  grey, 

ish  bine. 

Vl  •. — Our    Brighton    contemporary 

has  official  authority  for  stating  that  a  half- 


penny adhesive  is  on  the  point  of  beinsf 
issued  for  this  colony,  to  supersede  the 
strangely  contrived  provisional  in  present 
use. 

S  :7ZERLa:nT'. — The  •:>  centime  Swiss  post 
card  has  just  changed  its  colour  from  rose  to 
chocolate,  possibly  because  the  latter  is  :. 
near  approach  to  the  colour  of  the  corre- 
sponding adhesive. 

NOTES  AND    QUERIES. 

BY   AMATEUK. 

Spanish  Antilles. — This  seems  rather  a 
fanciful  title,  used  as  we  are  in  England  to 
confound  all  the  stamps  of  the  Western 
Spanish  Colonies  under  the  head  of  Cuba, 
the  tendency  of  which  is  to  make  us  almost 
lose  sight  of  Puerto  Rico.  This  result  is  one 
no  longer  to  be  apprehended  among  careful 
philatelists,  because  it  has  become  necessary 
to  make  a  very  substantial  distinction : 
the  last  named  island  alone  rejoi: 
the  provisional  issues,  i.e.,  those  of  1868 
and  1669.  head  of  Queen  Isabella  I.  to  the 
left,  surcharged  habilitado  por  la  xaciox. 
Cuba  has  7i  ere  r  thus  surcharged  its  stamps, 
the  common  classification  which  assigns  the 
stamps  thus  utilized  for  the  Republic 
equally  to  Cuba  and  Puerto  Rico  is  er- 
roneous: all  stamps  so  marked  are  of  Puerto 
Rico  origin  solely.  The  Republic  was  not 
proclaimed  in  Cuba  till  after  the  series  of 
stamps  of  the  colonies  issued  by  it  was 
ready  for  use.  Puerto  Rico  auth : 
in  advance  of  the  more  western  isle,  and  not 
only  proclaimed  the  Republic  but  issued  the 
surcharged  stamps,  following  in  this  respect 
the  example  set  by  the  mother- country. 

The  sets  of  1868  and  1869  (5  c.  10  c. 
20  c.  and  40  c. )  each  are  to  be  found  thus 
surcharged,  and  as  they  are  somewhat  rare 
already,  future  collectors  will  find  them  diffi- 
culties in  their  way. 

My  object  in  calling  attention  to  this 
subject  is  because  a  very  deceptive  sur- 
charged set  of  the  1869  issue — 
1"  c.  br  iwn,  20  c.  orange,  and  40  c.  lilac — 
_  rmine  stamps,  lies  before  me,  hut  the 
surcharge  is  false.  It  may  be  useful  to 
point  out  a  ready  method  of  detecting  the 
criminals.     In  the  genuine  provisional,  the 
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words  of  the  middle  Hue,  POR  LA,  lie  very 
apparently  nearer  to  the  word  nacion  than 
to  the  word  habilitado.  In  these  falsifi- 
cations, por  la  is  placed  exactly  in  the 
middle,  and  is  as  far  from  the  upper  as 
from  the  lower  word. 

For  a  second  test  (which  comparison 
renders  much  more  certain  to  apply),  in  the 
false  the  first  and  last  words  are  in  larger 
type ;  notably  habilitado. 

For  a  final  test,  the  originals  have  a  stop 
after  nacion  ;  the  false  have  none. 

The  source  whence  these  come  is  calcu- 
lated to  inspire  confidence ;  there  can  be 
little  doubt  they  were  surcharged  in  Madrid, 
the  type  and  style  being  identical  with  that 
used  to  surcharge  some  of  the  Spanish 
stamps,  which  are  properly  enough  thus 
marked,  probably  by  the  very  same  types 
and  setting  up  as  that  which  has  been,  I 
think,  improperly  used  thus  to  mark  some 
sheets  of  the  colonials  which  had  not  been 
exported.  If  this  view  of  mine  be  .correct,  a 
very  curious  incident  has  been  detected, — a 
genuine  stamp,  imprinted  with  a  genuine 
surcharge,  and  yet  a  falsified  result,  the 
component  parts  each  genuine  separately,  but 
in  a  combination  which  is  not  possible. 

This  set  will  remain  among  the  curiosities 
of  stamp  collectors,  which  seems  appropriate 
enough,  as  their  wants  or  desires  unques- 
tionably led  to  its  manufacture. 

Stamps  with  lined  hack-grounds. — ■ 

M.  Moens,  in  his  catalogue,  describes 
Austria,  1870,  same  issue  as  1867,  head  to 
right  on  solid  back  ground,  as  also  existing 
in  the  5  kr.,  10  kr.,  and  15  kr.  values  on 
back  ground  formed  of  lined  squares  {fond 
quadrille). 

After  giving  the  French  series  of  1869, 
laureated  head  of  Emperor  on  solid  back- 
ground (fond  uni),  he  names — in  1870  the 
same  type  (30  c.)  on  fond  ligne  horizontale- 
ment. 

Now,  all  these  stamps  are  plate  printed 
from  metal  dies  ;  and  it  is  inconceivable  that 
such  cross-hatched  ground-work  could  be 
employed  :  no  engraver  would  think  of  it, 
and  no  reason  seems  to  exist  for  making 
it.  These  varieties,  too,  are  not  very  com- 
mon ;  I,  therefore,  sought  an  explanation  of 


the  difference,— which  really  exists, — in  the 
printing  operations,  and  think  I  have  found 
it.  The  secret  lies  in  the  inking  process ; 
when  the  roller  is  not  fully  inked,  it  leaves 
traces  of  the  cloth  fabric,  with  which  its 
outer  surface  is  covered,  on  the  plate ;  the 
ink  only  fills  up  the  interstices  in  the  cloth, 
and  the  lines  of  warp  or  woof,  or,  in  fond 
quadrille,  of  both,  are  plainly  left ;  the  plate, 
thus  imperfectly  inked,  renders  an  accurate 
impression  on  the  paper,  and  hence  the 
varieties  in  question. 

They  are,  therefore,  simply  due  to  im- 
perfect inking ;  whether  collectable  or  not, 
must  depend  on  the  taste  of  each  individual. 
It  is,  however,  decidedly  wrong  to  class 
them  as  varieties  of,  or  rank  them  on  a  par 
with,  errors  in  the  dies. 

THE   PHILATELICAL    SOCIETY, 
LONDON. 

The  seoond  meeting  of  the  season  took 
place  at  Mr.  Philbrick's  chambers,  Lamb 
Building,  Temple,  on  Saturday,  3rd  Janu- 
ary, at  3  p.m.  Sir  Daniel  Cooper,  Bart., 
President,  in  the  chair. 

The  subject  for  discussion  was  the  stamps 
of  Guadalajara  (not  Guatemala,  as  the 
editor  of  the  Philatelist  erroneously  an- 
nounced), and  the  members  brought  their 
entire  collections  of  Mexico  to  the  meeting. 

The  attendance  was  numerous,  and  the 
interest  keen,  notwithstanding  that  the 
papers  read  were  long.  We  were  glad  to 
notice  that  the  after  discussion  was  not  of 
so  desultory  a  nature  as  sometimes  it  has 
been ;  and  we  think  there  is  an  evident 
improvement  in  the  plan  of  restricting  it 
more  to  the  immediate  subject  in  hand, 
than  of  letting  it  ramble.  Let  us  rectify 
an  error,  which  crept  into  our  report  of  the 
last  meeting :  one  noticed  by  the  respected 
Secretary,  viz.,  that  no  strangers  were  pre- 
sent at  the  former  meeting, — the  plan  on 
which  the  Society  has  reconstructed  itself 
being  to  recognise  all  fellow- workers. 

The  proceedings  of  the  day  began  by 
"  H.  O.  W."  reading  a  Reference  List  for 
Mexico,  which  was  designed  for  these 
columns.  The  Vice-President  then  read 
his  essay  on    "  The  Provisional  Stamps  of 
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Guadalajara,"  a  part  of  which  appears  in 
our  issue  of  this  month ;  the  rest  will 
follow. 

After  the  papers  were  read,  a  cordial 
vote  of  thanks  Avas  passed  to  the  writers 
for  their  pains.  A  general  comparison  of 
the  stamps  on  the  table  then  ensued. 

In  the  course  of  this  examination  it  was 
remarked  that  the  4  reales  (head  of  Hidalgo) 
black  on  yellow,  with  Gothic  lettering,  was 
not  to  be  found  in  any  collection,  and  no 
one  present  had  seen  a  copy.  Moens  cata- 
logues it,  but  whether  from  hearsay  or  not 
is  impossible  to  say.  Copies  of  this  stamp,- 
not  surcharged  in  Gothic,  came  over  on 
letters  with  other  stamps  surcharged  in 
Gothic,  during  the  currency  of  the  latter 
series. 

Of  the  stamps  of  Guadalajara,  nothing 
appeared  which  was  unnoticed  in  the  Vice- 
President's  paper,  except  that  the  present 
issue  are  sometimes  obliterated  with  the  old 
round  mark  which  served  for  the  stamps  of 
1867  and  1868.  The  President  showed  a 
finely  postmarked  pair  of  the  12  cents  blue 
with  this  obliteration  on  them. 

Before  the  meeting  adjourned  (to  31st 
January,  at  the  same  place  and  hour),  some 
discussion  took  place  as  to  the  subject  for 
next  meeting;  but  ultimately  Col.  Main- 
waring' s  paper  on  British  India,  in  The 
Stamp-Collector' s  Magazine  for  January, 
1874,  decided  the  meeting  to  make  that 
country  the  subject  of  a  special  research, 
in  the  hope  that  some  of  the  hitherto  un- 
described  rarities  enumerated  in  that  paper 
may  be  unearthed.  Any  of  our  readers 
possessing  such  are  invited  to  communicate 
the  fact  to  our  editor. 

REVIEWS  of  POSTAL  PUBLICATION'S. 

The  Philatelical  Catalogue.      By  Edward  L. 

Pemberton.     Parti.     Dawlish  :  James  R. 

Grant  &  Co. 
The  first  part  of  this  valuable  work  is 
before  us,  and  we  lose  no  time  in  informing 
our  readers  of  the  fact  of  its  issue  ;  but  be- 
yond stating  that  it  is  admirably  printed  and 
arranged,  we  cannot  attempt  any  criticism 
of  its  contents,  for  we  have  not  had  sufficient 
time  to  go  through  them  carefully ;  and  an 


incomplete  notice,  based  on  a  hurried  glance 
through  the  book,  would  be  unjust  both  to 
the  author  and  to  our  readers.  Next  month 
we  purpose  giving  an  analysis  of  the  issued 
part,  and  we  cannot  better  indicate  our 
appreciation  of  its  importance  than  by  ex- 
pressing the  hope  that  every  reader  will  be 
able  to  follow  our  observations,  copy  in  hand. 


The  Imperial  Postage  Stamp  Album  and  Cata- 
logue. Illustrated.  By  E.  S.  Gibbons. 
London :  H.  F.  Kirkman ;  Plymouth : 
Stanley  Gibbons  &  Co. 

We  have  here,  in  a  very  effectively  got  up 
and  profusely  illustrated  volume,  a  new 
competitor  for  favour,  the  appearance  of 
which  is  one  among  many  signs  that  the 
taste  for  stamp  collecting  is  on  the  increase. 

The  plan  on  which  this  album  is  executed 
is  after  that  first  adopted  by  Lallier,  viz.,  a 
catalogue  for  reference  on  the  left  page,  and 
ruled  spaces  for  the  stamps  on  the  right 
page.  To  assist  the  beginner,  many  illus- 
trations are  added,  which  will  prevent  error 
in  placing  the  specimens  in  their  posi- 
tions ;  some  of  these  engravings,  however 
(e.g.,  that  on  page  196,  of  the  unattainable 
essays  of  Dutch  Guiana),  will  certainly 
tend  rather  to  puzzle  the  collector.  The 
album  is  brought  down  to  the  present  time, 
including  issues  so  late  as  the  new  set  of 
Bolivar.  Another  novel  feature  is,  that 
spaces  for  post  cards,  to  be  collected  entire, 
are  left.  We  do  not  quite  see  why  these 
should  have  the  pas  of  envelopes,  wmich  in 
this  album  must  be  cut  and  fitted  to  the 
spaces  left  for  them ;  but  the  step  is  in  the 
right  direction,  and  the  beginner  who  has 
used  an  album  like  this  to  commence  with, 
will  be  able  to  act  on  his  own  judgment  in 
his  succeeding  volume. 

We  are  somewhat  at  a  loss  to  comprehend 
the  principle,  if  any  there  be,  by  which 
some  post  cards  are  to  be  collected,  and 
others  are  entirely  ignored.  Thus  in  Austria 
and  Austrian  Italy  three  species  of  cards 
only  are  provided  for,  and  no  mention  made 
of  those  of  Ruthenia,  Bohemia,  or  the 
Polish  or  Sclave  provinces. 

If  we  turn  to  British  Guiana,  the  first 
series,   and  the  oblongs  of   1856,  are  alto- 
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gether  omitted  ;  the  arrangement  in  Hayti 
(p.  278)  is  somewhat  confused,  owing,  in 
part,  to  a  misprint  of  UN  for  Un,  and  in  part 
to  the  system  of  ignoring  paper  and  water- 
marks on  which  this  album  is  conceived. 

But,  on  the  whole,  it  strikes  us  as  fairly 
executed,  and  quite  sufficient  for  a  tyro  to 
begin  upon.  The  illustrations  of  arms  are 
good  (they  have  a  strong  resemblance  to 
those  in  Alwin  Zschiesche's  Grerman  Stamp 
Album,  which  latter  could  hardly  have  been 
"  specially  prepared  "  for  Mr.  Gribbons's 
book)  ;  the  price  is  reasonable ;  and  among 
the  various  albums  planned  in  this  style, 
we  think  this  new  comer  has  a  claim  to 
its  share  of  the  patronage  of  the  public. 

POSTAL  CHIT-CHAT. 

A  Post-office  Story. — It  is  reported  at  St.  Martin's- 
le-Grand  that  one  Saturday  afternoon,  about  two  o'clock, 
one  of  the  cerberi  stationed  about  the  entrance  of  the 
great  ones  of  the  post-office  espied  a  little  gentleman 
in  a  suit  of  rusty  black,  evidently  looking  for  something 
which  he  could*  not  find.  Being  accosted,  he  seemed 
overcome  with  the  magnificence  of  the  uniformed  mes- 
senger, but  at  last,  recovering  his  self-possession,  he 
intimated  that  he  would  have  conference  with  the  Secre- 
tary, Mr.  Tilley.  "  What !  "  exclaimed  the  messenger, 
supposing  from  his  appearance  and  manner  that  the 
speaker  was  on  a  missing-letter  errand,  "  AVhat,  see  Mr. 
Tilley  on  a  Saturday  afternoon  after  1,  p.m  !  I  tell  you 
what;  it  can't  be  done.  You'd  better  come  on  Monday 
morning."  The  stranger  said  that  he  would  rather  see 
him  now.  The  messenger  was  determined  to  guard,  if 
necessary,  his  chiefs  sanctum.  At  last  the  little  gentle- 
man said,  "At  least,  tell  Mr.  Tilley  I  am  here."  "But 
I  don't  know  who  you  are,"  said  the  messenger.  "A 
pretty  mess  I  should  get  into  agoing  into  the  Secretary, 
and  a -saying,  '■He's  outside,  and  wants  to  come  in.' 
Why  it's  as  much  as  my  place  is  worth.  However,  you 
can  leave  your  card,  and  maybe  he'll  give  you  an  ap- 
pointment. '  "I  haven't  got  a  card,"  replied  the  be- 
sieger. "  Well,  come  into  my  room,  and  write  your  name 
on  a  bit  of  paper."  On  this  the  two  went  into  the 
porter's  room,  and  the  messenger  received  a  piece  of 
paper  bearing  the  words,  "Dr.  Lyon  Play  fair,  Postmaster- 
General."  The  messenger  has  since  recovered  from  his 
astonishment,  but  remembers  nothing  that  transpired 
during  the  rest  of  that  day.—  Civil  Service  Review. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 

THE  AUSTRIAN  JOURNAL-TAX  STAMPS. 

To  the  Editor  of"  The  Stamp-Collector's  Magazine." 

Dear  Sir, — I  beg  to  offer  a  few  remarks  about  the 
square  Austrian  journal  stamps.  Every  account  I  have 
seen  of  these  stamps  agrees  in  stating  that  they  were,  and 
are  still,  used  as  a  tax  on  foreign  newspapers  entering 
the  Austrian  dominions.  Having  noticed  several  of 
these   stamps   obliterated  by  being  printed  over  in  the 


same  manner  as  the  French  journal  stamps,  I  am  led  to 
infer  that  either  they  are  also  used  as  a  tax  on  home 
journals,  as  well  as  foreign,  or  that  they  are  allowed  to 
frank  the  Austrian  journals  through  the'post. 

If  the  latter  supposition  be  correct,  these  often  con- 
demned, but  generally  admitted,  stamps  have  as  much 
right  in  a  postage-stamp  album  as  any  others  issued  for 
postal  purposes. 

I  do  not  see  how  the  stamps  can  be  obliterated,  as 
stated,  by  the  Austrian  officials  ;  it  must  have  been  done 
when  the  journal  was  printed. 

Perhaps  some  collector  can  explain  this,  to  me,  rather 
puzzling  anomaly. 

Tours  respect  full  v, 

Xether  Hearth,  Alston.  WM.   YIPOND. 


THE  SECRET  MARKS  ON  THE  PERUVIAN 

STAMPS. 

To  the  Editor  of '"The  Stamp-Collector'  sMagazixe." 

Dear  Sir,— In  the  January  number  of  the  Stamp- 
Col  ector's  Magazine,  I  find  a  very  interesting  article  by 
"  Fentonia,"  on  the  subject  of  the  "Secret  Marks  on 
the  Stamps  of  Peru,"  which  has  led  me  to  examine 
closely  the  few  stamps  of  that  country  which  I  possess. 

I  find  that,  in  the  1856  or  Llama  series,  the  5  centavos 
possesses  a  not  very  conspicuous  clot  over  the  last  letter 
of  Peru,  but  the  10  centavos  and  20  centavos  possess  what 
appears  to  me  to  be  an  accent  over  that  letter,  as  apparent 
as  that  over  the  e  in  correos,  which  is  entirely 
omitted  in  the  o  centavos. 

In  the  article  on  the  stamps  of  New  South  Wales, 
I  would  beg  to  point  out,  that  no  mention  is  made  of  the 
threepence  green,  laureated  profile,  watermarked  with 
numeral  of  value. 

I  remain,  yours  truly, 

Plymouth.  CHETH. 

[We  have  received  a  letter  respecting  the  Peruvian 
secret  marks,  couched  in  almost  identical  terms,  from 
another  correspondent,  who  signs  himself  "Dot;"  and 
a  third,  under  the  signature  E.  W.  S.,  calls  our  attention 
to  the  fact  that  "Fentonia"  does  not  give  the  same 
test  for  the  20  c.  (llama)  as  for  the  two  others.  On 
referring  to  the  article,  we  find  that  the  reference  to  the 
20  c  is  not  quite  so  clear  as  could  be  wished  ;  we  cannot 
think  that  so  practised  an  observer  as  Fentonia  could 
have  passed  over  such  comparatively  prominent  marks 
as  the  accents  over  the  e  of  correos  and  the  u  of  peru, 
in  both  the  10  c.  and  the  20  c,  and  yet,  in  her  reference  to 
the  latter  value,  that  lady  speaks  merely  of  a  variation  in 
the  shape  of  "  the  two  dots  at  each  end  of  the  upper 
labels."  We  think  some  further  explanation  on  this 
point  is  desirable,  the  more  so,  as  we  are  not  quite  clear 
as  to  the  ornaments  described  as  "the  two  dots." — Ed.] 


To  the  Editor  of  "Tub  Stamp-Collector's  Magazine." 

Sir, — I  regret  to  find  that  on  reading  over  my  article 
on  this  subject,  I  have  inadvertently  committed  an 
unaccountable  blunder  in  the  last  paragraph,  relative  to 
the  20  centavos  of  the  triple  llama  set  of  1866.  The 
sentence,  which  in  its  present  form  is  incomprehensible, 
should  have  run  thus  : — 

"  In  the  5  centavos  and  10  centavos  a  dot  occurs  over 
the  last  letter  of  Peru,  as  also  in  the  20  centavos,  which 
has  besides  a  second  dot  over  the  e  of  correos  ;  all  being 
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more  triangular  than  circular,  a  variation  seldom  used 
even  by  skilled  engravers,  except  for  the  purpose  of 
authenticity." 

I  hope  that  every  one  possessing  the  magazine,  will  at 
once,  for  the  honour  of  philately,  draw  their  pen  through 
the  two  erroneous  lines,  and  not  allow  such  an  egregious 
error  to  go  down  to  posterity.  A  close  inspection  of  the 
10  centavos  proves— what  I  had  not  before  observed — 
that  it  also  has  the  second  dot. 

Clifton.  FEXTOXIA. 


OBSOLETE   ENGLISH  NEWSPAPER   STAMPS. 
To  the  Editor  of"  The  Stamp-Collector's  Magazine." 

Dear  Sir.— Perhaps  the  following  notes  may  be  of 
some  use  to  your  correspondent,  "  Claverhouse."  I  have 
in  my  collection  at  present  rive  newspaper  stamps,  which 
I  cut  some  eight  or  nine  years  ago  from  old  papers. 
They  are  of  the  value  of  M.,  Id.,  l|d.,  and  2d.,  and  were, 
I  believe,  partly  postal  and  partly  represented  a  duty. 
a  and  d  are  worth  noticing  for  their  values. 

(a) .  Red  on  white,  crown,  &c,  in  mantle,  as  described 
by  you,  oxe  halfpenny. 

fbj.  one  pexxy  red,  similar  to  above.  These  were 
handstamped  to  all  appearance,  but  the  following  were 
probably  printed  with  the  paper. 

(c).  oxe  pexxy,  black  on  white,  value  in  centre 
of  oblons:  oval,  surrounded  by  foliage,  crown  above  aud 
scroll  b^low.  Letter  and  numeral  at  sides  of  crown. 
Round  the  frame  run  the  words  illustrated  lonbon 
news  ;  newspaper  below. 

(d) .  Oblong  with  arched  top,  newspaper  surmounted 
by  crown,  foliage,  kc.  ;  above,  name ;  below,  three 
halfpence.     Black  on  white. 

(ej .  Oblong  hexagon.  two  pexce  in  centre  of 
wreath,  kc.  Above,  name  ;  below,  newspaper.  Black  on 
white. 

I  am  told  there  was  a  \A.  black  on  white,  but  I  have 
never  met  with  it.  How  is  it  that  these  earlier  newspaper 
stamps  appear  to  be  almost  ignored  by  collectors  and  by 
compilers  of  catalogues  ?  Surely  they  have  as  much  claim 
on  us  as  many  eagerly  sought  after  foreign  stamps  of  a 
similar  nature.  I  do  not  think  the  |d.  ever  passed  the 
post  alone. 

Trusting  that  some  older  collector  will  kindly  give  us 
the  benefit  of  his  experience  in  this  matter. 

I  beg  to  remain,  dear  Sir, 

Yours  verv  trulv, 

Weymouth.  "     G.E.  D.   . 

ANSWERS   TO    CORRESPONDENTS. 

Mr.  C.  Tan  R.,  Amsterdam.— We  are  greatly  obliged 
for  communication  of  the  provisional  2h  c.  post  card, 
and  for  the  other  information  contained  in  your  letter. 

M.  S.,  Alexandria.  —  We  are  much  obliged  for  the 
Italian  "estero"  stamps,  which  had  not  before  come 
under  our  notice.  You  will  find  them  referred  to  in  this 
number. 

C.  H.  C,  New  York.— Supposing  the  proof  we  sent  of 
your  article  has  failed  to  reach  you,  we  have  forwarded 
a  duplicate,  and  hope  you  will  let  us  have  it  at  your  ear- 
liest convenience. 

Mr.  de  Ysasi. — Accept  our  best  thanks  for  the  speci- 
mens of  the  Spanish  war-tax  stamps,  of  which  you  will 
observe  we  give  an  engraving,  and  also  for  the  other 
information  contained  in  your  obliging  communications. 

Incognito  says  he  has  just  seen  a  green  o  skilling 
len  of  the  current  type  ;   is  not  our  friend  mis- 


taken in  the  value  ? — As  for  the  alleged  German  stamp, 
of  an  entirely  new  type,  we  cannot  chronicle  it  on  the 
slender  data  he  gives. 

Y.  C.,  Bournemouth. — The  "Ocean  postage"  design 
you  refer  to  formed  part  of  the  design  of  an  envelope, 
got  up  in  the  Mulready  style,  by  a  now  extinct  societv, 
which  advocated  the  adoption  of  a  penny  rate  for  letters 
between  Great  Britain  and  America. 

J.  0.  Kerslake,  Glasgow. — You  will  best  aid  the 
cause  of  Philately  by  supporting  and  recommending  The 
Stamp-  Collector's  Magazine  and  kindred  publications : 
for  if  philatelists  cease  to  possess  a  medium  of  communi- 
cation, there  will  be  no  rallyiug-poiut  to  which  they  can 
look  for  assistance  in  their  pursuit. 

E.  W.  S. — On  first  reading  your  inquiry  it  was  our 
impression  that  a  careful  forgery  of  the  k  peso  yellow 
of  Peru  had  been  described  a  couple  of  years  since  in 
our  pages,  but  on  referring  we  find  we  are  mistaken. 
If  you  could  secure  a  copy  of  the  counterfeit  you  mention 
we  should  esteem  it  a  favour  if  you  would  send  it  to  us 
for  description. 

Axti  Pale-axd-poorist,  Hastings. —  We  are  greatly 
obliged  to  you  for  the  kind  expressions  contained  in  your 
letter,  and  the  suggestions  it  contains  are  a  gratifying 
evidence  of  their  sincerity,  but  no  good  purpose  could  be 
gained  by  publishing  them.  Were  we  to  do  so,  we  should 
merit  the  reproach  of  acting  in  a  hostile  and  ungenerous 
manner. 

Miss  H.  Yerxox\  Leeds. — The  book  about  which  you 
inquire  is  entitled  The  Illustrated  Catalogue  of  Postage 
Stamps,  by  Dr.  J.  E.  Gray,  of  the  British  Museum. 
The  fifth  edition  (1870)  has  for  some  time  been  exhausted, 
but  the  publishers  have  lately  announced  a  new  and  im- 
proved edition,  to  be  issued  in  eight  monthly  parts. 
Perhaps  this  will  serve  your  purpose. 

W.  H.  S.,  Cardiff, — writes  that  he  possesses  a  3  cent 
brown  Shanghai,  first  issue,  postmarked  with  a  circular 
band,  and  the  words  shaxghae  local  p.  o.  inside  the 
band,  stamped  in  blue  ink.  He  has  also  the  13  c.  Re- 
union, postmarked  in  block  letters,  s.  c.  h.  He  wishes 
to  know  the  meaning  of  these  letters.  Is  our  correspond- 
ent assured  of  the  bona-fide  character  of  these  stamps  ? 

C.  S.  A.  W.,  Southsea. — The  collection  of  colour 
varieties  has  frequently  formed  the  subject  of  discussion  ; 
but.  whilst  no  general  rule  can  be  arrived  at,  the  feeling 
of  collectors  appears  to  be  that  circumspection  should  be 
used  in  admitting  such  varieties.  They  cannot  be  wholly 
excluded,  and  it  is  for  each  individual  philatelist  to 
judge  to  what  extent  he  will  admit  them.  Persons 
who  intend  to  form  a  limited  collection  will  only  insert 
very  distinct  shades  ;  whilst  others,  who  wish  to  have 
illustrations  of  every  phase  in  a  stamp's  history,  will 
collect  specimens  exemplifying  every  gradation  of  shade, 
whether  the  varieties  thus  created  be  due  to  accident, 
or  not. 

G.  H.  H. — The  navy  series  of  the  U.  S.  departmental 
series  consists  of  the  following  values  :  — 

1  cent,  2  c,  3  c,  6  c,  7  c,  10  c,  12  c,  15  c,  24  c, 
30  c,  and  90  c, 
all  printed  in  blue.  We  will  not  contest  that  the  cord 
represented  on  these  navy  stamps  is  really  intended 
to  represent  a  length  of  rope-cable,  but  we  think  some 
more  prominent  symbol  might  have  been  adopted. — On 
again  examining  our  copy  of  the  5  c.  Nicaragua  on 
white,  which  is  "from  the  same  source  as  the  specimens 
you  saw,  we  could  only  find  a  few  faint  traces  of  clouds 
to  the  right  of  the  tree;  possibly  they  come  out  with 
more  or  less  clearness  on  different  specimens,  in  proportion 
to  the  amount  of  ink  on  the  cliche  from  which  they  are 
taken. 
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NEWLY-ISSUED    OR  INEDITED 
STAMPS. 

Sweden.  —  A  series  of  official  stamps,  of 
somewhat  unusual  aspect,  has  just  made  its 
appearance.  At  the  moment  of  writing  we 
are  uncertain  whether  our  engraver  will 
succeed  in  getting  ready  an  illustration  of 
the  type  in  time  to  accompany  the  present 
notice.     We,  therefore,  deem  it  as^well  to 

mention  that 
these  stamps 
are  trans- 
verse oblong 
in  shape,  and 
in  their  gene- 
ral appear- 
ance resemble 
fiscals.      The 
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arms  of  Sweden,  with  supporters  and  crown, 
are  represented  in  the  centre  of  an  un colour- 
ed transverse  oval,  broken  at  the  sides  by 
two  upright  oval  disks,  with  figure  of  value 
in  centre,  and  inscription,  tjenste  frimarke, 
round  the  edge.  Above  the  arms  is  the 
word  sverige  ;  and  below,  the  value  in 
words.  The  spandrels  are  filled  in  with  a 
dotted  ground,  and  a  single-lined  frame  en- 
closes the  whole.  The  stamps  are  printed  in 
colour  on  white  and  perforated.  The  values, 
taken  from  a  set  very  kindly  communicated 
to  us  by  a  valued  correspondent,  are  as 
follows  : — 


3 

ore, 

light  brown. 

5 
6 

11 

„  green, 
lavender. 

12 

11 

blue. 

20 

vermilion. 

24 

30 

11 

light  orange, 
dark  brown. 

50 

11 

pale  rose. 

1  krona,  blue  and  brown. 
The  krona  is  the  advanced  guard  of  the 
new  currency.  It  supersedes  the  rix-daler, 
and  is  printed  after  the  fashion  of  the 
Helsingfors.  The  upper  half,  above  a  line 
drawn  from  the  lower  left  to  the  upper  right 
corner,  is  blue ;  and  the  lower  half,  brown. 
The  series  came  out  on  the  1st  January,  and 
on  the  same  day,  as  we  are  informed  by  a 
correspondent  at  Stockholm,  a  set  of  unpaid 
letter   stamps    was   issued,   inscribed   losen 


(to  pay),  and  consisting  of  the  following 
values : — 

1  ore,     black. 

3     ,,       rose. 

5  ,,        dark  brown. 

6  „        orange-yellow. 
12     „       red. 

20     „       blue. 
24     „       lilac. 
30     ,,       pale  green. 
50     ,,       light  brown. 
What  the  design  of  these  latter  stamps  is, 
our  contributor  does  not  state. 

Natal. — Specimens  of  the  three  values  of 
the  new  issue,  prepared  in  the  ateliers  of 
Messrs.  De  La  Rue  &  Co.,  have  been  shown 
us  by  the  courtesy  of  a  private  friend.  They 
are 

One  penny  deep  rose, 

Threepence  light  blue, 

Sixpence  mauve-purple ; 

all  printed  on  thin,  highly  surfaced  paper, 
watermarked  cc.  crown,  and  perforated  14. 
The  designs  differ  slightly,  but  all  bear  the 
well  known  head  of  Queen  Victoria  to  the 
left,  with  a  fresh  crown  by  way  of  variety ; 
the  jewels  and  balls  are  elevated  on  points 
somewhat  like  those  in  a  viscount's  coronet ; 
we  are  not  particularly  struck  with  the 
alteration  as  being  an  improvement. 

In  the  penny  the  head  is  in  a  pearled 
circle,  flattened  at  the  sides ;  in  the  threepence, 
the  head  is  in  a  very  elongated  upright  oval ; 
each  of  these  has  natal  postage  at  the  top 
in  a  straight  line,  the  value  beneath.  The 
flatness  of  the  oval  in  the  threepence  leaves 
room  for  lateral  side  borders  of  the  common 
Greek  or  key  pattern.  The  sixpence  has 
the  head  in  an  oval  band,  carrying  natal 
postage  and  the  value,  all  inscribed  in  a 
hexagon,  which  gives  a  strong  resemblance 
to  the  current  sixpence  of  New  South  Wales. 

Execution,  perfect  ;  design,  passable :  the 
quintessence  of  pretty  mediocrity  seems  to 
characterize  these  stamps,  as  most  of  those 
from  Bunhill  Row.  When  will  Messrs.  De 
La  Rue  be  able  to  shake  off  the  traditions 
of  the  past,  and  produce  something  ar- 
tistic in  design,  with  some  power  in  it,  if 
originality  be  hopeless  ? 

Italy. — It  appears  that  certain  speculators 
in  Italy  have  for  some  time  past  been  turning 
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to  account,  in  a  curious  way,  the  depreciation 
of  the  currency  there.  They  have  been 
buying  postage  stamps  in  Italy  with  the 
paper  money  in  forced  circulation  there,  and 
selling  them  again  for  cash  in  the  foreign 
towns  in  which  the  Italian  post-office  has 
established  branches.  As  one  result  of  this 
manoeuvre,  the  branch  offices  have  found 
the  sale  of  their  stock  of  stamps  consider- 
ably lessened  ;  so,  to  put  a  check  on  the 
practice,  a  set  of  stamps,  of  a  special  type,  is 
to  be  issued  as  soon  as  possible.  Meanwhile, 
the  stamps  now  current  in  Italy  are  still  to  be 
employed ;  but  those  intended  for  use  at  the 
foreign  branches  will  be  surcharged  iu  black 
with  the  word  estero  (foreign),  as  described 
in  our  last  number,  at  page  26,  and  only 
the  stamps  so  surcharged  will  be  accepted  in 
payment  of  postage. 

Another  series,  says  a  correspondent  of 
Le  Timbre-Pode,  appears  on  the  horizon. 
The  Italian  Finance  Minister,  in  a  recent 
budget  speech,  proposed  to  abolish  the 
franking  privilege  now  exercised  by  depu- 
ties, senators,  and  government  officials, 
adding,  "As  to  the  government  offices, 
the  abolition  of  the  franking  system  in 
them  may  be  arrived  at  by  means  of 
special  postage  stamps." 

Lastly,  a  stamp  has  been  issued  which 
forms  another  addition  to  the  numerous 
class  of  stamps  of  which  the  collection  is 
optional.  It  is  attached  to  a  little  book  con- 
taining ten  tickets  ;  is  of  large  size,  bears  the 
usual  profile  of  the  king  in  the  centre,  and  is 
inscribed  biglietti 
m  EICOGXIZIOXE  pos- 
tale,  which  may  be 
roughly  rendered  as 
"Personal  Identity 
Tickets."  The  ex- 
planation of  this  is- 
sue is  as  follows.  In 
Italy,  as  in  France, 
all  registered  letters 
must  be  delivered 
to  the  person  to 
whom  they  are  addressed  ;  it  is  not  suf- 
ficient for  the  postman  to  leave  them  at  the 
house.  If  the  recipient  is  not  there  when  the 
postman  calls,  he  must  go  to  the  office  to 
claim  his  letter,  or  wait  until  the  postman 


comes  again.  To  business  men  the  delay 
which  thus  frequently  arises  is  very  vexatious, 
and  the  government  has  hit  upon  a  plan  for 
remedying  it,  which  at  the  same  time  brings 
in  some  much  needed  grist  to  the  state  mill. 
It  consists  in  the  issue  of  little  books,  each 
containing  ten  numbered  tickets.  The  pos- 
sessor, when  he  knows  or  expects  that  a 
registered  letter  has  come  for  him,  tears  out 
one  of  the  tickets,  and  gives  it  to  his  mes- 
senger, who,  against  the  simple  presentation 
of  the  ticket  at  the  office,  obtains  possession 
of  the  letter,  and  the  liability  of  the  post- 
office  entirely  ceases  with  the  delivery  to  such 
messenger.  The  little  books  are  sold  at  a 
franc  each,  and  the  stamp  is  on  the  cover; 
its  facial  value  is  10  centimes,  but  whether 
i  that  is  charged  in  addition,  or  is  included  in 
j  the  price  of  the  book,  our  Belgian  contem- 
porary saith  not.  The  stamp  is  adhesive, 
perforated,  and  coloured  deep  golden  yellow. 
It  is,  after  all,  only  a  collateral  relation  of 
the  postage  stamp,  and  claims  attention,  if 
at  all,  as  a  postal  curiosity. 

Feaxce. — It  is  rumoured  that  new  post 
cards,  with  impressed  stamp,  are  to  make 
their  appearance.  The  information  is  sent 
us  by  a  generally  well-informed  correspond- 
ent, but  we  are  bound  to  say  we  have  met 
with  no  confirmation  of  it  in  the  French 
newspapers,  which  are  usually  well  posted 
on  such  matters.  It  was  stated  some  time 
since  that  the  post  cards  had  not  answered 
the  expectations  formed  of  them,  and  that 
they  had  been  extensively  used  by  anony- 
mous slanderers,  hence  it  was  suggested 
that  they  should  be  withdrawn.  As  to  the 
means  of  annoyance  they  offer  to  evil-dis- 
posed persons,  that  is  inseparable  from  the 
system,  but  the  petty  persecution  of  which 
they  may  be  made  the  medium  has  generally 
been  found  to  die  out  after  the  novelty  of 
the  thing  had  worn  off.  That  the  cards 
should  not  have  been  a  financial  success  is 
not  astonishing,  seeing  that  their  high  price 
operates  as  a  restriction  on  their  use.  The 
deputy  at  whose  instigation  they  were  first 
issued*  recently  proposed,  in  the  National 
Assembly,  to  reduce  the  rate  to  5  c.  and 
10  c,  respectively,  but  his  suggestion  was 
negatived;  and  it  may  be  that  the  postal 
authorities,  after  the  decision  thus  given  in 
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favour  of  the  maintenance  of  the  existing 
prices,  have  felt  authorised  to  supersede  the 
present  provisional  cards  by  the  cards  with 
impressed  stamp  to  which  reference  is  made 
above. 

Since  writing  the  above,  we  have  seen  an 
extract  from  one  of  the  Paris  papers  in 
IS  Ami  des  Timbre?,  whence  it  appears  that 
it  is  in  contemplation  to  issue  special  enve- 
lopes for  the  use  of  the  non-commissioned 
officers  of  the  French  army.  They  would 
bear  the  inscription  correspond ance  mili- 
tatre,  and  would  be  sold  exclusively,  and  at 
a  reduced  price,  by  the  regimental  quarter- 
master. It  is  not  said  whether  the  envelopes 
would  bear  an  impressed  stamp.  Perhaps 
this  intelligence  has  given  rise  to  the  rumour 
respecting  the  post  cards. 

Whilst  under  this  heading,  we  may  men- 
tion that  we  possess  a  cleverly  contrived 
envelope,  so  cut  and  folded  as  to  conceal  an 
inside  sheet  attached  to  it,  of  which  one  side 
is  blank,  and  the  other  has  advertisements 
on  it.  It  bears  on  the  outside  a  15  c.  ad- 
hesive, on  which  is  indented  a  monogram, 
consisting  of  the  patentees'  initials.  The 
envelope  is  sold  in  Paris  at  one-third  of  the 
facial  value  of  the  stamp — the  sellers  re- 
couping themselves  the  other  two- thirds  of 
the  price,  plus  the  cost  of  the  envelope,  and 
getting  a  profit  into  the  bargain,  out  of  the 
charge  they  make  for  the  advertisements. 

Switzerland— Belulp.—  A  local  stamp, 
similar  in  character  to  the 
Rigi  and  Maderanerthal 
labels,  was  issued  last  year 
for  this  locality  ;  and  the 
correspondent  who  has 
favoured  us  with  a  speci- 
men accompanied  it  with 
the  following  information  : 

The  Belalp  is  a  lofty  alp  (in  the  strict  sense),  situated 
about  3^  hours  walking  from  Brieg,  in  the  valley  of  the 
Ehone,  and  in  the  Canton  of  Valais,  in  Switzerland.  Ou 
it  an  enterprising  German,  from  AVurtemberg,  Klingele 
by  name,  opened  a  small  inn,  in  1860,  which  has  steadily 
increased  in  popularity  since  then.  The  only  mode  of 
access  to  this  inn  from  Brieg  is  bv  a  somewhat  rough 
mule  path,  and  the  letters  are  brought  up  every  day  by  a 
little  donkey.  To  defray  the  expenses  of  this  donkey 
express,  Herr  Klingele,  last  year,  issued  this  stamp. 

It  is  put  on  every  letter  or  newspaper  which  is  sent 
down,  or  which  comes  up,  and  is  imitated  from,  and, 
of  course,  precisely  analogous  to,  the  Rigi-Kaltbad  stamp. 
The  tax  is  5  centimes.  The  view  on  the  stamp  represents 
the  inn  with  a  view  of  the  Gross- Aletsch-Glelscher,  which 


streams  just  below  it,  and  in  the  back  ground  are  distant 
mountains,— the  JEggisch  born,  Oberaar  horn,  &c. 

I  am  in  the  habit  of  spending  great  part  of  the  summer 
at  this  inn,  which  is  7,130  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea, 
and  is  the  centre  of  numerous  fine  expeditions,  besides 
commanding  from  the  windows  a  view  of  Monte  Leone, 
the  Simplon  road,  the  Fletschhorn,  Mischabel-horner, 
Monte  Eosa,  Matterhorn,  Weisshorn,  &c,  &c. 

I  can,  of  course,  guarantee  the  genuine  character  of 
this  stamp,  having  known  Klingele  several  years,  and 
used  the  stamp  myself  last  summer,  when  it  was  first 
issued.  I  would  have  written  before,  but  for  press  of 
work. 


Oxford. 


W~.  A.  B.  COOLIDGE. 


To  this  we  need  only  add  that  the  stamp 
is  printed  a  rich  violet  on  white,  is  un- 
perforated,  and  that  no  cancelling  mark  is 
used  for  it ;  some  other  means  being,  we 
presume,  adopted  to  prevent  the  stamps 
being  made  to  serve  twice. 

Spain. — A  correspondent  of  Le  Timbre- 
Poste  states  that  the  Carlists  started  a  regular 
postal  service  on  New  Year's  Day.  This 
is  no  doubt  in  conformity  with  the  decree 
we  published  last  month,  and  it  agrees  with 
the  statements  made  in  the  telegrams  from 
Spain  published  in  the  daily  papers  at  the 
beginning  of  last  month.  The  stamp  of  the 
known  type,  profile  of  Don  Carlos,  is  the 
one  in  use,  and  our  contemporary's  corre- 
spondent now  says,  it  was  engraved  at 
Bayonne.  He  chronicles  three  varieties  of 
it : — 1st.  Without  accent  over  n,  ordinary 
paper ;  2nd,  ditto,  thick  paper ;  3rd,  with 
accent,  thick  paper.  But  if  the  service  was 
only  organised  on  the  lsb  January,  how  is 
it  that  the  stamps  were  known  so  long- 
before,  and  how  was  it  that  M.  Moens  re- 
ceived obliterated  copies  ?  In  spite  of  all 
the  proofs  which  have  been  brought  for- 
ward in  favour  of  the  Carlist  stamps,  we 
know  there  are  some  collectors,  whose 
opinions  are  entitled  to  great  respect,  who 
are  not  disposed  to  pin  their  faith  to  them, 
and  who  are  even  inclined  to  think  that 
there  has  been  some  "wire-pulling"  in  con- 
nection with  them.  Probably,  as  there  is 
now  a  regularly  conducted  Carlist  postal 
service,  the  stamps  will  become  commoner 
and  better  known. 

We  referred  in  our  last  month's  number  to 
the  issue  of  the  war-tax  stamps;  one  of  them, 
the  5  c.  black,  for  letters ;  the  other,  a  10  c. 
blue,  for  revenue  transactions.  A  friend  of 
ours   has,    however,    sent    us    an    envelope 
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received  from  Spain,  on  which  the  postage 
of  50  centimos  is  made  np  by  an  ordinary 
40  c,  in  conjunction  with  a  10  c.  blue  war 
stamp  ;  this  would  seem  to  show  that  the 
war-tax  stamps  may  be  used  for  ordinary 
postage.  The  same  correspondent  sends  us 
a  double  Spanish  post  card,  inscribed  tar- 
GETA,  instead  of  Tarjeta,  on  both  halves  ;  a 
striking  variety,  seeing  that  the  mistake  has 
been  corrected  on  the  ordinary  card. 

Shanghai. — The  unstamped  cards  issued 
by  the  local  po.st  having,  we  presume,  proved 
a  success,  the  authorities  have  replaced  them 
by  an  issue  of  stamped  cards.  The  latter 
have  the  1  candareen  stamp  in  the  right 
upper  corner.  Across  the  front  run  the 
words  Shanghai  LOCAL  post  card;  under 
which  is  a  Chinese  inscription,  and  below 
that  the  usual  inscription  the  address  only 
to  be  written  on  this  side.  Two  faint  lines 
crossing  the  card  divide  the  stamp  and  in- 
scriptions from  the  place  reserved  for  the 
address.  The  frame  is  composed  of  three 
straight  lines  ;  and  the  angles  are  filled  in 
with  bows.  The  whole  is  printed  in  pale 
lilac  on  stout  white  card.  The  1  cand. 
stamp  in  the  upper  corner  appears  to  be  an 
impression  from  a  used  cast,  as  the  outer 
line,  and  some  of  the  framework  above  the 
inscription  shanghai  p.  0.  are  gone  ;  and  in 
the  lower  right  corner  the  frame  is  again 
broken.  The  card  is  of  small  size,  and 
there  is  nothing  on  the  back  of  it.  We  have 
to  thank  Messrs.  Stanley  Gibbons  &  Co. 
for  communication  of  an  early  copy  of  this 
interesting  emission  from  the  borders  of  the 
celestial  land. 

Bavaria. — We  have  just  received  speci- 
mens of  a  post  card  and  newspaper  wrapper, 
both  recently  issued,  and  both  bearing  an 
impressed  1  kreuzer  green,  which  differs 
from  the  ordinary  type  now  in  circulation, 
in  having  a  post-horn,  instead  of  a  numeral, 
in  the  disks  in  the  upper  angles.  The  card 
is  of  medium  size,  straw  coloured,  and  toler- 
ably thick.  The  stamp  is  in  the  right  upper 
corner,  and  across  the  card  are  the  words 
KONIGREICH  bayern  ;  the  Bavarian  arms  being 
intercalated  between  them.  Below  comes 
POSTKARTE  in  German  text,  then  half-a-dozen 
lines  for  the  address,  and  below  them  a 
quantity  of  letter-press.     The  back  is  blank. 


The  embossed  design  comes  out  very  well 
on  the  card.  The  wrapper,  like  most  of  the 
German  bands,  is  narrow,  and  not  very  stout. 
A  green  line  runs  along  top  and  bottom,  and 
the  stamp  is  struck  near  the  right  end. 


c^JVUUUUl/l 
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United  States.— We  are  now  able  to 
give  engravings  of  another  brace  of  types 
of  departmental  stamps.  The  War  Depart- 
ment envelopes  simply  bear  the  ordinary  type 
with  altered  inscription ;  the  series  of  adhe- 
sives  for  the  Executive  is,  like  all  the  others, 
composed  of  the  medallions  of  the  ordinary 
set  in  a  specially  designed  frame.  Our 
illustration  represents  the  10  cents,  which, 
with  the  other  "Executive"  values,  is  printed 
in  carmine. 

A  correspondent  says  that  he  has  seen  a  7 
cent  adhesive,  head  of  Stanton,  with  legend 
cancelled,  and  surcharged  20  c,  after  the 
fashion  of  the  provisional  20  c.  Italian.  Can 
any  of  our  readers  explain  this  anomaly  ? 

Mexico. — We  learn  from  the  American 
Journal  of  Fliilately  that  the  values  and 
colours  of  the  projected  series  for  Mexico 
will  be  as  follow  : — 

5  centavos,     brown. 
10         „  black. 

25         „  blue. 

50         „  green. 

1  dollar,  carmine. 

Nothing  has  yet  been  seen  on  this  side  of 
the  Atlantic  of  the  stamps  themselves. 

German  Empire. — The  surcharging  of  the 
2J  gr.  and  9  kr.  brown,  to  which  we  referred 
in  our  last  volume,  has  been  effected.  Per- 
haps not  unconnected  with  the  circum- 
stances which  led  to  this  surcharging,  is  the 
avowed  intention  of  the  German  authorities 
to  issue  a  fresh  series  of  stamps,  with 
numeral,  instead  of  arms,  in  the  centre,  on 
New  Year's  Day,  1875. 
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Luxemburg. — New  post  cards  are  on  the 
point  of  being  issued  for  this  duchy.  The 
type  is  at  present  under  discussion,  and  the 
design  most  in  favour  is  one  which  resembles 
that  of  the  5  c.  Uruguay  ;  it  shows  the  arms 
in  the  centre  of  a  large  figure  five,  5  centimes 
being  the  adopted  rate.  The  stamp  will  be 
in  the  right  upper  angle.  There  will  also 
be  reply-paid  cards. 

New  Zealand. — The  editor  of  The  Phila- 
telist states  that  he  has  seen  a  pair  of  cur- 
rent scarlet  twopennies  printed,  probably 
by  inadvertence,  on  the  N.  Z.  paper. 

Canada. — Our  new  Brunswick  contempo- 
rary, The  Stamp-Collector 's  Chronicle,  says 
that  the  1  cent  card  now  in  use  in  Canada 
appeared  on  the  1st  October,  1873,  in  a 
bright  sky-blue,  which  contrasts  most  fa- 
vourably with  the  dull  blue  of  the  former 
issue. 

Sierra   Leone. — The   Marquis  de  L 

writes  us  that  he  has  had  information  of  the 
issue  of  a  sixpenny  stamp  of  the  new  type, 
colour  orange.  The  Philatelist  notices  sun- 
dry minor  changes  of  shade  in  the  other 
values. 

San  Salvador. — Our  above-quoted  corre- 
spondent states  that  he  has  just  seen  a  pale 
blue  medio-real. 

Madeira. — The  100  reis  of  the  new  type, 
colour  pale  lilac,  has  made  its  appearance ; 
only  the  240  r.  is  now  required  to  complete 
the  set. 

Denmark. — The  current  8  sk.  brown,  and 
4  sk.  and  16  sk.  official,  have  been  found 
unperforated. 

ON   THE   PROVISIONAL   ISSUES    OE 
GUADALAJARA.— II. 

(head  before  the  PHILATELIC  SOCIETY,  JAN.  3,  1874.) 
Continued  from  page  20. 

Paper. — At  first,  common  white  wove  was 
used  for  all  values :  no  other  paper  has 
four  separate  values  of  an  issue  on  it,  as 
the  subjoined  table  shows  at  a  glance.  It 
was  soon  obvious  to  the  post-office  author- 
ities, that  the  values  might  be  advantageous- 
ly denoted  by  employing  coloured  paper. 
Ordinary  coloured  fancy  writing  papers  were 
procured,  and  on  these  the  changes  have 
been  rung   in   a  bewildering   manner,    per- 


haps because  no  sufficient  supply  of  any 
one  kind  was  to  be  had.  I  think,  how- 
ever, we  may  call  green  the  normal  colour 
of  the  1  real,  as  of  the  ten  varieties  of 
paper  it  is  found  on,  half  are  green.  In 
like  manner,  we  may  fairly  say  rose  is  the 
normal  colour  of  the  2  reales,  as  of  the 
twenty  various  papers  on  which  it  is  eight 
are  rose,  and  but  five  only  green ;  of  the  4 
reales,  the  ruling  colour  is  slate-grey  or  lilac, 
which  carries  six  out  of  nine  of  them ;  the 
one  peso  is  found  only  on  lilac  of  two  shades, 
one  bluish  or  true  lilac,  the  other  redder  (lie 
de  vin.) 

The  1  real  1867  stamp  on  yellow  wove 
is  the  sole  variety  known  on  that  coloured 
paper,  and  indeed  my  specimen  is  the  only 
one  I  ever  heard  of ;  it  came  from  an  old 
American  collection.  My  own  belief  is  that 
the  paper  has  been  artifically  coloured  since 
the  stamp  was  printed  :  but  this  is  mere 
supposition.  There  is  a  look  about  the 
grain  of  the  paper  which  suggests  a  false 
colouring.  M.  Moens  shares  my  view,  but 
there  is  doubt  enough  to  justify  the  retention 
of  the  specimen,  and  its  classification  as  a 
variety. 

The  papers  themselves  vary  much  in 
thickness,  make,  and  watermark.  We  get 
plain  coloured  papers,  wove,  papier  quadrille, 
i.e.,  cut  into  small  squares  by  vertical  and 
horizontal  lines  crossing  at  right  angles; 
the  same,  with  each  alternate  vertical  line 
omitted,  forming  oblong  rectangles  (this 
variety  of  paper  is  peculiar  to  the  1  real 
1867)  ;  papier  verge  batonne,  i.e.,  laid  paper, 
with  ruled  lines  for  writing  in  the  water- 
mark ;  paper  with  these  lines,  but  not  laid, 
papier  batonne ;  and  paper  laid,  without  these 
ruled'  lines,  papier  verge.  In  addition,  the 
laid  papers  used  in  1868  were  much  thicker 
than  those  of  1867,  the  lines  visible  in  the 
substance  being  fewer,  broader,  and  wider 
apart,  and  sometimes  almost  approaching 
wavy  lines,  or  papier  nuage.  It  would  be 
uninteresting  to  do  more  than  refer  to  the 
subjoined  table,  in  which  I  have  collated 
such  materials  as  I  had,  and  made  a  full  list 
of  the  varieties  found  on  the  various  kinds  of 
paper. 

The  conclusion  I  draw  from  these  facts  is, 
that,  though  leading  colours  were  chosen, 
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the  supply  of  paper  at  liaud  to  meet  the 
want  was  limited  ;  that  recourse  was  had  to 
the  ordinary  fancy  coloured  writing  papers, 
so  much  more  in  vogue  abroad  than  with 
us:  an  inference  justified  by  the  varieties 
of  style,  make,  and  colour  found,  and  by  the 
somewhat  curious  fact,  that  many  specimens 
show  at  the  sides  the  gilt  edge  of  the  sheet  of 
paper  on  which  they  were  struck.  Several 
may  be  remarked  here  to-day. 

Thirdly,  Perforation. — The  first  stamps 
were  imperforate  ;  there  is  an  indistinct 
assertion  (S.  0.  M.,  vol.  v.,  p.  138,  Sept., 
1867),  from  San  Francisco,  that  ''they  were 
first  received  'perforated  square."  This  is 
clearly  erroneous,  if  intended  of  the  issue ; 
specimens  may,  perhaps,  have  been  rouletted 
by  private  hands  in  straight  lines,  so  to  make 
square  stamps,  but  this  is  mere  supposition. 
The  official  perforation  was  by  a  circular 
steel  hand-punch,  cutting  a  row  of  dents 
circular  wise  round  the  stamp,  and  effecting 
a  percage  en  pointe ;  the  only  other  circular 
stamp  I  know  of  mechanically  cut  round 
is  the  administrative  or  official  stamp  of 
Bremen,  the  edge  of  which  is  festooned  or 
scalloped ;  some  essays  of  Italy  are  cut  in 
like  fashion.  There  were  at  least  two 
punches  employed  in  Guadalajara  :  one  cut 
39  dents  to  the  circle ;  the  other,  42  :  the 
medio  real  perforated  in  my  collection  is  cut 
by  the  former ;  the  pair  of  2  reales  next  it  in 
the  line,  by  the  latter,  as  also  is  the  1  peso. 
The  specimens  here  showing  adjoining 
stamps  on  the  sheet,  one  punched  out,  and 
one  intact,  leave  it  needless  for  me  to  add 
further  explanation,  or  to  do  more  than  call 
attention  to  the  irregularities  in  cutting  into 
the  edges  which  so  primitive  a  method 
entailed.  It  will  be  seen,  several  sheets 
were  punched  at  once. 

There  remain  to  notice  the  obliterating 
marks.  When  the  former  die  was  appro- 
priated to  make  the  stamp  itseP,  a  new 
obliterating  mark  was  necessary  ;  several 
appear  to  have  got  into  the  service :  one, 
which  I  take  to  be  the  first,  is  simple :  two 
laurel  wreaths,  inclining  to  each  other,  and 
forming  a  circle.  This  is  seen  on  the 
2  reales  1867,  on  white  paper,  before  us  ; 
this  copy  is  one  which  arrived  in  England  in 
May,  1867.     Another  mark  is  a  long  flat- 


tened oval ;  the  outer  rim  formed  by  one 
thick,  the  inner  by  two  thinner  lines,  leaving 
a  band  between,  in  which  will  be  found 
frangueddo  above,  Guadalajara  below ;  an 
ornament  of  laurel  leaves  fills  each  end. 
The  third  and  last  mark  I  shall  describe 
shows  a  sort  of  lover's  knot  or  interlaced 
double-lined  figure  of  eight,  very  neat  and 
effective  for  its  purpose  ;  it  does  not  disfigure, 
but  does  olditerate.  We  are  veritable  goths 
in  this  respect  here  in  England,  and  might 
take  a  lesson,  if  not  from  the  remote  west, 
yet  from  some  of  our  European  neighbours, 
with  advantage  ;  notably  the  Belgians,  who 
use  a  beautifully  clear  stamp. 

It  will  be  seen  that  generally  these  stamps 
have  no  date  in  the  obliteration  ;  but  many 
of  those  marked  with  the  flattened  oval 
have  such,  as  may  be  seen  here  to-day. 

As  may  be  imagined,  from  the  nature  of 
the  provisional  stamps  of  Guadalajara,  they 
are  rare,  and  becoming  scarcer;  indeed,  to  fill 
the  la-cwneB  in  one's  collection  is  a  matter  of 
great  difficulty,  and  requiring  patience  and 
time. 

As  to  comparative  degrees  of  rarity, 
the  medio  real,  and  the  un  peso  1867,  are 
almost  unattainable,  the  latter  especially  so. 
I  entirely  disagree  with  the  editor  of  the 
8.  CM.  (vol.  ix.,  p.  124,  1871),  where  he 
rates  the  Tin  peso  as  unattainable.  He  pro- 
bably means  un,  but  that  he  talks  of  it 
being  on  papier  quadrille  ;  of  this  variety, 
of  which  he  S23eaks,  I  know  some  eight  or 
nine  copies  were  received  here.  That  which 
he  calls  the  rarity,  par  excellence,  4<  reales, 
1867,  on  blue  (qy-,  grey)  batonne  (qy.,  verge 
batonne),  maybe  seen  imperforate  and  per- 
forate in  my  sets,  and,  though  not  common, 
is  not  so  rare  as  the  medio.  My  idea  is, 
the  un  peso  on  lie  de  vin  wove  paper,  and 
the  medio  real  perforate,  are  the  two  least 
attainable :  the  former  is  virtually  impos- 
sible. 

Forgeries. — The  prices  commanded  by  these 
stamps  were  a  strong  incentive  to  fraudulent 
imitations,  hence  forgeries  might  well  be 
expected,  if  not  desired.  In  September, 
1870,  a  set  of  four  stamps,  a  so-called  issue 
of  1867,  second  type,  came  to  this  country. 
Specimens  were  sent  to  me,  and  I  so 
thoroughly  distrusted  them,  that  I  requested 
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the  publishers  of  the  8.  G.  M.  to  insert  the 
notice  of  them,  which  appears  in  vol.  viii., 
p.  154,  October,  1870,  in  these  words  : — 

Mexico  :   Guadalajara. — "We  received  early  last  month 
a  set  of  four  stamps  of  this  town,  under  the  description  of 
"  1867  issue,  second  type."     They  consisted  of: — 
Un  real  grey-blue, 

2  reales  wjiite, 

,,  pale  green, 

„  pink, 

and  were  all  fresh,  clean  specimens,  good  margins  cut 
square,  and  with  the  adhesive  matter  on  their  backs. 
The  paper  in  all  of  them  was  plain  wove,  without  lines  or 
watermarks  of  any  kind. 

As  this  was  the  first  intimation  we  had  of  such  a  thing 
as  a  second  type  of  1867,  we  somewhat  carefully  scrutinized 
them.  The  chief  difference  between  it  and  those  now  so 
well  known,  appears  in  the  lettering  of  value  in  the 
centre,  but  the  surrounding  words,  franco  en  Guada- 
lajara, are  different  It  has  long  been  noticed  that  the 
F  of  the  first  word  has,  in  the  olden  set,  a  defective  piece 
at  the  bottom,  giving  the  idea  of  an  e  altered  since  the 
letter  was  cast  in  the  foundry,  and  that  the  alteration  was 
clumsily  done ;  so  much  so,  that  we  have  seen  catalogues 
give  these  stamps  with  Eranco,  for  Franco,  but  in  these 
new  comers  the  defect  seems  exaggerated  and  very 
different — more  fashioned,  and  (to  borrow  a  French  word, 
for  which  an  equivalent  is  not  at  hand)  intentionne,  than 
in  our  older  friend.  The  printing,  too,  seems  to  have 
been  effected  so  as  to  leave  marks  of  fine  cloth  or  muslin 
intervening  between  the  inking  roller  and  the  die,  and  in 
several  other  minute,  yet  indescribable  particulars,  there 
is  strong  dissimilarity. 

No  traces  of  the  square  pencil-markings,  which  are 
found  on  all  old  stamps  with  large  margins  like  these,  are 
to  be  met  with.  The  gum  is  new  looking,  but  yellowish, 
and  altogether  these  stamps  by  no  means  fill  us  with  con- 
fidence. 

As  at  present  advised,  we  are  not  disposed  in  their 
favour.  Eemembering,  however,  that  we  were  equally 
guarded  and  cautious  about  the  original  Guadalajara,  as 
to  which  there  is  no  shadow  of  a  doubt,  we  reserve  to  our- 
selves full  right  to  place  this  second  issue  of  1867  in  its 
proper  position,  when  lapse  of  time  and  further  infor- 
mation enable  us  to  form  our  judgment  with  greater 
certainty. 

Any  of  our  friends  who  can  tell  us  why  a  second  type 
for  1867  should  now  appear,  and  be  heard  of  for  the  first 
time,  and  whether  any  indubitably  postmarked  copies  are 
known,  will  confer  a  service.  The  only  postmarked 
copies  we  could  accept  as  entirely  satisfactory,  would  be 
those  from  private  hands,  which  never  could  have  been 
foisted  on  the  market  with  a  griffe  de  complaisance,  given 
(for  a  consideration)  by  a  post-office  official  to  an  enter- 
prising dealer. 

I  offer  no  apology  for  reproducing  iny  re- 
marks, to  which  I  can  add  nothing,  and  from 
which  I  can  withdraw  nothing.  I  believe 
their  effect,  here  at  least,  stopped  any  profit 
being  realised  by  the  forgers.  M.  Moens, 
in  Le  Timbre-Pode,  in  the  article  alluded  to 
at  the  beginning  of  this  paper,  strongly 
expressed  the  same  opinion,  and  gave  a 
critical  analysis,  by  which  detection  is  made 
easy.     It  is   superfluous  to  add,   that  time 


shows  these  to  be,  as  was  supposed,  indu- 
bitable impostors.  Mr.  Pemberton  makes 
some  characteristic  and  pungent  remarks, 
well  worth  reading,  on  the  same  subject. 
They  will  be  found  in  the  S.  C.  M.  (vol.  ix., 
page  28,  1871).  In  the  summer  of  1873, 
series  of  2  reales,  1868,  in  fift3en  varieties, 
were  offered  for  sale  by  a  Paris  dealer. 
These  also  are  falsifications,  of  presumably 
French  origin.  It  would  be  profitless  to 
analyze  the  points  of  difference,  but  the 
thickness  of  the  impression,  and  generally 
different  appearance  from  genuine  speci- 
mens of  the  1867  issue,  will  be  apparent 
at  once  to  the  experienced  collectors  now 
present. 

The  strongest  collections  formed  in  Eng- 
land in  these  stamps  are  those  of  our 
president,  of  Mr.  Image,  and  of  the  late 
Mr.  Pauwels — a  collection,  I  regret  to  say, 
which  has  left  this  country.  My  own  com- 
prises upwards  of  60  specimens,  some  two  or 
three  of  these  are  duplicates.  Abroad,  that 
of  our  con j )  ere,  "A  Parisian  Amateur,"  is  by 
far  the  richest  of  any  I  know  ;  Baron  A.  de 
Rothschild  and  Dr.  Magnus  each  has  a  fine 
series,  and  M.  A  Ibis  is,  I  understand,  strong 
in  them.  It  is  from  the  American  collections 
we  must  look  for  more  help,  especially  those 
made  in  San  Francisco  or  the  neighbourhood, 
where  exceptional  facilities  for  correspond- 
ence with  this  part  of  Mexico  were  enjoyed. 
The  European  stamp  dealers  have  nearly 
explored  the  country  ;  and  I  fear  not  much 
is  left  for  the  future  discoverer  of  varieties. 
This,  however,  does  remain,  to  investigate 
the  records  at  Guadalajara  and  at  the 
Mexican  head  office  ;  to  obtain  what  official 
information  may  be  found  there;  to  find 
the  proceedings  in  the  lawsuit  raised  by 
Juarez  against  the  postmaster,  the  allega- 
tions in  which  cannot  fail  to  be  highly 
interesting,  as  well  as  beyond  all  doubt 
authentic.  If  any  lover  of  the  science,  whose 
taste  and  circumstances  favour  him  in  this 
respect,  is  able  to  make  these  inquiries  on 
the  spot,  I  may  venture  to  express  the 
hope  that  a  reference  to  the  proceedings  of 
this  day  will  afford  light  and  guidance  to 
assist  his  researches. 

[For  Table  of  Papers  see  next  page.] 
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TABLE   OF   THE   DIFFERENT   PAPERS 

OX  WHICH 

THE   PROVISIONAL   STAMPS    OF   GUADALAJARA  HAVE   BEEN   PRINTED. 


1867  issue. 

1868] 
l 

Real. 

SSl'E. 

^ledio 
Real. 

Un 

Real. 

2 
Reales. 

4 

Reales. 

Un 

Peso. 

2 
Reales. 

A.    On  plain  wove  white  paper 

1 

1 

1 

1 

55 

55 

55 

(Papier  uni.)                    yellow  paper 

» 

1 

55 

55 

55 

55 

55 

green  (shades)    ... 

55 

1 

1 

55 

55 

1 

55 

blue  (shades) 

55 

1 

55 

55 

55 

55 

55 

lilac  and  lie  de  vin 

55 

55 

1 

55 

1 

55 

1 

rose  (shades) 

55 

55 

1 

1 

55 

55 

1 

slate-grey 
B.    On  paper  ivciter marked  in  squares. 

55 

55 

55 

1 

55 

55 

55 

(Papier  quadrille.)          slate-grey  paper . . . 

55 

1 

55 

1 

55 

55 

55 

green             „      ... 

55 

55 

1 

55 

55 

55 

55 

rose                 „ 

55 

55 

1 

55 

55 

55 

55 

blue-green     „ 

55 

55 

1 

55 

55 

55 

55 

lilac                „ 
C.    On  laid  paper  lined  for  writing. 

55 

55 

55 

1 

1 

55 

1 

(Papier  verge  batonne.)    green  paper 

55 

1 

1 

55 

55 

1 

55 

rose              ,, 

55 

55 

1 

1 

55 

55 

1 

slate-grey  „ 

55 

55 

55 

1 

55 

55 

55 

lilac            ,, 
D.    On  paper  lined  for  writing,  otherwise  plain. 

55 

55 

55 

55 

1 

55 

1 

(Papier  batonne.)        slate-grey  paper . . . 

55 

1 

55 

55 

55 

55 

55 

rose                „ 

55 

55 

1 

1 

55 

55 

55 

lilac                 ,, 
E.    On  laid  paper. 

55 

55 

55 

55 

1 

55 

1 

(Papier  verge.)            green  paper 

55 

55 

1 

55 

55 

1 

55 

rose         „ 

55 

55 

1 

55 

55 

55 

1 

lilac         „ 

55 

55 

55 

1 

55 

55 

1 
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A  REFERENCE    LIST   OF   THE 
STAMPS    OF   MEXICO. 


BY   H.    O.   W. 


The  stamps  of  Mexico  are  so  well  known  to 
every  collector,  that  a  paper  on  the  stamps 
themselves,  their  origin,  history,  and  dates 
of  issue  would  be  a  work  of  supererogation. 
The  object  of  this  paper  is  merely  to  give  a 
complete  refer ance  list  of  the  stamps  of  this 
country  known  up  to  the  present  date. 
The  great  difficulty  we  have  found  is  to 
name  correctly  the  colours  and  shades  of  the 
stamps  comprising  each  issue,  and  also  to 
know  where  to  draw  the  line  as  to  shades. 
But  whenever  two  or  more  colours  or  shades 
are  given,  our  readers  may  be  sure  that  they 
are  distinct  ones  and  worthy  of  collection. 
Some  colours  will  be  found  followed  by  a 
small  v ;  of  these  slight  shades  exist,  though 
not  sufficiently  distinct  to  be  catalogued. 
Before  proceeding  to  enumerate  the  stamps, 
it  would  be,  perhaps,  as  well  to  briefly  notice 
some  of  their  chief  characteristics,  which  are 
paper,  perforation,  and  surcharging. 

Faper. — There  are  two  sorts  of  paper  used 
—white  and  coloured — both  unwatermarked, 
the  substance  being  about  the  same,  except 
in  the  provisionals  of  1867,  colour  on  white, 
where  some  of  the  paper  used  is  thin,  and 
watermarked  R.P.S.  in  large  Italian  capitals. 
Perforation. — The  stamps  of  every  issue, 
except  those  of  1864,  issued  by  Juarez,  are 
imperforate,  although  those  of  the  two  last 
are  also  found  perforated,  or  rather,  we  should 
say,  punctured. 

Surcharging. — The  stamps  of_  the  first 
three  issues  have  a  surcharging  in  black  of 
the  name  of  the  state  or  town  at  which  they 
were  sold.  Those  issued  since  have  generally 
a  date  and  number  as  well  as  the  name.  The 
stamps  were,  we  believe,  issued  by  the  head 
office  without  surcharge  ;  hence  sets  of  each 
issue,  except  the  lithographed  Maximilians, 
are  to  be  found  unused  and  unsurcharged. 
The  surcharging  was  put  on  afterwards  at 
the  different  post-offices  before  being  sold 
to  the  public.  A  few  stamps  are  to  be  found 
postmarked,  without  any  surcharge,  but  they 
are  very  rare  and  probably  due  to  accident. 
In  our  reference  list  we  have  subdivided  each 
issue   into   those   with   surcharge    (A)   and 


those  without  (B),  as  sometimes  a  particular 
shade  is  found  in  one  and  not  in  the  other  ; 
but  we  would  not  for  an  instant  recommend 
the  collection  of  sets  of  each,  nor  would  we 
that  of  full  sets  of  the  different  kinds  of  sur- 
charging. We  would  suggest  trying  to  get 
each  value  in  every  set  with  a  different  sur- 
charge. We  are  not  quite  sure  as  to  the 
precise  date  that  stamps  were  first  issued  in 
Mexico,  but  we  think  somewhere  towards  the 
close  of  1856  they  were 
as  follows : — 

I. — Portrait  of  Hidalgo 
to  left,  in  oval  lined  disk : 
correos  mejico  at  top,  in 
embellished  frame  ;  value 
below.  Rect.,  col.  imp.,  on 
white  paper. 


A.   Willi  Surcharging. 

I  r.  Blue. 

Pale  blue. 
Dark  blue. 

1  r.  Yellow. 

Pale  yellow. 
Orange-yellow. 
Orange,  v. 

2  r.  Emerald  green. 

Light  green. 

Park  green. 

Yellow-green. 

Pale  ditto. 

Sea-green. 

Light  ditto. 
4  r.  Eed. 

Light  red. 
8  r.  Yiolet. 

Pale  violet. 

Bed-violet. 

Dull  red- violet. 


B.    Without  Surcharging. 

i  r.  Blue. 

Pale  blue. 
Dark  blue. 

1  r.  Yellow. 

■  Pale  orange. 
Orange. 

2  r.  Dark  green. 

Green. 

Pale  yellow-green. 


4r 


Bed. 
Pale  brick-red. 
r.  Yiolet. 
Bed- violet. 


II. — Same   as 
coloured  paper. 


I.     Black   impressions   on 


lr, 


(1861.)     A. 

Black  on  fawn. 
Pole  black  on  fawn. 
Black  on  green. 
Black  on  yellow-green. 


2  r.  Black  on  rose. 

Pale  black  on  rose. 
4  r.  Black  on  yellow. 

Pale  black  on  yellow. 
8  r.  Black  on  brown. 


B. 

|  r.  Black  on  fawn. 

Pale  black  on  fawn. 

1  r.  Black  on  green. 

Black  on  yellow-green, 
Black  on  rose  (error-). 

2  r.  Black  on  rose. 

Pale  black  on  rose. 
4  r.  Black  on  yellow. 

Pale  black  on  yellow. 
8  r.  Black  on  brown. 

Pale  black  on  brown. 


III.- 


•Same  as  II. 
(1863.) 


A.   AND   B. 

4  r.  Bed  on  yellow. 

Violet-red  on  yellow. 
8  r.  Green  on  brown. 
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IV. — Design  somewhat 
similar  to  I.,  but  more 
finely  engraved.  Col.  imp., 
rect.,  perf.  12. 

(1864.) 

Red. 
Blue,  light  blue. 


Uh  keal, 
dos  realks, 

CuATRO  REALES 
UN   PESO, 


Brown. 
Black. 


These  stamps  were  engraved  by  the 
American  Bank  Note  Company,  and -were 
issued  by  Juarez,  at  Monterey.  The  genuine 
used  ones  generally  have  the  name  Monterey 
surcharged  at  the  side,  though  we  have  seen 
the  un  real  without  surcharge,  and  postmark- 
ed franco  across  the  stamp.  There  exists  a 
set  of  proofs  in  the  normal  colours  imperforate 
on  thin  paper.  We  have  also  seen  proofs  of 
the  cualro  reales  printed  in  green,  black, 
blue,  red,  and  deep  yellow. 

Y. — Crowned  eagle  on 
cactus,  holding  a  snake 
in  its  beak,  within  an 
oval  band,  containing  the 

words    CORREOS    MEXICO    at 

top  :  value  below.  Star 
in  each  corner.  Col.  imp., 
rect. 


m  \ 


(1864-6)     A. 

Tres  Centavos. 
(1865.)  Reddish  brown. 
(1866.)  Brown,   v. 

Medio  Real. 
(1864.)  Puce.   v. 

Rosy  lilac. 

Reddish  lilac. 

Yiolet-brown.   y. 
(mo.)  Lilac. 

Pale  lilac. 
(1866.)  Pearl-grey. 

Un  Real. 
(1864.)  Dull  Prussian 
blue.   v. 

Sky-blue. 
(1865.)  Pale  sky-blue. 

Greenish  blue. 
(1866.)  Blue. 

Light  blue. 

Very  bright  blue.v. 
Dos  Reales. 
(1864.)  Canary-yellow. 

0 range- yellow,   v. 
(1865.)  Pale  yellow. 

Orange-yellow. 
(1866.)  Orange. 

Yellow. 
Cuatko  Reales. 

Dark  green. 

Green. 


B. 

Brown. 

Warm  brown  (laid  n.) 

Rosy  lilac,   v. 
Violet-brown. 
Lilac. 
Pale  lilac. 
Pearl-grey. 


Dull  Prussian  blue. 
Skv  blue. 
Blue. 

Dark  blue. 
Very  bright  blue. 


Canary-yellow. 
Orange-yellow. 
Pale  yellow. 
Yellow. 
Orauge.  v. 


Green. 
Yellow-green. 


(1865.)  Light  green. 

Yellow-green. 

Pale  yellow-  green. 
Ocho  Reales. 
(1864.)  Bright  red.   v. 
(1866.)  Dull  red. 


Pale  yellow-green. 


Bright  red.  v. 
Dull  red. 
Brick-red. 


VI. — Profile  of  Maxi- 
milian to  left  on  solid  disk, 
surrounded  by  oval  band 
containing  imperio  mexi- 
cano  and  the  value.  Col. 
imp.,  rect.,  lithographed. 


(1866.)     7  centavos,       Pearl-grey. 
Pale  lilac. 
Very  faint  lilac. 
Brown-lilac. 
Blackish  grey. 
13  c  ,  Ligbt  blue. 

Blue. 

Bright  blue. 
Very  dark  blue. 
Lemon. 

Orange-yellow,  v. 
Orange. 
Green. 
Light  green. 
Yellow-green. 
Pale  ditto. 

,  but  engraved. 

B. 

7  c.  Mauve. 

Pale  mauve. 
Purple. 
13  c.  Blue. 


25  c.  Orange-yellow. 

Orange. 
50  c.  Green. 

Pale  green. 


25  c, 
53  c, 

VII. — Same  as  VI. 

A. 

7  c.  Mauve. 

Pale  mauve. 

13  c.  Blue. 

Pale  blue. 

Bright  blue. 
25  c.  Orange-yellow. 

Orange. 

Brownish  yellow. 
50  c.  Green. 

VTII. — Provisional  issue.  Same  as  I., 
surcharged  (mexico),  in  gothic  type ;  those 
onpelure  paper  are  watermarked  r.p.s. 

(1867-8).     (1).     On  pelure  paper. 
|  r.     Greenish  grey. 
Green. 

1  r.     Blue. 

Light  blue. 

2  r.     Light  green. 

Green.     (Imp.  and  perf). 
4  r.     Rosy  pink. 

Red.     (White  p.  thicker). 

(2).     On  coloured  paper. 
\  r.     Black  on  fawn. 

1  r.     Black  on  green. 

2  r.     Black  on  rose. 

4  r.     Red  on  yellow,     v. 

Black  on  yellow. 
8  r,     Black  on  brown,     v. 

Green  on  brown. 
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IX. — Provisional  issue, 
used  in  Guadalajara. 
Single  lined  circle,  with 
inscription  within  (franco 
en  Guadalajara)  ;  value 
and  date  in  centre.  Black 
imp  ,  on  coloured  paper. 


(1867). 

A  real, 

White. 

1  r. 

While. 

Blue. 

Green. 

2r. 

White. 

Sen-green. 
Yellow-green. 
Rose. 
Magenta. 

4r. 

White. 
Bluish. 
Rose. 

1  peso, 

Purple. 

(1863). 

1  r. 

Green. 

2r. 

Rose. 
Purple. 

These  stamps  are 

found  on  a 

papers ;     some    on 

wove,    others 

hatonue,        q~ 

ladrille, 

and       vei 

variety  of 
on  laid, 
verge-batonne. 
Some  are  also  perforated,  or  rather  punched 
out,  with  42  and  39  dents.  For  list  of 
varieties,  we  refer  our 
readers  to  the  paper  on 
Guadalajara,  in  another 
part  of  these  columns. 

X. — Por trait  of  Juarez 
in  lined  circular  disk. 
Mexico  at  top,  and  value 


below 
angle 

(1838). 


star 
rect. 


each 


(2). 


(1).     Imperforate.     Surcharge  in  Roman  type. 
6  c.        Black  on  fawn. 
12  c.         Green. 

Bluish  green. 
25  c.        Blue  on  rose.    v. 
80  c.        Blue  on  rose,     {error). 
50  c.         Black  on  yellow,     v. 
100  c.         Black  on  brown. 

Brown  on  brown,     {error). 
110  c.        Black  on  brown,     {error). 

Perf.  19,  with  and  without  Gothic  surcharge. 
6  c.        Black  on  fawn. 
12  c.        Black  on  green. 
50  c.  .      Black  on  yellow. 
25  c.        Blue  on  rose. 
100  c.        Black  on  brown 


(3).     Punctured  14£. 


6 

12  c. 

25  c. 

50  c. 

100  c. 


Black  on  fawn. 
Black  on  green. 
Blue  on  rose. 
Black  on  yellow. 
Black  on  brown. 
Brown  on  brown. 


(error). 


As  a  rule  the  Roman  type  is  the  charac- 
teristic of  the  imperforates,  and  the  Gothic 
of  the  perforates  ;  though  occasionally  they 
are  to  be  found  vice  versa,  viz.,  imperf.,  with 
Gothic,  and  perforated,  with  Roman  inscrip- 
tion. These  varieties  are  uncommon,  and 
probably  due  to  accident.  Some  collectors 
make  a  set  with  and  without  dot  after  the 
value.  This  variety  is  not  worthy  of  collection, 
as  it  is  only  due  to  error  in  setting  up  the  type, 
as  you  frequently  find  in  pairs  of  any  value, 
one  stamp  with  a  dot,  and 
the  other  without. 

XI.— Head  of  Hidalgo 
in  an  oval,  within  a  rect- 
angular frame  :  CORREOS  at 
top  ;  Mexico  at  bottom. 
Value  in  words  at  the  sides. 
Star  in  each  angle.  Col. 
imp.,  rect. 


(1).     Imperforate.    Inscription  in  Roman  type. 


(1872). 


6  c. 


12  c. 


25  c. 


50  c. 

100  c. 


Green. 

Light  gi-een. 

Blue-green. 

Blue. 

Light  blue. 

Sky-blue. 

Red. 

Rosy  red. 

Yellow. 

Lilac. 


(2).     Punctured  14^.     Surcharged  Mexico  in  an  arch. 
6  c.         Green. 

Yellow-green. 
12  c.        Blue. 

Light  blue 
25  c.        Red.     v. 
Rosy  red. 
50  c.        Yellow. 

Pale  yellow. 
Lemon-yellow. 
100  c.        Lilac. 
Yiolet. 
Reddish  lilac. 

There  exists  a  set  of  these  stamps  perfo- 
rated, and  surcharged  Mexico  at  the  side 
in  Gothic  type.  These  were  the  first  that 
came  over,  and  are  now  very  scarce. 

In  Saxony  a  letter-carrier  not  long  since  brought 
back  a  parcel  to  the  "  dead-letter"  office,  with  the  noti- 
fication, "  Party  addressed  hung  himself  half-a-year  ago. 
Present  whereabouts  not  known." 

A  Novel  Letter-box. — In  the  Indian  section  of  the 
Yiennese  Exhibition  was  to  be  seen  a  stuffed  tiger,  in- 
geniously got  up  as  a  letter-box,  and  under  the  animal's 
half-open  mouth  was  a  placard,  inscribed  "  Shut  at  four 
o'clock  p.m."— the  feeding  time  in  the  Zoological  gardens. 
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THE   PHILATELICAL    SOCIETY, 
LONDON. 

The  third  meeting  of  the  season  was  held 
on  January  31st,  at  the  same  hour  and  place 
as  the  preceding;  the  subject  chosen  for  dis- 
cussion being  Col.  Mainwaring's  Descriptive 
List  of  Indian  Stamps,  which  had  appeared 
in  the  January  number  of  The  Stamp-Collec- 
tor s  Magazine.  Some  new  associates  were 
introduced,  and  a  few  minor  topics  discussed ; 
after  which  the  Yice- President  proceeded 
to  take  the  several  issues  chronicled  in  the 
paper  in  question  seriatim.  He  remarked 
that  No.  1  (half-anna;  lion  and  palm-tree) 
was  stated  to  have  been  made,  though  never 
used,  _  but  that  the  writer  merely  implied 
its  actual  existence,  and  that  he  himself,  with 
all  the  opportunities  he  had  had  of  examin- 
ing most  of  the  choicest  collections  known, 
had  never  seen  a  specimen,  neither  had  any 
of  the  gentlemen  present  at  the  meeting. 
He  hoped  this  notice  might  call  forth  fuller 
information  from  some  source,  official  or 
otherwise,  respecting  this  earliest  of  the 
Indian  issues. 

The  speaker  then  passed  on  to  No.  2,  the 
half  anna  of  1854,  concerning  which  the 
Colonel  evidently  suffered  one  to  suppose 
that  the  black,  red,  and  blue  individuals 
were  consecutively  printed  from  the  same 
die  ;  whereas  the  contrary  was  well  known, 
the  first  and  last  being  identical,  the  red 
one  varying  altogether  in  type.  The  Colonel's 
use  of  the  word  "  printed  "  would  seem  to 
imply  that  these  stamps  were  engraved, 
while,  in  reality,  they  were  lithographed,  as 
facially  shown  on  the  complete  sheets. 

Nothing  needed  notice  regarding  the 
well-known  red  1  anna,  No.  3  ;  but  no  one 
present  having  ever  had  a  sight  of  Nos.  4 
or  5,  they  lay  in  the  same  category  as  No.  1. 
Nos.  6  and  7,  and  No.  8,  type  of  No.  7,  but 
colours  reversed,  were  too  well-known  to 
require  attention. 

Proceeding  to  De  La  Rue's  designs,  emit- 
ted in  1855,  the  Vice-President  observed 
that  the  tint  of  the  paper  on  wdiich  they 
were  printed  was  not  noted  by  the  writer 
of  the  article  under  review,  and  that  three 
values — the  1  anna,  4  annas,  and  8  annas — 
were  always  catalogued  as  existent  on  blue 


paper,  whereas  the  known  specimens  of  the 
first  named  were  but  doubtful.  Individuals 
existed  apparently  so  printed,  but  on 
close  examination  they  had  all  proved  to 
have  been  artificially  created. 

The  remainder  of  the  stamps  described 
did  not  (with  one  exception  to  be  noticed 
presently)  need  comment,  because  they 
were  all  easily  procurable.  It  was  remarked 
that  the  seal  impression  on  the  flaps  of  the 
envelopes  was  probably  of  like  design  with 
the  first  stamp  for  India  quoted  above. 
The  half- anna  envelope  on  yellow  paper, 
was  unchronicled,  its  issue  not  having  taken 
place  when  the  Colonel  compiled  his  article. 
The  exception  alluded  to  is  the  provisional 
service  stamp,  No.  18  b.  This,  though 
rare,  is  found  in  most  collections  of  impor- 
tance in  its  normal  state,  viz.,  lilac  with 
block  surcharge,  but  is  stated  by  the  Colonel 
to  be  also  surcharged  in  green.  It  was 
known  in  this  state  to  no  one  present  at 
the  meeting,  and  collectors  are  earnestly 
requested  to  apprise  the  secretary  should 
any  be  fortunate  enough  to  possess  it. 

In  one  of  the  collections  present  a  copy 
of  the  4  annas,  head  blue,  border  red,  with 
the  head  inverted,  was  noticed.  This  variety 
does  not  appear  to  have  been  catalogued,  but 
we  have  seen  several  specimens. 

After  these  observations,  an  exquisitely 
executed  imitation  of  the  black  Y.R.  English, 
from  Leipsic,  was  examined  and  condemned. 
Collectors  are  warned  against  accepting  this 
falsity. 

Mr.  H.  A.  de  Joannis  then  proposed  that 
the  first  part  of  Mr.  Pemberton's  catalogue 
should  form  the  subject  of  discussion  at  the 
next  meeting,  which  was  fixed  for  Saturday, 
the  28th  of  February,  at  the  same  hour  and 
place.  The  stamps  described  in  the  first 
number  are  to  be  shown  and  compared,  as 
far  as  time  will  allow,  and  members  are 
desired  to  bring  their  collections,  which, 
however  modest,  frequently  contain  unno- 
ticed varieties  of  an  interesting  character. 

The  meeting  numerically  equalled  the  last, 
and  separated  much  gratified  with  the  in- 
tellectual treat  enjoyed  from  the  discussion 
and  inspection  of  the  choice  collections  on 
view  for  illustrating  the  accompanying  com- 
mentaries. 
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EXTRACTS    FROM   MY   PRIVATE 
NOTE   BOOK.— II. 

BY    C.    H.    COSTER. 

The  One  Cent  Confederate  Stamp. — The 
die  of  this  stamp  has  passed  through  three 
distinct  stages,  and  although  the  differences 
are  so  minute  as  to  be  quite  indescribable,  a 
close  examination  proves  their  existence. 

First  stage. — Messrs.  De  La  Rue  &  Co., 
having  received  an  urgent  order  to  prepare 
and  send  forward  a  supply  with  the  least 
possible  delay,  hastened  to  engrave  the*  block, 
and,  while  it  was  still  in  an  unfinished 
state,  struck  off:  a  quantity  of  the  stamps, 
sending  one  lot  forward  by  a  vessel  which 
came  to  grief,  and  a  second  lot  to  St. 
Thomas,  for  trans-shipment,  but  as  the 
"  Yankee  "  cruisers  were  "  thick  as  mos- 
quitoes," the  stamps  in  question  remained 
in  St.  Thomas  until  the  war  was  over,  when, 
so  far  as  I  can  learn,  they  were  sold  to 
sundry  ardent  philatelists. 

Second  stage. — Having  thus,  as  they  sup- 
posed, satisfied  all  immediate  demands, 
Messrs.  I)e  La  Rue  partially  finished  the 
design,  and  then  printed  a  further  instalment 
therefrom,  but  these  too,  it  appears,  perished 
on  the  briny  deep,  although  it  is  possible 
that  some  few  sheets  safely  reached  their 
journey's  end. 

Third  stage. — After  this  the  engraving  was 
entirely  finished,  and  a  third  batch  was 
printed,  and  some  were  safely  landed  in 
America,  but  about  this  time  the  unsatisfac- 
tory financial  condition  of  the  Confederacy 
put  a  rather  abrupt  termination  to  Messrs. 
De  La  Rue's  operations.  Otherwise,  it  is 
impossible  to  say  to  how  much  more  re- 
touching this  delectable  specimen  of  the 
engraver's  art  would  have  been  subjected. 

In  The  Philatelical  Journal  (page  27)  is 
noticed  a  specimen  of  this  stamp,  cancelled 
Richmond,  and  perforated  13.  I  have  before 
me  at  present  a  similarly  perforated  copy, 
but  cancelled  savannah. 

Now,  the  fact  that  this  stamp  is  from  the 
block  in  its  first  state  (which  never  reached 
the  Confederacy)  would  be  in  itself  sufficient 
to  condemn  the  cancellation,  and,  for  that 
matter,  the  perforation  also.  But  more 
than  this,  a  close  inspection  will  show  the 


obliterating  mark  to  be  regularly  printed  on. 
and  not  kandstruck  at  all.  The  deception 
is  thus  at  once  made  evident,  and  Air. 
Philbrick  (to  whom  I  am  greatly  indebted 
for  the  information  contained  in  this  article) 
informs  me  that  the  manipulation  on  the 
copies  cancelled  Richmond  is  equally  ap- 
parent. 

I  do  not  believe  that  a  single  specimen  of 
the  one  cent  Confederate  stamp  was  ever 
used,  either  perforate  or  imperforate ;  but 
shall,  of  course,  be  pleased  to  learn  (either 
privately  or  through  the  pages  of  the 
philatelic  press)  anything  which  other  col- 
lectors may  be  able  to  bring  forward  in 
support  of  contrary  conclusions. 

Perforated    Stamps  of  the  Confederate 
States. —  In    the   early   part    of    the    late 
war,  Mr.  Offut  (the  Assistant  Postmaster- 
Greneral)  ordered  from  Messrs.  De  La  Rue 
&■   Co.    a  perforating   machine,   and   on  its 
arrival  in  Richmond,  he  applied  it  to  a  few 
sheets    of    each    value,    for    the  purpose  of 
seeing  "how  the  thing  worked."     Although 
the  department  never  formally  adopted  this 
improvement,  a  few  specimens  of  the  stamps 
so    manipulated     appear    to     have    passed 
through   the  post-office,   and  thence  to  the 
albums   of  collectors.     All  the  stamps  per- 
forated by  Mr.  Offut  were  on  the  scale  of 
12^  holes  per  two   centimetres,  and  of  the 
following  values  of  the  second  series  :— 
2  cents,  ■    rose. 
5      ,,         blue. 
10      „         blue. 
20      ,,  green. 

Mr.  Pemberton  some  time  ago  noticed  a 
10  cents  perforated  on  the  scale  of  13  ;  but 
all  such  as  have  ever  come  under  my  in- 
spection have  turned  out  to  be  bogus. 

I  also  find  a  10  cents  perforated  llf 
chronicled  by  M.  Moens,  but  in  the  absence 
of  any  proofs  as  to  its  character,  it  should 
be  treated  with  suspicion. 

ROULETTED     STAMPS     OF     THE     CONFEDERATE 

States. — Undoubtedly  genuine  specimens  of 

the 

5  cents     blue,      ~) 
5      ,,         green,     >    1st  issue, 
10      „        blue,      ) 

exist,  and  probably  owe  their  origin  to  the 

enterprise   of   some   postmaster,    who   thus 
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separated  them  for  liis  own  convenience,  as 
was  the  case  in  several  French  towns  during 
the  late  war  with  Germany. 

Uniontown. — This  stamp  was  noticed  and 
illustrated  by  Mr.  Brown,  in  the  last  number 
of  the  Cariosity  Cabinet.  I  have  now  to 
chronicle  a  second  variety,  which  differs 
from  the  first  in  many  particulars,  especially 
in  the  ornaments  between  c.s.a.  and  postage, 
which  in  the  one  consist  of  loops,  and  in 
the  other  of  lines,  so  intersecting  each  other 
as  to  form  a  number  of  small  diamonds. 

REVIEWS  of  POSTAL  PUBLICATIONS. 

The  Illustrated  Catalogue  of  Postage  Stamps. 

By  Dr.  J.  E.  Gray,  of  the  British  Museum. 

Revised  and  Corrected  by  Overt  Taylor. 

Sixth   Edition.       Part    I.      London :    E. 

Marlborough  &  Co. ;  Bath  :  Alfred  Smith 

&Co. 
The  title  of  this  work  carries  us  back  to  the 
early  days  of  stamp  collecting.  The  name 
of  the  original  author  lent  dignity  to  a  pur- 
suit which,  from  the  unscientific  manner  in 
wbich  it  was  then  conducted,  half  deserved 
the  gibes  and  sneers  of  journals  in  want  of 
a  sensation.  The  first  edition  of  Dr.  Gray's 
Catalogue  is  now  a  curiosity.  Its  descendant 
bears  only  that  distant  family  resemblance 
to  the  original  which  it  owes  to  its  size  ;  all 
else  has  changed,  under  the  able  manipula- 
tion of  its  present  editor,  who  is  fully  alive 
to  the  requirements  of  the  time,  and,  it  is 
evident,  has  done  his  best  to  meet  them.  In 
the  early  editions  appeared  descriptions  of  a 
number  of  interesting  English  essays,  which 
formed  the  piece  de  resistance  of  the  work  ; 
and  in  the  fourth  edition  the  essays  of  other 
countries  were  catalogued  at  length.  A 
clean  sweep  of  them  all  was  made  in  the 
fifth  edition,  and  they  are  not  likely  to  re- 
appear in  the  sixth.  In  their  place  we  find 
engravings  of  every  postage  stamp  type, 
clear  and  accurate  descriptions  and  lists  of 
all  the  varieties,  and  frequent  lucid  notes, 
which  purchasers  of  the  work  will  find  of 
great  assistance  and  interest.  The  new 
edition  is  to  come  out  in  parts,  and  our  own 
opinion  of  them  is  formed  from  a  perusal  of 
advance  sheets  of  the  first,  which  comprises 
the    European    countries    from    Austria    to 


Great  Britain  inclusive.  The  printing  is  of 
the  excellence  which  we  may  fairly  sqy  is 
characteristic  of  all  the  works  brought  out 
under  our  publishers'  auspices.  The  cata- 
logue looks  all  the  better  for  having  an 
unusually  broad  margin,  which  leaves  room 
for  manuscript  additions,  and  the  engravings 
enliven  the  appearance  of  the  pages.  In  the 
notes  we  perceive  the  practised  hand  of  the 
author  of  the  "  Papers  for  Beginners." 
Those  which  accompany  the  list  of  the 
various  Moldavian  issues  will  be  found 
specially  useful,  and  the  small  slices  of  in- 
formation which  intersect  the  text  take  off 
from  the  dryness  inseparable  from  a  work 
of  this  kind. 

Need  we  say  that  we  cordially  commend 
the  new  edition  of  Dr.  Gray's  Catalogue  to 
our  readers  ?  The  low  price  at  which  the 
parts  are  to  be  published  places  them  within 
the  reach  of  all ;  and  when  we  state  that 
each  part  consists  of  sixty-four  pages,  no 
complaint  will  be  made  that  enough  is  not 
given  for  the  money. 


The  Philaielical  Catalogue.  By  Edward  L. 
P  Emberton.  Illustrated.  Dawlish:  James 
R.  Grant  &  Co. 

[second  notice.] 
We  promised  in  our  last  to  give  in  the 
present  number  a  detailed  notice  of  the 
first  part  of  Mr.  Pemberfcon's  catalogue,  but 
we  find  the  task  is  more  difficult  than  we 
had  expected,  from  the  fact  that  there  are 
so  many  things  to  be  observed  on  which  we 
have  not  space  to  comment,  and  yet  can 
hardly  omit.  However,  in  this  dilemma,  we 
can  only  repeat  our  recommendation  to  our 
readers,  to  satisfy  themselves  of  the  value  of 
the  work  by  buying  and  perusing  it  them- 
selves. 

One  of  its  distinctive  features,  to  which 
reference  has  already  been  made,  is  the 
plates  of  illustrations  taken  by  the  heliotype 
process,  which  reproduces  most  faithfully 
every  detail  in  the  stamp  represented.  The 
plates  in  the  first  part  do  not,  at  a  first 
glance,  offer  the  attractive  appearance  we  had 
anticipated ;  but  though  the  general  effect 
docs  not  come  up  to  our  expectations, — 
the  work  having,  as  we  are  informed,  been 
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entrusted  to  careless  hands, — jet,  when  we 
come  to  examine  the  stamps  in  detail,  we 
find  them,  with  few  exceptions,  marvellously 
and  minutely  faithful.  The  exceptions  arise 
out  of  difficulties  occasioned  by  colours 
which  do  not  take  well,  but  that  might  be  got 
over,  as  M-e  have  suggested,  by  first  dyeing 
the  stamps  black. 

Going  now  into  the  foody  of  the  work,  we 
find  that,  in  the  first  place,  the  types  are 
defined  and  the  normal  colours  given ;  then 
follow  the  varieties ;  and  the  list  of  a  coun- 
try's emissions  is  closed,  when  necessary,  by 
a  paragraph  headed  "  Remarks." 

These  remarks  are  of  great  assistance. 
In  them  rival  conjectures  on  moot  points 
are  discussed,  and  the  author  gives  his 
opinion,  which,  as  the  expression  of  a  ma- 
tured judgment,  is  entitled  to  respect. 

The  varieties  are  catalogued  with  great 
precision  and  clearness.  Thus  we  find  three 
distinct  sets  of  the  Belgian  1865  series 
noticed  under  the  following  headings  : — 

"  London  print.     M.  14.,  glace  paper. " 

"  Brussels  print,  1865.  M.  14,  glace 
paper." 

"Brussels  print,  1867.  M.  15.,  thick 
paper." 

The  two  later  series  are  distinguishable  by 
a  difference  both  in  paper  and  perforation, 
as  well  as  by  the  imperfection  of  the  im- 
pression. We  give  this  just  as  one  example 
among  many.  An  example  of  another  ad- 
vance in  cataloguing  occurs  in  the  list  of 
Belgian  emissions  ;  it  is  that  of  marking  the 
issue  of  stamps  which  form  the  continuation 
or  completion  of  a  series  begun  at  some 
previous  date.  Thus  Mr.  Pemberton  ar- 
ranges the  third  issue  as  follows  : — 
First  portion — Nov.  1,  1865. 

30  cent,  brown,  1  fr.  lilac. 
Second  portion— Jan.  1,  1866. 

10  cent,  grey,  20  c.  blue,  40  c.  rose. 
Third  portion — Journal  stamp,  June  1, 1866. 

1  centime,  grey. 

Fourthportion — Journal  stamp,  Sept.  1, 1866. 

2  centimes,  blue. 

Fifth  portion — Journal  stamp,  Jan.  1,  1867. 
5  centimes,  brown. 
All  this  takes  up  room,  but  it  renders  the 
list  very  clear,  and  is  of  much  assistance  in 


learning  the  history  of  any  given  series. 
And  here  we  halt  for  the  present  in  our 
review.  We  shall  have  occasion  to  refer 
again  to  the  catalogue  in  cur  next,  and 
trust  we  shall  then  be  in  receipt  of  the 
second  part,  which,  as  yet,  is  not  to  hand. 

Collectors  must  not  be  surprised  at  some 
delay  taking  place  in  the  issue  of  the  parts. 
The  original  advertisement  thereof  should 
have  included  the  saving  clause,  "Weather 
permitting ; "  for  the  sun's  good  pleasure 
must  be  considered  in  obtaining  the  helio- 
types  ;  and  Phoebus  at  this  time  of  the  year 
is  not  always  in  a  smiling  mood. 


The  foregoing  observations  we  may  well 
supplement  by  the  following  notice  of  the 
catalogue,  from  the  pen  of  one  of  our  fore- 
most philatelists,  which  reached  us  too  late 
for  insertion  last  month. 

We  have  received  the  first  number  of  the 
new  catalogue,  by  Mr.  Pemberton,  which, 
as  the  title  states,  is  to  comprise  "A  Com- 
plete Catalogue  of  Postage  Stamps,  and 
Postal  Envelopes  and  Cards,  with  Volumin- 
ous Notes  of  Reprints,  Forgeries,  and  every 
Subject  of  Interest,  with  upwards  of  1100 
Heliotype  Illustrations." 

This  long  expected  work  is  announced  as 
to  be  completed  in  eight  monthly  parts ; 
the  first  of  which,  now  before  us,  contains 
in  a  strictly  alphabetical  arrangement,  from 
Alsace-Lorraine  to  Bolivia,  and  is  orna- 
mented with  three  plates,  comprising  every 
variety  of  die  referred  to  in  the  text.  These 
illustrations  being  taken  direct  from  genuine 
stamps,  cannot  fail  to  be  the  surest  of  guides 
to  the  amateur :  the  process  (heliotype) 
is  tolerably  well  known  as  having  been 
adopted  in  Mr.  Plimsolls  book — Our  Sea- 
men :  an  Appeal, — but  we  were  unprepared 
to  find  it  so  successfully  applied  to  stamps. 
The  plates  are  wonderfully  good,  considering 
the  difficulties  of  the  task,  though  stamps 
printed  in  mauve  or  lilac  do  not  answer  so 
well  as  other  colours  :  (see  plate  1, 
No.  25,  Argentine  Republic,  1873,  1  centavo 
mauve),  which  somewhat  mars  the  effect  of 
the  plate. 

The  catalogue  itself  is  a  work  we  cannot 
pretend  to  review,  at  all  events  until  it  is 
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completed  ;  but  we  may  say,  from  what  we 
see  of  the  part  before  us,  it  is  worthy  of  the 
reputation  of  its  author  :  who.  even  in  a 
catalogue,  contrives,  more  suo,  to  be  original 
and  striking  in  his  remarks. 

Were  it  otherwise,  we  should  hardly  re- 
cognise Mr.  Pemberton,  any  more  than  we 
should  associate  Dr.  Magnus  with  anything 
concise:  the  originality  of  the  one  and  the 
diffuseness  of  the  other  are  distinguishing 
points  in  our  two  great  authorities.  English 
and  French. 

We  trust  Mr.  Pemberton  will  accept  a 
hint  we  offer  in  all  kindness,  that  over  ela- 
boration  is  a  mistake  ;  the  plan  he  lays  down 
is  quite  full  enough  to  meet  all  reasonable 
requirements. 

The  notes  should  not  be  the  battle-ground 
of  controversy  on  disputed  points,  but  clear 
and  condensed  statements  of  the  state  of  the 
authorities  up  to  the  time  of  publication. 

We  predict  that  if  the  present  standard 
be  kept  up.  this  catalogue  will  be  the  most 
valuable  storehouse  of  philatelic  knowledge 
hitherto  produced,  and  be  a  lasting  monument 
of  the  skill  and  knowledge  of  the  compiler. 

POSTAL  CHIT-CHAT. 

L'xitfd  States  Tost  Cards. — Thirty-one  million 
cards  were  issued  during  the  fiscal  year  which  ended  on 
30th  June  last. 

News  from  Stain". — One  of  the  provisions  of  an 
organic  postal  law,  passed  on  the  27th  of  May  last,  was 
that  the  postal  employes  thioughout  Spain  should  hold 
their  offices  for  life,  somewhat  on  the  same  tenure  as  our 
English  judges;  hut  the  government  which  was  formed 
iu  January,  has  cancelled  that  provision  ;  the  great  ma- 
jority of  "the  officials  being  ignorant  and  uncultivated, 
and  quite  incapable  of  performing  the  delicate  functions 
devolving  on  them.  Probably  this  is  the  first  -rep 
towards  a  reform  of  the  per*ou?iel ;  but  we  may  have  to 
wait  a  long  time  for  the  second.  An  elaborate  and  ex- 
haustive monograph  on  the  Spanish  post  cards— private 
and  official— from  the  pen  of  our  learned  correspondent, 
L)on  M.  P.  de  Figueroa,  appeared  in  Nos.  323  and  324 
of  El  Gobierno,  an  influential  daily  paper,  published  at 
Madrid.  All  the  private  issues  are  described ;  the  more 
notable  varieties  have  already  been  mentioned  in  these 
Undoubtedly  the  most  interesting  is  the  one 
i>>ued  by  the  author  himself,  and  we  learn  from  his 
article  that  it  was  noticed  at  length  in  a  Lisbon  journal 
by  a  member  of  the  Portuguese  parliament,  who  took 
D  to  advocate  the  issue  of  cards  for  circulation 
between  Spain  and  Portugal — an  idea  which  will  probably 
bear  fruit  sooner  or  later.  We  regret  that  our  limited 
■  vents  our  giving  a  more  detailed  notice  at  pre- 
sent of  Don  M.  P.  <;  -  interesting  compilation. 

Tin.  New  Parliament. — The  part  played  by  the  post 

the   forwarding   and   deliver;   of  the   election 

writs,  and  the   formalities  which  accompany   their  re- 


ception at  St.  Martin's-le-Grand  are  thus  described  by  the 
Jjnily  New*  : — ••  The  writs  of  summons  being  issued  are 
delivered  by  the  Lord  Chancellor,  or  his  deputy,  to  the 
messenger  or  pursuivant  of  the  Great  Seal,  who  takes 
them  to  the  General  Post-office  in  London,  and  delivers 
them  to  the  Postmaster,  or  his  deputy,  who  gives  an 

:  acknowledgment  for  them  in  writing,  setting  forth  the 
time  of  delivery.  A  duplicate  of  this  acknowledgment, 
signed  by  the  p  jstmaster  and  the  messenger,  is  left  in  the 

i  Postmaster's  hands.  Each  writ  is  then  despatched  by  the 
next  post,  under  cover  and  free  of  cost,  addressed  to  the 
returning  officer  of  the  proper  borough  or  county,  with 
directions  to  the  local  postmaster  to  deliver  them"  to  the 
officer,  who  makes  and  signs  a  memorandum  of  the  day 
and  hour  on  which  the  writ  has  been  received.  This 
memorandum  is  also  signed  by  the  postmaster.  It  is 
then  transmitted  by  him,  by  the  first  or  second  post,  to 
the  Postmaster-General,  who  makes  an  entry  of  it  in  a 
book  kept  for  that  purpose.  The  memorandum  itself  is 
filed,  together  with  the  duplicate  acknowledgment  of  the 
receipt  of  the  writ  at  the  General  Post-office,  and  both 
are  kept  for  inspection   or  production   should  they  be 

I  called  for.  After  the  receipt  of  this  writ  by  the  retm'ning 
officer  or  his  deputy,  he  is  required  to  endorse  upon  the 

\    back  of  the  writ  the  day  on  which  he  received  it. 

••  Writs  directed  to  the  Sheriffs  of  London,  or  to  the 
Sheriff  of  Middlesex,  or  to  returning  officers  holding  their 

i    offices  within   London,  AVestminster,   or  Southwark,   or 

|  five  miles  thereof,  are  not  sent  by  post,  but  are  carried  by 
the  messenger  or  pursuivant  of  the  Great  Seal  to  the 
offices  in  question." 

ANSWERS   TO    CORRESPOXDEXTS. 

Etonia. — We  regret  we  cannot  find  room  for  your 
further  contribution  on  Errors  of  Watermark. 

G.  H.  H.,  Timperley. — "We  should  like  to  see  your 
variety  of  the  h  schilling  Heligoland  with  profile  colour- 
shaded;  our  impression  is,  that  it  was  accidental.  The 
inversion  of  colours  of  the  ^  schilling  was  a  printer's 
mistake. 

A.  S.— If  you  will  turn  to  the  tenth  vol.  of  the  5.  C.  JL, 
you  will  find  on  page  76  a  notice  of  the  watermark  of 
the  current  Fiji  stamps,  which  consists,  as  you  correctly 
state,  of  the  words  fiji  postage  across  the  sheet,  so 
disposed  that  each  of  the  ten  stamps  in  the  middle  row 
gets  a  letter. 

Mr.  Max  Joseph,  Gablonz. — Although — as  you  will 
have  noticed — your  information  concerning  the  Spanish 
stamps,  was  forestalled  from  other  sources,  we  are  none 
the  less  obliged  to  you  for  your  kind  intention  in  commu- 
nicating it. — The  Swiss  Post  Mandats  we  do  not  chronicle, 
as  we  do  not  think  philatelists  are  in  favour  of  collecting 
them,  and  in  doubtful  matters  we  apprehend  it  is  not 
our  province  to  anticipate  the  possible  formation  of  an 
opinion  by  the  philatelic  public  in  their  favour. 

H.  H..  Newham,  Truro. — 1.  You  had  better  arrange  the 
stamps  chronologically  in  series.— 2.  Yes.  The  Sand- 
wich Island  stamp  to  which  you  refer,  and  those  of  the 
Argentine  Republic,  were  both  printed  by  one  of  the 
New  Ycrk  Bank  Note  Companies,  but  we  do  not  remem- 
ber which. — 3  The  large  sized  English  post  cards  would 
pay  for  keeping,  though  it  is  unlikely  that  they  will 
ever  become  rare. — 4.  We  are  obliged  for  the  Mysore 
green  1  anna  revenue  stamp  ;  it  is  curious  that  the  state 
of  Mysore  should  not  have  postage  as  well  as  fiscal  stamps. 
Your  specimen  of  the  latter  is  decidedly  worth  keeping  — 
5.  "We  cannot  give  the  precise  date  of  issue  of  the  tele- 
graph card  ;  probably,  however,  it  came  out  on  the  1st 
Januarv,  1872. 
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NEWLY-ISSUED    OR   INEDITED 
STAMPS. 

Sweden.: — In  our  last  we  gave  a  list  of  the 
values  of  a  series  of  unpaid-letter  stamps, 
inscribed  losen,  with  the  design  of  which 
we  were  then  unacquainted.  By  the  kind- 
ness of  a  Stockholm  cor- 
respondent, we  are  now 
able  to  annex  a  represen- 
tation of  the  type,  which 
it  will  be  observed  is  cha- 
racterised by  extreme  sim- 
plicity. In  size  it  is  iden- 
tical with  the  ordinary 
postage  stamps,  and  re- 
sembles them  to  a  certain  extent  in  design  ; 
but  the  angles,  instead  of  being  filled  with  a 
Greek  pattern,  are  ornamented  with  rosettes. 
In  addition  to  the  values  given  in  the  pre- 
ceding number,  there  is  a 

1  (en)  hrona,  blue  and  brown. 


JHREEPfiSCE'l  _ 


Natal. — Herewith  we  give  engravings  of 
the  three  new  postage  stamps  for  this 
colony,  described  at  length 
in  our  last.  We  presume 
that  the  current  shilling 
lilac,  if  not  withdrawn 
in  favour  of  an  entirely 
fresh  design,  will  have  its 
-  j  ■  |    present  inscription   taken 

i \tsjK§ pffstefceiaftal  s     out,  and  fresh  inscriptions, 
'~v%'vv™  including  the  word  post- 

age, put  in  their  place. 

New  Zealand.  ■ —  Some  thirteen  months 
ago  illustrations  of  the  six  values  of  the  new 
series  of  postage  stamps,  taken  from  proofs, 
appeared  in  these  pages.  The  stamps  them- 
selves are  now  in  use,  and  our  publishers 
have  received  a  supply  of  them  direct  from 
Auckland.  The  colours  are  as  follow  : — 
One  penny,  lilac. 
Twopence,         carmine-rose. 
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Threepence,       dark  brown. 

Fourpence,        reddish  brown. 

Sixpence,  Prussian  blue. 

One  shilling,  chrome-green. 
The  watermark  is  a  combination  of  the  two 
patterns  in  use  on  the  old  series,  and  con- 
sists of  the  letters  n.  z.  across  the  upper 
part,  and  a  five-pointed  star  in  the  lower 
part  of  the  stamp.  Unlike  most  of  Messrs. 
De  La  Rue's  productions,  these  designs  are 
printed  on  unsurfaced  paper,  which  rather 
mars  their  effect,  particularly  when  found, 
as  on  the  fourpence,  in  conjunction  with  an 
ineffective  colour.  The  perforations  also 
are  rough  and  uneven,  and  it  is  difficult  to 
separate  the  stamps  so  as  to  get  a  clean  edge. 
Sierra  Leone. — We  are  now  able  to  con- 
firm from  personal  knowledge  the  report 
mentioned  on  p.  186  of  the  last  volume,  of 
the  issue  of  a  twopenny  stamp,  of  which 
the  colour  is  more  accurately  described  as 
magenta  than  as  "  violet-red."  The  design 
is  the  same  as  that  of  the  four  others. 

South  African  Republic.  —  A  new  six- 
penny envelope  has  just  been  received  for 
this  country,  the  stamp 
on  which  is  none  other 
than  the  threepenny,  with 
the  original  word  drei 
(three),  in  white  on  colour, 
effaced,  and  zes  (six),  in 
coloured  letters  on  white, 
substituted  for  it ;  a  simi- 
lar substitution  having 
been  effected  in  respect  of  the  two  corner 
numerals,  as  shown  in  our  illustration. 
Why,  with  a  design  inscribed  sixpence  al- 
ready in  hand,  recourse  should  have  been 
had  to  the  threepence,  is  more  than  we  can 
understand. 

(treat  Britain.  —  Sundry  modifications 
have  been  introduced  into  the  design  of  the 
current  sixpenny.  Simultaneously  with  a 
change  in  the  corner  letters  and  plate  num- 
bers from  white  on  colour  to  colour  on  white, 
the  disks  containing  the  plate  numbers  have 
been  placed  on  either  side  of  the  portrait, 
in  the  middle  of  the  white  frame,  and  inter- 
secting the  hexagon.  Their  vacant  place  in 
the  lower  spandrels  has  been  filled  by  ro- 
settes, similar  to  those  in  the  upper  span- 
drels ;  and  it  should  be  remarked  that  the 
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rosettes  are  larger  than  those  in  the  first 
stamp  of  the  type,  the  light  brown  sixpence. 
The  lettering  of  the  inscriptions  is  thinner, 
and  there  is  a  greater  space  than  formerly 
between  the  onter  frame,  the  top  and  bottom 
lines  respectively,  and  the  onter  margin.  In 
short,  it  is  evident  that  all  ontside  the 
central  hexagon  has  been  re-engraved  or 
retonched. 

Spain. — It  now  appears  that  the  10  c.  de 
peseta  war-tax  stamp,  bine,  originally  in- 
tended for  nse  as  a  supplementary  fiscal,  is, 
rightly  or  wrongly,  employed  as  a  supple- 
mentary postage  stamp.  Our  publishers 
have  received  a  letter  from  Madrid  prepaid 
with  an  ordinary  ultramarine  50  c.  and  a 
bine  10  c,  yet  we  were  told,  on  good 
authority,  which  even  now  we  do  not  ques- 
tion, that  letters  for  foreign  parts  were 
exempted  from  the  operation  of  the  war  tax. 
Perhaps  the  fact  is  that  people  hardly  know 
what  stamps  they  are  expected  to  put  on  in 
addition  to  those  required  for  the  ordinary 
postage,  and  being  unaware  of  the  limitation 
of  the  war- tax  stamps  to  home  letters,  think 
themselves  bound  to  put  them  on  their 
letters  to  foreign  countries.  In  the  absence 
of  positive  information,  they  may  not  un- 
naturally argue  that,  as  the  extra  charge  is 
5  c.  de  peseta  for  home  letters,  it  must  be 
10  c.  de  peseta  for  letters  which  pay  a  much 
higher  rate  of  postage. 

Our  scepticism  with  respect  to  the  authen- 
ticity of  the  Carlist  stamps  has  been  dis- 
sipated by  the  receipt  of  the  genuine  used 
specimens  referred  to  by  Mr.  de  Joannis  in 
the  communication  from  him  which  we  print 
in  our  "  Correspondence"  section.  They  pre- 
paid letters  which  were  posted  and  delivered 
within  the  district  round  Bilbao,  which  is, 
and  for  some  time  past  has  been,  in  the  pos- 
session of  the  Carlist  forces ;  and  the  corre- 
spondent to  whom  the  letter  which  elicited 
a  reply  was  sent  is  a  near  relative  of  Mr.  de 
Joannis  himself.  The  stamps  are  of  the 
variety  showing  the  tilde  over  the  letter  N  in 
Ulspcma.  The  specimens  which  have  unques- 
tionably done  duty  are  of  a  light  blue;  whilst 
the  copy  on  linear  paper— which  Mr.  de 
Joannis  suggests  has  been  obligingly  ob- 
literated for  a  "consideration" — is  several 
shades  darker,  and  the  postmark  is  in  black 


ink,  and  has  not  indented  the  paper.  All 
the  stamps  are  on  a  thick  surfaced  paper, 
and  are  imperforated. 

In  the  last  number  of  Le  Timbre-Poste 
appeared  an  engraving  of  a  frank  stamp, 
handstruck  on  letters  from  the  Carlist 
army.  It  contains  the  arms  of  Spain  minus 
the  golden  fleece  and  collar,  but  plus  a  kind 
of  full  moon  in  the  centre  of  the  shield. 
They  are  surmounted  by  the  royal  crown, 
and  enclosed  in  a  large  oval,  inscribed  ejer- 

CITO  REAL.    BATALLON  CAZADORES  DEL  CID  ; 

the  whole  struck  in  blue  ink.  Similar  frank 
stamps,  with  various  inscriptions,  are  issued 
by  the  Council  of  War  of  Guipuzcoa,  by 
military  commanders,  and  by  royal  juntas. 

From  our  valued  correspondent,  Don 
M.  P.  de  Figueroa,  we  have  received  the 
explanation  of  the  existence  of  Spanish 
stamps,  with  a  hole  punched  out.  He  refers 
us  to  his  excellent  list  of  Spanish  postal 
laws,  a  large  part  of  which  we  have  already 
transferred  to  these  pages,  in  which  we  find 
a  decree  of  the  19th  June,  1873,  ordaining 
that  certain  stamps  shall  be  first  marked 
with  a  cross  in  ink,  and  afterwards  punched 
at  the  head  office  ;  they  may  then  be  put  on 
unpaid  or  insufficiently  stamped  letters  from 
abroad  by  the  postmen,  and  will  serve  as 
vouchers  for  the  amounts  claimed  by  the 
latter.  In  other  words,  if  we  rightly  under- 
stand the  decree,  they  serve  as  chiffre-taxe 
stamps  for  unpaid  letters  from  abroad,  but 
their  employment  must  be  limited,  for  even 
Don  M.  P.  de  Figueroa  does  not  speak  of 
having  seen  any  specimens,  and  he  thinks 
that  the  one  referred  to  by  the  correspondent 
to  whom  we  replied  must  have  been  ab- 
stracted from  the  post-office. 

Switzerland. — From  a  correspondent  at 
Lausaune  we  have  received  a  specimen  of 
the  5  c.  envelope  in  chocolate,  and  of  the  5  c. 
adhesive  in  a  similar  but  not  identical  shade. 
The  current  post  card  is  also  printed  in 
chocolate,  and  we  learn  from  Le  Tlnihre- 
Posfe,  that  the  two  newspaper  bands — 2  c. 
and  5  c. — are  both  printed  in  bistre.  Lastly, 
a  correspondent  sends  us  the  2  centime 
adhesive  in  bistre.  We  are  not  surprised  at 
the  final  abandonment  of  silver-grey  as  the 
colour  of  the  2  centimes,  but  cannot  under- 
stand why  the  adhesive  and  wrapper  of  that 
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value  should  be  printed  in  shades  which  so 
closely  approach  those  of  the  5  c.  envelopes, 
wrapper,  and  adhesives.  The  correspondent 
last  referred  to  has  it  on  good  authority 
that  double  post  cards,  of  a  total  value  of  10 
centimes  for  home  use,  and  a  single  10  c. 
post  card  for  circulation  between  Switzer- 
land and  Austria,  are  on  the  point  of  being 
introduced. 

Wuetemburg. — The  Wurtemburg  post- 
office  undertakes,  like  other  German  post- 
offices,  the  carriage  of 
parcels  of  light  weight, 
and  the  consignment- 
notes  bear  the  annexed 
stamp  surrounded  by  a 
cordon,  printed  in  relief 
in  upper  right  corner,  on 
yellow  card,  with  black 
inscriptions.  We  take  it 
that  this  modification  of  the  postage  stamp 
proper  is  hardly  entitled  to  rank  with  the 
postal  issues.  On  and  after  the  1st  July, 
says  our  Belgian  contemporary,  the  1  kr. 
and  3  kr.  envelopes  will  cease  to  bear  an 
oblique  inscription  ;  as  to  the  6  kr.  and  9  kr. 
envelopes,  it  is  a  long  time  since  any  were 
struck  off,  and  it  is  not  intended  to  continue 
these  values  in  circulation  after  the  exhaustion 
of  the  present  stock. 

Russian  Locals. — Tchprn  (Toula). — The 
Tchern  stamp  is  issued  in  two  colours, 
viz.,  blue  on  yellowish  white,  and  black  on 
dull  white. 

Pereslav-Wulesski  (Vladimir). — The  ex- 
treme simplicity  of  this  newly- discovered 
stamp  renders  descrip- 
tion and  comment  alike 
unnecessary.  Suffice  it 
to  say  that  it  is  struck 
in  black  on  green  paper. 
The  word  Walesski  signi- 
fies "beyond  the  forest," 
and  is  added  to  distin- 
guish the  stamp-issuing 
district  from  another  Pereslav  in  the  same 
government. 

DnieproffsJc  (Taurida). — The  design  of  the 
sides  of  this  stamp  has  been  changed  ;  they 
are  now  larger,  and  the  impression  is  on 
thin  laid  paper. 

Novgorod  (Novgorod). 


-We  referred  last 


year  to  the  reported  issue  of  stamps 
from  a  new  die,  which  proves  to  be  a  fact. 
The  chief  differences  are  an  abbreviation 
of  the  inscription  in  the  upper  margin  con- 
sequent on  an  increase  in  the  size  of  the 
lettering,  smaller  crown,  larger  shield,  and  a 
diminution  in  the  size  of  the  lower  inscrip- 
tions. 

Bias  an  (Riasan). — The  current  types  of 
the  2  kop.,  printed  in  gold,  are  used  as 
unpaid-letter  stamps. 

Schatzk  (Tamboff) — -The  design  has  been 
redrawn ;  the  horseshoe  inscription  now 
touches  the  upper  part  of  the  frame,  and  the 
head  of  the  figure  3  is  rounded,  instead  of 
flat.    A  re-engraved  5  kop.  stamp  also  exists. 

Kiriloff  (Novgorod).— The  2  kop.  is  now 
printed  in  dark  blue  and  light  blue  (instead 
of  in  black  as  formerly)  on  red-brown. 

Kadnifoff  (Vologda). — The  3  kop.  stamp 
is  roughly  handstamped  in  blue  on  yellowish 
white,  bright  blue  on  white,  and  pale  and 
bright  ultramarine  on  bluish  white. 

Kosnletz  (Tchernigoff). — A  new  stamp — 3 
kop.  bronze — has  appeared  with  inscription 
in  oblong. 

Perejaslav  (Poltava). — There  has  been  a 
change  in  the  type  of  the  3  kop.  The  new 
comer  is  a  square  stamp  with  value  in  circle, 
struck  in  black  on  buff. 

Tichvin  (Novgorod). — The  old  inscribed 
oblong  has  been  superseded  by  an  equally 
ugly  type,  value  5  kop.,  struck  in  blue,  and 
consisting  of  a  figure  in  oval  with  value  in 
centre.  Its  primitive  character  may  be 
judged  from  the  fact  that  there  are  fifteen 
variations  of  type. 

Melitopol. — The  3  kop.,  now  printed  from 
a  fresh  typographic  transfer,  does  not  look 
at  all  like  the  early  copies,  and  differs  from 
them  in  shades.  It  is  at  present  found  in 
blue,  pale  blue,  and  very  dark  blue. 

All  the  foregoing  information  respecting 
the  Russian  locals  is  copied  from  the  pages 
of  our  Brussels  contemporary. 

Japan. — From  the  same  source  we  get  a 
report,  of  which  we  hope  to  receive  the  con- 
firmation, to  the  effect  that  post  cards  are 
already  in  use  in  Japan,  and  have  been  for 
for  some  months  past. 

Geiqualand. — The  Philatelist  confirms  the 
report    of    an    emission    for    this    territory, 
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stating  that  the  order  for  the  stamps  was 
sent  to  England  in  June  last,  and  that — very 
appropriately,  considering  the  special  pro- 
duct of  the  place — the  design  is  diamovd- 
shaped. 

OUR    CONTEMPORARIES. 

VTe  have  accumulated  arrears  of  contem- 
porary publications  to  glean  from,  and  the 
emh arras  de  richesses  from  which  we  are 
suffering  is  heightened  by  the  arrival  of  new 
publications  and  old  friends  in  a  new  guise. 
To  these  we  must  give  the  preference. 

Le  Collectionneur  de  Timures-Poste  is  to  all 
intents  and  purposes  a  new  periodical.  It 
is  edited  by  our  old  friend  M.  Maury,  and 
arranged  on  a  new  plan.  The  editor  can- 
didly says  he  has  no  time  to  write  an  orna- 
mental framework  to  his  descriptions  of 
stamps,  and  therefore  will  confine  himself  to 
giving  a  dry  list  of  facts  in  geographico- 
alphabetical  order.  TVe  do  not  admire  his 
plan,  for  we  think  that  a  rough,  undressed 
catalogue  does  not  do  justice  to  the  stamps. 
The  readers  of  a  magazine  desire  to  have 
their  attention  directed  to  the  prominent 
peculiarities  of  a  type,  and  the  circumstances 
accompanying  its  issue.  M.  Maury  him- 
self so  far  recognises  this  necessity,  that  he 
replaces  the  ordinary  commentaries  by  ex- 
planatory notes,  and  in  the  last  number  of 
Le  CoUedionneur  the  tendency  of  those 
notes  towards  expansion  is  remarkable. 
The  publication  is  up  to  time,  but  we  do 
not  find  any  quotable  information  in  it. 

Illustrirtes  Brief  marl c  en -Journal  is  a  maga- 
zine published  at  Leipzig  by  Messrs.  AVer- 
ninck  &  Co.  It  is  excellently  got  up,  and 
the  letter-press  is  in  Roman  type,  instead 
of  in  confusing  German  text.  We  observe 
that  all  the  recent  issues  are  fully  described, 
and  many  of  them  illustrated,  the  engrav- 
ings being  decidedly  above  the  ordinary 
level  of  the  German  magazines.  The  article's 
look  interesting,  but  we  regret  that  our 
acquaintance  with  German  is  all  too  slight 
to  permit  of  our  profiting  by  their  contents. 

J,' Ami  des  Timbres  is  a  magazine  pub- 
lished by  M.  Roussin,  of  Paris.  It  consists 
of  four  pages  of  descriptive  matter,  and 
four  pages  of  price  catalogue.  Fiscal  stamps 


occupy  a  large  share  of  the  editor's  atten- 
tion, but  we  are  bound  to  say  that  postage 
stamps  are  not  neglected.  This  new  comer 
is  well  printed,  and  illustrated. 

The  American  Journal  oj  Philately  comes 
before  us  in  an  altered  shape,  and  with  an 
ornamental  wrapper,  the  design  on  which, 
whilst  far  from  being  unattractive,  has  the 
drawback  of  not  showing  up  the  title  with 
sufiicient  clearness.  The  matter — in  so 
far,  at  any  rate,  as  that  which  relates  to 
postage  stamps  is  concerned — is  excellent ; 
as  to  the  fiscal  portion  of  the  journal,  and  it 
is  a  considerable  one.  we  have  nothing  to  say. 
The  January  number  opens  with  a  brief  list 
of  new  issues,  followed  by  an  article  entitled 
"  Our  Philatelic  Contemporaries,''  in  which 
the  contents  of  the  other  journals  are  sum- 
marised with  much  effect.  Then  comes  the 
first  instalment  of  a  history  of  Berford's 
California  Express,  whence  it  appears  that 
Mr.  Berford,  some  twenty  years  ago,  carried 
letters  between  New  York  and  San  Fran- 
cisco at  lower  rates  than  the  government. 
This  article  is  well  worth  reading,  and  we 
look  forward  with  interest  to  the  continu- 
ation. "  Stamp  Collecting  in  the  Future," 
a  homily  on  the  duties  of  philatelists,  which 
contains  much  good  advice,  succeeds  the 
"Berford"  paper,  and  is  brought  to  a  close 
in  this  number,  of  which  the  remaining 
contents  do  not  call  for  comment.  Under 
the  editorship  of  Mr.  Joseph  Casey,  the 
A.  J.  P.  appears  to  have  taken  a  fresh  lease 
of  life,  and.  recognising  its  increasing  serious- 
ness and  the  elevation  of  its  aims,  we  wish 
it  every  success. 

La  Pasta  Mondiale  for  February  is  to 
hand,  and  contains  some  good  reading.  To 
this,  and  to  many  other  journals  in  search 
of  new  matter  for  their  columns,  the  fiscal 
stamps  are  a  mine  of  wealth ;  how  far, 
however,  they  carry  their  readers  with  them 
is  another  question.  In  the  postage  stamp 
section  of  La  Pasta  we  find  a  discussion  in 
progress  as  to  the  propriety  of  admitting 
official  stamps,  a  correspondent  arguing  that 
only  labels  issued  to  the  public,  and  used 
in  prepaying  postage,  should  be  accepted, 
whilst  the  editor  retorts  that  the  word  franco 
hollo  means  a  stamp  which  franks,  and  not 
merely  a  stamp  which  represents  a  charge 
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for  postage — the  essence  lying  in  the  frank- 
ing power  per  se,  and  not  in  the  prepaying 
power.  Leaving  this  subject,  we  note  that 
the  once  famous  Garibaldi  stamp  was  made 
by  a  certain  Signor  Andreis,  of  Milan,  and 
used  by  him  as  an  advertisement  label.  It 
is  needless  to  add  that  it  never  had  any 
postal  value. 

The  Stamp-Collector 's  Chronicle,  Sept.  to 
Dec,  1873,  dated  from  St.  John's.  "  Sep- 
tember "  has  just  reached  us.  The  issue  of 
the  number  was,  it  appears,  delayed  in  order 
to  give  the  editor  time  to  test  the  value  of 
certain  specimens  of  the  New  Brunswick 
shilling  stamp  and  Connell  essay  sent  to 
him  from  New  York.  On  comparing  the 
copies  of  the  shilling  with  undoubted 
originals,  he  found  so  many  minor  differ- 
ences, that  he  at  once  taxed  the  senders 
with  selling  stamps  as  genuine  which  they 
knew  to  be  forged.  The  latter  replied  that 
the  stamps  were  reprints,  but  this  also  our 
contemporary  proves  to  be  untrue,  as  the 
dies  are  in  the  possession  of  the  authorities, 
and  have  never  been  reprinted  from,  As  to 
the  Connell  essay,  though  that  certainly  has 
been  reprinted,  the  editor  of  the  Chronicle 
has  no  doubt  that  the  specimens  offered  him 
were  simply  counterfeits.  The  remaining 
contents  of  the  number  do  not  call  for 
special  attention,  but  we  observe  in  this,  as 
in  other  magazines,  a  tendency  to  enlarge, 
ad  nauseam,  on  the  method  to  be  employed 
in  mounting  stamps,  and  other  kindred  sub- 
jects which  are  now  getting  threadbare. 

Le  Timbre-Poste. — The  December  number 
contains  a  short  notice  of  the  so-called 
Jerusalem  stamp,  of  which  the  true  character 
has  since  been  ascertained.  France  has  no 
post-office  at  Jerusalem,  but  the  letters  ori- 
ginating in  that  town  are  delivered  at  the 
Trench  Express  Company's  office  to  be 
forwarded  on  to  Jaffa,  where  there  is  a 
French  post-office ;  and  the  blue  stamp 
applied  at  the  company's  office  in  Jerusalem, 
indicates  that  the  cost  of  conveyance  to 
Jaffa  (20  centimes)  has  been  received.  The 
Schaumbourg-Lippe  stamp,  it  appears  from  a 
notice  in  this  number,  is  more  administrative 
than  postal.  The  government  of  that  princi- 
pality has  acquired,  by  "treaty  No.  8,"  the 
right  of  sending  duly  sealed  official  corre- 


spondence through  the  post  at  one-third  of 
the  ordinary  rates,  and  on  the  letters  the 
number  of  the  treaty  and  the  name  of  the 
forwarding  office  must  appear ;  the  indi- 
cation of  these  particulars  on  an  adhesive 
label  saves  the  trouble  of  writing  them  on 
the  envelopes,  and  that  is  all.  An  elaborate 
monograph  on  the  stamps  of  Parma,  based 
on  official  documents,  continues  its  course 
through  the  December  number,  and  is 
brought  to  a  termination  in  that  of  Febru- 
ary. We  have  not  yet  had  time  to  give  this 
article  the  attention  it  requires,  but  will  do 
so,  and  "report  progress."  The  January 
number  contains  some  interesting  observa- 
tions on  the  forged  stamps  of  Moldavia.  A 
fresh  batch  has  come  on  the  market,  and  the 
better  to  catch  the  unwary,  they  are  all 
obliterated,  but  fortunately  the  precaution 
adopted  by  the  forgers  has  its  weak  point. 
The  obliteration  consists  of  the  words  galatz, 
1  Aug.,  1855  (in  blue)  ;  but  the  year  is 
never  found  in  the  true  postmarks,  and  what 
is  more,  the  stamps  were  not  issued  until 
November,  1858,  and,  therefore,  none  can 
exist  with  an  1855  cancellation ;  thus,  these 
forgeries  carry  their  condemnation  on  their 
faces.  M.  Moens  a  long  time  since  stated 
that  the  Jassy  post-office  had  counterfeited 
its  own  stamps,  and  sold  them  as  genuine  ; 
he  has  now  discovered  that  that  dishonest 
speculation  was  carried  on  by  Mr.  Roseni- 
blum,  an  ex-employe  at  the  Jassy  post-office, 
who  pretends  that  he  received  his  stamps 
from  an  ex-postmaster,  M.  Paratinkiewize. 
Probably,  these  new  counterfeits  are  nothing 
but  a  fresh  series  of  Rosemblum  varieties. 
The  January  number  concludes  with  an 
article  by  Dr.  Magnus  on  the  Transvaal 
envelopes,  which  the  editor  of  Le  Tlmbre- 
Paste,  in  a  foot-note,  declares  he  has  always 
considered  as  a  private  speculation  of  the 
postmaster.  It  is  only  fair  to  the  latter  to 
say  that  he  has  already  met  that  assertion  by 
a  formal  denial,  and  a  declaration  that  the 
envelopes  were  kept  on  sale  and  used  at 
Potchefstroom. 

The  February  number  of  our  Belgian  con- 
temporary is  noticeable  principally  for  a  short 
article  on  the  first  Hawaiian  stamps,  by 
M.  Ph.  de  Ferrari,  which  we  purpose  repro- 
ducing in  our  columns,  and  to  which,  there- 
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fore,  we  need  not  now  refer.  The  number 
closes  with  an  analysis,  by  Dr.  Magnus,  of 
some  dangerous  counterfeits  of  the  first 
Shanghais.  The  March  issue  of  Le  Timbre- 
Poste  is  entirely  occupied  with  the  chronicle 
of  novelties  and  a  notice  of  new  publications. 
Perhaps  we  may  here  notice  that,  in  ac- 
cordance with  previous  announcements,  M. 
Moens  has  brought  out  a  well-printed 
monthly  periodical,  called  Le  Timbre-Fiscal, 
edited  by  Dr.  Magnus,  and  arranged  on 
the  same  plan  as  Li  Timbre-Puste,  to 
which  it  is  intended  to  be  a  companion.  In 
the  second  number  we  find  the  Spanish 
war- tax  stamps  noticed  as  a  revenue  issue, 
without  any  reference  to  the  exclusively 
postal  employment  of  the  lower  value. 

The  Philatelist,  though  last  is  certainly  not 
least  in  our  list  of  publications.  If  we  have 
less  to  say  about  it  than  of  the  rest,  it  is 
because  it  marches  in  a  parallel  line  with  the 
ft.  C.  M.,  and  we  find  in  its  columns  the 
articles  read  before  the  Philatelic  Society, 
and  the  reports  of  the  proceedings  of  that 
society,  which  appeared  contemporaneously 
in  our  own.  The  Spud  Papers  are  decidedly 
the  distinctive  feature  of  our  Brighton  con- 
frere, and  they  are  uniformly  written  with 
great  perspicuity.  We  only  regret  that 
space  will  not  admit  of  our  quoting  from 
them,  as  usual,  in  the  present  review. 

PAPERS  for  BEGINNERS.— No.  XXXIV. 

BY   OVERY   TAYLOH. 

EUROPE. 

^Luxemburg. 

The  stamps  of  the  first  Luxemburg  series 
used  to  puzzle  collectors  in  the  good  old  days, 
as  the  editor  of  this  magazine  amusingly 
related  in  the  second  volume.  A  portrait 
resembling  that  on  the  old  Dutch  stamps 
was  found  in  conjunction  with  the  evidently 
French  denomination  dix  centimes,  and 
again  the  same  portrait,  printed  in  red,  was 
found  surmounting  an  inscription  which 
was  no  less  certainly  German — UN  silber 
GBOSCHBN.  The  portrait  was  that  of  the 
King  of  Holland,  and  the  stamps  came  from 
his  Grand  Duchy  of  Luxemburg.  The 
Grand  Duchy  was  French  in  sentiment,  and 


the  French  language  was  the  chosen  one 
throughout  its  territory  ;  but  it  formed  part 
of  that  German  Confederation  which  the 
war  of  1866  ultimately  dissolved,  and  its 
postal  issues  were  partially  subjected  to 
the  regulations  in  force  in  the  Confeder- 
ation. In  these  facts  lay  the  explana- 
tion of  the  anomalies  connected  with  the 
first  Luxemburg  stamps,  which  perplexed 
collectors  who  at  that  time  were  groping 
their  way  to  the  light. 

The  name  of  Luxemburg  is  a  tolerably 
familiar  one,  yet  there  are  probably  not 
many  persons  who  could  give  any  definite 
account  of  the  territory  to  which  it  applies. 
The  editor  of  the  S.  G.  M.  was  justified  in 
including  it  years  ago  among  the  "  Little- 
known  Stamp  Countries,"  of  which  he  gave 
"  Sketches  ; "  and  if  space  would  permit  I 
could  quote  from  his  sketch  of  Luxemburg 
a  great  many  interesting  particulars  respect- 
ing the  town  and  duchy.  Suffice  it,  how- 
ever, to  say  that  the  present  Grand  Duchy, 
whence  we  get  our  stamps,  is  a  small  state, 
ruled  by  the  King  of  Holland,  containing  an 
area  of  about  2500  square  miles,  situate  be- 
tween Belgium  proper,  France,  and  Rhenish 
Prussia.  The  rest  of  the  old  duchy — by 
far  the  greater  part  of  it,  in  fact — was 
allotted  to  Belgium  when  that  kingdom  was 
established,  and  has  since  formed  an  integral 
part  of  it,  under  the  name  of  the  province 
of  Luxemburg.  This  arrangement,  after 
years  of  diplomatic  fencing,  was  confirmed 
by  the  Treaty  of  London,  signed  in  April, 
1839. 

Both  the  duchy  and  the  town  frequently 
formed  a  bone  of  contention  between  the 
higher  powers.  The  town — formerly  the 
most  strongly  fortified  town  in  Europe,  ex- 
cept Gibraltar,  and  called  by  the  Romans 
City  of  Light,  or  Lucis  Bargain  (whence  its 
present  name) — became  the  object  of  general 
attention  after  the  war  of  1866.  Neither 
France  nor  Prussia  would  agree  to  the  for- 
tress being  occupied  by  other  soldiers  than 
its  own  ;  and  finally,  through  the  mediation 
of  the  Earl  of  Derby — then  Lord  Stanley — 
the  dispute  was  settled  by  the  demolition  of 
the  fortifications.  Since  then  little  has  been 
heard  of  Luxemburg,  which  has  been 
quietly  governed  by  its  Royal  Grand  Duke, 
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and  no  longer   forms  part  of  the   German 
Confederation. 

The  history  of  its  stamps  was  lucidly  re- 
lated a  conple  of  years  since  in  Le  Tunbre- 
Poste  by  a  contributor  dating  from  the  city 
of  Luxemburg,  who  evidently  possessed 
full  and  authentic  information  respecting 
them.  From  this  source  we  learn  that  the 
first  step  towards  the  issue  of  stamps  was 
the  entry  of  the  Grand  Duchy  into  the 
German  Postal  Union,  which  took  effect  from 
the  1st  January,  1852,  in  virtue  of  a  con- 
vention signed  on  the  6th  December  of  the 
previous  year.  One  of  the  regulations  of 
that  union  was  that  prepayment  throughout 
the  states  included  in  it  should  be  effected 
by  means  of  postage  stamps ;  and  in  com- 
pliance therewith,  the  two  values  forming 
the  first  Luxemburg  series  were  issued  on 
the  15th  September,  1852.  Their  employ- 
ment was  at  first  optional,  but  was  rendered 
obligatory  by  a  law  of  the  30  th  November, 
1852,  and  they  remained  in  use  until  the 
beginning  of  the  year  1860. 

The  type  of  the  first  series  is  here  repre- 
sented. It  was  engraved  in  taille-douce  on 
steel,  and  printed  on  white 
laid  paper,  watermarked 
with  the  letter  W, — the 
initial  of  the  Grand  Duke's 
Christian  name.  The  de- 
sign was  the  work  of  a 
Luxemburg  engraver,  Mr. 
Barth,  who,  before  com- 
mencing it,  visited  the  ateliers  of  his  Bel- 
gian colleagues,  for  the  purpose  of  ac- 
quainting himself  with  the  system  of  post- 
age-stamp printing  in  vogue  there.  Find- 
ing that  the  Belgian  stamps  were  engrav- 
ed on  steel,  he  decided  on  engraving  the 
Luxemburg  stamps  in  the  same  manner ; 
and  as  the  Be]gian  stamps  were  water- 
marked, it  was  deemed  best  to  watermark 
the  Luxemburg  stamps.  But  steel  en- 
graving and  watermarked  paper  cost  dear. 
The  inaugural  expenses  amounted  to  nearly 
£500,  and  the  cost  of  working  off  the  yearly 
supply  of  stamps  came  to  the  considerable 
sum  of  £2-1  (!),  besides  other  minor  out- 
lays ;  the  government,  therefore,  decided  on 
choosing  some  cheaper  process  when  it 
became  necessary  to  create  fresh  denomina- 


tions, and  hence  it  is  that  the  10  centimes 
and  one  silbergroschen  are  the  sole  repre- 
sentatives of  the  first  type. 

Of  these  two  stamps  the  former  repre- 
sented the  minimum  postage  on  letters  cir- 
culating in  the  interior  of  the  Grand  Duchy; 
and  the  latter,  the  minimum  postage  on 
letters  to  other  states  of  the  postal  union. 
These  rates,  it  will  be  admitted,  were  by  no 
means  extravagant.  The  10  centimes  exists 
in  only  two  shades — black  and  greyish 
black ;  but  the  collector  seeking  for  colour- 
varieties  can  find  half-a-dozen  in  connection 
with  the  1  s.gr.,  which,  originally  issued  in 
red-brown,  subsequently  made  its  appear- 
ance in  red,  brick-red,  rose,  pale  rose,  and 
flesh.  The  successive  changes  no  doubt 
mark  successive  annual  supplies,  but  being 
evidently  unintentional,  a  beginner's  pur- 
pose will  be  answered  by  collecting  only  the 
two  extreme  shades. 

The  issue  of  additional  values  for  the 
prepayment  of  heavy  letters  was  authorised 
by  a  law  of  the  2nd  Decem- 
ber, 1858,  and  thereupon  the 
post-office  received  tenders 
for  the  engraving  of  the 
designs  from  various  Luxem- 
burg firms,  and  from  a  M. 
Dressier,  a  type-founder,  at 
Frankfort- on- Maine,  whose 
propositions  were  accepted, 
type  was  his  work,  and  he  certainly  deserves 
credit  for  it.  It  has  little  in  common  with 
the  ordinary  German  style,  but  is  character- 
ized rather  by  a  certain  French  lightness 
and  elegance. 

It  is,  perhaps,  not  surprising  that  some  dif- 
ficulty was  at  the  outset  experienced  in  find- 
ing a  printer  to  do  justice  to  it.  The  first 
who  tried  his  hand  on  it — a  Luxemburg  man 
— struck  off  some  ineffective  proofs  of  the 
30  c.  in  brownish  lilac,  on  watermarked 
paper ;  and  ultimately  recourse  was  had  to 
a  Frankfort  printer,  M.  Naumann,  who  has 
ever  since  held  the  contract,  and  under 
whose  superintendence  the  third  type  was 
subsequently  produced. 

The  first  of  the  new  stamps  to  appear 
was  the  30  c,  brownish  lilac,  which  was 
issued  on  the  29th  September,  1859.  On 
that     date    notice    was    given,   that   as   the 
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supply  of  stamps  of  the  first  series  became 
exhausted,  they  would  be  replaced  by  the 
10  c.  blue  and  12  J  c.  rose  of  the  new  type; 
it  should  be,  therefore,  considered  as  the 
official  date  of  issue  of  the  two  latter  values. 
On  the  20th  October,  1859,  the  emission 
of  three  other  values,  the  25  c,  37^  c,  and 
40  c,  was  announced.  These,  with  the  10  c. 
and  12-|  c,  form  the  unperf orated  issue  of 
the  second  series,  and  are  catalogued  thus : — 

10  centimes,  dark  blue,  light  blue. 

12J      „  rose. 

25         „  light  brown. 

37J       „  green. 

40         ,,  yellowish  orange. 

The  12-J  c,  25  c,  and  37J  c,  are  the  re- 
spective equivalents  of  1  silbergroschen,  2  sgr., 
and  3  sgr. ;  and  in  July,  1865,  the  Prussian 
government,  as  the  head  of  the  Postal  Union, 
requested  the  Grand  Ducal  Post-office  to 
alter  the  colours  of  the  two  latter  values 
to  blue  and  brown,  so  as  to  bring  them  into 
accord  with  the  corresponding  stamps  in 
the  emissions  of  the  other  states.  This  was 
done,  but  not  all  at  once.  The  25  centimes 
blue  was  issued  at  the  end  of  1865,  and 
simultaneously  the  10  c.  made  its  appearance 
in  lilac,  the  change  of  colour  being  necessary 
to  prevent  confusion.  The  37^  c.  brown, 
however,  was  not  put  in  circulation  until 
December,  1866,  the  supply  of  the  green 
37|-  c.  having  lasted  until  then.  All  the 
new  values  were  issued  perforated  on  lines 
of  colour.  This  method  of  perforation  is 
very  simple ;  all  that  is  necessary  being, 
if  I  mistake  not,  to  insert  thin  plates  with 
a  serrated  edge  between  the  casts  of  the 
stamps,  the  edges  to  come  up  just  above  the 
level  of  the  surface  of  the  casts ;  then,  when 
the  press  is  worked,  the  same  stroke  which 
imprints  the  design  on  the  sheet  forces  the 
sheet  down  on  the  rows  of  teeth  between 
the  casts,  and  it  is  instantaneously  perforated. 

The  10  centimes,  since  its  change  of 
colour,  has  been  issued  in  several  more  or 
less  distinct  shades.  It  is  found  in  lilac 
(1865),  reddish  lilac  (1868),  and  lilac-slate 
(1871).  The  other  values  have  varied  but 
little.  In  1867  a  new  denomination  made 
its  debut, — the  20  centimes,  brown;  and 
in  1873  a  provisional  1  franc  was  issued, 


formed  by  surcharging  the  37|-  c.  bistre, 
a  value  wrhich  is  no  longer  required,  with 
the  words  UN  franc  in  black. 

At  some  future  date,  when  90,000  pro- 
visional one  franc  stamps  have  been  issued, 
a  new  type  is  to  be  emitted,  but  the  circu- 
lation of  this  value  must  be  extremely  re- 
stricted, if  applicants  for  a  supply  are  told 
at  the  chief  office,  as  a  friend  of  mine  re- 
cently was  told,  that  no  such  thing  as  a 
one  franc  stamp  exists  ! 

There  are  two  trifling  errors  of  impression 
to  be  noted  in  connection  with  this  series. 
Nearly  all  the  10  centime  stamps  have  the 
value  written  centimes,  and  on  two  per 
cent  of  the  37|  c.  it  is  written  centlncs. 
The  perforated  issue  of  the  series  reads  as 
follows  : — 

10  centimes,  lilac,  reddish  lilac,  lilac-slate. 
12f       „  bright  rose. 

20         ,,  dark  brown,  light  brown. 

25         „  blue. 

30         ,,  reddish  lilac. 

37-J      ,,  pale  bistre. 

40         ,,  orange- vermilion. 

1  franc,  pale  bistre. 

.  JOURNAL    STAMPS. 

The  third  type,  which  is  special  to  the 
stamps  for  journals,  circulars,  &c,  was  issued 
on  the  3rd  Nov.,  1860,  and  originally  con- 
sisted of  the  2  c.  black,  and 
4  c.  yellow,  to  which  was 
added,  on  the  1st  January, 
1863,  the  1  c.  buff.  Their 
design  is  as  pretty  in  its  wTay 
as  the  designs  of  the  second 
type.  They  are  models  of  a 
certain  dainty  neatness.  There 
have  been  frequent  accidental  changes  in  the 
shade  of  the  stamps,  but  no  official  change, 
except  in  respect  of  the  4  c,  which  was 
issued  in  green  in  August,  1871. 

The  unperf  orated  varieties  are  the  — 

1  c.  buff,  2  c.  black,  4  c.  yellow,  yellow-ochre. 

Of  the  perforated  varieties,  the  1  centime 
is  the  only  one  which  is  perforated  on  lines 
of  colour.  It  wras  so  issued  for  the  first 
time  in  May,  1868,  and  is  found  in  red- 
brown,  orange,  brownish  red,  yellow,  and 
(according  to  our  authority)  vermilion. 


THE   STAMP-COLLECTOR'S   MAGAZINE. 


57 


The  2  c.  black  was  line-pierced  in  October, 
1867,  and  the  4  c.  yellow  in  October,  1868, 
the  latter  stamp  being  found  in  yellow, 
yellow-ochre,  and  orange-yellow. 

POST   CARDS. 

Unstamped  post  cards,  of  various  sizes, 
some  with  French,  and  others  with  German 
inscriptions,  have  been  issued.  The  first 
made  their  appearance  in  1870. 

The  French  cards  are  pale  buff ;  and  the 
German,  dark  brown  and  pale  buff.  There 
is  said  to  be  a  stamped  post  card  now  "  on 
the  stocks,"  and  some  details  of  it  were 
given  in  a  recent  number  of  this  magazine. 

THE    POSTAGE    STAMPS    OF    THE 
UNITED    STATES. 

PROCESS  OF  MANUFACTURE. SYSTEM  OF  ACCOUNTS. 

GOVERNMENTAL    INSPECTION. 

(From  "  The  New  York  Evening  Post") 

The  process  of  manufacturing  postage 
stamps,  although  carried  on  in  New  York 
for  many  years,  is  but  little  known  outside 
the  limited  circle  of  people  engaged  in  the 
work.  The  little  postage  stamp,  from  the 
moment  it  is  printed,  has  a  par  value  in 
money  according  to  the  figures  upon  its  face, 
and  therefore  the  manufacture  is  guarded 
zealously  by  those  engaged  in  the  work 
and  by  the  Post-office  Department.  Under 
such  circumstances  it  is  not  strange  that  the 
details  are  generally  unknown  and  there- 
fore very  interesting. 

The  contract  for  manufacturing  stamps 
was  formerly  held  by  the  National  Bank 
Note  Company,  and  the  work  was  all  done 
in  the  attic  of  the  Cooper  Union.  Within 
a  year  past,  the  contract  has  been  acquired 
by  the  Continental  Bank  Note  Company,  and 
now  all  the  postage  stamps  of  the  United 
States  government  are  made  by  that  concern. 

The  plates  from  which  the  stamps  are 
printed  are  made  at  the  engraving  depart- 
ment of  the  company,  at  the  corner  of 
Liberty  and  Greenwich  streets  ;  but  the 
entire  work  of  printing  and  issuing  the 
finished  productions  is  done  in  the  company's 
spacious  rooms,  which  occupy  the  entire 
sixth  story  of  the  Equitable  Building,  on  the 
corner  of  Broadway  and  Cedar-street. 


PROCESS    OF    MANUFACTURE. 

The  superintendent  of  the  department  is 
Mr.  Charles  F.  Steel,  and  he  has  under  his 
direction  a  large  force  of  skilled  workmen 
and  young  women,  many  of  whom  have  be- 
come very  expert  in  their  various  duties. 
The  printing  is  done  in  a  similar  way  to  that 
of  the  bank  notes,  and  ten  presses  are  in 
constant  use.  Each  press  requires  the 
services  of  a  helper,  as  he  is  called,  who  inks 
or  rolls  the  plates,  a  printer  or  skilled  work- 
man, who  receives  it  from  the  assistant  and 
cleans  it  of  its  superfluous  ink,  and  other- 
wise prepares  it  for  the  press,  and  a  girl 
who  handles  the  paper  to  be  printed.  The 
rapid  manner  in  which  one  of  these  expert 
printers  clears  a  plate  of  its  overloading  of 
ink  is  surprising.  The  most  expert  of  these 
workmen  will  print  two  thousand  sheets  per 
day. 

From  the  hands  of  the  printers  the  sheets  go 
to  the  drying-room,  where  they  are  subjected 
to  steam  heat.  They  are  then  gummed  by 
hand.  When  subjected  to  this  process  the 
sheets  are  placed  upon  a  block,  and  held  in 
position  by  an  iron  frame  which  covers  the 
blank  edges  and  leaves  the  back  of  the  stamps 
clear  and  ready  for  the  gum.  The  gum  is 
then  applied  with  a  large  brush.  This  work 
is  also  performed  by  young  women.  The 
gummed  sheets  are  then  placed  in  racks, 
upon  supports  made  of  twine,  through  which 
the  air  has  free  circulation,  and  by  this 
means  are  speedily  dried.  In  drying  the 
gum  no  artificial  heat  is  required.  The  gum 
which  is  applied  is  bought  in  the  form  of  a 
powder,  and  is  prepared  for  use  in  huge 
copper  kettles  by  steam  heat. 

After  the  sheets  are  gummed  and  tho- 
roughly dried  they  are  placed  between  highly 
polished  Bristol  boards,  and  subjected  to  a 
heavy  pressure  in  one  of  Hoe's  six-hundred- 
ton  hydraulic  presses.  This  process  gives 
them  the  polished  appearance  which  all  the 
finished  work  bears.  Up  to  this  stage  the 
stamps  appear  in  sheets  of  two  hundred  to 
a  leaf.  They  now  are  divided  or  cut  in  two 
by  young  women,  who  use  huge  shears  for 
the  purpose.  These  young  women  also 
become  very  expert  in  their  business,  and 
will  each  cut  ten  thousand  sheets  a  day  and 
rarely  make  a  mistake  in  their  rapid  work. 
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From  this  counter,  or  work-bench,  the 
sheets  are  passed  to  the  perforating"  machines. 
These  machines  were  invented  by  the  com- 
pany, and  all  who  nse  the  government 
stamps  know  that  they  do  their  work  tho- 
roughly. Five  of  these  machines  are  in  use. 
and  require  two  girls  as  attendants — one  as  a 
feeder,  and  another  to  receive  the  perforated 
sheets  as  they  pass  through.  As  the  sheets 
are  of  irregular  size,  two  different  size:! 
machines  are  required  to  complete  the  work. 
Each  of  these  machines  is  of  ten  thousand- 
sheet  capacity  per  day.  After  being  per- 
forated the  sheets  are  counted,  and  placed 
in  the  safe  in  readiness  for  delivery. 

THE    PLATES. 

The  number  of  stamps  now  in  use  is  one 
hundred  and  three.  Ninety-two  new  stamps 
were  required  for  the  different  departments 
of  the  government  on  account  of  the  abolition 
of  the  franking  privilege.  Twenty-six 
thousand  sheets,  of  one  hundred  stamps 
each,  are  printed  daily,  and  it  may  readily 
be  conceived  that  this  enormous  amount  of 
work  involves  a  corresponding  wear  and 
tear  of  plates.  A  plate  is  estimated  to 
print  about  forty  thousand  sheets  in  good 
order,  after  which  it  needs  retouching  by 
the  engraver ;  but  the  company  prefers  to 
cancel  worn  plates  and  substitute  new  ones 
in  their  place. 

For  printing  the  ordinary  postage  stamps 
the  number  of  plates  kept  in  daily  use  is  as 
follows  : — Ten  plates  for  the  3  cent  stamps, 
four  plates  each  for  the  one  and  2  cent 
stamps,  two  plates  for  the  6  cent  stamps, 
and  one  plate  for  each  of  the  higher 
denominations.  The  inks  for  printing  these 
stamps  are  all  made  by  the  company. 

THE    SYSTEM    01    ACCOUNTS. 

The  number  of  stamps  used  annually  is 
about  six  hundred  and  fifty  millions,  and 
their  average  value  to  the  people  who  use 
them  :  '0,000.     This  is  exclusive  of 

stamped  envelopes  and  postal  cards.  The 
system  of  accounts  used  in  the  manufacture 
is  the  invention  of  Mr.  Steel,  who  has  had 
charge  of  the  business  for  seventeen  years, 
from  a  period  before  the  stamps  were  per- 
forated, and  before  prepayment  of  p 
was  compulsory ;  and  the  checks  to  prevent 


error  and  fraud  are  so  perfect,  that  during 
the  last  twelve  years,  with  a  deliverv  of 
,000,009,  or  $150,000,000  in  value, 
there  has  not  been  a  discrepancy  of  one 
dollar. 

The  paper  is  counted  by  three  different 
persons  before  going  t.i  the  printer,  and 
when  returned  is  again  compared,  and  so  on 
through  every  process  which  it  under £oes. 
Each  printer's  work  has  the  number  of  his 
plate  printed  on  every  sheet,  and  thus 
through  the  whole  course  it  is  kept  separate 
from  every  other  man's  work  which  may  be 
in  progress,  until  it  is  finished  and  deposited 
in  the  safe.  \Yhen  the  paper  is  given  out 
there  is  positive  evidence  that  the  quantity 
is  correct,  and  it  must  tally  in  every  handling. 
The  paper  is  of  a  very  fine  quality,  and  is 
made  expressly  for  this  purpose;  requiring 
great  care  in  the  weight  and  sizing  to  bear 
the  strain  put  upon  it  in  perforating, 
gumming,  and  printing. 

The  safe  where  it  is  finally  deposited  is  a 
fire  and  burglar-proof  room,  capable  of 
holding  two  hundred  millions  of  stamps. 
The  contractors  are  require!  to  keep  on 
hand  at  all  times  a  reserve  supply  of  one 
hundred  and  fifty  million  stamps. 

SUPPLYING   THE    POST-OFFICES. 

There  are  about  thirty-five  thousand  post- 
offices  in  the  United  States,  all  of  which  are 
supplied  directly  from  the  manufactory  upon 
orders  received  daily  from  TVashinofton.  As 
a  rule,  the  principal  offices  are  supplied 
quarterly.  Xew  York  city,  however,  orders 
about  once  a  nimth.  Au  average  order 
from  this   office  is   •  I   stamps.     The 

daily  orders  from  the  department  sometimes 
amount  to  13,000,000.  A  bill  accompanies 
every  package,  and  all  the  packages  go 
through  the  post-office  the  same  as  registered 
letters  ;  and  although  some  requisitions  are 
for  the  supply  of  twelve  or  thirteen  hundred 
offices,  they  are  always  filled  the  day  after 
their  receipt.  The  safety  with  which  these 
valuable  packages  are  transmitted  through 
the  mails  is  wonderful.  It  was  said  in  a 
report  of  a  Postmaster-General,  published 
some  years  ago,  that  out  of  fifteen  million 
dollars  worth  of  stamps  sent  to  post-offices 
during  the  year,  the  total  losses  amounted 
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to  only  thirty- one  dollars.  This  small  per- 
centage of  loss  is  the  more  remarkable  when 
it  is  remembered  that  in  many  of  the  far 
western  states  and  territories  the  mail-bags 
are  carried  on  horseback,  and  often  are  hnng 
np  in  the  woods  to  await  the  coming  of  some 
dilatory  carrier  on  a  branch  ronte. 

REPORTS    TO    THE    DEPARTMENT. 

Five  regular  reports  are  transmitted 
weekly  to  Washington,  showing  the  number 
of  stamps  printed,  finished,  spoiled,  and 
deposited  of  the  various  denominations  and 
departments,  with  a  statement  of  the  amount 
and  condition  of  stock,  finished  and  un- 
finished, on  hand.  The  government  agent  is 
Mr.  D.  M.  Boyd,  who  has  held  this  position  for 
twelve  years,  and  who  is  thoroughly  conver- 
sant with  the  business.  His  duties  are  to 
guard  the  government's  interest,  and  to  see 
that  the  company  fulfil  the  requirements  of 
their  contract.  The  orders  of  the  depart- 
ment are  received  through  him,  and  the 
stamps  are  delivered  to  him  by  the  con- 
tractors, and  his  receipt  is  taken  for  them. 

All  spoiled  work  is  also  counted  and 
burned  by  him  in  the  presence  of  an  officer 
of  the  Bank  Note  Company.  The  spoiled 
work  includes  every  sheet  which  is  defective 
even  in  one  stamp,  and  every  imperfection 
which  may  be  found  in  the  stock  in  passing 
from  hand  to  hand  causes  its  return  to  the 
office  and  condemnation.  The  percentage 
of  loss  in  this  respect  is  very  small. 

EXAMINATION   OF   ACCOUNTS. 

In  addition  to  the  presence  of  a  govern- 
ment agent,  the  Postmaster- General  appoints 
at  irregular  times  a  commissioner  to  visit 
the  works,  and -make  an  examination  of  the 
accounts  and  stock  on  hand  and  report. 
Mr.  Hazen,  of  Washington,  has  generally 
conducted  these  examinations.  His  coming 
is  entirely  unknown  to  the  company,  and 
during  his  investigations  he  takes  the  keys 
of  the  safe,  and  has  entire  charge  of  the 
establishment.  -The  postage  stamps,  stamped 
envelopes,  and  postal  cards  are  under  the 
supervision  of  the  Third  Assistant  Post- 
master-General, E.  W.  Barber. 

THE    OPERATIVES. 

A  majority  of  the  operatives  are  women, 


and  some  of  them  have  been  engaged  in 
this  business  from  eight  to  twelve  years, 
and  are  very  expert.  For  instance,  in  per- 
forating, every  sheet  has  to  be  guided 
separately  through  the  machine,  and  with 
the  greatest  accuracy,  to  prevent  them 
from  running  irregularly,  and  consequently 
being  spoiled;  and  yet  one  girl  will  per- 
forate ten  thousand  sheets  a  day,  and  not 
spoil  more  than  one  hundred.  An  ex- 
pert will  count  twelve  thousand  sheets  an 
hour. 

In  the  course  of  manufacture  the  stamps 
are  counted  twelve  or  fourteen  times  ;  and  if 
at  any  stage  the  count  falls  short  of  the 
ticket  which  accompanies  the  work,  it 
cannot  pass  any  further  until  the  error  is 
corrected.  This  rule  not  only  applies  to 
sheets,  but  also  to  any  part  of  a  sheet. 
Iu  no  event  is  a  person  allowed  to  pass  a 
sheet  where  any  part  of  it  is  missing. 

HUMOURS  OF  POST-OFFICE  NAMES. 

BY   JAMES   M.    COMLY. 

The  poverty  of  the  American  mind  in  in- 
venting names  for  post-offices  is  a  national 
grievance.  We  have  been  amused,  in  looking 
over  the  list  of  post-offices  in  the  United 
States,  by  the  frequent  recurrence  of 
favourite  names,  which  have  sometimes  a 
significance,  and  sometimes  none  at  all.  It 
is  reasonable  to  suppose  that  there  would 
be  a  desire  to  compliment  favourite  public 
men  by  naming  towns  for  them.  We  are 
not  surprised  to  find  that  Washington  has 
39  post-offices  named  after  him;  Warren, 
40 ;  Scott,  26  ;  Taylor  about  the  same 
number,  to  say  nothing  of  16  Buena  Vistas  ; 
Grant,  38 ;  Sherman,  21  ;  Sheridan,  15  ; 
Clinton,  47;  Colfax,  13;  Cresswell,  9;  and 
so  on.  Though  why  there  should  be  20 
Butlers  we  shall  not  undertake  to  say.  It 
is  only  a  slim  compliment  to  the  discoverer 
of  the  country,  and  as  little  as  we  could  do 
for  him,  after  Vespucci  stole  the  name  of 
the  whole  country,  to  call  54  offices  after 
him ;  and  certainly  it  was  no  more  than 
right  that  the  author  of  Ghilde  Harold  should 
be  complimented  by  11  Byrons.  If  there  are 
21  Columbus,  and  33  more  named  for  Colum- 
bus in  one  shape  or  another,  Dayton  could  not 
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possibly  get  along  with,  less  than  20.  And, 
speaking  of  peace  in  the  family,  it  is  per- 
fectly proper  to  call  27  post-offices  by  the 
name  of  "  Concord,"  in  order  to  secure  that 
favourite  old  family  luxury.  So,  also,  we 
have  19  Bethels.  But  why  should  we  have 
20  Burlingtons  ;  or  26  Berlins  ;  55  beginning 
with  Brown,  60  beginning  with  Brook,  and 
61  with  Buck  ?  The  national  bird  is  rather 
shabbily  treated  in  having  but  48  "  Eagles," 
while  there  are  60  "Elks."  In  view  of  the 
prevalence  of  games  which  are  not  under- 
stood, it  is  not  a  large  misuse  of  the  word 
"  Green "  to  attach  it  to  221  post-offices. 
And,  since  we  are  on  the  subject  of  green, 
the  word  "  Forest  "  seems  peculiarly  appro- 
priate for  Western  towns,  unless  they  happen 
to  be  on  the  prairie — so  53  is  small  enough 
a  number  for  them.  In  the  same  line  of 
thought,  we  have  110  "  Fort "  something- 
or- other ;  and  111  "  Fair  "  places  ;  119 
"  Pleasant  "  in  one  way  or  another :  and  628 
begin  with  the  appropriate  descriptive  term 
"  New."  The  points  of  the  compass  are 
not  forgotten — 414  places  are  "  East  "  some- 
thing ;  519  "North";  396  "South";  and 
581  "  West."  By  this  happy  thought  the 
poverty-stricken  intellect  is  enabled  to  mul- 
tiply indefinitely  all  the  other  names  which 
have  gone  before,  even  without  drawing 
on  such  reserves  as  "  Middle,"  "Upper," 
"  Lower,"  and  the  like.  If  it  were  not  for 
these  last,  nothing  could  save  us  from  such 
infliction  as  "  Southeast  by  South"  Colum- 
bus, and  "East  Southeast"  Columbus,  and 
so  on  until  we  had  completely  "boxed  the 
compass."  Another  resource  is  to  tack  on 
"  C.  H."  The  seasons  are  very  unequally 
treated.  There  are  17  places  named  after 
"Summer";  149  after  "Spring";  21  after 
"  Fall,"  nearly  all  of  which  are  named  after 
falling  water  rather  than  the  season ;  and 
Winter  has  but  12,  including  all  that  are 
named  after  old  man  Winter.  The  timbers 
are  better  treated.  Walnut  has  41 ;  Oak  148 ; 
and  so  on.  The  Saints  have  198  places 
called  for  them — the  sinners  none  at  all. 
There  are  only  eight  post-offices  beginning 
with  X,  and  they  are  all  Xenia.  There  are 
56  beginning  with  Q,  of  which  16  are 
"  Quincy  "  and  8  "  Quaker."  California  is 
ahead  of  all  other  States  in  the  odd  names — 


as,  for  example  ;  "  Bulliona,"  "Yankee  Hill," 
"Angel's  Camp,"  "Copperopolis,"  "Railroad 
Flat,"  "Point  of  Timber,"  "Happy  Camp," 
"Fair  Play,"  "Grizzly  Flats,"  "Indian 
Diggings,"  "Slippery  Ford,"  "  Zem  Zem." 
"Rough  and  Ready,"  "  You  Bet,"  "  Grizzly 
Bear  House,"  "  Yankee  Jim's,"  and  so  on, 
leaving  out  the  quaint  and  curious  Spanish 
names.  The  readers  of  Bret  Harte's  latest 
story,  in  "  Scribner,"  will  hardly  be  pre- 
pared to  hear  that  its  location,  "  Fiddletown," 
is  a  bona-fide  California  post-office. 

Of  all  the  post-offices,  there  are  very  few 
that  are  singular  in  the  use  of  their  names. 
One  is  reasonably  sure  of  being  unique 
under  the  name  of  Qiionochontaug  (Rhode 
Island),  though  even  the  name  of  Comly 
has  a  post-office  in  Pennsylvania,  the  emo- 
luments of  which  are  put  down  in  the  Blue 
Book  at  the  princely  sum  of  twelve  dollars 
per  annum.  After  this  no  one  can  feel  safe. 
At  the  most  unexpected  moment  some  des- 
perate cross-roads  may  seize  upon  his  name 
for  a  post-office. — American  Paper. 

THE   FRENCH   POST   CARD. 

The  first  complete  list  of  these  cards  has 
just  appeared  in  the  opening  part  of  the 
new  edition  of  Dr.  Gray's  Catalogue,  and  we 
believe  we  are  rendering  our  readers  a  ser- 
vice in  reproducing  it. 

It  is  due  to  Dr.  Magnus  to  say  that  the 
annexed  arrangement  is  based  on  the  one 
which  he  gave  last  year  in  Le  Timbre-Poste, 
but  the  editor  of  Dr  Gray's  catalogue  has 
not  deemed  it  necessary  to  include  in  his 
list  varieties  which  arise  from  the  presence 
or  absence  of  an  inscription  within  the  ruled 
space  prepared  for  the  stamp. 

The  two  types  No.  1  were  set  up  in  the 
national  printing-office,  in  accordance  with 
instructions  given  by  the  postmaster- 
general.  The  10  c.  cards  were  originally 
prepared  to  receive  two  5  c.  stamps,  and  the 
intention  was  acted  on  in  respect  of  the  first 
supplies,  but,  probably  on  account  of  the 
time  lost  in  sticking  two  stamps  on  each 
card — for  the  cards  must  be  stamped  by  the 
officials  before  being  delivered  to  the  public 
— a  new  10  c.  adhesive,  brown  on  rose,  was 
printed     to    supersede    their    employment. 
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I.  For  circulation  in  the  same  town. 

Border  Type,  1. 
istxn...  ice.  a    On  white  card. 

5  c.  and  5  c,  green ; 
10  centimes,  brown  on 
rose. 

b.  On  buff  card,  with  price 
printed  across  the 
front. 

10  centimes,  brown 
on  rose. 


2nd  Type.    10  c. 


S^S&Si&y 


m 
w 


3rd  Type.    10  c. 


Border  Type,  2. 
On  white  card. 

10  centimes,  brown  on 
rose. 


Border  Type,  3. 
On  buff  card. 

10  centimes,  brown 
on  rose ;  5  c.  and  5  c, 
green. 


1st  Type.    15  c. 


II.  For  circulation  from  one  town  to  another. 
Border  Type,  1. 

a.  On  white  and  on  bluish 
card. 

15  centimes,  cinnamon. 

b.  On  white  card,  with 
price  printed  across 
the  front. 

15  centimes,  cinnamon. 


2nd  Type. 


Trd  Type.    15  c. 


Border  Type,  2. 

On  white  card. 

15  centimes,  cinnamon. 


Border  Type,  3. 

a.  On  white  card. 
15  centimes,  cinnamon. 

b.  On  white  card,  with 
price  printed  across 
front. 

15  centimes,  cinnamon. 


Hence,  it  results  that  cards  with  places  for 
two  5  c.  stamps  are  found  bearing  a  10  c.  in- 
stead. When  fresh  supplies  of  the  card  were 
printed,  a  single  compartment  to  receive  the 
10  c.  stamp  was  substituted  for  the  original 
pair,  and  the  words  peix  10  centimes,  in 
prominent  type,  were  printed  across  the  front 
of  the  cards.  The  value  of  the  15  c.  was 
expressed  on  the  fresh  supplies  in  a  similar 
manner.  Referring  to  the  above  list,  we 
have  to  mention  that  all  the  10  c.  cards  of 
Type  1,  variety  a.,  have  places  for  two 
stamps,  and  those  of  variety  b.  have  a  place 
for  one  stamp  only. 

The  two  types  No.  2  were  produced  in  a 
private  printing-office  about  the  same  time 
as  types  No.  1.  One  single  supply  would 
appear  to  have  been  struck  off,  and  probably 
these  types  will,  in  course  of  time,  become 
considerably  rarer  than  the  others.  On 
them  the  value  is  not  stated  across  the  front. 

As  to  the  types  No.  3,  Dr.  Magnus  seems 


to  lean  to  the  belief  that  they  are  likewise 
from  some  private  printing-office.  The 
value  is  printed  across  the  front  of  these 
cards,  but  in  less  prominent  type. 

THE   PHILATELICAL   SOCIETY, 
LONDON. 

A  meeting  was  held  at  the  chambers  of 
the  Vice-President  on  Saturday,  Feb.  28th, 
agreeably  to  notice.  The  stamps  of  Antigua 
and  Antioquia  were  exhibited.  M.  H.  A.  de 
Joannis  showed  a  complete  set  of  the  former 
according  to  catalogue,  and  also  a  set  belong- 
ing to  "A  London  Collector,"  who  notices 
that  the  earliest  issue  is  watermarked  star 
with  one  point  up,  the  issue  of  1867-70  with 
a  star  with  two  points  up,  and  that  of  1873 
with  a  cc  &  crown. 

The  President  exhibited  complete  sets  of 
Antioquia.  The  members  agreed  that  the 
issue  of  1869  is  incorrectly  termed  on  yelloiv 
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paper ;  whether  toned  or  soiled  is  a  moot 
point.  M.  de  Joannis  showed  his  own  sets 
and  those  of  "A  London  Collector."  A 
stamp  in  the  former  (1  peso  carmine)  was 
remarked  bearing  date  1872,  repeated  above 
and  below  name  of  town. 

The  meeting  was  adjonrned  till  March  14,  at 
2.30.  p.m.,  at  Dr.  Viner's,  34,  Denbigh-street, 
when  the  stamps  of  Alsace,  Angola,  the 
Argentines,  and  the  Azores,  were  examined 
with  Mr.  Pemberton's  catalogue.  In  Alsace, 
M.  de  Joannis's  sets  were  complete,  wanting 
two  specimens  only,  viz.,  the  10  c.  olive, 
which  nobody  had  ever  seen  of  that  shade, 
nor  anything  approaching  to  it,  and  the  20  c, 
net  with  points  down ;  this  was  shown  by 
two  other  members. 

The  same  gentleman  produced  also  the 
three  types  of  post  cards,  including  a  used 
example  of  the  first  type.  He  then  showed 
a  very  fine  set  of  Angolas,  including  the 
50  reis  green,  in  two  shades,  on  smooth 
white  paper,  put  as  a  query  in  catalogue. 
Nobody  possessed  the  5  reis  black  on  rough 
white  paper. 

Among  M.  de  Joannis's  Argentines  were 
a  very  fine  pair  (uncut)  of  5  c.  rose  second 
issue  Republic,  un watermarked  and  unper- 
forated,  postmarked  Buenos  Ayres  within 
single  line  circle ;  and  a  15  c.  deep  blue, 
also  used,  unwatermarked,  and  unperf  orated, 
of  the  issue  of  1867;  also  no  less  than 
seventeen  varieties  of  postmarks  on  the  5  c. 
red,  some  of  them  very  much  resembling 
the  United  States  postmarks. 

M.  de  Joannis  concluded  by  showing  four 
uncut  pairs  of  the  20  reis,  50  r.,  80  r.,  and 
100  r.  Azores,  unused  and  unperf  orated ;  also 
a  50  r.  and  a  100  r.  used.  This  issue  is  not 
mentioned  in  The  Philatelical  Catalogue. 

The  next  meeting  was  fixed  for  Saturday, 
April  4th,  at  the  same  hour  and  place.  The 
stamps  of  Austria  to  be  examined  and  com- 
pared. 

A  RUSSIAN   POSTMAN   TWENTY 
YEARS   AGO. 

BY  GEORGE  AUGUSTUS  SALA. 

The  postman  was  one  of  the  fiercest  little 
men,  with  one  of  the  fiercest  and  largest 
cocked-hats,  I  ever  saw.     His  face  was  yellow 


in  the  bony  and  livid  in  the  fleshy  parts  ; 
and  the  huge  moustache  lying  on  his  upper 
lip  looked  like  a  leech  bound  to  suck  away 
at  him  for  evermore  for  some  misdeeds  of 
the  Promethean  kind. 

This  Russian  postman :  don't  let  me  for- 
get his  sword,  with  its  rusty  leather  scabbard 
and  its  brazen  hilt,  which,  seemed  designed 
like  Hudibras's,  to  hold  bread  and  cheese  ; 
and  not  omitting,  again,  the  half  dozen  little 
tin-pot  crosses  and  medals  attached  by  dirty 
scraps  of  particoloured  ribbon  to  his  breast ; 
for  this  brave  bad  "  served,"  and  had  only 
failed  to  obtain  a  commission  because  he 
was  not  "  born."  This  attache  of  St. 
Sergins-le- Grand,  if  that  highly  respectable 
saint  can  be  accepted  as  a  Muscovite  equiva- 
lent for  our  St.  Martin  of  Aldersgate,  used 
to  come  clattering  down  the  Cadetten-Linie 
on  a  shaggy  little  pony,  scattering  the 
pigeons,  and  confounding  the  vagrant  curs. 
You  know  the  tremendous  stir  at  a  review, 
when  a  chief,  for  no  earthly  purpose  that 
I  know  of,  save  to  display  his  horsemanship 
and  to  put  himself  and  his  charger  out  of 
breath,  sets  off,  at  a  tearing  gallop,  from 
one  extremity  of  the  line  to  the  other :  the 
cock-feathers  in  the  hats  of  his  staff  flying 
out  behind  them  like  foam  from  the  driving 
waters.  Well :  the  furious  charge  of  a 
general  on  Plumstead  Marshes  was  some- 
thing like  the  pace  of  the  Russian  postman. 
If  he  had  had  many  letters  to  deliver  on  his 
way,  he  would  have  been  compelled  to  modify 
the  ardour  of  his  wild  career  ;  but  it  always 
seemed  to  me  that  nineteen-twentieths  of 
the  Cadetten-Linie  were  taken  up  by  dead 
walls,  painted  a  glaring  yellow,  and  that  the 
remaining  twentieth  was  occupied  by  the 
house  where  I  resided.  It  was  a  Yery  im- 
pressive spectacle  to  see  him  bring  up  the 
little  pony  short  before  the  gate  of  the  hotel, 
dismount,  look  proudly  around,  caress  the 
ever-sucking  leech  on  his  lip — as  for  twisting 
the  ends  of  it,  the  vampire  would  never 
have  permitted  such  a  liberty — and  beckon 
to  some  passing  Ivan  Ivanovitch,  with  a 
ragged  beard  and  caftan,  to  hold  his  steed, 
or  in  default  of  any  prowling  Ivan  being  in 
the  way,  attach  his  pony's  bridle  to  the 
palisades.  It  was  a  grand  sound  to  hear 
him  thundering — he  was  a  little  man,  but 
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lie  did  thunder — up  the  stone  stairs,  the 
brass  tip  of  his  sword-scabbard  bumping 
against  his  spurs,  and  his  spurs  clanking 
against  the  stones,  and  the  gloves  hanging 
from  a  steel  ring  in  his  belt,  playing  rub-a- 
dub-dub  on  the  leather  pouch  which  held 
his  letters  for  delivery — my  letters,  my 
newspapers,  when  they  hadn't  been  confis- 
cated— with  all  the  interesting  paragraphs 
neatly  daubed  out  with  black  paint  by  the 
censor.  And  when  this  martial  postman 
handed  you  a  letter,  you  treated  him  to 
liquor,  and  gave  him  copecks.  All  this 
kind  of  thing  is  altered,  I  suppose,  by  this 
time  in  Russia.  I  have  seen  the  lowest 
order  of  police  functionary — and  the  mar- 
tial postman  was  first  cousin  to  a  polizei — 
seize  Ivan  Ivanovitch,  if  he  offended  him, 
by  his  ragged  head,  and  beat  him  with  his 
sword-belt  about  the  mouth  until  he  made 
it  bleed.  Whereas,  in  these  degenerate 
days,  I  am  told,  a  Russian  gentleman  who 
wears  epaulettes,  or  a  sword,  is  not  allowed 
so  much  as  to  pull  a  droschky-driver's  ears, 
or  kick  him  in  the  small  of  the  back,  if  he 
turn  to  the  left  instead  of  the  right.  Deci- 
dedly, the  times  are  as  much  oat  of  joint 
as  a  broken  marionette. — Under  the  Sun. 


POSTAL  CHIT-CHAT. 

A  South- western  man  recently  forwarded  to  Wash- 
ington eight  mutilated  three-cent  postage  stamps,  and 
modestly  asked  the  Postmaster-General  to  either  send 
him  good  ones  in  return,  or  "make it  right"  by  giving 
him  an  appointment  of  some  kind. 

An  Unexpected  Resuscitation. — A  strange  story 
reaches  the  Homeward  Mail  from  India.  It  will  be 
remembered  that  the  steamer  JDhoolia  was  wrecked  in  the 
Eed  Sea.  Among  the  wreckage,  sold  for  a  mere  song,  was 
a  box,  supposed  to  contain  nothing  valuable,  but  after- 
wards discovered  b}r  Egyptians  to  contain  damaged  Indian 
postage  stamps  to  the  value  of  about  four  lacs  of  rupees 
(£40,000).  The  stamps  had  been  manufactured  in  Eng- 
land tor  the  Indian  post-office,  and  sent  out  as  cargo  with 
no  proper  description  or  declaration  of  value.  These 
stamps  are  finding  their  way  into  India  through  various 
channels;  they  would  be  no  loss  to  the  country  if  at  the 
bottom  of  the  ocean,  but,  being  found  and  sold,  are  likely 
to  cost  the  government  of  India  little  short  of  £10,000. 

The  St.  Petersburg  Poste  Restante  in  1856  was 
one  of  the  oddest  institutions  imaginable.  It  was  a  pru- 
dent course  to  take  your  landlord,  or  some  Russian  friend, 
with  you,  to  vouch  for  your  respectability.  In  any  case, 
you  were  bound  to  produce  your  passport,  or  rather  your 
"  permission  to  sojourn/'  which  had  been  granted  to  you 
— on  your  paying  for  it — when  the  police  at  Count  OrlofFs 
had  sequestrated   your  Foreign-office  passport.     When 


divers  functionaries  were  quite  satisfied  that  you  were 
not  a  forger  of  rouble  notes,  or  an  incendiary,  or  an 
agent  for  the  sale  of  M.  Herzen's  Ko/oko/,  their  sus- 
picions gave  way  to  the  most  unbounded  confidence.  You 
were  ushered  into  a  large  room  ;  a  sack  of  letters  from  every 
quarter  of  the  globe  was  bundled  out  upon  the  table ; 
and  you  were  politely  invited  to  try  if  you  could  make 
out  anything  that  looked  as  though  it  belonged  to  you. 
I  am  afraid  that,  as  a  rule,  1  did  not  obtain  the  property 
to  which  I  was  entitled,  and  somebody  else  had  helped 
himself  to  that  which  belonged  to  me.  I  wonder  who 
got  my  letters,  and  read  them,  or  are  they  still  moulder- 
ing in  the  Petropolitan  Poste  Restante  ? — G.  A.  Sala. 

Posts  at  the  Diamond  Fields. — There  are  govern- 
ment post-offices  at  the  principal  places  on  the  Fields 
(Klip  Drift,  New  Rush,  and  Du  Toit's  Pan),  which  are 
conducted  exactly  the  same  as  those  in  Cape  Colony,  the 
same  rates  of  postage  are  charged,  and  money-orders  ar? 
issued  on  all  parts  of  the  colony  and  the  United  Kingdom 
at  the  same  charge.  No  special  stamps  are  yet  issued  for 
G-riqu aland,  those  of  the  Cape  being  used  at  present ;  but 
as  the  governments  of  the  two  are  now  different,  probably 
a  special  issue  will  be  made  for  the  former,  though  no 
steps  have  as  yet  been  taken  in  that  direction.  Bi-weekly 
mails  run  between  the  colonies  and  the  fields,  conveyed  by 
contractors  in  the  usual  manner  of  South  Africa — a  cart 
and  four.  A  weekly  mail  is  also  despatched  from  Klip 
Drift  to  places  further  up  in  the  interior,  and  there  is  a 
daily  one  between  the  three  above-mentioned  places. 

In  addition  to  the  government  post-offices,  there  are, 
at  both  New  Rush  and  Du  Toit's  Pan,  what  are  called 
"Natal  and  Free  State  Post-Offices."  These  are  the 
property  of  private  persons,  and  are  simply  agencies  for 
forwarding  and  receiving  letters  to  and  from  a  post-office 
on  the  borders  of  the  Orange  Free  State.  Most  Natal 
letters  pass  through  this  office,  as  it  is  the  quickest  way 
of  sending  them ;  and  the  proprietors  of  the  agency 
charge  a  monthly  subscription  of  two  shillings  and 
sixpence,  which  entitles  the  subscriber  to  send  and 
receive  as  many  letters  as  he  pleases ;  non-subscribers 
have  to  pay  sixpence  for  each  letter  sent  or  received 
through  the  agency.  The  stamp  required  on  letters  to 
any  part  of  Natal  or  the  Orange  Free  State  by  this  means 
is  6d.  O.  F.  S.  The  reason  for  the  establishment  of 
this  agency  was,  that  letters  sent  through  the  government 
office  would  have  to  pay  4d.  Colonial  and  6d.  Orange 
State,  which  is  the  rate  paid  in  colonial  towns,  as  there 
is  no  postal  convention  between  the  two  countries. — 
Communicated  by  Mr.  U.  L.  Pemberion. 


CORRE  SPONDENCE . 

ANTIGUA  STAMPS. 

To  the  Editor  of"  The  Stamp-Collector's  Magazine." 

Dear  Sir, — I  notice  that  at  the  meeting  of  the  Phila- 
telical  Society  of  February  28th,  when  the  Antigua  stamps 
were  under  discussion,  "A  London  Collector"  noticed 
that  the  earlier  issue  shows  a  watermark  of  the  star 
(which  is  a  six  printed  one)  with  one  point  upwards, 
while  the  issue  of  1867-70  shows  the  star  with  two  points 
up ;  that  is,  in  the  latter  case  the  single  point  is  in  the 
transverse  direction.  I  quite  agree  with  "A  London 
Collector"  that  this  is  a  general  rule,  but  still  it  is  not 
universally  correct.  The  copies  which  I  have  of  the  Id. 
orange-vermilion  on  thick  paper  all  show  the  star  with 
the  one  point  up. 

I  am,  vours  sincerely, 

A  PARISIAN  COLLECTOR. 
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GENUINE  USED   COPIES   OE  THE  DOX  CAELOS 
POSTAGE  STAMPS. 

To  the  Editor  of"  The  Stamp-Collector's  Magazine." 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  just  received  six  used  Don  Carlos 
stamp?,  three  of  which  are  on  the  original  envelope. 
This  trio  has  done  duty  between  Algorta,  a  little  town 
situated  at  the  mouth  of  the  Xerviou,  and  Baracaldo,  a 
small  village  on  the  left  bank  of  the  same  river.  The 
distance  between  these  two  places  is  about  three  miles ; 
the  letter  was  a  single  one,  for  which  3  reales,  or  7§d., 
have  been  charged.  The  other  trio  has  prepaid  "the 
answer.  Each  stamp  is  obliterated  twice  in  blue  ink. 
The  obliteration  on  the  Spanish  stamps  only  shows  the 
usual  central  lozenge  and  dots  ;  on  the  enclosed,  all  the 
dots  are  as  many  holes,  or  dents.  The  stamps  are  of  a 
lighter  blue  than  the  single  copy  I  also  enclose;  this 
specimen,  although  postmarked,  has,  I  believe,  never 
done  duty  :  it  is  printed  on  blue  lined  paper.  Some 
obliging  post-office  clerk  has  very  likely,  for  a  "con- 
sideration," postmarked  a  whole  sheet  for  some  enter- 
prising dealer. 

A  handstamp  is  struck  on  the  flap  of  the  envelope. 
My  friends  not  being  collectors,  have  unfortunately  cut 
otf  the  nap. 

I  am  promised,  by  nest  mail,  full  information  concern- 
ing these  interesting  labels,  genuine  obliterated  copies  of 
which  will  soon  become  scarce. 

I  remain,  dear  Sir,  yours  faithfullv, 

H.  A.  D£  JOANNES. 

London,  W. 


>~EWSPAPEK   AND    PENNY   POST    STAMPS 
PPJOR  TO   1840. 

To  the  Editor  of"  The  Stamp-Collector's  Magazine." 

Dear  Sir, — In  writing  of  the  obsolete  English  news- 
paper stamps  in  the  last  number  of  The  Stamp-Collector'' s 
Magazine,  G.  E.  D.  asks,  "How  is  it  that  these  earlier 
newspaper  stamps  appear  to  be  almost  ignored  by  collec- 
tors and  by  compilers  of  catalogues?"  In  my  opinion, 
the  chief  reason  is  their  unsightliness.  Had  they  been 
adhesives,  or  prettier  looking  stamps,  they  would  pro- 
bably have  been  admitted  without  a  scruple ;  their 
claims  being  equally  as  good  as  several  that  are.  I  look 
upon  them  with  a  good  deal  of  favour  myself;  at  the 
same  time  I  acknowledge  that  Mr.  0.  Taylor  is  quite 
right  when  he  styles  them  "The  relics  of  an  obsolete 
system,"  but  as  relics  they  are  well  worth  preserving, 
as  the  forerunners  and  pioneers  of  the  regular  postage 
stamp.  In  a  few  years  they  will  probably  be  like  the 
early  Moldavians,  which  Mr.  Taylor  characterises  as 
philatelic  mammoths  and  dodos.  *  I  have  all  the  varie- 
ties mentioned  by  G.  E.  D.,  except  the  oblong  hexagon 
twopence,  also  the  three  following  : — 

1.  lied  on   white,   crown    and    heraldic  flowers,  in   a 

mantle.     Three  half-pence. 

2.  Rich  brown  on  white,  crown.  &c.,  in  mantle.     Four- 

pence.     Heraldic  flowers  larger. 

3.  lied  on  white,  crown,  kc,  in  mantle.      Fourpence, 

discount  on  left  side;  20  per  cent,  on  right. 

The  penny  and  twopenny  posts  I  also  look  upon  with 
the  same  kindly  feeling ;  whatever  they  were,  they 
evidently  continued  for  some  time  after  the  introduction 
of  the  postage  stamp  in  1840. 

I  have  an  envelope  bearing  a  handstamped  impression, 
whimple  penny  post  in  black,  also  on  the  same  enve- 
lope exeter,  fe.  I  1841  py.  rosT,  iu  red. 


Can  any  one  give  the  history  of  the  penny  posts  pre- 
vious to  1840,  and  the  date  when  they  ceased"  to  exist  r 
Tours  respectfullv. 
Nether  Hearth,  Alston.  WM.'VIPOXD. 

[Our  impression  is,  that  it  is  too  late  in  the  day  to 
advocate  the  collection  of  the  newspaper  and  pennvpost 
stamps.  The  general  disposition  of  collectors  is,  to  take 
1840  as  the  starting-point,  and  this  resolve  is  surely 
dictated  by  expediency.  If  once  we  open  the  door  to 
hybrid  emissions  of  "  pre-historic  "  times,  we  shall  have 
more  than  enough  to  do  to  chronicle  them,  and  they 
are  likely  to  evoke,  at  best,  only  a  languid  interest.  —Ed.] 


ANSWERS   TO   CORRESPONDENTS. 

A.  5.  sends  us  a  5  para  Turkish,  printed  in  a  dull 
greenish  grey.  This  is  one  of  the  varieties  we  noticed  in 
our  January  number. 

H.  A.  Longton. — Accept  our  best  thanks  for  the 
various  items  of  information  kindly  communicated  by 
you  during  the  past  month. 

A.  Bernstein.  Brighton. — Dr.  Gray's  Catalogue  is 
now  being  published  in  serial  form.  Part  II.  is  readv 
this  day  ;  Part  III.  on  May  1st. 

G.  H.  H.,  Altrincham. — "We  think  the  shading  on  the 
profile  of  your  Heligoland  stamp  must  be  entirely  acci- 
dental.— Manv  thanks  for  the  remainin?  contents  of  vour 
letter. 

A.  T.  Norton,  Shrewsbury. — In  reply  to  your  inquiry 
respecting  the  second  part  of  The  Philatelical  Catalogue, 
we  can  only  refer  you  to  Messrs.  Grant  «fc  Co.,  of  Dawhsh. 
Our  publishers  (Alfred  Smirh  6c  Co.),  are  not  in  any  way 
connected  with  the  publication  of  this  work. 

Mr.  "W.  TV.  Eathbury,  Scarborough,  and  Miss  Hop- 
kins, Bath,  each  sends  us  a  small  sheet  of  "stamps" 
which  has  been  received  from  C.  T.  Robinson,  Garnet 
Hill  Street,  Glasgow.  With  three  or  four  exceptions,  the 
whole  of  them  are  worthless  imitations.  Collectors  will 
do  well  to  note  this. 

A.  H.  L.,  London. — "We  decidedly  prefer  Moens's 
album,  although  it  has  spaces  for  telegraph  stamps.  We 
believe  M.  Moens  has  published  a  separate  album  for 
fiscals.  His  postage-stamp  album  does  not  contain  spaces 
for  post  cards.  It  is  dated  1874,  and  is  quite  up  to  time. 
"We  hope  in  our  next  to  review  it. 

Dot,  Lausanne,  suggests  that  the  penny  fiscal  and 
sixpenny  postage  stamp  of  Xew  South  Wales,  both 
printed  in  lilac,  are  liable  to  give  rise  to  the  same  con- 
fusion as  the  corresponding  English  stamps  were  found 
in  1868  to  occasion;  and  in  support  of  her  suggestion, 
she  says  she  has  received  a  postmarked  penny  fiscal, 
which  had  come  over  from  the  colony  on  the  same 
envelope  with  a  fourpenny  postage  stamp. — To  this  cor- 
respondent we  are  indebted  for  a  portion  of  the  informa- 
tion respecting  Switzerland  given  in  the  present  number. 

E.  H. — We  cannot  give  any  explanation  concerning 
your  7  e.  (Stanton)  U.  S.  stamp  with  surcharged  value, 
20  e.  We  referred  to  it  in  our  last  number,  with  a  view 
to  eliciting  information.  The  penny  and  twopenny 
handstamp  posts  were  no  doubt  used  in  connection  with 
the  town  and  district  postal  service.  As  we  understand 
it,  prior  to  the  institution  of  the  present  system,  letters 
posted  and  delivered  in  the  same  town,  paid  one  penny  ; 
and  letters  posted  and  delivered  in  the  same  district,  paid 
twopence  postage,  the  town  and  district  service  being 
quite  distinct  from  the  through  postal  service,  which 
was  performed  by  the  mail-coaches. 
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NEWLY-ISSUED    OR  INEDITED 

STAMPS. 

Victoria. — The  information  we  recently  re- 
ceived, to  the  effect  that  it  was  intended  to 
issue  a  new  halfpenny  stamp  to 
supersede  the  provisional  of  that 
value  which  made  its  appearance 
last  year,  proves  to  have  been 
correct.  Thanks  to  the  kindness 
of  a  gentleman  connected  with 
the  Treasury  of  Melbourne,  we 
are  able  to  present  herewith  an 
engraving  of  the  curious  type  which  has 
been  adopted,  and  is  now  in  use.  It  is,  at 
any  rate,  an  original  conception,  and  may 
lay  claim  to  be  the  smallest  upright  rect- 
angular stamp  in  existence.  We  should 
imagine  that  obliterated  specimens  must 
show  an  undesirable  amount  of  postmark, 
for  the  stamp  is  so  small  that  a  mere  section 
of  the  postmark  will  suffice  to  cover  it.  It 
is  printed  in  pink  on  white,  watermarked 
with  a  double-lined  letter  V  placed  length- 
wise, instead  of  across  the  stamp,  and  is  per- 
forated. 

Austria. — We  have  received  from  a 
Viennese  correspondent  an  adhesive  stamp 
and  two  envelopes,  which  he 
says  are  to  be  issued  speci- 
ally for  "  office  correspond- 
ence." We  should  have  had 
no  hesitation  in  rendering 
this  as  "  official  correspond- 
ence," but  the  stamps  bear 
the  name  of  the  capital  on 
them,  and  appear  to  be  in- 
tended exclusively  for  use  there,  besides 
which  our  correspondent  states  that  their 
circulation  is  to  commence  on  the  day  of  the 
opening  of  the  new  Town  Hall,  another 
evidence  of  their  local  connection  with  the 
city  of  Vienna.  What  purpose  they  are 
really  intended  to  serve  we  cannot  quite 
make  out ;  and,  as  possibly  the  engraving  of 
the  type  may  not  be  received  in  time  for 
insertion  in  this  number,  we  will  proceed  to 
describe  the  design.  The  centre  consists  of 
a  dotted  oval,  containing  the  Austrian 
crowned  two-headed  eagle,  surcharged  with 
a  pointed  shield  bearing  a  Latin  cross,  which 
completely  covers  its  body.  The  oval  is  en- 
voi.. XII.  No.  137. 
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closed  in  a  square  frame,  inscribed  COM. 
fkeimabke  D.  ST.  wiex,  in  coloured  letters; 
the  space  between  being  filled  in  with  a 
lined  ground,  and  in  the  four  corners  are 
the  letters  F.  M.  c.  w.  The  adhesive  is  on 
rather  thin  white  paper,  is  unperf orated, 
and  coloured  a  bright  lake.  The  value  is  3 
kreuzers.  Of  the  envelopes,  one  measures 
about  5  in.  x  5?  in. ;  the  other  is  some 
thirteen  inches  in  length  and  5  in.  in  breadth. 
The  former  bears  a  3  kr.  stamp  of  the  same 
design  and  colour  as  the  adhesive,  struck  in 
the  right  upper  corner ;  the  latter  has  tw ) 
3  kr.  stamps  struck  side  by  side  in  the  right 
upper  corner  ;  but  whilst  the  outer  stamp  is 
of  nearly  the  same  shade  as  the  adhesive,  the 
inner  one  is  printed  a  deep  violet.  This 
printing  of  two  stamps  of  the  same  value, 
and  struck  side  by  side,  in  different  colours, 
has  an  odd  look  about  it,  and  in  fact  the 
emission,  as  a  whole,  has  rather  a  peculiar 
appearance.  We  await  further  information 
respecting  its  character  and  employment. 

New  G-ranada. — A  valued  correspondent 
has  sent  us  the  original  of  the  annexed 
engraving.  The  design  is 
characterised  by  greater 
boldness  and  freshness  than 
many  of  its  predecessors,  and 
it  is  batter  executed  ;  the  nine 
stars,  for  instance,  are  not 
mere  blotches,  but  are  dis- 
tinct and  shapely.  The  en- 
graver, however,  seems  to 
have  allowed  a  fantastic  whim  to  get  the 
better  of  him,  when  he  placed  the  Roman 
numeral  X  in  a  curve  on  the  scroll  on  either 
side  of  the  circle  in  such  a  position  that  it 
looks  more  like  a  St.  Andrew's  cross  than  a 
number.  In  colour  the  new  10  c.  is  a  deep 
violet.  Probably  it  is  one  of  the  stamps  of 
a  new  series  issued  at  the  beginning  of  the 
year,  of  wThich  the  other  members  will  soon 
turn  up. 

Confederate  States. — The  Philatelist  for 
April  contains  an  engraving  of  a  design 
said  to  have  been  prepared  for  issue  in  1861, 
consisting  of  a  flag  composed  of  three  trans- 
verse and  one  upright  band,  with  a  circlet 
of  stars  in  the  latter,  in  an  oval ;  C.  s.  of  a. 
postage  above,  in  coloured  letters,  on  an 
arched   label ;     TEN    CENTS    below,    in    white 
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letters  ;  numerals  in  upper  corner;  the  whole 
forming,  with  the  connecting  ornaments,  an 
upright  rectangle.  "  When  the  plate  was 
ready,"  says  the  correspondent,  "  and  a  few 
stamps  had  bsen  printed,  the  flag  was 
changed  to  stars  and  bars,  and,  as  a  matter 
of  course,  the  type  was  not  issued."  The  idea 
is  an  ingenious  one,  and  might  well  serve  to 
"  float "  a  less  plausible  stamp,  but  we  de- 
cline to  believe  in  it.  All  the  circumstances 
connected  with  the  Confederate  official  issues 
were  detailed  by  the  Confederate  deputy- 
postmaster  in  these  pages  in  1867.  He 
speaks  of  the  difficulty  of  finding  engravers 
and  tools,  and  he  speaks  of  the  issue  of  the 
known  stamps,  but  he  does  not  enter  into 
the  charming  episode  of  the  abortive  design. 
The  stamp  sent  to  our  contemporary  is  "  one 
of  a  few  found  amongst  a  lot  of  old  papers 
in  a  box  saved  from  the  great  fire  which 
burnt  all  the  postage-stamp  plates,  when 
Richmond  was  evacuated  in  1865."  Was  the 
box  opened  after  the  fire,  to  ascertain 
whether  its  contents  were  uninjured  ? — or 
was  it  put  aside  without  further  ado,  and 
not  touched  until,  by  a  providential  hazard, 
"a  Richmond  correspondent"  was  led  to 
examine  it  nine  years  afterwards  ?  Would 
any  stamp-collector  like  to  secure  a  speci- 
men, "  one  of  the  few,"  thus  discovered  ?  No 
doubt,  for  a  mere  trifle — say  a  dozen  guineas 
— his  wish  can  be  gratified.  Seriously,  we 
trust  no  one  will  be  "  taken  in "  by  this 
abominable  hoax ;  and  we  hasten  to  acquit 
our  contemporary  from  the  barest  suspicion 
of  a  share  in  it.  Probably,  indeed,  as  an 
experienced  philatelist,  he  had  his  doubts 
about  it,  for  he  abstains  from  advancing  any 
opinion  on  the  stamp.  He  simply  tells  the 
tale  as  it  was  told  to  him— quoting  verbatim 
from  the  Richmond  correspondent's  letter, — 
and  inserting  the  engraving  in  order  that,  in 
the  interests  of  philately,  investigation  might 
be  made  into  the  matter. 

Luxemburg. — Pending  the  preparation 
of  stamped  post  cards,  fresh  unstamped  ones 
have  been  issued,  with  borders  which  have 
no  overpowering  pretensions  to  be  orna- 
mental. Three  are  known,  two  of  which 
are  for  the  cards  with  German  inscrip- 
tions ;  and  a  third  is  for  the  card  with 
French  legend.     The  German  cards  are  of 


orange-yellow  tint,   and   their  French  com- 
panion is  a  yellow  one. 

Guatemala. — We  are  indebted  to  our 
valued  contributor,  "  A  Parisian  Collector," 
for  a  sight  of  the  un  peso 
first  noticed  last  year.  His 
copy  is  printed  in  orange, 
and  not  in  yellow.  The 
design  is  the  same  as  that 
of  the  once  suspected  4 
reales  mauve,  and  an  in- 
spection of  it  discloses  the 
fact  that  the  ornament  on 
the  top  of  the  scroll,  which  was  undistinguish- 
able  on  our  specimen  of  the  4  rls.,  whence 
the  annexed  engraving  was  taken,  is  a  bird 
with  a  remarkably  long  tail— possibly  in- 
tended for  a  bird  of  paradise.  The  cause 
of  the  issue  of  the  4  rls.  is  now  cleared  up. 
The  Guatemalans  found  they  could  not  get 
on  with  the  decimal  currency,  so  they  decided 
on  abandoning  it ;  and  one  of  the  first  steps 
taken  after  this  determination  to  return  to 
the  old  denominations  of  reales  and  pesos, 
was  the  issue  of  the  4  reales  mauve.  Since 
then  the  5  c,  10  c,  and  20  c.  stamps  have 
been  transformed,  by  simply  re-setting  the 
inscription  of  value  into  \  rl.,  1  rl.,  and  2 
reales  stamps,  respectively,  and  the  one  cen- 
tavo  has  been  similarly  metamorphosed,  but 
we  are  not  informed  what  new  denomination 
it  now  represents.  The  colours  and  designs 
remain  unchanged.  Specimens  of  the  \  rl., 
1  rl.,  and  2  rl.  values  have  just  been  re- 
ceived. 

Sweden. — The  correspondent  mentioned 
in  the  preceding  paragraph  has  communi- 
cated to  us  the  two  official  Swedish  post 
cards.  One  design  does  for  both.  On  the 
right-hand  side  is  a  post-horn,  enclosing  a 
figure  of  value  as  on  the  Norwegian  stamps  ; 
above  is  the  word  sverige,  and  the  value  in 
words.  On  the  left-hand  are  the  arms, 
and  an  inscription  between,  in  two  lines, 
consisting  of  the  title  official  post  card, 
and  the  notice,  this  side  is  reserved  for 
the  address.  Below  this  inscription  comes 
the  usual  ruling  for  the  address.  The  whole 
is  enclosed  in  an  ornamented  frame.  The 
values  are — 

6   ore         dull  mauve. 
10     „  red. 
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Russian  Locals. — Tlchvin  (Novgorod). — 
The  type  we  referred  to  last  month  is  here 
represented.  It  is  said  by  its 
original  describer,  M.  Moens, 
to  be  engraved  in  a  very 
primitive  style,  and  to  be 
characterised  by  some  remark 
able  orthographical  lapses  and 
blunders,  which  give  rise  to 
no  less  than  fifteen  varieties, 
that  being,  in  fact,  the  number  of  stamps  on 
the  sheet.  The  first  issne  for  the  Philip- 
pines, and  those  of  Mauritius  and  New  Cale- 
donia, are  said  to  be  clwfs-d'umure  beside 
the  new  Tichvinite.  Their  author  does  not 
know  how  to  trace  the  letters ;  some  are  re- 
versed, others  inverted,  and  others,  again, 
omitted  altogether.  Evidently,  the  school- 
master is  wanted  at  Tichvin,  not    only  for 

the  rising    generation,   but  also  for  the  ar- 
es      o  " 

tistic  leaven  of  the  population.      The  stamps 
which  evidence    his  absence  are  printed  in 
half-a-dozen    shades    of  blue,   from  pale  to 
dark,  and  thence  to  indigo. 
Perejaslav  (Poltava). — 
The  annexed    stamp  was, 
like  the  preceding,  curso- 
rily described  in  our  last. 
It  is  fairly  printed  in  black 
on  buff,    and   has  a  busi- 
ness-like, though  certainly 
not  an  attractive,  look. 

Shatlrinsh  (Perm). — This  is  one'  of  the 
designs  which  was  first  noticed  in  our  "  July 
list,"  but  which  it  has  been 
reserved  for  M.  Moens  to 
re-discover.  The  stamp 
described  by  our  St. 
Petersburg  correspondent 
was  printed  in  black,  whilst 
the  one  which  has  been  un- 
earthed by  the  Brussels 
editor  is  in  blue,  but  both 
are  of  the  same  value.  The  impression  is  a 
very  poor  one,  and  combines  with  the  im- 
perfect drawing  to  render  it  a  difficult  task 
even  to  a  naturalist  to  decide  to  what  species 
the  animal  represented  in  the  oval  belongs. 
However,  M.  Moens  states  that  he  is  in- 
formed Shadrinsk  is  noted  for  its  fairs,  in 
which  the  choice  furs  of  Siberia  are  dis- 
played in  quantities,  and  his  correspondent 


If?!! 

||KonJ| 


informs  him  that  the  creature  drawn  on  the 

stamp  is  intended  for  a  fox. 

Dnieprovsk   (Taurida). — The  stamp  men- 
tioned in  our  last,  and 

differing  from  its  pre- 
decessor   only    in    the 

lateral     ornaments,     is 

reproduced      herewith. 

It    is    struck    in  black 

and   in    grey,    on   thin 

white  laid  paper. 

Koseletz  (Tchernigoff). — The  stamp   here 

represented  supersedes  the  square  type, 
which,  according  to  M. 
Moens,  was  issued  in 
1867.  Like  the  latter 
it  is  printed  in  bronze, 
and  resembles  its  fore- 
runner also  in  having 
the  letter  K  within  the 
figure  3. 
Atharsh     (Saratoff). — A    new    value    has 

been  received  by  M.  Moens,  a  3  kop.  black 

on  white,  of  the  same  design  as  the  2  kop. 

black,  which  it  probably  supersedes. 

Cuba. — The   Amadeus   set  has  at  length 

been  deposed  in  favour  of  the  1871  design, 

the  date  on  which  has  been 

altered    to    1874.         Three 

values  only  have  been  heard 

of  up  to  the    present  time, 

viz.  : — 25    cent    de    peseta, 

ultramarine;     50    c.    de    p., 

lilac;   and  12 \  c.   de  p.,  of 

which    the     colour     is    not 

known.    The  new  stamps  have  the  usual  per- 
forations.      They  have  been  on  duty  since 

New  Year's  Day. 


OUR   CONTEMPORARIES. 

The  Philatelist. — The  April  number  is  dis- 
tinguished by  fulness,  both  material  and 
essential.  It  consists  of  sixteen  pages,  in- 
stead of  the  usual  twelve,  and  they  are  all 
occupied  with  readable  and  instructive  arti- 
cles. Of  the  opening  chronicle  little  need 
be  said,  except  that  it  contains  notice  of  a 
newly-discovered,  and,  we  must  be  allowed 
to  say,  apocryphal  Confederate  stamp,  to 
which  wo  refer  elsewhere.  The  remaining 
items  in  the  list  of  novelties  were  noticed 
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simultaneously  by  us  in  our  last  impression. 
In  the  "  Philatelic  Press  "  we  observe  an 
allusion  to  the  collection  of  fiscals  made  in 
a  quarto  volume  in  1772,  by  John  Burke, 
Esq.,  Receiver- General  in  the  stamp-office  at 
Dublin,  and  this  fact  is  referred  to  as  having 
been  recently  discovered  by  Dr.  Magnus ; 
but  if  the  editor  of  The  Philatelist  will  turn 
to  The  Stamp- Collector  s  Magazine  (vol.  ii., 
p.  44),  he  will  there  find  the  circumstance 
related  at  length. 

Following  the  notice  of  that  "  Press,"  the 
very  existence  of  which  is  probably  ignored 
outside  of  philatelic  circles,  comes  an  ex- 
haustive reference  list  of  the  current  Turk- 
ish stamps,  compiled  by  Mr.  J.  Livada,  of 
Constantinople,  and  comprising  no  less  than 
109  colour  varieties.  To  this  succeeds  a 
report  of  the  Philatelic  Society's  proceed- 
ings, and  then  comes  another  instalment  of 
the  "  Spud  Papers,"  written  by  Mr  Earee, 
which  treats  of,  and  maltreats,  the  forgeries 
of  Bavaria  and  Antigua.  The  Rev.  R.  B. 
Earee  opens  his  analysis  on  the  Bavaria 
1  kreuzer  with  the  following  rather  depress- 
ing observations. 

I  am  afraid  I  shall  not  be  able  to  give  very  satisfactory 
tests  to  distinguish  the  forgery  now  to  be  commented 
upon,  as  the  design  of  the  original  has  been  very  carefully 
copied.  I  cannot  help  thinking  that  the  forgers  have 
lately  adopted  a  different  and  better  plan  with  regard  to 
their  lithographic  imitations.  Formerly,  there  were  vers 
great  and  striking  differences  in  the  design  of  the  forge- 
ries, as  compared  with  the  genuine  stamps, — but,  within 
the  last  few  months,  the  designs  of  the  forgeries  have 
been,  in  all  their  salient  poinds,  almost  identical  with  the 
designs  of  the  real  and  authentic  emissions.  I  therefore 
fancy  that  Messrs.  Spiro  Gebriider  have  begun  to  be  very 
particular  in  their  lithographic  transfers. 

The  1  kreuzer  Bavaria  has  always  been 
rather  a  hard  nut  to  crack.  It  has  been 
asserted  that  two  dies  exist,  which  in  itself 
would  be  rather  a  confusing  circumstance ; 
and  such  an  authority  as  Mr.  Pemberton 
says,  that  whilst  the  oldest  and  finest  copies 
are  undoubtedly  typography,  he  is.  not  quite 
decided  but  that  some  specimens  which 
show  great  wear  of  the  dies  are  lithographic 
impressions.  At  any  rate  the  forgeries, 
however  carefully  done,  are  lithographs,  and 
those  described  by  Mr.  Earee  are  printed  in 
very  black  ink  on  very  white  paper.  From 
this  peculiarity  the  best  test  is  drawn, — 
namely,  the  intense  blackness  of  the  labels, 
especially   of   that   bearing   the   word    ein, 


which,  being  a  short  word,  allows  more  of 
the  label  to  be  seen.  With  regard  to  the 
Antigua  forgeries,  nothing  short  of  the 
reverend  author's  entire  analysis  would  ren- 
der clear  the  points  of  difference  ;  but  it  may 
be  mentioned,  that  whilst  all  the  genuine 
stamps  bear  a  postmark  consisting  of  lines 
forming  an  oval,  with  a  numeral  or  numerals 
in  the  centre,  the  forgeries  are  postmarked 
with  a  rectangle  of  dots  somewhat  larger 
than  the  stamps.  This  distinction  can  easily 
be  borne  in  mind,  and  is  an  available  one,  as 
all  the  forgeries  are  postmarked. 

After  the  dissection  of  forgeries  comes 
an  editorial  review  of  a  number  of  manu- 
scripts, sent  in  in  competition  for  a  prize 
offered  for  the  best  essay  on  mounting  post 
cards.  Some  of  the  competitors  suggest 
gumming  down — an  indefensible  method  ; 
others,  the  fastening  of  the  cards  by  means 
of  slips  of  paper  folded  into  zigzag,  which 
w^ould  give  three  or  four  extra  thicknesses  of 
paper  ;  others,  again,  propose  a  leafless  album 
cover,  with  guards  to  which  the  cards  should 
be  attached.  Again,  five  of  the  eight  essayists 
recommend  the  plan  adopted  for  fixing 
drawings  in  albums,  viz.,  cutting  diagonal 
slits  at  the  four  angles  of  a  space  on  the 
page  of  the  same  size  as  the  card,  and  thus 
enframing  it ;  but  that  would  spoil  the  look 
of  the  cards.  Another  correspondent  sug- 
gests the  piercing  of  two  holes  at  the  top 
and  two  at  the  bottom  of  the  page,  running 
some  narrow  elastic  through  them,  and 
slipping  the  cards  under  the  elastic;  but 
then  the  page  must  be  very  thick  to  resist 
the  strength  of  the  elastic ;  otherwise,  the 
leaves  would  curl  up  wmenever  opened,  and 
a  book  of  thick  cardboard  leaves  would  be 
unwieldy  and  expensive.  Lastly,  the  Rev. 
R.  B.  Earee  proposes — and  to  his  proposition 
the  prize  is  awarded  as  the  most  feasible 
one — that  the  same  plan  should  be  adopted 
for  cards  as  that  now  in  general  use  for  the 
mounting  stamps.  This  mode  consists  in 
the  application  along  the  top  of  the  back  of 
the  post  card  of  a  narrow  slip  of  gummed 
paper,  which  is  then  turned  down  and  fastened 
to  the  album,  forming  in  fact  a  hinge.  Such 
an  arrangement  would  permit  of  the  examin- 
ation of  the  back,  as  well  as  the  front  of  the 
card,  and  the  only  precaution  to  be  taken  is 
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that  of  choosing  a  paper  for  the  hinge  suffi- 
ciently stout  to  bear  the  weight  of  the  cards. 
We  certainly  agree  with  our  contemporary 
in  his  award,  and  believe  that  the  system, 
of  which  he  approves  will  recommend  itself 
for  general  adoption.  The  subject  itself 
being  a  new  one,  we  have  deemed  it  worth 
while  to  give  a  brief  analysis  of  the  various 
proposals  made  by  the  essayists.  The  re- 
maining contents  of  the  number  do  not  call 
for  special  notice. 

Le  Timbre- Paste. — The  current  issue  con- 
tains a  number  of  short  but  interesting 
articles,  the  first  of  which  has  a  description 
of  the  forgeries  of  the  current  Grranadine 
"  cubiertas"  or  vignettes.  Among  the  dis- 
tinctive points  of  the  25  c.  is  the  omission 
of  the  inscription  lit  de  ayala  i  medrano — 
BOGOTA,  1865,  which  appears  on  the  genuine 
outside  the  lower  margin  of  the  frame ; 
whilst  for  the  50  c.  a  test  is  offered  in  the 
number  of  lines  contained  in  the  place 
reserved  for  a  written  inscription,  which  is 
eighty-two  in  the  genuine,  and  ninety  in 
the  forgery. 

"  The  Treffenberg  Stamp  "  is  the  title  of 
an  account  of  the  well-known  proposal  made 
in  1823,  in  the  Swedish  Diet  by  Lieutenant 
de  Treffenberg,  for  the  adoption  of  stamped 
envelopes  for  the  prepayment  of  postage. 
The  franking  covers  were  to  represent  all 
the  various  letter  rates,  which  were  then  cal- 
culated on  a  scale  based  on  weight  and 
distance  combined.  Their  employment  would 
supersede  the  payment  of  postage  in  money, 
and  the  keeping  of  postage  accounts  with 
certain  large  houses.  The  cover  was  to  be 
of  the  size  of  a  sheet  of  writing  paper,  with  two 
stamps, — one  uncoloured,  the  other  black, — ■ 
both  bearing  the  denomination  of  value  and 
a  symbolical  figure  difficult  to  imitate,  and 
placed  so  that  the  address  must  partially 
cover  and  obliterate  them.  Sheets  of  re- 
duced size  would  be  issued  to  be  annexed  to 
large  packets,  which  the  ordinary  envelopes 
would  be  too  small  to  cover  or  too  weak  to 
hold,  and  such  sheets  would  also  be  used  for 
payment  by  the  receiver  for  unpaid  or  in- 
sufficiently prepaid  letters.  The  sheets 
wrould  be  sold  by  certain  specified  officials. 
Persons  living  in  the  country  would  require 
to  have  agents  in  the  nearest  town,  to  whom 


the  arrival  of  their  unpaid  letters  at  the 
post-office  would  be  signified ;  such  agents 
wrould  have  to  pay  the  postage  and  send  on 
the  letters,  and  country  labourers  would  have 
to  arrange  with  their  landlords  for  the  with- 
drawal of  their  letters  by  the  agents  of  the 
latter.  These  embarrassing  provisions  were 
among  the  chief  reasons  given  by  the  diet 
for  the  rejection  of  the  project,  but  another 
motive  was  the  difficulty  of  issuing  envelopes 
to  meet  all  possible  combinations  of  the  then 
complicated  postal  rates.  The  lieutenant's 
idea  was  substantially  a  good  one,  but  was 
only  practicable  in  conjunction  with  a  simple 
tariff,  such  as  that  which  was  adopted  in 
England  when  stamps  were  first  issued.  Still, 
we  are  glad,  even  at  this  late  period  of  the 
day,  to  possess  the  details  of  a  scheme  which 
has  been  so  frequently  referred  to,  as  the 
prototype  of  Rowland  Hill's  system. 

In  the  next  article  the  Venezuelan  school 
stamps  come  to  the  surface  again,  after  two 
years  of  complete  oblivion,  and  the  editor  of 
Le  Timbre- Paste  breaks  a  lance  in  their 
favour.  The  inscription,  escuelas,  signifies 
schools,  and  our  contemporary  argues  that, 
as  the  government  encourages  by  every 
means  in  its  powder  the  spread  of  education, 
— notably  by  making  the  teaching  gratui- 
tous,-— it  may  also  have  accorded  a  reduc- 
tion on  the  ordinary  rate  of  postage  on  the 
students'  letters.  The  editor  has  received  a 
specimen  of  the  "  Escuelas,"  together  writh 
two  of  the  current  postage  stamps — the  half 
and  one  real — and  finds  that  both  the 
postage  and  the  school  stamp  are  marked 
with  two  black  lines  crossing  the  surface, 
and  repeated  at  intervals  of  one-fifth  of  an 
inch.  He  also  observes  that  the  school 
stamp  has  a  portion  of  the  arms  of  Vene- 
zuela, in  relief,  on  the  back — a  precaution 
which  he  thinks  would  not  have  been 
adopted  in  respect  of  a  stamp  simply  used  in 
the  course  of  instruction  as  an  aid  to  the  teach- 
ing of  the  postal  system.  This  is  our  con- 
temporary's case,  and  wre  must  content  our- 
selves with  simply  stating  it,  only  observing 
that  it  does  not  present  anything  like  suffi- 
cient primd-facie  evidence  to  warrant  the 
admission  of  the  stamp,  but  that  it  shows 
the  necessity  for  further  inquiry  as  to  its 
character. 
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From  a  short  article  succeeding  that  on 
the  Venezuelan  stamps,  we  learn  that  the 
unit  of  the  new  Japanese  currency  is  the 
yen,  which  is  divided  into  100  parts  called 
sens,  which  again  are  sub-divided  into  ten 
parts  called  rlns.  The  following  are  the 
coins  : — 

2,  5,  10,  and  20  yen. 
1,  5,  10,  20,  50  sen, 
1,  5  rin. 

Thus  it  appears  that  the  current  \  sen  stamp 
equals  5  rin,  which  valne  exists  as  a  coin ; 
but  there  are  no  2  sen  or  4  sen  pieces.  It  is 
rather  surprising,  that  there  should  be  no  2 
sen  coin,  seeing  that  that  value  is  about  the 
equivalent  of  the  penny. 

The  April  number  of  Le  Timhre-Poste 
closes  with  a  paragraph  on  the  stamps  of  the 
St.  Lucia  Steam  Conveyance  Company,  to 
which  we  refer  elsewhere  ;  and  a  communi- 
cation with  reference  to  the  Carlist  stamps, 
in  reply  to  some  observations  of  M.  Mane. 
Altogether,  it  is  one  of  the  best  numbers  we 
have  seen  for  some  time  past. 

The  American  Journal  of  Philately. — We 
briefly  referred  in  our  last  to  the  history  of 
the  Berford  stamps,  of  which  the  publication 
was  commenced  in  the  January  number  of 
this  journal.  The  February  and  March  num- 
bers are  now  before  us,  containing  the  con- 
tinuation and  conclusion  of  the  narrative, 
which  is  certainly  an  interesting  one.  The 
statement,  however,  in  the  introductory  para- 
graphs, that  Berford's  Express  was  "  one  of 
the  causes  celeb  res  of  its  time  " — which  we 
understood  to  mean  that  the  legality  of  the 
Express  was  actually  made  the  subject  of  an 
important  judicial  investigation — is  not  borne 
out  by  the  sequel.  The  question  was  never 
in  fact  brought  before  the  courts,  but  the 
establishment  of  the  Express  gave  rise  to 
some  undignified  action  on  the  part  of  the 
post-office,  and  hastened  a  reform  in  the 
postal  rates.  The  Berford  California  Express, 
it  appears,  was  started  about  1849,  and  first 
attracted  attention  in  1 85 1 ,  when  it  was 
found  that  the  post-office  department  was 
paying  a  very  high  contract  price  for  the 
carriage  of  the  mails,  and  yet  was  unable  to 
secure  such  safety,  regularity,  or  dispatch 
in  the  delivery,  as  distinguished  the  Express 
service.     The  rates  by  the  latter  were  only 


half  the  amount  of  those  charged  by  the 
government,  and  the  Express  mails  left  New 
York  two  days  later  than  the  U.  S.  mails. 
On  June  16th,  1851,  Mr.  Berford  reduced  his 
rate  for  the  carriage  of  letters  to  San  Fran- 
cisco and  the  neighbouring  towns  to  three 
cents,  and  made  proportionally  low  charges 
for  letters  for  the  Mexican  ports,  China, 
Hong-Kong,  the  Sandwich  Islands,  Peru, 
Bolivia,  &c.  He  also  gave  notice  that  period- 
icals would  be  carried  at  the  rate  of  2-J-  cents 
per  ounce.  These  were  substantial  advan- 
tages, and  they  were  accompanied  by  the 
issue  of  stamps  of  the  following  values  : — 
3  cents         black, 

10      ,,  purple, 

25      „  red, 

of  which  our  contemporary  gives  the  design. 
Then  it  was  that  the  post-office  took  umbrage 
at  Mr.  Berford's  alleged  infringement  of  its 
monopoly.  His  letter- trunks  were  seized 
and  opened  by  the  custom-house,  but  were 
ultimately  returned  to  him,  and  a  warm  con- 
troversy sprung  up  between  Mr.  Berford  and 
the  department.  Mr.  Berford  maintained 
that  he  was  not  debarred  from  carrying- 
letters  over  the  high  seas  by  vessels  other 
then  those  employed  to  carry  the  U.  S. 
mails,  and  gave  chapter  and  verse  for  his 
argument.  He  furthermore  challenged  the 
post-office  to  attack  him  in  court,  but  no 
proceedings  were  taken.  His  action,  how- 
ever, resulted  in  a  lowering  of  the  rates,  and 
thus,  we  presume — for  the  fact  is  not  openly 
stated  by  our  contemporary, — led  to  his  being 
driven  off  the  course.  The  stamps  referred 
to  above  show  a  large  figure  in  the  centre, 
crossed  by  the  wTord  "  California  ;  "  above  is 
the  inscription  be  k ford  &  co's  express,  the 
wrord  to  is  just  above  the  figure,  and  NO.  2, 
ASTOR  house,  N.  Y.,  below — all  in  a  trans- 
verse oval,  with  serrated  outer  edge.  Be- 
fore they  were  issued,  handstamped  franks 
of  somewhat  similar  design  were  employed, 
and  are  noticed  on  p.  127  of  our  tenth  vol. 
The  set  of  stamps  described  by  the  A.  J.  P., 
was  found  by  its  editor  in  Mr.  Berford's 
scrap-book,  and  it  appears  that  a  fourth 
value,  6  cents  green,  also  exists.  How 
many  were  printed,  or  how  many  used,  our 
contemporary  has  been  unable  to  ascertain, 
but  of  their  genuine  character  there  can  be 
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no  doubt,  and  they  are  more  interesting  than 
the  general  run  of  locals,  from  the  fact  that 
their  emission  forced  the  government  to 
adopt  a  lower  tariff. 

The  remaining  portions  of  the  February 
and  March  numbers  of  the  A.  J.  P.  are 
not  specially  noticeable.  "  The  History  of 
Postage  Stamps,  Alphabetically  considered" 
is  the  nonsensical  title  of  a  paper  which,  to 
judge  by  the  opening  instalments,  is  likely 
to  be  of  real  use.  It  is  lucidly  written,  with 
an  evident  knowledge  of  the  subject,  and 
should  do  much  to  popularise  the  study  of 
stamps  on  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic. 

'llxe  Curiosity  Hunter  is  still  in  the  land  of 
the  living.  A  few  pages  in  the  double 
number  before  us  are  devoted  to  philately, 
but  the  subject  is  treated  in  the  superficial 
style  which  is  natural  to  a  journal  which 
treats  of  everything  in  general,  and  nothing 
in  particular.  We  are  told,  for  instance, 
that  in  America  the  majority  of  collectors 
care  very  little  about  varieties,  because  they 
look  upon  philately  as  a  pastime  rather  than 
an  elaborate  and  complicated  science.  But 
if  that  is  true,  if  they  do  not  care  about  the 
stamps,  except  to  play  with,  why  do  they  go 
to  the  trouble  of  putting  them  in  a  book  ? 
If  philately  is  a  game,  why  not  learn  to  play 
it  well? 

PAPERS  for  BEGINNERS.— No.  XXXY. 

BY   OVEKY   TAYLOK. 
EUROPE. 

Jttalftt. 

The  solitary  Maltese  stamp  has  now  been  in 
existence  for  more  than  thirteen  years.  Its 
emission  was  decided  on 
in  the  early  part  of  1860. 
The  execution  of  the  de- 
sign was  entrusted  to  De 
La  Rue  and  Co.,  and  a 
government  notice,  dated 
the  10th  November,  1860, 
fixed  its  emission  for  the 
1st  December  of  that  year. 
The  type  will  compare  favourably  with  some 
of  the  more  pretentious  productions  of  the 
celebrated  stamp  manufacturers.  It  has 
remained  unchanged  ever  since,  and  the 
varieties  are   derived   entirely   from    differ- 


YW\,  lA/W  i/W 


ences  in  shade  of  colour  and  paper.  Tlic 
first  issue  or  edition  was  printed  in  dull  buff 
on  white  unwatermarked  paper ;  but  in 
j  1862,  according  to  a  Maltese  collector,  some 
sheets  were  delivered  of  a  bluish  paper  ;  the 
second  issue,  which  appeared  in  the  year 
1863  was  watermarked  with  c.c.  and  crown, 
and  the  third,  dating  from  1864,  was 
printed  in  light  orange  on  the  watermarked 
paper.  The  bluish  variety  is  probably  an 
accidental  one,  and  some  assert  that  it  is  due 
simply  to  the  action  of  the  gum,  but  the 
other  varieties  are  no  doubt  of  official  origin 
and  worthy  of  collection. 

The  stamp  is  issued  to  prepay  the  postage 
of  letters  between  the  islands  of  Malta  and 
Gozo  and  the  thickly  inhabited  villages  of 
the  former  which  possess  a  daily  mail 
service.  The  postage  on  letters  for  England 
or  other  countries  is  paid  in  English  stamps, 
which  are  obliterated  with  a  large  capital  M. 
Some  unwatermarked  English  lar^e-letter 
sixpenny  were  accidentally  sent  out  to  Malta 
and  used  there ;  they  are  consequently 
classed  by  continental  collectors  with  the 
Maltese  stamps.  There  seems  to  be  no  like- 
lihood of  the  isolated  halfpenny  label  being 
joined  by  any  fresh  values,  and  as  the 
postage  cannot  well  be  reduced  below  the 
amount  indicated  on  the  stamp,  there  would 
be  but  little  advantage  in  issuing  even  a 
post  card.  The  busy  little  Mediterranean 
naval  station  is  but  poorly  represented. 

ittcdileitbuvg-Schtoeutt. 

Collectors  whose  experience  extends  over 
a  dozen  years  or  so,  will  remember  the 
ardent  desire  then  displayed  to  obtain  speci- 
mens of  the  "  mite  "  Mecklenburg.  The 
stamp  drew  attention  by  its  ridiculous 
smallness,  and  before  stamp  importing  had 
become  a  trade  the  "mite"  was  tolerably 
scarce,  and  had  its  value.  The  idea  of 
issuing  a  subdivisible  stamp — of  which 
Brunswick  also  furnishes  an  example — was 
a  curious  one,  and  perhaps  had  something  to 
recommend  it  of  which  we  are  not  aware, 
but  it  did  not  make  much  way.  Possibly, 
objections  arose  to  the  circulation  of  stamps 
which  had  been  drawn  and  quartered.  Be 
that  as  it  mav,  the  Mecklenburg  label  be- 
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canie  well  known  at  a  time  when  other  less 
peculiar  but  more  valuable  stamps  attracted 
but  slight  notice. 
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The  1st  July,  1856,  was  the  date  of  issue 
of  the  first  Mecklenburgs.  The  series  con- 
sisted of  the  following  values  : 

|  schilling  (printed  in  fours),  pink. 

3  „  yellow. 

5  „  brown. 

The  four  J  schg.  stamps  printed  together 
represented  a  1  schg.  stamp,  and  in  the  en- 
velope series  there  is  an  intermediate  value, 
a  lj  schg. ;  hence,  by  calculating  the  changes 
which  may  be  rung  on  the  four-quarter 
stamp,  and  including  the  envelopes,  we  get 
a  series  composed  of  J  schg.,  \  schg.,  §  schg., 

1  schg.,  \\  schg..  3  schg.,  and  5  schg.  stamps. 

The  designs  of  the  stamps  do  not  call  for 
comment,  but  it  may  be  mentioned  that  the 
bull's  head  which  forms  the  arms  of  the 
Grand  Duchy  is  also  found  on  the  shield  of 
the  Mecklenburg- Strelitz  stamps.  In  the 
first  \  schg.  the  ground  on  which  the  bull's 
head  is  drawn  is  filled  with  a  dotted  pattern, 
but  in  1865  the  groundwork  was  done  away 
with,  and  the  stamp  reissued  as  it  is  repre- 
sented on  the  above  engraving. 

The  issue  of  perforated  stamps  took  place 
in  1864,  and  was  made  the  occasion  for  a 
change  in  the  colour  of  the  5  schg.,  from 
blue  to  brown,  to  briug  it  into  accord  with 
the  stamps  of  equivalent  values  issued  by 
other  states  of  the  postal  union.  The  1864 
issue  reads  thus  : — 

\  schg.  (dotted  ground)       pink. 

3  schg.  yellow. 

5  schg.  brown. 

In  1865  the  \  schg.  on  plain  ground,  alluded 
to  above,  was  issued,  and  was  perforated  like 
its  predecessor.    Lastly,  in  1866,  a  new  value, 

2  schg.  reddish  lilac  (perl),  made  its  ap- 
pearance, and  the  series  continued  in  circula- 
tion until  the  1st  January.  1868. 


ENVELOPES. 

The  envelopes  are  a  decidedly  handsome 
and  well  engraved  series.     They  were  issued 
on  the  same  day  as  the 
adhesives — the  1st  July. 
1856, — and  consisted    of 
the  following  values  : 

1  schilling,  red. 
1|        „  green. 

3         .,  vellow. 


3 


blue. 


In  1860  the  same  stamps  were  reissued 
with  the  diagonal  inscription,  which  tra- 
verses the  envelope,  printed  in  smaller  type. 
The  difference  which  marks  the  two  editions 
is  clearly  perceptible,  and  when  a  collector 
can  secure  specimens  of  both,  it  is  worth 
while  to  do  so.  The  colour  of  the  5  schg. 
was  altered  from  blue  to  bistre  in  1864,  to 
match  the  adhesive,  and  in  1866  a  2  schg. 
lilac  was  issued,  which  was  intended  to  re- 
place the  1-J  schg.  The  post-office,  however, 
sold  out  its  stock  of  the  latter  value  by 
affixing  two  adhesive  \  schg.  by  the  side  of 
the  embossed  stamp,  and  then  selling  the 
envelope  as  a  2  schg.  one. 

ittccklcnburg-Stvclite. 

The  series  issued  for  use  in  this   Grand 

Duchy  may  be  very  briefly  dismissed.      The 

date  of  its  emission  was  the 

1st  October.  1864.  and  like 

the  stamps  of  Mecklenburg  - 

Schwerin   and    many   other 

of  the  minor  German  states. 

its      suppression — resulting 

from    the    incorporation    of 

the    Duchy   in    the    North 

German        Confederation — 

took  effect  on  the  1st  January,  1868.     The 

values  and  colours  were  as  follows  : — 


Rectangular. 


i  sgr. 

1  schilling 


orange. 

green. 

mauve. 


1  sgr. 

2  „ 

3  „ 


Octagonal. 
There  were  also  three  envelopes — 1  sgr.. 


rose. 
blue, 
stone. 
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2  sgr.,  and  3  sgr., — tlie  stamps  on  which  are 
identical  in  design  and  colour 
with  the  adhesives  of  the 
corresponding  values.  All 
the  adhesives  are  line-pierced. 
It  is  a  noticeable  circum- 
stance, that  whilst  the  arms 
on  the  stamps  of  the  two 
Mecklenburgs  are  identical, 
the  currency  in  which  the  values  are 
expressed  is  not.  This  is  a  striking  illus- 
tration of  the  diversity  of  the  old  German 
coinage.  In  Mecklenburg- Schwerin  the 
denominations  are  all  in  schilling ;  in  Meck- 
lenburg- Strelitz,  with  one  exception,  they  are 
all  in  silbergroschen.  What  may  have  been 
the  special  service  intended  to  be  performed 
by  the  solitary  schilling  stamp  of  the  Strelitz 
series  has  never  been  stated. 

Jftobcna. 

From  the  somewhat  prim  and  formal  Ger- 
man stamps,  with  no  history  worth  naming, 
it  is  a  relief  to  turn  to 
the  more  interesting  and  ir- 
regular issues  of  the  Italian 
state.  It  was  on  the  1st  of 
January,  1852,  that  the  Duchy 
of  Modena  was  endowed 
with  postage  stamps  of  the 
annexed  design,  and  of  the 
following  values : — 

5  centesimi  green. 

10         „  violet. 

25         ,,  pale  ochre. 

40         „  blue. 

1  lira  white. 

The  impression  was  in  black  on  coloured 
paper  for  the  first  four  stamps,  and  on  white 
for  the  fifth.  The  latter  is  further  distin- 
guished from  the  rest  by  being  watermarked 
with  a  letter  A.  Some  hint  of  the  old 
paternal  style  of  government  is  found  in  the 
inscription  poste  estensi,  which  means 
"  Post  of  the  House  of  Este,"  and  may  be 
taken  to  signify  that  the  post  was  considered 
as  a  kind  of  appanage  of  the  reigning  house. 
The  design  is  not  executed  in  the  highest 
style  of  art,  and  it  would  appear  from  the 
number  of  varieties  exemplifying  printer's 
errors,  that  the  inscription  as  well  as  the 
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value  was  formed  of  movable  types,  and 
composed  more  than  once  during  the  cur- 
rency of  the  stamps.  Thus  we  find  that  all 
the  values  exist  with  posfe  misprinted  pos/e. 
The  errors  in  the  value  are  well-known ; 
varieties  are  found  with  one  or  other  of 
the  following  combinations  to  represent  the 
word  cent,  viz., — ee)it,  cenl,  erit,  cnet,  cent,  ce6t, 
re  $  t,  cetn,  clnt,  &c.  As  the  series  has  been 
reprinted,  the  suspicion  has  arisen  that  the 
reprinters  have  fabricated  some  of  these 
"errors;"  but  in  any  case  their  philatelic 
value  is  really  slight,  for  they  simply  estab- 
lish the  fact  that  the  printers  were  careless. 
During  the  seven  years  in  which  the 
series  was  current,  some  slight  variations 
naturally  occurred  in  the  shade  of  the  paper 
employed ;  two  colour-varieties  of  the  5  c, 
15  c,  and  40  c,  may  be  with  propriety  dis- 
tinguished. As  to  the  10  c,  for  a  reason 
which  will  be  hereafter  explained,  the  colour 
was  altered  from  violet  to  rose  in  1853,  and 
at  one  time  specimens  of  the  violet  10  c. 
which,  as  will  be  observed,  had  but  a  short 
circulation,  were  not  easily  procurable,  but 
now-a-days  it  is  scarcely  less  common  than 
the  other  values. 

JOURNAL-TAX    STAMPS. 

On  the  9th  August,  1852,  a  treaty  was 
entered  into  between  Austria,  Parma,  and 
Modena,  by  which  the  two 
latter  powers  agreed  to  im- 
pose a  tax  of  9  centesimi  on 
all  political  journals  origin- 
ating out  of  the  territories  of 
the  other  contracting  par- 
ties, and  brought  into  the 
country  through  the  post. 
Parma  commenced  to  collect  the  tax  by 
means  of  a  stamp  struck  on  the  journals 
themselves,  a  system  it  soon  had  to  abandon. 
In  Modena,  however,  on  the  1st  February, 
1853,  the  collection  was  effected  by  the 
apposition  of  a  9  c.  adhesive  stamp,  of  the 
same  design  as  the  ordinary  postage  stamps, 
but  with  the  letters  B.  G.  (Bollo  Giornale) 
j)refixed  to  the  denomination.  A  year  after- 
wards, a  second  variety  was  issued,  with  the 
letters  b.  g.  of  smaller  size.  Specimens  of 
the  small-letter  type  are  common,  but  the 
large-letter  b.   g.   is  of  considerable  rarity, 
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owing  no  doubt  to  its  brief  circulation.  Both 
varieties  are  printed  on  violet  paper — the 
tint  originally  selected  for  the  ordinary  10  c. 
adhesive.  In  the  new  edition  of  Dr.  Gray's 
catalogue,  through  a  misunderstanding,  the 
two  B.  G.  stamps  are  catalogued  as  "  News- 
paper," instead  of  "  Newspaper  Tax"  stamps. 
In  1859,  according  to  thegenerally  accepted 
statement,  the  B.  G.  stamps  were  succeeded 
by  the  square  type  here 
represented,  and  of  which 
the  inscription  signifies 
"  Gazette  Tax."  The  cause 
of  the  issue  must  no  doubt 
be  found  in  the  increase  of  the 
tax  from  9  centesimi  to  10 
centesimi.  This  stamp  was  not  destined  to 
have  a  long  circulation,  for  in  the  course  of  a 
year  the  local  government  was  "  obliterated  " 
by  a  peaceful  revolution,  and  its  issues  gave 
place  to  those  of  the  provisional  government. 

PROVISIONAL    SERIES. 

Although,  if  I  recollect  aright,  the  revolu- 
tion took  place  in  July,  the  old  stamps  did 
not  give  place  to  the  new 
issue  of  the  annexed  type 
until  the  15th  October,  1859. 
Apparently  the  interval  was 
occupied  in  selecting  and  en- 
graving the  design  and  print- 
ing the  supply.  The  Savoy 
arms  clearly  indicate  the 
change  which  had  been  wrought  in  the 
direction  of  affairs,  and,  as  historic  memen- 
toes, the  Modenese  provisionals  are  superior 
to  those  of  Parma.  Their  colours  and 
values  are  : 

5  centesimi  green. 

15         ,,  brown. 

20         .,  lilac. 

40         ,,  rose. 

80         „  orange. 

Probably  the  postal  tariffs  were  reformed 
at  the  same  time,  the  20  c.  being  made  to 
replace  the  25  c,  and  the  80  c.  to  replace 
the  old  1  lira.  The  provisional  stamps  are 
printed  in  colour  on  white,  a  very  easy  mode 
of  distinguishing  them  from  the  series  which 
their  issue  superseded.  Some  "printer's 
errors"  are  quoted  in  connection  with  them, 
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but  it  is  quite  possible  that  they  are  peculiar 
to  the  reprints. 

The  exact  date  of  suppression  of  the  pro- 
visional stamps  has  not  been  stated,  but  it 
probably  occurred  in  1861-2,  and  since  then 
the  Italian  stamps  have  been  used  in  the 
quondam  duchy. 

THE    "ESCUELAS"    STAMP   OF 
VENEZUELA. 

Partly  translated  from  Le  Timbre-Poste.  with  remarks 

BY   FENTONIA. 

M.  Moens  has  just  disinterred  this  most  un- 
interesting stamp  from  its  deserved  obscur- 
ity. In  an  article  devoted 
exclusively  to  the  subject, 
he  begins  by  acknowledg- 
ing that  The  Stamp-Gollec- 
tor's  Magazine  was  the  first 
to  draw  attention  to  it  in 
February,  1872.  M.  Moens 
goes  on  to  say  that  the  only 
published  information  then 
given  by  The  Philatelical 
Journal  of  the  same  month,  which  stated 
that  it  was  then  anything  but  a  novelty, 
and  was,  in  fact,  a  "College  stamp,"  used 
in  the  Venezuelan  "schools"  (in  Spanish, 
escudas)  simply  for  the  teaching  of  youth 
the  whole  business  of  the  despatch,  carrying, 
and  receipt  of  letters,  &c. 

Notwithstanding  this  assertion  of  its  com- 
parative antiquity,  M.  Moens  has  never  seen 
one  until  now  !  It  is  engraved  on  thin 
yellow  paper,  and  on  the  back  appears  part 
of  the  armorial  bearings  of  Venezuela.  The 
fact  of  being  printed  on  such  paper  supplies 
sufficient  conviction  to  M.  Moens's  mind  that 
the  stamp  is  a  government  issue.  He  says, 
"We  know,  on  good  authority,  that  the 
Venezuelan  government  does  what  it  can  to 
promote  education.  With  this  object  stu- 
dents are  not  required  to  pay  for  their 
minerval  (viz.,  food  for  the  mind,  which  it  is 
presumed  can  be  given  in  infinitesimal 
quantities,  while  food  for  the  body  has  to  be 
paid  for,  not  being  perhaps  so  easily  reduci- 
ble as  regards  quantity  and  quality).  They 
are  only  bound  to  procure  such  books  as  are 
necessary,  the  price  of  which,  however,  is 
five  or  six  times  more  than  in  Europe — the 
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government  paying  for  teachers,  school- 
buildings,  &c. 

"  Might  not  the  stamp  under  discussion 
have  been  issued  with  a  view 'to  favour  these 
schools  by  a  reduction  on  the  postage  of 
letters  received  and  sent  by  the  students  ? 
It  is  far  from  bsing  impossible. 

"L'Ami  des  Timbres  asserts  in  the  Feb- 
ruary number  that  the  stamp  serves  to  pay 
a  tax  on  schools,  but  we  think  this  must  be 
a  mistake. 

"On  the  back  of  the  stamp  in  our  own 
possession  we  perceive  a  portion  of  the  arms 
of  Venezuela,  which  would  scarcely  be  re- 
quired for  a  stamp  which  had  no  more 
important  object  in  view  than  to  teach  the 
postal  system  to  a  set  of  schoolboys. 

"Moreover,  our  specimen  is  obliterated  by 
two  black  lines,  as  are  also  a  half  real  and  a 
one  real  received  at  the  same  time,  with  a 
quantity  of  others,  direct  from  Caraccas.  We 
admit  that  the  proofs  we  have  to  offer  are 
but  small,  but  meanwhile,  till  we  obtain 
further  information  from  Venezuela,  we 
think  them  rather  favourable  than  other- 
wise. 

"We  make  no  remark  on  the  bust  repre- 
sented.    It  is  quite  unknown  to  us." 

M.  Moens  would  have  done  better,  had  he 
taken  some  notice  of  the  foot-note  appended 
to  the  description  of  the  stamp  in  The 
Stamp-Collector  s  Magazine,  in  which  the 
editor  mentions  having  received,  some  years 
since,  a  very  similar  stamp  from  M.  Moens, 
purporting  to  be  a  Belgian  essay. 

From  all  this  pro  and  con.  it  seems  probable 
that  the  stamp  is  neither  more  nor  less  than 
a  very  insignificant  revenue  stamp,  to  be 
relegated  to  the  host  of  fiscals,  which  our 
continental  neighbours  are  trying  so  hard  to 
promote  to  an  equality  with  bond-fide  postage 
stamps. 

THE   FIRST    SERIES  OF   HAWAIIAN- 
STAMPS. 

Translated  ft om  Le  Timbre-Foste. 

Dear  Sir, — When  you  sent  me  the  inte- 
resting articles  on  the  Sandwich  Islands 
stamps,  published  in  Le  Timbre-Poste  in 
1865,  you  were  good  enough  to  ask  me  to 


supply  a  lacuna  in  their  history,  the  stamps 
of  the  first  series  having  been  badly  classi- 
fied, and  the  majority  of  them  omitted.  In 
point  of  fact  that  lacuna  was  inevitable  at 
the  time  when  the  above-mentioned  articles 
were  written,  for  it  was  hardly  three  months 
before  that  the  13  cents  blue  had  been 
spoken  of  for  the  first  time  at  Paris,  and 
the  other  stamps  of  that  series,  which  are 
still  so  rare,  were  utterly  unknown  on  the 
philatelic  markets  of  Europe. 

In  Le  Timbre-Poste  for  1865  (February 
number)  the  13  cents  blue  is  set  down  as  a 
provisional  stamp,  issued  in  consequenee  of 
the  non- arrival  of  the  supply  of  the  13  cents 
red,  head  of  King  Kamehameha,  at  a  date 
posterior  to  that  of  the  emission  of  the  5 
cents  blue  (head).  That  was  an  error 
which  no  catalogue- compiler  of  the  present 
day  would  repeat.  Everyone,  in  fact,  knows 
that  the  stamps  with  figure  in  ornamental 
frame  were  issued  at  Honolulu  in  1852:  they 
were  executed  in  the  island  itself,  and  the 
original  series  consisted  of  three  stamps,  viz., 
2  cents         blue. 

J-O        ,,  ,, 


Hawaiian 
Postage 


Hawaiian 
Postage 


13  xx  Cents. 


All  these  stamps  bear  in  the  upper  part 
the  words  Hawaiian  postage  in  two  lines ; 
in  the  centre  is  a  figure  indicating  the  value, 
enclosed  in  a  fancy  frame,  and  below  is  the 
denomination  in  full.  The  number  is  ex- 
pressed in  words  in  the  margin  of  two  lower 
values,  and  in  figures  in  the  margin  of  the 
13  cents ;  in  the  latter  the  figure  13  is  sepa- 
rated from  the  word  cents  by  two  flourishes 
forming  a  kind  of  M  in  italics. 

The  American  journals  affirm  that  all  the 
stamps  on  the  sheet  were  separately  drawn, 
like  those  of  the  first  issues  of  Bolivia, 
Luzon,  and  Mauritius.  It  has  not  been 
possible   for    me   to    verify   the   statement. 
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which  the  native  origin  of  the  stamps  ren- 
ders probable,  as  I  have  never  met  with  two 
nnsevered  copies.  I  am,  however,  inclined  to 
believe  that  the  American  journals  are  right, 
and  that  there  were  as  many  types  as  there 
were  stamps  on  the  sheet.  Careful  ex- 
amination, indeed,  reveals  the  fact  that  the 
stamps  were  set  up  from  printer's  types,  and 
there  is  every  reason  to  suppose  that  suc- 
cessive compositions  took  place. 

The  greater  proportion  of  the  stamps  of 
this  first  series  are  printed  in  pale  sky  blue ; 
I  may,  however,  select  for  mention  two  va- 
rieties of  shade  exemplified  by  copies  in  my 
own  album,  viz.  : 

5  cents         greenish  blue. 
13     ,,  dark  blue. 

The  stamp  most  frequently  met  with  is 
the  13  cents ;  the  5  c.  is  much  rarer.  As 
to  the  2  cents,  up  to  the  present  year  it  had 
remained  a  myth ;  and  if  even  its  existence 
was  suspected,  there  was  nothing  to  confirm 
the  suspicion  beyond  the  mean  black  vig- 
nettes on  yellow  paper,  so  well  known  to 
amateurs  ;  this  2  cents  is  incontestably  one 
of  the  rarest  of  all  stamps,  rivalling  in  this 
respect  the  first  issue  of  British  Guiana  and 
the  Reunions. 

The  exhaustion  of  the  stock  of  the  13 
cents  blue,  of  which  only  a  small  number  of 
sheets  had  been  struck  off,  gave  rise  towards 

the   end   of    1852   to    the 

creation  of  a  new  type. 
It  resembles  its  prede- 
cessor as  far  as  the  centre 
and  the  frame  are  con- 
cerned, but  above  the 
frame  it  bears  the  inscrip- 
tion h.  i.  &  r.  s.  postage 
(instead  of  "  Hawaiian 
Postage"),  that  is  to  say, 
Hawaiian  Isles  and  United  States  postage. 
In  reality,  of  the  13  cents  postage  the 
American  post-office  received  8  cents,  and 
the  Hawaiian  post-office  5  cents,  and  this 
decomposition  is  indicated  on  the  13  cents 
(head  of  King),  which  shortly  afterwards 
succeeded  the  stamp  we  are  now  discussing. 
In  the  lower  margin  of  the  stamp  the  italic 
flourishes,  which  in  the  first  type  invade  the 
figure  13,  are  replaced  by  two  thick  square 
dots  one  above  the  other. 


H.I.£  U  S. 
Post  age 


13»  Cents. 


Several  obliterations  are  met  with  on  the 
|    first  Hawaiian  stamps  ;  the  most  frequent  is 
I   the  circle  with  seven  parallel  bars.      Some- 
times the  parallel  bars  are  made    to  form 
a  lozenge-shaped  obliteration,  and  on  other 
•   copies   cancellation  has  been  effected  by    a 
circular  posimark  containing  the   name   of 
the    office    in   red,    followed   by  the  words 
postage    paid.      Lastly,   our    copy,    unfortu- 
nately much  mutilated,  of  the  13  cents,  2nd 
type  (h.  i.  &  u.   s.  postage)  shows  a  large 
lozenge  formed  of  thick  black  dots,  each  of 
which  is  in  itself  a  small  lozenge. 

Such,  Sir,  are  the  particulars  which  I  can 
offer  you  respecting  the  Hawaiian  stamps. 
I  hope  you  will  be  kind  enough  to  receive 
them,  insignificant  though  they  may  be. 
Ph.   de   Ferrari. 

THE    RECORDS    OF    THE    ENGLISH 

POST-OFFICE     IN    THE     EIGHT- 
EENTH   CEXTURY. 

[pillar  boxes  proposed— the  first  cross-po>t— 
establishment  of  a  local  post  at  dublin — 
franking  privileges  of  postal  officials  ] 

While  by  an  Act  of  the  twelfth  year  of 
Charles  II.  the  post-office  was  made  a  mo- 
nopoly, yet  carriers  were  allowed  to  carry 
and  deliver  such  letters  as  concerned  their 
goods.  As  no  authority  was  given  to  the 
Postmaster- General  to  search  their  goods 
and  seize  any  letters  which  did  not  relate 
to  them,  it  is  easy  to  conceive  that  a  great 
deal  of  illegal  correspondence  was  carried 
on  by  their  agency  to  the  injury  of  the 
revenue.  Two  ingenious  gentlemen  formed 
a  plan  for  lessening  in  some  degree  this  evil. 
In  their  petition  to  the  Treasury  they  begin 
by  stating, — 

That  divers  carriers,  drivers  of  stage  coaches,  carts, 
waggons,  and  pack-horses,  and  several  haglers  and  others, 
under  colour  of  their  respective  employments,  make  col- 
lections of  letters,  and  carry,  recarry,  and  deliver  the 
same  for  hire,  and  by  that  means  the  revenue  of  the  post- 
office  is  much  prejudiced,  and  many  dangerous  corre- 
spondings  preserved,  and  many  seditious  pamphlets  or 
libels  dispersed,  to  the  great  endangering  of  their  Majes- 
ties' peace.  The  mail  carriers  presume  to  outgo  their 
carts,  waggons,  and  pack-horses,  and  do  deliver  such 
letters  before  their  carts,  waggons,  and  packs  do  arrive, 
contrary  to  the  known  laws  of  this  kingdom.  Your  peti- 
tioners humbly  propose,  therefore,  that  a  deputation  be 
granted  to  them  to  collect,  demand,  and  receive  on  their 
Majesties'  behalf  of  all  such  stage  coaches,  &c,  all  such 
letters  as  shall  be  by  them  conveyed  to  the  cities  of  Lon- 
don and  Westminster  and  suburbs  thereof.     That  for  the 
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ends  aforesaid,  your  petitioners  desire  leave  to  erect  and 
set  up  stands  for  receipt  of  such  letters  in  the  outparts  of 
the  said  cities,  and  that  your  said  petitioners  may  put  the 
laws  in  execution  against  such  offenders. 

In  payment  of  their  services  they  ask  for 
two-thirds  of  the  postage  that  may  be  levied. 
The  Postmasters- General  by  no  means  ap- 
prove this  proposal,  and  nothing  more  is 
heard  of  it.  They  state  a  little  later  on 
that  they  had  proposed  "  that  a  proclamation 
might  be  issned  out  prohibiting  the  illegal 
collection  of  letters,  and  to  order  a  strict 
prosecution  of  the  offenders  thereupon ; " 
but  this  had  not  been  done,  "  lest  it  should 
be  an  occasion  of  complaint  or  dissatisfaction 
in  their  Majesties'  subjects."  The  Govern- 
ment of  William  was  not  so  firmly  settled 
that  it  could  venture  on  all  occasions  even 
to  enforce  the  law.  The  Postmasters- General 
sensibly  remark  "  that  such  a  prosecution 
and  settling  of  regular  posts  so  as  to  make 
it  easier  and  safer  to  the  subject  to  send  by 
the  post  than  carriers,  coachmen,  &c,  which 
we  take  care  to  do  as  opportunity  off ers,  would 
in  a  great  measure  prevent  this  illegal  prac- 
tice." At  the  same  time  they  recommend 
that  "the  doubts  and  defects  observed  in  the 
Act  be  laid  before  the  Parliament  at  their 
next  meeting  in  order  to  have  the  same  ex- 
plained or  amended." 

Not  long  after  this,  in  the  same  year, 
1696,  the  Postmasters- General  strike  a  great 
blow  at  the  carriers  by  establishing  a  post 
between  Exeter  and  Bristol.  Up  to  this 
date  all  letters  between  these  two  towns  had 
passed  by  way  of  London.  When  the  postal 
system  was  first  established,  all  England 
had  been  divided  into  six  roads,  as  it  was 
called,  which  met  in  London.  There  were 
no  cross  posts,  so  that  every  letter  which 
passed  from  a  town  on  one  of  these  roads  to 
a  town  on  another  had  to  to  pass  through 
the  central  office.  The  establishment  of 
any  cross  post  would  at  first  cause  a  loss  to 
the  revenue,  for,  as  the  Postmasters- General, 
in  their  letter  to  the  Treasury,  remark,  "We 
must  observe  to  your  lordships  that  all  such 
letters  as  are  now  sent  by  the  post  betwixt 
Bristol  and  Exeter  pay  double  postage— viz., 
first  to  London,  and  then  to  the  place  to 
which  they  are  directed ;  but  by  the  setting 
up  this  new  post  there  will  be  only  paid 
single  post,  which  will  be  a  diminution  to 


the  revenue,  but  considering  the  tediousness 
and  charge  of  the  conveyance  now  used, 
there  are  few  letters  sent  this  way."  The 
change  was  made,  and  a  post  was  established 
between  Bristol  and  Exeter  twice  a  week, 
to  do  the  distance  in  twenty-four  hours  at 
the  charge  of  £259  10s.  a  year.  In  three 
vears  and  a  half  from  that  time  this  post 
produced  "  about  £250  per  annum  neat  {sic) 
profit."  Emboldened  by  their  success,  they 
resolved  to  extend  this  cross  post  to  Shrews- 
bury, "  where  there  are  two  persons  that 
make  it  their  business  to  collect  and  disperse 
letters,  and  make  a  considerable  advantage 
by  it,"  and  from  Shrewsbury  to  Chester. 
After  this  cross  post  had  been  established  a 
year  and  a  half,  there  was  some  thought  of 
abandoning  it,  for  while  in  that  time  it  had 
cost  £658,  it  had  brought  in  only  £502.  It 
is  certainly  a  very  curious  fact,  that  170 
years  ago,  the  postage  both  ways  between 
such  towns  as  Bristol,  Gloucester,  Tewkes- 
bury, Worcester,  Kidderminster,  Shrews- 
bury, and  Chester,  not  to  mention  the  less 
important  places,  should  not  in  eighteen 
months  have  amounted  to  more  than  £502. 

In  1703  there  is  a  curious  petition  to  the 
Queen  from  Eliza,  Countess  Dowager  of 
Thanet.  This  petition  "  humbly  showeth, 
that  your  petitioner's  joynter  (sic)  lying  in 
the  county  of  Kent,  where  the  taxes  are 
always  very  heavy  laid,  was  during  the  last 
war,  considerably  reduced  below  what  your 
petitioner  had  ever  known  it,  and  conse- 
quently was  herself  brought  to  greater 
straits  than  she  was  immediately  aware  of, 
which  taxes,  being  now  again  necessarily 
renewed  for  the  support  of  this  present  war, 
and  your  petitioner  calling  to  mind  with 
great  duty  and  thankfulness  your  Majesty's 
gracious  expressions  towards  her  upon  this 
and  other  occasions,  does  most  humbly 
beseech  your  Majesty  to  grant  unto  her  the 
erecting  a  penny  packet-office  in  Dublin 
and  ten  or  twelve  miles  round  it,  which  she 
is  informed  will  be  of  use  and  advantage  to 
your  Majesty's  subjects  in  those  parts,  and 
to  give  your  petitioner  a  lease  of  the  said 
office  for  such  term  of  years  and  at  such  a 
moderate  yearly  crown  rent  as  your  Majesty 
shall  judge  fit  and  reasonable."  The  petition 
seems  to  have  been  granted. 
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We  have  already  stated  that  in  the  mid- 
dle of  last  century  part  of  the  pay  of  the 
clerks  of  the  roads  was  derived  from 
the  privilege  they  had  of  franking  news- 
papers. We  find  from  a  document  of  the 
year  1696,  that  ';  upon  the  first  establishing 
of  the  post-office  these  clerks  had  had  the 
privilege  of  sending  gazettes  and  some  other 
prints  free."  The  Postmasters- General  go 
on  to  remark  that  "  the  office  hath  consider- 
ably increased  since  we  came  into  the 
present  juncture  of  affairs  by  the  frequent 
and  long  sessions  of  Parliament,  and  the 
war,  wherein  the  greatest  part  of  this  side 
of  the  world  is  engaged,  hath  occasioned 
peoples  (sic)  being  more  desirous  of  news 
than  formerly."  Though  the  perquisites  of 
these  clerks  had  increased  by  the  greater 
demand  for  newspapers,  yet  their  labour 
had  increased  no  less,  so  that  no  proposal  is 
made  for  depriving  them  of  their  privilege 
of  franking.  It  is  not  at  first  sight  quite 
clear  what  the  frequent  and  long  sessions  of 
Parliament  have  to  do  with  the  increase  of 
correspondence.  As,  however,  the  privilege 
of  franking  letters  was  only  enjoyed  by  the 
members  "  during  the  respective  sessions, 
and  for  forty  days  before,  and  forty  days 
after  such  session,"  no  doubt  the  number 
of  letters  sent  through  the  post  greatly  de- 
pended on  the  frequency  and  the  length  of 
the  sessions.  In  the  year  of  the  Restoration, 
as  we  read  in  the  Parliamentary  History  in 
the  debate  on  the  post-office  bill,  "  Sir 
Walter  Erie  delivered  a  proviso  for  the 
letters  of  all  members  of  Parliament  to  go 
free  during  their  sitting.  Sir  Heneage 
Finch  said  it  was  a  poor  mendicant  proviso, 
and  below  the  honour  of  the  house.  The 
question  being  called  for,  the  Speaker  was 
unwilling  to  put  it,  saying  he  was  ashamed 
of  it ;  nevertheless  the  proviso  was  carried, 
and  made  part  of  the  bill." — Pall  Mall 
Gazette. 

REVIEWS  of  POSTAL  PUBLICATIONS. 

Alfred  Smith  8f  Go's  Descriptive  Price  Gata- 

logue    of    the    Postage    Stamps    of    All 

Nations.      London :  E.  Marlborough  & 

Co. ;    Bath  :   Alfred  Smith  &  Co. 

We  do  not  doubt  but  that  our  publishers' 

catalogue  is  a  very  successful  work  from  a 


business  point  of  view,  for  nothing  can 
more  favourably  impress  an  intending  pur- 
chaser than  the  neatness,  the  orderly  ar- 
rangement, and  the  philatelic  knowledge 
by  which  it  is  marked.  Equally  little  do 
we  doubt  but  that  there  is  a  direct  loss  on 
every  copy  sold,  and  therefore,  after  taking 
into  account  the  indirect  benefit  which  re- 
sults to  its  authors,  we  still  maintain  that 
for  its  publication  they  deserve  well  of  the 
philatelic  community.  Among  the  minor 
philatelic  works  it  takes  a  very  prominent 
place,  for  it  is  the  indispensable  adjunct  of 
magazine  articles  and  analytical  catalogues. 
The  number  of  stamps  is  now  so  large  that 
no  collector,  however  well  placed,  can  hope 
to  obtain  more  than  a  small  percentage  of 
his  specimens  by  the  medium  of  exchange, 
and  when  the  necessity  arises  for  an  outlay 
it  is  well  for  purposes  of  reference  to  have 
on  hand  this,  the  latest  catalogue  of  an  old- 
established  and  well-known  house. 

It  is  not  very  long  since  we  reviewed  the 
nineteenth  edition  of  Messrs.  Alfred  Smith 
&  Co.'s  catalogue.  The  twentieth  edition 
does  not  differ  from  its  predecessor  in  ar- 
rangement, but  it  contains  four  more  pages, 
representing  an  addition  to  the  list  of  over 
five  hundred  stamps.  This  increase  is  spread 
throughout  the  work,  but  nearly  a  fourth  of 
it  is  due  to  the  inclusion  of  the  United  States 
departmental  stamps.  The  various  post 
cards  are  catalogued  in  greater  detail,  and 
new  issues  are  everywhere  inserted  in  theiv 
proper  order.  Divers  recently  issued  or 
discovered  stamps,  which  were  simply  enter- 
ed in  the  last  edition  pour  me  mo  ire,  as  the 
French  say,  without  any  price  being  indi- 
cated for  them,  are  priced  in  the  new  edition, 
— a  proof  that  they  have  become  more  plen- 
tiful in  the  interval.  Thus  we  find  the  once- 
suspected  Ecuador  stamps  are  now  to  be 
had  at  reasonable  figures,  as  are  also  the 
sets  for  Curacoa,  Surinam,  and  New  Zealand. 

On  the  other  hand,  we  notice  that  no  re- 
ference whatever  is  made  to  the  American 
and  Hamburg  locals.  The  omission  is  a 
laudable  one ;  for  though  much  may  be  said 
in  favour  of  the  policy  of  cataloguing  every- 
thing, and  leaving  purchasers  to  select  for 
themselves,  it  is  much  better  not  to  touch 
the  unclean  things  at  all.     Really  genuine 
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copies  of  the  United  States  locals  are  suffi- 
ciently rare  to  be  matter  for  private  and 
specific  sale  ;  as  to  the  common  forgeries  and 
reprints,  they  are  worthless,  and  therefore 
the  sale  of  them  should  be  discouraged.  It 
is  useless  to  mention  the  great  rarities,  and  it 
is  impolitic  to  refer  to  the  counterfeits  in 
a  printed  catalogue. 

The  new  edition,  like  its  predecessors, 
is  illustrated  by  four  sheets  of  alternately 
black  and  coloured  engravings,  on  toned 
paper,  which  help  to  enliven  it,  and  are  not 
devoid  of  instructive  power.  The  greater 
thickness  of  the  book  as  compared  with  the 
nineteenth  edition,  is  not  due  solely  to  the 
four  additional  pages,  but  also  to  the  employ- 
ment of  a  much  stouter  paper.  It  is  alto- 
together  an  excellent  publication,  and  as  the 
speedy  exhaustion  of  No.  19  demonstrates 
that  during  the  past  twelvemonth  the  de- 
mand for  stamps  has  been  sustained,  we 
trust  that  the  early  appearance  of  No.  21 
will  in  like  manner  prove  that  in  the  present 
year  of  grace  the  trade  has  flourished,  for  the 
prosperity  of  the  stamp  commerce  is  the 
surest  evidence  that  philately  itself  is  not  on 
the  wane. 


Albums  for  Postage  Stamps  (Juvenile  Series), 
Nos.  1  and  2.  The  M already  Postage- 
Stamp  Album,  No.  1.  London :  E.  Marl- 
borough &  Co. ;  Brighton  :  Stafford 
Smith  &  Co. 
These  three  albums,  though  differing  in 
title,  are  equally  intended  for  use  by  young 
collectors.  The  "Juvenile"  album,  No.  1, 
is  sold  at  sixpence ;  No.  2,  at  a  shilling ;  and 
the  Mulready,  at  two  shillings.  Within  their 
limited  space  no  attempt  at  completeness  can 
be  made,  but  they  are  well  adapted  for  the 
purpose  for  which  they  are  issued.  Our 
young  friends  who  have  just  made  up 
their  mind  to  begin  collecting  would  do 
well  to  start  with  one  of  these  albums,  in 
which  to  form  the  nucleus  of  a  collection. 
They  will  not  take  too  long  to  fill,  and  will 
afford  an  opportunity  for  exercise  in  the  art 
of  handling  and  mounting  stamps,  things 
which,  after  all,  it  requires  a  certain  amount 
of  care  to  do  properly.  The  publishers 
would   do    well   to  insert  on   the  fly-leaf  a 


brief  series  of  instructions  to  something  like 
the  following  effect : — 

1.  Do  not  cut  away  the  margins  of  your 
stamps,  nor  clip  round  the  oval  enve- 
lopes. 

2.  Do  not  gum  your  stamps  down  to  the 
page,  but  fasten  them  to  it  with  a 
hinge  of  thin  paper. 

3.  Read  the  philatelic  magazines. 

4.  Do  not  be  deceived  by  the  tempting 
advertisements  of  dealers  in  forged 
stamps,  who  offer  rarities  for  next  to 
nothing. 

5.  Whenever  a  dealer  sends  you  stamps 
"  on  inspection,"  and  offers  to  allow 
a  discount  on  your  purchases,  be  sure 
that  the  stamps  are  forgeries,  and  ab- 
stain from  buying  them. 

If  such  recommendations  as  these  were 
inserted  in  albums  which  find  their  way 
among  schoolboys,  they  would  powerfully 
assist  in  the  spread  of  correct  notions  about 
collecting,  and  at  the  same  time  deal  a  home 
blow  to  the  trade  in  counterfeits. 

To  resume :  the  above  albums  are  well  got 
up ;  the  paper  is  good,  and  the  covers,  es- 
pecially those  of  the  Mulready,  are  attrac- 
tively embellished  ;  the  latter  also  has  the 
names  of  the  countries  printed  on  each  page. 
To  maturer  philatelists,  these  albums  would 
be  very  serviceable  for  the  reception  of  du- 
plicates, or  for  supplementary  collections  of 
postmarks,  &c. 

POSTAL  CHIT-CHAT. 

The  New  King  of  the  Sandwich  Islands. — 
According  to  telegrams  from  San  Francisco,  published  by 
Ihe  New  York  Herald  of  the  19th  ult.,  Prince  Kalakua 
has  been  elected  King  of  the  Sandwich  Islands,  to 
succeed  King  Lunalilo.  When  the  result  of  the  election 
was  made  known  a  serious  riot  occurred.  A  mob  of 
Queen  Emma's  adherents  attacked  the  House  of  Assembly, 
beat  several  of  its  members — one  of  whom  has  since 
died — tore  up  seats  and  desks,  when  they  were  dispersed 
by  a  body  of  American  and  English  marines  who  were 
landed  to  restore  order.  Prince  David  Kalakua,  who  has 
thus  proved  the  successful  candidate  for  the  throne, 
though  not  of  the  Royal  Kamehameha  stock,  was  in  rank 
fully  equal  to  the  late  King.  He  is  about  forty  years  old, 
and  has  held  many  high  offices  of  State.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  House  of  Nobles,  and  at  one  time 
chamberlain  to  Kamehameha  V.  Intellectually  he  is 
said  to  be  very  much  inferior  to  his  predecessor,  Lunalilo, 
and  far  less  qualified  to  perform  the  duties  of  a  ruler. 
His  Majesty  received  a  "  good  common-school  education." 
He  is  identified  with  what  is  called  the  party  of  reaction  ; 
he    is    firmly    opposed    to    any     interference  with    the 
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independence  of  the  kingdom,  and,  consequently,  is 
against  annexation  to  the  United  States.  This  fact 
makes  him  popular  with  the  natives,  and  also  with  the 
great  body  of  foreign  residents.  Kalakua  is  descended 
from  the"  celebrated  Keiwikei-Wikau,  one  of  whose 
privileges  was  to  have  lighted  torches  carried  before  him 
in  daytime.  His  grandfather,  Kainahawa,  had  the  mis- 
fortune to  poison  his  wife  in  1841  and  '"expiated  his 
offence  on  the  gallows,"  or  was,  in  plain  English,  hanged 
for  murder.  Karuahawa  III.,  who  was  on  terms  of 
intimate  friendship  with  the  murderer,  was  rather 
reluctant  to  allow  the  sentence  to  be  carried  out,  but 
Captain  Wilkes,  who  happened  to  be  at  the  island  at  the 
time  with  the  vessels  of  the  United  States  Exploring 
Expedition,  having  been  consulted,  the  result  of  the 
gallant  officer's  opinion  was  that  the  law  was  allowed  to 
take  its  course.  King  David  Kalakua  is  married  to  the 
widow  of  the  uncle  of  Queen  Emma,  but  has  no  children, 
and  is  considered  peculiar  in  his  habits. 

CORRESPONDENCE. 

MEXICAN  STAMPS. 
To  the  Editor  of "The  Stamp-Collector's  Magazine." 

Dear  Sir, — In  the  March  number  of  this  magazine 
we  were  favoured  with  a  reference  list  of  the  stamps  of 
Mexico.  The  magistral  article  on  the  stamps  of  Guada- 
lajara, which  was  completed  in  the  same  number,  exhaus- 
ted completely  all  the  learning  on  these  stamps,  so  that 
that  portion  "of  the  "reference  list"  which  related  to 
these  stamps  is  entirely  superseded.  Still,  there  are 
some  discoveries  new  to  me,  and  possibly  to  others,  which 
this  list  has  now  chronicled,  and  for  these  we  ought  to  be 
thankful.  One  of  the  principal  is  the  existence  in  the 
issue  on  coloured  paper  in  1867-8  of  the  4  reales  black  on 
yellow,  surcharged  "Mexico"  in  Gothic  type.  The 
author  of  the  paper  has,  of  course,  seen  it,  or  he  would 
not  chronicle  it,  but  its  existence  was  previously  in 
doubt.  The  same  remarks  also  apply  to  the  3  centavos 
eagle  series,  which  the  author  of  the  paper  has  seen  sur- 
charged with  1865  and  1866. 

The  author  of  the  paper  has  mentioned  the  watermark 
of  the  series  1867  on  pelure  paper  ;  why  has  he  omitted 
that  of  the  series  of  187*2  ? 

In  stating  his  rule  as  to  the  Roman  type  being  the 
characteristic  of  the  imperforated  in  the  1868  series,  and 
the  Gothic  that  of  the  perforated,  I  cannot  but  think 
that  a  more  accurate  statement  would  have  been  that 
this  Roman  type  was,  as  a  rule,  applied  to  stamps  issued 
in  the  country  towns,  which  are  seldom  perforated,  while 
the  Gothic  was  applied  to  the  stamps  issued  in  Mexico. 
I  write  from  recollection,  but  I  cannot  call  to  mind  having 
ever  seen  a  Gothic  inscription  other  than  "Mexico," 
except  "  Morelia." 

However,  if  it  is  only  to  establish  the  existence  of  the 
tres  centavos,  surcharged,  and  the  4  reales  black  on 
yellow  of  1867,  with  Gothic  surcharges,  the  thanks  of 
philatelists  are  due  to  to  the  author  of  the  paper. 

Yours  truly, 

w. 


THE  DOX  CARLOS  STAMPS  AGAIN. 
To  the  Editor  of"  The  Stamp-Collector's  Magazine.*' 
Dear  Sir, —I  have  just  received  (April  18th)  Xo.  8  of 
La  Gazette  des  Timbres,  due  April  \&t.  It  is  very  con- 
siderate of  the  editor  of  the  said  Gazette  not  to  have 
made  April  fools  of  its  subscribers  by  sending  that  num- 


ber, ivhen  due  ;  but  at  pages  o~  and  58  I  read  an  article 
concerning  the  Don  Carlos  stamps,  which  again  raises 
doubt  as  to  their  genuineness.  I  am  very  sorry  for  "Tun 
des  grands  iimbrophiles  espagnols,  le  mieux  renseigne 
sur  les  timbres  de  son  pays,"  but  it  seems  to  me  tl  at  he 
is  not  very  well  informed.  Had  the  editor  of  La  Gazette 
read  my  letter  in  the  April  number  of  The  Stamp-Collec- 
tor's Magazine,  he  would  have  been  able  to  ascertain 
which  way  the  vegetable  grew.  I  wrote  proofs  in  hand  ; 
the  Spanish  gentleman  could  not  have  done. 

There  is  no  regular  postal  service  established  in  the 
provinces  temporarily  under  Carlist  rule  or  misrule ;  but 
there  is  a  postal  service.  The  stamps  with  likeness  of 
Don  Carlos  VII.  ought  to  be  called  war-tax  stamps,  for 
they  are  nothing  but  a  tax,  or  better,  an  imposition  ;  if 
the  Spanish  o  cent,  black  is  to  be  collected  as  a  postal,  the 
Don  Carlos  certainly  is  to  be  placed  side  by  side,  for  both 
have  been  issued  under  similar  circumstances  and  for  the 
same  purpose.  The  amateur  tres-analyste.  quoted  by 
La  Gazette,  cannot  possibly  have  seen  correct  likenesses  of 
either  Don  Carlos  or  Santa  Cruz.  1  beg  to  enclose  photo- 
graphs of  both,  and  you  will  own  that  the  stamp  resembles 
Don  Carlos  greatly,  and  Santa  Cruz  not  at  all. 

The  editor  of  La  Gazette  is  surprised  at  two  things  : 
1st,  that  only  one  value  is  used.  A  war-tax  stamp  is 
only  meant  to  last  for  a  time  ;  one  value  is  quite  sufficient 
for  all  purposes.  People  anxious  to  correspond  with 
their  friends  do  not  mind  paying  the  tax ;  they  may 
grumble,  but  pay  they  must.  If  the  letter  weighs  two, 
three,  or  four  times  the  weight  of  a  single  letter,  two, 
three,  or  four  stamps  are  affixed  ; — this  is  done  very  often 
in  England,  where  there  are  stamps  of  twelve  different 
values. 

2ndly,  that  such  a  quantity  of  these  stamps  should  be  in 
the  market.  "Why  not?  I  should  say  that  is  nothing  but 
natural.  Don  Carlos  prefers  by  far  getting  his  money 
without  trouble,  by  selling  these  labels,  than  with  the 
trouble  of  carrying  the  letters  on  which  they  are  affixed. 

In  conclusion,  if  I,  an  amateur  of  limited  means, 
have  been  able  to  obtain  in  time  of  war,  a  genuine  enve- 
lope bearing  the  Don  Carlos  stamps,  duly  obliterated 
and  haviug  undoubtedly  done  duty,  how  is  it  that,  in 
time  of  peace,  M.  Moens  has  not  yet  been  able  to  produce 
a  single  Russian  local  u<ed  and  postmarked  in  any  nay  ? 
In  all  justice  to  philatelists  this  ought  to  be  done.  There 
is  certainly  much  more  room  for  doubting  the  postal 
character  of  the  Russian  locals  than  that  of  the  Don 
Carlos. 

I  have  no  doubt  the  Spanish  gentleman  is  well  informed 
about  the  stamps  de  son  pays;  but  the  Don  Carlos 
stamps  are  not  Spanish  stamps ;  no  one  would  think  of 
calling  the  so-called  Alsace  and  Lorraine,  French  stamps. 

With  apologies  for  having  taken  up  so  much  of  your 
space. 

I  remain,  dear  Sir, 

Yours  faithfully, 

London,  IF.  H.  A.   DE  JOANNIS. 

[It  appears  to  us  that  there  is  no  need,  in  defence  of  the 
Carlist  stamps,  to  throw  a  slur  on  the  Russian  locals. 
We  do  not  see  the  necessity  of  going  fully  into  the 
question  of  the  difficulty  of  procuring  postmarked  speci- 
mens at  present,  but  unless  our  correspondent  is  prepared 
to  argue  that  our  St.  Petersburg  correspondent,  M.  Moens, 
ourselves,  and  others,  are  either  the  concoctors,  or  the 
dupes,  of  some  vast  and  cleverly  contrived  conspiracy,  we 
cannot  see  how  he  can  argue  that  the  Russian  locals  are 
ot  en  to  doubt.— Ed.] 
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PAPERS  for  BEGINNERS.— No.  XXXVI. 

BY   OVEHY   TAYLOR. 
EUROPE. 

No  one  has  ever  written  a  paper  on  the 
officially-issued  Norwegian  stamps,  probably 
for  the  simple  reason  that  there  is  very  little 
indeed  to  say  about  them.  This  would  be  a 
sufficient  motive  for  my  passing  them  over, 
were  it  not  that  the  plan  on  which  these 
papers  are  based  forbids  the  entire  omission 
of  any  country,  however  unchequered  may 
be  the  history  of  its  stamps. 

The  emissions  of  Norway  form  a  not  un- 
pleasing  array.  They  exemplify  the  three 
principal  classes  of  stamp  design, — -the 
national  arms,  the  eSigy  of  the  Sovereign, 
and  the  numeral  of  value.  They  are  fairly 
engraved,  and  the  arms  series  may  lay  some 
claim  to  delicate  execution. 

The  first  issue,  which  took  place  in  1854, 
was  confined  to  a  single  value,  of  which  the 
type  is  annexed — 

4  skilling,  blue. 

This  stamp  has  that  old- 
fashioned  appearance  which 
characterises  many  first  issues. 
Although  it  was  in  use  only  a 
couple  of  years,  it  has  never 
been  rare,  and,  wonderful  to 
relate,  no  colour  varieties  or 
sub-types  are  known. 
In  1856  the  "head"  series  saw  the  light. 
The  portrait  of  the  king  is  a  striking  one, 
and  there  is  something  rather  French  in  the 
pose.  The  impressions  are  uniformly  clear, 
and  the  paper  is  of  a  stoutish  texture.  The 
four  values,  which  are  as  follow, 

2  skilling,     orange, 

3  ,,  lilac, 

4  „  blue, 
8        „  dull  lake, 

make  a  good  show.     Of  the 
2  skg.  there  is  a  compara- 
tively scarce  pale  yellow  va- 
riety, and  two  shades  of  the  4  sk.  may  be 
noted. 

King  Oscar  died  in  1859,  but  the  stamps 
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bearing  his  effigy  were,  nevertheless,  con- 
tinued in  use  until  1863, 
when  they  were  in  part  su- 
perseded by  the  third  type. 
In  that  year  the  new 

4  skilling,       blue, 

8         „  pale  rose, 

of  the  annexed  design,  with  a  fresh  value, 
the 

24  skilling,  brown, 

were  issued.  A  couple  of  years  elapsed 
before  the  emission  of  the  new 

2  skilling,  yellow, 

— of  which  two  fairly  distinct  shades  may 
be  noted, — and  it  was  not  until  1866  that 
the 

3  skilling.  lilac 

put  in  its  appearance. 

Hardly  had  the  series  been  completed  by 
the  latter  value,  than  it  was  superseded  (in 
1867)  by  a  fourth  type, 
differing  from  its  prede- 
cessor principally  in  the 
repetition  of  the  figure  of 
value  on  either  side  of  the 
abbreviation  skill.,  and 
further  varied  by  the  em- 
ployment of  a  ground  of  jj^SMUajS 
vertical  lines,  instead  ot 
the  former  diaper  pattern.  No  explanation 
of  the  cause  of  the  change  of  type  has  ever 
been  given,  and  it  can  only  be  conjectured 
that  it  was  made  because  the  figure  of  value 
in  the  1863  series  was  not  judged  to  be  suf- 
ficiently prominent.  The  values  of  the  1867 
issue  are  as  follow  : — 

2  shillings,        orange-yellow. 

3  ,,  lilac. 

4  ,,  blue. 

8         ,,  rose  (two  shades). 

The  series  was  completed  in  1868  by  the 
emission  of  a 

1  skilling,  greyish  black. 

The  24  sk.  of  the  1863  type  was  allowed  to 
remain  in  use,  either  because  its  employ- 
ment was  more  limited,  or  it  was  considered 
not  to  possess  the  same  defect  as  its  com- 
panions. 

In  1872-3  the  present  series  was  issued. 
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Its  type  seems  to  some  extent  to  have  been 
modelled  on  that  of  the 
t?fi3iiii§82ii?  current  Danish.  The  alli- 
ance between  particular  co- 
lours and  denominations, 
which  was  maintained 
through  three  successive 
series,  has  been  dissolved 
in  this,  the  fourth.  The 
2  shilling,  which  for  six- 
teen years  had  been  identified  with  yellow, 
comes  out  in  blue  ;  the  3  skg.,  in  lieu  of 
the  old-established  lilac,  is  in  carmine ; 
the  4  skg.  exchanges  its  ancient  blue  livery 
for  a  deep  violet ;  and  even  the  interlop- 
ing 1  skg.  doffs  the  sombre  coat  of  black, 
which  it  had  worn  since  1867,  and  re- 
appears in  a  brilliant  green.  The  7  skg., 
deep  brown,  is  a  new  value,  which  has  pre- 
sumably superseded  the  8  skg.  As  to  the 
24  skg.,  it  appears  to  be  an  extinct  denom- 
ination. 

ENVELOPES  AND  POST  CAKDS.  ' 

The  revolution  in  the  colour  and  design 
o«f  the  adhesives  above  referred  to  was  ac- 
companied by  two  important  innovations. 
Envelopes  and  post  cards  were  issued.  The 
design  of  the  adhesives  did  duty  for  both. 
Of  the  envelopes  there  are  two  values, 
the  3  skg.  carmine  (1872),  and  2  skg.  blue 
(1873).  The  post  card  (issued  in  1872)  is 
a  buff  one,  neatly  bordered,  and  plainly  in- 
scribed ;  in  the  upper  right  angle  it  bears 
the  impress  of  the  3  skg.  in  carmine, 

LOCAL    POSTAGE    STAMPS. 

The  Norwegian  locals  are  noticed  in  every 
catalogue,  and  compartments  are  allotted 
for  them  in  every  album ;  argal,  they  must 
be  entitled  to  respect ;  and  so  I  think  they 
are,  to  a  certain  extent,  but  I  do  not  think 
that  they  deserve  to  be  considered  as  a  very 
important  class  of  stamps.  I  believe  the 
offices  whence  the  stamps  are  issued  do 
really  occupy  themselves  with  the  delivery  of 
letters,  but  I  cannot  help  fancying  that  the 
stamps  are  the  ornamental  adjuncts  to  the 
business,  and  that  their  use  is  optional  ;  nor 
should  I  be  surprised  to  find  that  the  letter- 
carriers  are  more  frequently  employed  as 
messengers,  or,  in  other  words,  commission- 
tlam '.?.      It  is  to  be  desired  that  some  clearer 


account  than  has  hitherto  been  furnished 
should  be  given  of  the  way  in  which  these 
"by-posts"  are  worked.  It  is  said  that 
their  business  is  the  house-to-house  de- 
livery of  letters  which  arrive  by  the  post, 
but  have  they  the  monopoly  of  such  de- 
livery ? — and  is  it  entrusted  to  them  as  a 
matter  of  course  ?  If  so.  I  can  understand 
the  putting  on  of  the  local  stamps,  and  the 
collection  of  the  amount  they  represent  from 
the  receiver  of  the  letter,  though  in  such 
case  I  should  have  thought  that  they  would 
have  been  cancelled,  and  that  the  cancelled 
stamps  would  have  been  nearly  as  common 
as  the  ordinary  Norwegian  adhesives, 
whereas,  in  fact,  a  cancelled  copy  has  never 
been  seen.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  the  offices 
confine  themselves  to  the  delivery  of  letters 
to  persons  who  have  given  them  authority 
to  claim  the  letters  on  their  behalf,  then 
there  is  really  no  need  of  any  local  stamps 
at  all,  unless  as  a  simple  check  on  the 
number  of  deliveries.  As  Norway  is  not  so 
far  away  as  Venezuela,  let  us  hope  that 
these  comments  will  elicit,  from  some  well- 
informed  correspondent  of  the  magazines, 
an  explanation  of  the  scope  and  working 
of  the  local  Norwegian  offices.  Meanwhile, 
let  us  proceed  to  examine  these  emissions, 
reserving  the  question  of  their  relative 
value  to  some  future  time. 

BEIiGEX. 

This  stamp  was  issued  in  1866,  and  was 
only  used  for  about  half-a-year,  as  the  office 
was  not  patronised  by  the 
public.  Such  was  the  in- 
formation furnished  by  a 
Bergen  correspondent  of  a 
foreign  journal  in  1868.  The 
stamp  was  not  known  in 
philatelic  circles  until  a 
year  after  its  suppression, 
and  yet  at  the  present  time,  to  judge  by  the 
price  at  which  it  is  quoted  by  the  principal 
dealers,  it  is  quite  common.  When  the 
correspondent  above  referred  to  was  first 
appealed  to,  the  very  fact  of  the  issue  of  the 
stamp  had  so  completely  passed  out  of  his 
memory,  that  he  denied  that  it  had  been  in 
use,  and  it  was  not  until  some  time  after- 
wards that  he  rcollected  its  employment  It 
might    have    been    supposed   that   a    stamp 


BERGENS 
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which  enjoyed  such  a  brief  currency,  would 
have  been  extremely  rare,  but  though  the 
name  of  the  founder  of  the  local  post  has 
been  lost,  his  works  live  after  him. 

On  the  1st  July,  1868,  the  abandoned 
local  service  was  recommenced,  I  presume, 
by  a  fresh  administration, 
and  the  annexed  stamp, 
printed  in  black  on  rose, 
was  issued.  That  this 
stamp  was  really  in  use 
I  have  good  reason  to 
believe,  having  myself  ob- 
tained a  specimen  of  it 
from  an  acquaintance 
living  in  Bergen,  who  ob- 
tained it  at  the  office.  It 
continued  in  service  until 
1870,  when  the  current  type 
made  its  appearance.  Both 
the  second  and  third  types 
were  issued  perforated.  It 
is  said  that  they  also  exist 
imperforated,  but  if  this  be 
true,  it  is  not  important. 


DRAMMEN. 


The   first   of  the   Drammen  stamps  was 
issued  in  1868  by  some  unknown  person.    It 
was  of  the  annexed  type, 
and  was  printed  in  violet 
on  blue.     Shortly  after  its 
issue  the  post  was  trans- 
ferred to  its  present  direc- 
V^oS^^fi]       tor,  Mr.  J.  B.  Hagens,  who, 
XJ^jPfjjT  yl        to  signalise  the  change  in 
*  Xj  ^y  *|       the  proprietorship,  caused 
the  stamp  to  be  printed  in 
blue  on  white.     After  a  time  it  was   super- 
seded by  the  type-set  production  here  repre- 
sented,   of    which    there    were   two   values 


if         1  Ski  Hint-. 

•4 


* 


^    BREVM/ERKE  fr 

Hg  fra  &> 

1     I.  B.  Hagens  fc 

4» BybudKontor.  ?£» 

=%5         1  Skilling.  #* 


Kontrolmssrke, 

som  Bybudet 
afriver. 


— 1  skg.  black  on  yellow,  and  2  skg.  black 
on  dark  rose.  The  inscription  on  the  right- 
hand  half  signifies  "  Counterfoil,  to  be  de- 
tached by  the  town  messenger."     Upon  its 


DRAM^ffiNSi 


being  found  that  the  counterfoil  was  useless, 
it  was  suppressed,  and  fresh  supplies  of  the 

1  skg.  and  2  skg.  stamps  were  struck   off 
without  it. 

In  1869,  the  type-printed  stamps  were 
definitively  abanofoned,  and  the  first  design 
was  reissued  in  blue  on  rose, 
accompanied  by  a  lithogra- 
phed 2  skg.  lilac,  of  the  an- 
nexed type.  Of  the  latter 
a  fresh  supply  was  struck 
off  in  1870,  in  yellow-green. 
Both  the  lilac  and  the  green 

2  skg.  were  issued  unperfo- 
rated  and  rouletted.  In  1872,  the  design  of 
the  2  skg.  was  redrawn  on  a  rather  larger 
scale,  and  a  new  emission  then  took  place  in 
blue  on  white,  rose,  and  yellow  paper. 

If  my  readers  have  followed  this  brief  re- 
capitulation, they  will  have  noticed  that  not 
less  than  fourteen  varieties  of  Drammens 
stamps  may  be  counted.  These  changes 
have  been  rung  on  the  two  solitary  values — 
1  skg.  and  2  skg. — which  are  necessary  for 
the  local  service ;  the  1  skg.  for  circulars, 
&c,  and  the  two  skg.  for  sealed  letters. 
Decidedly,  in  the  matter  of  stamp  designs, 
Mr.  Hagens  is  fond  of  changes  ;  let  us 
hope  they  do  him  good. 

DROXTIIEUL 

The  Drontheim  post,  though  last  in  alpha- 
betical order,  was  first  in  point  of  time.  It 
was  in  1865  that  the  stamp 
here  represented  was  issued 
by  Mr.  G.  F.  Krogh,  the 
director  of  the  local  service, 
whose  initials  form  the 
monogram  in  the  centre. 
The  value,  which  is  unin- 
dicated,  is  1  skilling.  This 
stamp  would  appear  to  have  been  uninter- 
ruptedly in  use  from  1865  until  1872,.  when 
Mr.  Krogh  made  over  his  undertaking  to 
the  firm  of  br^kstad  and 
CO.  The  new  postal  agents 
brought  out  a  fresh  type, 
bearing  their  name  and  a 
figure  of  value  ;  and  issued 
three  denominations,  viz., 
7T  skilling,  blue ;  1  skg., 
rose  ;  and  2  skff.,  screen. 


~v\r\r\r\s\/~\r\  r\r\r\r\. 
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(Orenburg. 


The  early  issues  of  Oldenburg  are  remark- 
able for  their  neatness  and  finish.  They 
have  the  same  kind  of  artistic  primness  as 
their  Hanoverian  contemporaries.  There  is 
the  same  combination,  at  any  rate  in  the 
first  series,  of  the  useful  numeral  of  value 
with  the  decorative  coat  of  arms  ;  and  there 
is  the  same  peculiarity  noticeable  in  them 
as  in  many  of  the  other  old  German  stamps, 
— they  are  rigidly  rectangular.  Whatever 
vagaries  of  ornamentation  may  be  allowed 
in  the  centre  of  the  German  stamps  of 
ante-Prussian  days,  their  exterior  border 
is  always  composed  of  a  neatly  ruled  double- 
lined  rectangle.  Other  stamps  might  take 
oval,  octagonal,  hexagonal,  or  sinuous-edged 
frames,  the  German  engravers  stuck  fast  to 
their  four- sided  ideal ;  and  it  must  bs  ad- 
mitted that  their  productions  are  not  lacking 
in  a  certain  grave  and  well-balanced  appro- 
priateness. The  first  Oldenburg  type  is  an 
example  in  point.  The  arms 
are  very  carefully  and  clearly 
drawn,  though  on  a  small 
scale ;  the  shield,  containing 
the  value  is  fancifully  de- 
signed ;  and  the  scroll,  which 
frames  it  on  three  sides,  falls 
in  graceful  folds  ;  whilst  the 
subordinate  foliate  ornaments  and  shading 
relieve  and  harmonise  with  the  prominent 
features.  The  repetition  of  the  value  in 
three  different  forms  is  one  of  the  peculi- 
arities of  this  series.  The  central  denomi- 
nation is  a  fractional  one,  as  on  the  first 
Hanoverian;  on  the  right-hand  side  is  its 
equivalent  in  s  ill  er- groschen,  and  on  its  left 
its  equivalent  in  groschen, — an  inferior  and 
apparently  strictly  local  coin,  of  which 
seventy-two  went  to  the  thaler.  This  de- 
scription applies  to  three  values  of  the 
series ;  the  fifth  and  lowest,  the  J  sgr. 
green,  has  the  equivalent  denomination,  4 
schw., — an  abbreviation  of  the  word  schwat\ 
— inscribed  on  each  of  the  lateral  scrolls. 
The  "schwar,"  a  coin  probably  unknown 
out  of  Oldenburg,  is  about  equal  to  a  centime. 
The  lg-\y  th.  blue,  TV  th.  rose,  and  T\  th. 
yellow,  were  issued  in  1851  or  1852 ;  the 
^   sgr.   green  in  1855.       The  three  former 


values  are  tolerably  common  in  an  obliter- 
ated state,  and  the  -^  th.  and  ^  sgr.  unused 
are  not  rare,  but  the  rose  and  yellow  are 
very  difficult  to  obtain  in  an  "  immaculate  " 
condition.  The  yellow  is  found  in  two 
shades,  bright  and  pale,  and  there  is  a 
variety  of  the  blue  with  a  thick  dash  above 
the  a  in  thaler. 

The  second  Oldenburg  type  made  its  ap- 
pearance in  1858,  according  to  M.  Moens  ; 
in  I860,  according  to  Ber- 
ger-Levrault,  whose  date  I 
prefer.  A  change  in  the 
currency  was  probably  the 
motive  for  the  change  in 
type,  for  it  is  not  to  be 
supposed  that  the  "  gros- 
chen"  on  the  second  series 
is  the  same  coin  as  that  to 
which  reference  is  made  on  the  first. 

The    emission   of   1860  was  in   black  on 
colour,  and  consisted  of 

|-  silbergroschen  green. 

1  groschen  blue. 

2  ,,  rose. 

3  ,,  yellow. 

In    1861    it   was    superseded    by  a    similar 
design  in  colour  on  white,  as  follows  : — 
J  silbergroschen  orange. 

i  »  green. 

|  ,,  brown. 

blue. 
rose, 
yellow. 

The  stamps  of  these  two  issues,  with  one  or 
two  exceptions,  are  not  easily  procurable, 
and,  indeed,  the  3  groschen  is  rarely  to  be 
had,  except  on  the  break-up  of  an  old  col- 
lection. The  prices  at  which  they  are  quoted 
in  dealers'  lists  do  not  give  an  idea  of  their 
scarcity,  which  their  short  circulation  fully 
explains.  Whenever  a  chance  occurs  for 
filling  up  a  vacancy  in  either  of  these  emis- 
sions at  a  reasonable  figure,  it  should  be 
taken  advantage  of.  There  are  no  colour 
varieties  in  the  1860  issue,  but  the  1861 
stamps  were  printed  in  a  rather  thick  ink, 
and  two  distinct  shades  can  be  made  out  for 
the  |  gr.,  \  gr.,  1  gr.,  and  3  gr.  The  §  gr. 
is  also  found  with  the  word  ilrittel  misspelt 
in  two  different  wavs,  and  Oldenburg  written 


1  groschen 
3 
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Oldeiburg ;     the    latter  fault  is  repeated  on 
the  3  gr. 

The  differences  b?tween  the  second  and 
third  types,  though  not  striking  at  first  sight, 
are  really  considerable.  In  the  third  issue 
the  crown  is  as  large  again  as  that  in  the 
second ;  the  arms  and  crown  are  on  a  solid 
coloured  ground,  and  the  ends  of  the  scrolls, 
on  which  the  value  is  inscribed,  fill  the 
place,  which  in  the  second  type  is  occupied 
by  the  handle-like  ornaments.  Taken  alto- 
gether, the  third  type  is  less  correctly  de- 
signed, and  less  pleasing,  than  its  predecessor. 

In  1862,  the  Oldenburg  stamps  donned 
the  Prussian  uniform.  The  series  issued 
in  that  year  ranks  with 
the  other  Berlin-invented 
types.  The  type  consists 
simply  of  an  inscribed  oval 
border  enclosing  the  Old- 
enburg arms.  Perhaps  it 
looks  a  trifle  prettier  than 
some  of  its  fellows,  but 
it  is  evidently  one  of  the 
family.  Its  five  values  are 
^  groschen, 


g'reen. 


i         „  orange. 

1  ,,  rose 

2  ,,  ultramarine. 

3  ,,  bistre. 

They  are  commoner  and  cheaper  now  than 
when  they  were  in  use. 

ENVELOPES. 

The  envelope  series  was  brought  out  in 

1860.  There  were  two  issues  of  the  same 
type,  distinguished  by 
simultaneous  changes  in 
the  colour  of  the  values, 
and  in  the  position 
of  the  stamps.  In  the 
first  issue  they  were 
struck  on  the  left  upper 
corner,  and  in  the  second 
issue,  which  took  place 
in    1862,    in    the    right 

upper  corner.     The  values  and  colours  are  as 

follow  : — 

1860.  \  gr.  brown  ;  1  gr.  blue  ;  2  gr.  rose ; 
3  gr.  yellow. 

1862.  -J  gr.  orange  ;  1  gr.  rose  ;  2  gr.  blue  ; 
3  gr.  bistre. 


The  specimens  of  the  first  issue  are  by  no 
means  common,  especially  uncut ;  but  the 
values  of  the  second  are  more  come-at-able. 
It  only  remains  to  be  added,  that  the  \ 
sgr.  and  the  1  sgr.  of  1860  are  each  found 
in  two  opposite  shades,  both  of  which 
should  be  collected. 


NEWLY-ISSUED   OR  IXEDITED 
STAMPS. 

Spain. — The  long-suspected  Carlist  stamp, 
whose  authenticity  has  at  length  been  de- 
monstrated, has  just  received  a  companion, 
or  perhaps  a  successor,  in  the  shape  of  the 
annexed  type.*  We  are  indebted  to  DonM. 
P.  de  Figueroa  for  communication  of  the 
specimen  whence  our  engraving  was  taken. 
He  accompanied  it  with  a  cutting  from  La 
Imprenta,  a  Barcelona  paper  of  the  19th 
April,  which  reads  as  follows  : — 

"In  consequence  of  the  orders  issued  by 
the  Carlists  in  the  mountain  districts  pro- 
hibiting the  circulation  of  letters  which  do 
not  bear  the  stamp  of  their  king,  a  number 
of  letters  reached  our  post-office  yesterday 
on  which,  side  by  side  with  the  legitimate 
stamp,  was  affixed  that  of  the  Carlists.  It 
consists  of  the  bust  of  Don  Carlos  in  pro- 
file ;  above  is  inscribed  Bios  Patria  Eey ; 
below  correos  16  ms.  vn,  and  on  the  sides 
ano  de  1874,  cataluna.  It  is  of  a  red  colour, 
and  coarsely  lithographed.  As  might  have 
been  supposed,  the  letters  have  been  detained 
in  the  post-office." 

It  is  worthy  of  note,  that  whilst  the  first 
stamp  was  inscribed  simply  franqueo,  the 
new-comer  bears  the  word  correos.  The 
former  word  might  be  understood  simply  to 
mean  that  the  letter  had  been,  so  to  speak, 
visee.  The  stamp  might  be  supposed  to 
have  operated  as  a  kind  of  passport  for 
the  letter  to  which  it  was  attached — the 
view  advocated  by  a  correspondent  in  our 
last.  The  term  correos  implies  something- 
more  than  that ;  it  indicates  the  existence  of 


*  ["We  regret  to  have  to  inform  our  readers  that  the 
engraving  which  should  have  illustrated  this  paragraph 
has  been  lost,  with  a  number  of  others,  on  its  way  from 
the  engravers  to  the  office  of  cur  publishers.  The  stamp, 
however,  will  be  re-engraved  for  our  next  number.— Ed.] 
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a  postal  service.  How  far,  however,  the 
inscription  is  authorised  by  the  event  is 
another  question. 

The  value  of  the  stamp  is  16  copper  mara- 
vedis.  We  regret  that  we  are  without 
positive  information  as  to  the  value  of  the 
maravedi,  a  coin  of  which  the  very  name 
has  a  curiously  antique  twang,  but  our  im- 
pression is  that  it  is  very  low,  and  it  may  be 
that  this  new  denomination  is  intended  only 
for  the  prepayment  of  postage  over  short 
distances.  The  word  Cataluna,  perhaps, 
indicates  that  the  circulation  of  the  stamp 
is  confined  to  the  province  of  Catalonia. 

The  date  of  issue  is  pretty  closely  fixed  by 
the  above  extract,  which  speaks  of  the  ar- 
rival of  letters  bearing  the  Carlist  stamps 
"yesterday,"  which  would  be  the  18th  of 
April.  That  the  partisans  of  Charles  VII. 
are  in  earnest  in  insisting  on  the  emplo}r- 
ment  of  the  newly-issued  label,  is  evident 
from  the  following  telegram,  which  no  doubt 
refers  to  it. 

Barcelona,  April  25th. 

At  Vendrell,  Villafranca,  and  Calaf,  the  Carlists  have 
burnt  all  letters  passing  through  the  post  unstamped 
with  the  effigy  of  Don  Carlos. 

This  telegram  curiously  confirms  the  fact  of 
the  existence  of  the  new  type,  of  which  the 
genuineness  and  the  actual  currency  appear 
to  us  to  be  fully  established. 

There  are  strong  rumours,  appearing  to 
be  well  founded,  of  a  new  Republican  issue 
for  this  country. 

Austria. — The  design  described  in  our 
last  turns  out  to  be  a  rejected  essay  for  a 
local  Viennese  emission.  There  seemed  to 
us  to  be  something  suspicious  about  it,  and 
whilst  we  did  not  feel  justified  in  con- 
demning it  offhand,  we  still  thought  it 
necessary  to  refer  to  it  with  considerable 
reserve.  The  specimens  we  described  were 
sent  to  our  publishers  by  Mr.  Friedl,  of 
Vienna,  who  it  appears  was  the  person  by 
whom  the  forged  "  cubiertas "  of  ISTew 
Granada,  to  which  we  recently  alluded,  were 
put  on  the  market.  He  offers  the  Vienna 
series  as  early  copies  of  the  adopted  type, 
whereas  only  one  thing  is  certain  at  present, 
and  that  is  that  they,  at  any  rate,  have  been 
rejected.  The  commune  of  Vienna,  says 
M.  Moens,  to  whom-  the  credit  of  exposing 
the  fraud  is  due,  has  for  some  time  past  been 


negotiating  with  the  postal  department  for 
permission  to  send  its  public  correspondence 
free,  and  it  proposes  to  issue  official  stamps 
of  its  own  for  such  correspondence.  Up  to 
the  present  time  nothing  has  been  decided, 
although  it  is  evident  that  the  commune 
would  not  have  gone  so  far  as  to  examine 
the  designs  submitted  to  it,  and  come  to  a 
definitive  decision  in  respect  of  at  least  one  of 
them,  unless  it  were  tolerably  certain  of  the 
ultimate  concession  of  the  franking  privilege. 
We  may  then,  it  would  seem,  look  forward 
to  the  probability  of  an  issue  of  genuine 
''local  officials"  at  no  distant  date;  mean- 
while we  cannot  do  better  than  pass  sentence 
of  perpetual  banishment  on  the  pretender 
noticed  in  our  last. 

Cabul. — On  page  188  of  the  last  volume 
of  The  Stamp-Collector's  Magazine  will  be 
found  an  extract  from  Messrs.  Grant  &  Co.'s 
circular,  describing  a  set  of  five  stamps 
"  stated  to  have  been  issued  by  the  Ameer  of 
Cabul  "  early  in  the  year  1873.  The  Philate- 
list for  May  contains  an  engraving  of  the 
design  of  the  highest  value,  and  the  editor 
mentions  that  he  has  received  specimens  of 
four  denominations  from  Mr.  W.  Lincoln. 
Our  contemporary  does  not  mention  Messrs. 
Grant  &  Co.'s  description,  which  evidently 
refers  to  the  same 
/  stamps,  but  speaks 
of  them  as  if  they 
had  never  before 
been  heard  of. 
What  may  be  their 
real  worth  no  one 
seems  to  know. 
Messrs.  Grant,  in 
the  words  quoted 
above,  announce 
them  as  stamps 
"stated  to  have  been  issued."  The  editor 
of  The  Phitatelist  has  "  no  data  other  than 
the  well-known  character  of  their  sponsor, 
whom  he  believes  to  be  incapable  of  knowing- 
ly foisting  bogus  things  on  the  public,"  an 
opinion  in  which  we  may  say,  en  passant,  we 
fully  coincide.  But  our  contemporary  does 
not  say  that  Mr.  Lincoln  himself  is  convinced 
of  their  authenticity,  or  in  a  position  to  guar- 
antee it,  and  perhaps  that  gentleman  has 
simply    communicated  the  stamps    as  curi- 
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osities  of  uncertain  character.  We,  for  onr 
part,  will  not  pretend  to  sit  in  judgment  on 
them,  but,  as  aids  towards  forming  an 
opinion,  we  may  inquire,  whether  any  postal 
service  exists  in  Cabul ;  and  also,  whether 
the  tiger's  head,  which  puts  in  a  shadowy 
appearance  in  the  centre  of  the  stamp,  is  an 
emblem  or  armorial  bearing  special  to  Cabul. 
It  behoves  us,  after  our  Pahlunpoor  experi- 
ence, to  be  very  cautious  in  accepting  stamps 
purporting  to  have  been  issued  by  remote 
Indian  principalities.  Let  us  also  remember 
that  the  first  specimen  of  the  Cashmere 
stamps  which  made  their  appearance  on  this 
side  were  obliterated,  whilst  the  Cabul 
designs  are  all,  so  far  as  appears  from  the 
descriptions,  unobliterated.  They  come, 
moreover,  in  sets ;  Messrs.  Grant  were  shown 
five  values ;  Mr.  Lincoln  has  received  four. 
The  former  consisted  of  1  anna,  2  annas, 
and  4  annas,  black  on  white,  and  8  annas 
and  1  rupee,  maroon,  on  "  thin  paper  "  (qy., 
white)  ;  the  four  are  made  up  of  1  anna 
and  4  annas,  black  on  white,  and  8  annas 
and  1  rupee,  mauve,  on  yellowish  paper. 
Hence  it  will  be  seen  that  the  8  annas  and 
1  rupee  exist  both  in  mauve  and  maroon. 
If  the  stamps  be  a  genuine  emission,  they  are 
decidedly  an  interesting  one,  and  it  will  not 
be  long  before  we  receive  fuller  details  con- 
cerning their  employment.  On  the  other 
hand,  if  a  fraud,  they  are  a  carefully  con- 
trived one,  but,  in  such  case,  their  career 
will  be  a  short  and  an  unprofitable  one. 

Russian    Locals. — Kazan  (Kazan). — The 
annexed  type  is  another  of  those  described  in 

our  "July 
list."  Mons. 
Moens  has 
been  mak- 
ing up  his 
account, 
and  he  finds 
that  all  the 
stamps  in 
that  list  have  been  illustrated,  except  the 
first  types  of  Cherson,  Pavlograd,  Atkarsk, 
and  Saratoff,  1869.  He  asks  us  to  appeal  to 
our  St.  Petersburg  correspondent,  and  ob- 
tain from  him  specimens  of  those  stamps,  in 
order  that  by  their  reproduction  the  history 
of  the  Russian   locals   to    the   present   day 
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may  be  rendered  complete.  We  willingly 
transmit  our  confrere's  request,  and  trust 
that  ere  long  the  "missing  links"  will  be 
supplied. 

The  Kazan  stamp  above  engraved  is  an 
exceedingly  plain  affair.  It  is  struck  in  blue 
on  the  flap  of  the  envelope,  and  is  inscribed 

PAID     ENVELOPE      OF     THE      RURAL      POST.       For 

better  security  this  envelope  is  countersigned 
on  the  lower  flaps  in  the  following  terms : — 
"  Member  of  the  Rural  Administration  of  the 
District  of  Kazan.  (Signed)  Horodetzki." 
We  should  almost  imagine  that  the  envelope 
was  for  official  correspondence  only,  and  this 
view  would  be  supported  by  the  difficulty 
M.  Moens's  contributor  had  in  obtaining  a 
specimen.  The  envelope  is  of  wove  greyish 
white  paper, — 6  in.  x  5  in.,  and  no  value  is 
indicated  on  it. 

Bolivia. — From  time  to  time  we  get  in- 
telligence of  the  existence  of  certain  mys- 
terious Bolivian  proofs  or  essays.  Our  en- 
graving represents  a  design 
which  was  discovered  so 
long  since  as  1867,  and  at 
once  condemned.  At  the  end 
of  1871  a  strip  of  eleven 
stamps,  of  a  similar  but  not 
identical  design,  reached 
this  country,  and  was  de- 
scribed at  the  time  in  these  pages.  It 
came  from  a  Bolivian  government  official. 
Fresh  specimens  of  this  second  type  have 
just  been  received  by  The  Philatelist  from  a 
correspondent  who  procured  them  direct 
from  the  town  of  Cobija  in  Bolivia.  The 
frame,  background,  and  inscription  are  those 
of  the  design  above  represented,  but  instead 
of  the  mountains  and  cap  of  Liberty,  the 
second  type  shows  a  large  mountain,  sun 
rising  to  left,  llama  in  front,  stars  below, 
PORTE  to  the  left,  and  value  to  the  right  of 
the  mountain.  All  the  values — J  real,  1 
real,  2  reales,  and  4  reales — are  printed  on 
a  strip  of  paper  cut  vertically.  Our  con- 
temporary's correspondent  does  not  state 
that  these  stamps  are  in  use,  but  vouches 
for  their  authenticity,  and  the  editor  of 
The  Philatelist  concludes  that  they  are 
essays.  If  so,  they  are  very  tantalizing 
ones.  It  is  most  strange  that  whilst  the 
stamps  themselves  are  forthcoming,  no  ex- 
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plana t ion  of  the  circumstances  under  which 
they  -were  produced  can  be  obtained.  Our 
correspondent  received  the  specimens  he 
wrote  about  in  1871,  as  above  stated. 
from  a  government  official  in  Bolivia,  and 
yet,  for  aught  that  appears  to  the  con- 
trary, he  has  never  troubled  to  ask  that 
obliging  official  where  he  procured  them, 
nor  when  they  were  printed.  In  the  same 
way  The  Philatelist's  contributor  t;  vouches 
for  the  authenticity  of  his  copies,"  and  yet 
gives  only  the  name  of  the  town  in  which 
they  were  obtained.  Surely  it  is  in  the  power 
of  one  or  other  of  the  gentlemen  referred 
to  to  get  some  positive  information  about 
the  stamps.  We  do  not  question  their 
character,  but  are  not  satisfied — nor  will 
philatelists  in  general  be  satisfied — with  the 
simple  knowledge  that  they  exist. 

Turkey. — The  stamps  specially  used  for 
the  local  service  of  C  jnstantinople  are  now 
surcharged  in  dark  blue  and  in  red,  as  well 
as  in  black.  The  10  paras  bistre  and  violet, 
and  the  20  paras  and  1  piastre  brown,  of 
the  unpaid-letter  series  are  found  with  both 
blue  and  red  surcharge,  the  1  piastre  yellow 
with  the  blue  only.  Each  differently  co- 
loured surcharge,  says  Le  Timbre-Poste,  is 
a  different  type  ;  notably  the  blue  one  is 
round,  instead  of  oval.  This  would  seem  to 
indicate  that  each  colour  emanates  from  a 
different  office. 

Heligoland. — We  are  informed  that  the 
1st  October,  1873.  was  the  date  of  issue  of 
the  postal  card  with  border. 

Chile. — Our  Valparaiso  [correspondent 
writes  as  follows  : — 

Three  more  varieties  of  the  o  c.  envelope  have  been 
issued.  They  differ  from  the  previous  ones  in  size,  ami 
in  the  paper,  which  is  much  thinner.  I  enclose  a 
specimen  of  the  smallest  size ;  the  other  two  are  equi- 
valent to  the  10  c.  and  20  c.  respectively.  The  2  c.  has 
not  been,  and.I  suppose  never  will  be,  issued. 

The  size  of  the  specimen  received  is  4| 
in.  x  2 1  in.,  the  colour  violet  on  buff. 

Hungary.— It  is  stated  by  L 'Ami  ties 
Timbres  that  a  new  emission  bearing  the 
Hungarian  arms,  in  place  of  the  Emperor  of 
Austria's  effigy,  is  contemplated  for  this 
kingdom. 

Mexico. — T7><5  American  Journal  of  Philate- 
ly announces  .the  early  issue  of  a  series  of 
envelopes  corresponding  in  colours  and  values 


with  the  new  engraved  adhesives.  and  bear- 
,   ing  the  effigy  of  Hidalgo  in  an  oval. 

Corrientes. — We  learn  from  Le  Timbre- 
Poste  that  some  fancy  reprints  of  the  Cor- 
rientes (no  value  indicated)  have  just  made 
their  appearance.  He  has  already  recsived 
an  impression  in  black  on  lilac-rose  paper, 
and  another  in  black  on  dark  blue.  We  trust 
that  collectors  will  not  allow  themselves  to  be 
imposed  on  by  these  specious  copies. 

South  Australia. — It  is  said  that  the  star 
watermarked  threepence  (black  surcharge) 
has  been  seen  with  the  words  too  late 
struck  diagonally  across  it  in  black.  Trinidad 
fashion. 


RAMBLES  AT  HOME  AXD  ABROAD. 

BY   QVELQU'r/X. 

!  The  letter  which  appeared  last  month  in 
this  magazine  from  Mr.  de  Joannis,  ought 
to  settle  most  persons  minds  on  the  question 
of  the    authenticity  or  non-authenticity    of 

j  the  Don  Carlos  one  real  blue  stamps.  Still. 
the  attack  upon  them  has  been  so  hot. 
that  we  find  doubts  remaining  in  the 
minds  of  even  some  of  the  first  philatelists 
of  the  day.  Many  of  the  objections  ad- 
vanced by  the  editor  of  La  Gazette  des  Tim- 
bres have  been  disposed  of  by  Mr.  de  Joan- 
nis's  letter,  and  it  may  seem  like  slaying  a 
dead  man  to  say  more  on  the  subject ;  but 
as  one  or  two  points  not  touched  upon  by 
that  gentleman  have  been  relied  upon  as 
proofs  of  the  stamps  being  humbugs,  we 
think  it  may  not  be  unprofitable  to  notice 
them. 

On  the  first  appearance  of  the  stamps 
a  fatal  blot  was  remarked — the  absence  of  a 
circumflex  over  the  N  in  Espafla.  Shortly 
afterwards  they  appeared  with  a  circumflex, 
the  error  having  been  corrected.  This  was 
explained  by  M.  de  Saint- Saud,  from  whom 
M.  Moens  in  July  last  obtained  the  first 
copy,  by  saying  that  the  stamp  was  engraved 
in  Bayonne,  and  printed  first  on  ordinary 
paper,  and  then  on  thick  paper  as  at  present; 
that  two  transfers  were  made,  the  first  of 
which  was  printed  off  on  the  ordinary  paper, 
the  second  on  the  thick  paper,  and  that  the 
error  was  corrected  on  the  second  transfer. 
It  is  now  found  that  obliterated  copies  of 
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the  stamp  without  the  circumflex  are  rare. 
Out  of  at  least  200  obliterated  stamps,  only 
one  copj  was  found  without  the  circumflex, 
and  this  was  on  thick  paper. 

No  fair  argument  can,  we  think,  be  derived 
from  the  fact  that  large  numbers  of  unob- 
literated  copies  were  obtained  before  the 
appearance  of  any  obliterated  copies,  and 
probably  even  b afore  their  actual  employ, 
certainly  long  before  their  authorised  and 
established  use.  We  know,  however,  the 
source  from  whence  the  principal  supplies 
came,  and  are  satisfied  that  it  was  a  legiti- 
mate one  in  more  senses  than  one,  unless  the 
whole  issue  was  a  swindle  on  the  part  of 
Don  Carlos  himself. 

It  is  clear  from  the  circulars  quoted  in 
the  February  number  of  this  magazine,  and 
in  the  May  number  of  Le  Timbre-Poste,  that 
the  objection  grounded  on  the  value  being- 
expressed  in  reales  is  worthless.  The  first 
of  these  circulars  is  dated  from  Du- 
rango,  near  Bilbao,  the  22nd  November, 
1873,  and  organises  a  postal  service  in  the 
Basque  provinces  and  Navarre,  The  second 
circular  is  dated  from  Elizondo,  the  Carlist 
headquarters  in  Navarre,  December  13th, 
1873,  and  establishes  a  postal  service  from 
the  1st  of  January  along  certain  lines  of 
road,  and  to  Bayonne,  for  foreign  letters. 
From  the  postmarks  on  the  envelopes  which 
are  found  with  the  blue  1  real  Don  Carlos 
stamp,  it  is  clear  that  these  two  circulars 
have  reference  to  this  stamp,  and  not  to  any 
prospective  issue. 

But  we  have'  not  found  that  the  use  of 
this  stamp  has  extended  beyond  the  Basque 
provinces  and  Navarre.  Towards  the  end  of 
April  last  a  telegram  appeared  in  some  of 
the  London  papers,  dated  from  Barcelona, 
stating  that  at  several  points  letters  falling 
into  the  hands  of  the  Carlists,  not  bearing 
the  stamps  of  Don  Carlos,  were  immediately 
destroyed.  May  there  not,  therefore,  be  two 
stamps  of  Don  Carlos — one  doing  duty  in 
the  Basque  provinces  and  Navarre,  and  the 
other  in  Catalonia  ?  Is  this  latter  the  pink 
stamp  whose  advent  is  already  announced  ?* 

Another    question    has,     however,     been 

*  [Our  contributor's  guess  is  a  right  one,  as  will  be 
seen  on  reference  to  our  article  on  newly-issued  stamps.— 
Ed.] 


mooted  by  Mr.  de  Joannis  in  his  letter.  After 
habilitating  the  Carlist  stamps,  which  were 
first  brought  into  notice  by  M.  Moens,  he 
goes  on  to  say,  "In  conclusion,  if  I,  an 
amateur  of  limited  means,  have  been  able  to 
obtain,  in  time  of  ivar,  a  genuine  envelope 
bearing  the  Don  Carlos  stamp  duly  oblite- 
rated, and  having  undoubtedly  done  duty, 
how  is  it  that  in  time  of  peace  M.  Moens  has 
not  yet  been  able  to  produce  a  single  Russian 
local  used  and  postmarked  in  any  way?  In 
all  justice  to  philatelists  this  ought  to  be 
done.  There  is  certainly  much  more  room 
for  doubting  the  postal  character  of  the 
Russian  locals,  than  that  of  the  Don  Carlos." 

What  is  the  meaning  of  this  ?  Is  it  an 
attempt  to  discredit  the  Russian  locals,  and 
to  place  them  on  a  footing  of  equality  with 
the  Hamburg  locals  and  Dresden  ;'  express" 
stamps  ?  Because,  if  so,  we  may,  we  think, 
congratulate  the  editor  of  La  Gazette  des 
Timbres  in -having  found  a  champion  for 
whom  he  has  long  been  looking  in  vain. 
If,  on  the  other  hand,  it  is  intended  as  an 
attack  on  M.  Moens,  it  is  not  our  purpose 
to  take  up  his  defence.  If  he  think  fit  so 
to  do,  he  is  perfectly  able  to  defend  himself, 
and  it  will  be  found  that  he  can  bark  and 
bite  too.  We  do  not  pretend  to  set  up  his 
infallibility,  but  from  long  knowledge  of 
him  during  years  of  collecting,  he  is,  in  our 
opinion,  entirely  incapable  of  cultivating 
such  vegetables  as  M.  de  Joannis  refers  to 
in  his  letter,  and  if  by  chance  such  a  plant 
should  make  its  appearance  in  his  garden, 
he  would  be  the  first  to  root  it  out  effectually 
the  moment  its  appearance  was  recognised 
by  him. 

But  why  call  on  M.  Moens  to  produce 
"genuine  obliterated  copies"  of  the  Russian 
locals  ?  What  has  he  to  do  with  them  more 
than  others  ?  He  was  not  the  Christopher 
Columbus  of  these  stamps.  He  did  not 
discover  the  mine,  though  since  it  has  been 
discovered  he  has  worked  it  more  energeti- 
cally than  his  fellows.  If  our  readers  will 
take  the  trouble  to  refer  to  page  124  of  this 
magazine  for  the  past  year,  they  will  there 
find  that  the  first  stamp  brought  under  the 
notice  of  collectors  was  the  original  5  kop. 
Bogorodsk  blue,  sent  to  the  proprietors  of 
this  magazine,  that  this  copy  was  "  obliter- 
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ated,  and  was  one  of  the  few  used  Russian 
locals  which  have  made  then'  way  over  here." 
This  copy  served  for  the  engraving  given 
in  the  July  number  for  1869.  but  previously 
to  this.  Le  Timbre-Poste,  in  its  June  number, 
had  stated  that  further  information  must  be 
awaited  before  its  admission  into  the  great 
familv.  In  a  paper  read  before  the  Phila- 
telical  Society,  on  the  29th  of  May.  1869, 
Mr.  Hayns.  brought  before  the  society  this 
same  stamp,  and  stated  that  he  knew  of 
only  two  specimens  then  in  England,  both 
of  which  were  obtained  from  the  wife  of  the 
governor  of  one  of  the  cities  of  the  north 
of  Russia. 

In  the  same  July  number  of  this  magazine, 
in  which  appeared  the  engraving  of  the 
Bogorodsk  stamp,  an  engraving  appeared 
of  a  second  local,  that  for  Borovitchi.  This 
was  engraved  from  a  stamp  obliterated  by 
a  pemnark,  and  sent  to  a  collector  in  Paris 
by  a  clerk  in  the  Russian  post-office,  who 
had  himself  detached  it  from  the  letter. 
Another  copy  of  this  stamp,  also  obliterated 
with  a  penmark  resembling  an  initial,  is  to 
be  found  in  the  collection  of  M.  de  Ferrari. 

TTe  can  accumulate  instances  of  the  exist- 
ence of  stamps  of  other  localities,  obliterated, 
some  by  penmarks,  others  by  handstamps. 
The  stamp  for  Soummy,  which  served  as  the 
type  for  the  engraving  given  in  this  maga- 
zine, was  an  obliterated  copy  supplied  by 
Mr.  Hayns  ;  and  the  1  kop.  blue,  the  only 
one  we  believe  which  is  known,  is  an  ob- 
literated copy  now  in  the  possession  of  a 
collector  at  Hamburg.  TTe  have  seen  the 
Valdai  and  the  Skopin  obliterated.  The 
"Woltschansk,  which  served  for  the  engrav- 
ing, and  is  now  in  the  hands  of  a  collector 
of  Rome,  who  received  it  from  a  friend  in 
Russia,  was  obliterated  so  heavily  with  a 
handstamp  bearing  the  name  of  the  town, 
as  to  lead  to  the  belief,  at  first,  that  the 
stamp  belonged  to  Wolynska. 

We  close  our  ramble  with  one  or  two 
words  to  young  collectors. 

In  the  first  place,  do  not  run  away  with 
the  notion  that  a  stamp  is  a  humbug  or, 
what  the  French  call  a  Garotte,  because  un- 
obliterated  copies  are  plentiful,  and  oblite- 
rated ones  unattainable.  For  example,  the 
.stamps   for   the    Ionian  Islands  were    very 


common  unobliterated.  but  we  were  years 
before  we  found  a  set  obliterated  whose 
parentage  was  above  suspicion.  But  let  our 
readers  turn  to  a  letter  which  appeared  in 
this  magazine  for  last  year,  page  176,  and 
to  the  reply  at  page  191. 

Again,  do  not  be  satisfied  that  a  stamp 
has  served  the  purpose  of  franking  a  letter 
merely  because  you  find  it  obliterated,  nor 
indulge  in  the  idea  that  there  must  be  some 
wonderful  interchange  of  postal  relations 
between  two  countries,  because  you  find  the 
stamp  of  one  country  bearing  the  oblite- 
rating mark  of  another.  A  dealer  once 
showed  us  the  engraving  of  a  TTenden 
stamp  that  had  been  cut  from  one  of  the 
catalogues,  and  forwarded  to  Russia  for  the 
purpose  of  showing  the  issue  he  required. 
The  pattern  was  returned  to  him  stuck  on 
the  outside  of  the  envelope  containing  the 
stamps  he  asked  for,  and  obliterated  with 
the  Russian  obliterating  stamp.  The  French 
post-offices  generally  obliterate  everything 
that  they  find  on  the  face  of  a  letter  which 
resembles  a  postage  stamp.  TTe  have  seen 
an  hotel  label  stuck  on  the  left-hand  cor- 
ner of  a  letter  duly  obliterated,  and  we 
afterwards  tried  whether  an  English  penny 
stamp  would  undergo  obliteration;  we 
found  that  it  did,  though  it  had  no  part  in 
franking  the  letter,  like  the  stamp  mentioned 
in  vol.  xi.,  p.  151  of  this  magazine. 

Lastly,  when  the  value  of  a  stamp  is  de- 
pendent on  its  obliteration,  carefully  ex- 
amine in  what  the  obliteration  consists,  the 
more  so,  if  there  be  any  inconsistency  in  the 
obliteration ;  and  in  the  case  of  pen-and-ink 
obliterations,  if  taken  alone,  require  a  pedi- 
gree as  accurate  as  if  you  were  purchasing 
a  race-horse. 


OUR   CONTEMPORARIES. 

The  Philatelist. — Our  contemporary's  carte 
for  May  is  made  up  of  the  usual  appetising 
items.  The  article  on  "  Recent  and  Unde- 
scribed  Emissions "  comes  first,  and  in  due 
order  is  succeeded  by  "  The  Philatelic  Press.'* 
:"  The  Spud  Papers."'  and  a  lengthy  report  of 
the  Philatelic  Society's  April  meeting. 

Writing  on  the  new  sub-type  of  the  Eng- 
lish sixpenny,  the  editor  remarks  that  the 
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minute  numerals  in  the  different  denomina- 
tions prove  the  larger  number  of  certain 
values  employed  in  proportion  to  that  of 
others.  The  sixpenny  is  now  numbered  13, 
the  fourpenny  bears  the  same,  the  threepenny 
shows  12  only,  the  twopenny  has  14.  While 
the  little-used  ninepenny  is  marked  4  only, 
the  modern  halfpenny  has  already  reached 
10,  and  the  universal  penny  of  the  latest 
issue  is  marked  143. 

We  observe  from  the  editor's  observations 
under  the  head  of  Spain,  that  Mr.  de 
Joannis's  specimens  have  convinced  him, 
as  they  did  us,  of  the  genuineness  of  the 
Carlist  stamp. 

The  "  Spud  Paper  "  for  May  is  occupied 
with  descriptions  of  forgeries  of  the  rectan- 
gular stamps  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  and 
the  5  franc  French.  The  former  are  so 
badly  done  that  only  very  young  collectors 
can  be  deceived  by  them,  but  the  French 
stamp  is  more  carefully  got  up.  It  is,  how- 
ever, only  the  tout  ensemble  which  is  decep- 
tive ;  the  details  exhibit  wide  divergencies  ; 
the  lettering  is  thick  and  clumsy,  the  Greek 
border  ditto,  and  there  is  no  cedilla  to  the  c 
in  PRAN9AIS ;  the  perforation,  moreover,  is 
ragged,  coarse,  and  imperfect. 

Among  the  postal  scraps  we  notice  an 
item  communicated  by  the  Rajah  of  Sara- 
wak, to  the  effect  that  the  first  Sarawak 
stamps  were  issued  in  the  spring  of  1869, 
and  on  the  arrival  of  the  stamps  now  current 
there  the  surplus  stock  of  the  former  issue 
was  burned,  only  a  few  specimens  being  re- 
tained: such  being  the  case,  the  first  "Sara- 
wakians  "  ought  to  go  up  in  price. 

L'Ami  cles  Timbres  for  April  20  is  exclu- 
sively occupied  with  a  chronicle  of  new  post- 
al and  fiscal  issues.  Among  the  postal  items 
we  notice  a  reference  to  a  letter  posted  at 
Marseilles  during  the  war,  which  bore  a 
fanciful  handstamped  device,  consisting  of  a 
Phrygian  bonnet  in  the  centre  of  an  inscribed 
circle ;  but,  to  use  a  common  expression, 
we  cannot  see  the  sense  of  it.  It  is  with 
a  slightly  malicious  satisfaction,  that  we 
notice  that  the  collectors  of  fiscal  stamps 
have  been  to  some  extent  "sold"  by  a 
reported  issue  of  municipal  fiscals  for  the 
town  of  Catania,  in  Italy.  It  would  seem 
that  local  duty  stamps  are  quite  the  rage  at 


present,  and  especially  those  issued  by 
various  Italian  towns.  A  Leghorn  specula- 
tor, M.  Torres,  saw  his  way  to  a  good  in- 
vestment in  connection  with  this  passion  for 
fiscals.  He  got  up  a  design  and  sent  it  to 
the  town  council  of  Catania,  with  a  sugges- 
tion that  they  should  collect  their  duties  in 
future  by  stamps.  The  secretary  replied 
that  they  would  think  it  over,  but  without 
waiting  for  his  final  decision  M.  Torres  sent 
out  a  lot  of  soi-disant  Catanian  fiscals  to  the 
dealers,  and  now  they  are  being  returned  on 
his  hands. 

Le  Timbre-Poste. — The  list  of  new  issues 
in  the  May  number  is  a  brief  one,  and 
consequently  leaves  place  for  a  greater 
number  of  miscellaneous  articles,  two  of 
which  are  devoted  to  Spanish  issues.  There 
is  in  the  first  place  a  verbatim  copy  of  the 
Carlist  decree  of  the  15th  December,  1873, 
of  which  we  gave  the  purport  some  months 
back  ;  and,  secondly,  there  is  a  paper  on 
certain  pretended  accidental  errors  in  the 
Spanish  post  cards,  which  is  very  useful. 
The  double  cards  are  now  found  with  the 
word  Tar j  eta  spelt  Tar  get  a,  like  the  first 
5c;  and  in  M.  Moens's  opinion  they  have 
been  got  up  merely  with  a  view  to  dupe 
collectors.  The  short  paper  on  the  Com- 
munal Stamp  of  Vienna  has  been  referred 
to  in  our  article  on  novelties.  The  remain- 
ing article  in  the  number  before  us  consists 
of  a  further  instalment  of  Dr.  Magnus's 
comprehensive  monograph  on  stamped  en- 
velopes, in  which  the  learned  doctor  treats 
of  the  issues  of  Transvaal  and  Mauritius, 
and  of  the  unofficial  and  probably  worthless 
essays  for  Egypt. 

The  American  Journal  of  Philately  for  the 
20th  April  opens  with  the  second  half  of 
the  article  on  the  stamps  of  Guadalajara, 
by  the  Vice-President  of  the  Philatelical 
Society  ;  then  follows  the  continuation  of 
Omega's  useful  paper  on  the  Argentine 
Stamps  ;  and  to  that  succeeds  the  opening 
chapter  of  an  article,  by  Mr.  C.  H.  Coster, 
on  "  The  United  States  Locals  and  their 
History,"  which  promises  to  be  of  greater 
value  than  any  previous  article  on  the  same 
subject.  It  is  copiously  illustrated  with 
very  accurate  engravings.  "  Newly-Issued 
Stamps"    and    "Our     Philatelic    Contem- 
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poraries "  are  the  next  articles ;  and  then 
comes  a  letter  by  "  F.  C.  de  M.,"  to  the 
effect  that  he  has  ascertained  that  the  por- 
trait on  the  60  c.  Argentine  stamp  is  that 
of  Juan  de  Posadas  and  not  Geruaslo  de 
Posodas,  as  given  by  ns.  The  latter  is  the 
name  of  the  present  postmaster,  and  The 
American  Journal  of  Philately  thinks  the 
correction  important,  lest  people  should 
run  off  with  the  idea  that  the  60  c.  was 
a  kind  of  South  American  "  Connell,"  but 
in  our  list  it  will  be  found  that  Gervacin 
Antonio  de  Posadas  was  named  in  1814 
First  Supreme  Director  of  the  Republic  of 
the  United  Provinces  of  La  Plata,  so  that 
it  is  hardly  possible  to  make  a  mistake. 
On  this  weak  peg  our  contemporary  hangs 
a  page  of  commentary  ;  and  inveighs  against 
his  English  confreres  with  vigour,  declaring 
that  they  will  not  acknowledge  their  in- 
debtedness to  American  publications,  citing 
a  phrase  from  The  Philatelist  in  proof.  We 
have  no  need  to  defend  our  Brighton  con- 
temporary, but  we  should  be  glad  if  The 
American  Journal  of  Philatel;/  could  point 
out  a  single  instance  in  which  we  have 
profited  by  the  information  contained  in 
its  pages ;  and  if  that  journal  does  not 
allude  to  us — as,  in  fact,  it  hardly  can — 
it  would  be  much  fairer  to  put  its  attack 
into  more  precise  terms.  In  any  case,  our 
American  contemporary  is  hardly  acting 
prudently  in  throwing  the  first  stone,  for 
we  have  repeatedly  had  to  call  attention 
to  the  unblushing  manner  in  which  articles 
are  reprinted  in  his  pages  with  little  or  no 
acknowledgment  whatever. 

REVIEWS  of  POSTAL  PUBLICATIONS. 

Album  Illustre  'pour  Timbres-Poste  et  Tele- 
graphe.  By  J.  B.  Moexs.  Tenth 
Edition,  1874  Brussels  :  J.  B.  Moens. 
Comparisons  are,  perhaps,  odious,  but  we 
must  frankly  avow  a  decided  preference  for 
the  Moens  album  over  that  of  the  late  M. 
Lallier.  In  all  essential  points  the  former 
is  much  superior  to  the  latter ;  and  in 
giving  expression  to  our  judgment  in  the 
matter  we  are  not  assuming  to  lead  public 
opinion,  we  are  simply  following  it ;  for  the 
best  proof  of    the   extensive  popularity  ac- 


quired by  Moens's  album  is  afforded  by 
the  speedy  exhaustion  of  the  ninth  edition, 
and  the  consequent  issue  of  its  successor.* 

From  434  pages,  the  new  edition  springs 
to  46  7 ;  and  the  780  engravings  of  the  ninth 
have  received  a  reinforcement  of  320  in  the 
tenth.  These  are  eloquent  facts,  and  the 
idea  they  give  of  the  fulness  of  the  work  is 
borne  out  by  an  examination  of  the  "contents 
in  detail.  Thus  we  find  that  for  the  Russian 
local  stamps  no  less  than  116  spaces  are 
allotted.  The  Hungarian  page  has  com- 
partments for  thirty  stamps,  and  the  re- 
quirements of  the  Moldo-Wallachian  issues 
are  met  by  an  allotment  of  over  eighty 
squares. 

From  these  examples  it  will  be  seen  that 
the  album  is  compiled  on  such  a  comprehen- 
sive plan  as  to  suffice  for  the  wants  of  all 
classes  of  collectors,  save  that  small  percent- 
age whose  acquisitions  necessitate  the  em- 
ployment of  blank  books.  The  catalogue  in 
English  and  French,  which  runs  through  the 
work,  facing  the  pages  to  which  its  descrip- 
tions refer,  is  concise,  but  clear  and  complete, 
and  coupled  with  the  accompanying  engrav- 
ings it  forms  a  sure  guide  and  preceptor  to 
the  novice. 

There  is  but  one  feature  in  the  new  album 
which  merits  anything  like  positive  dis- 
approval, and  that  is  the  encouragement 
given  to  the  reprehensible  practice  of  col- 
lecting merely  the  stamps  on  the  post  cards, 
and  not  the  entire  cards.  The  spaces 
reserved  for  the  cards  are  not  more  than  an 
inch- and-a- quarter  square,  and  if  they  are  to 
be  filled,  it  can  only  be  with  fractions  of  the 
cards  for  which  they  are  intended.  We  can 
understand,  if  we  do  not  admire,  the  system 
of  cutting  out  the  stamps  of  envelopes. 
Those  who  follow  it  can,  at  any  rate,  plead 
that  the  rest  of  the  envelope  is  simply  so 
much  blank,  and  generally  uninteresting, 
paper,  but  the  veriest  tyro  can  hardly  be  blind 
to  the  fact  that  the  impressed  stamp  alone 
cannot  adequately  represent  the  entire  post 
card.  The  idea  of  cutting  out  the  one  cent 
stamp   from  the   Newfoundland    card,    and 

*  Injustice  to  Lallier's  album,  we  must  mention  that 
a  new  edition,  from  which  fiscals  are  excluded,  has  been 
issued  ;  this  new  edition  may  be,  and  we  hope  is,  free 
from  the  faults  which  characterised  its  predecessors. 
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throwing  the  rest  away,  is  simply  ridiculous, 
and  it  would  have  been  better  to  have 
omitted  the  post  cards  altogether,  than  sug- 
gest such  a  mutilation. 

This  much  said,  our  sole  indictment 
against  the  book  is  disposed  of.  Our  review 
would  not  have  been  an  honest  one  had  we 
not  presented  it,  and  we  trust  it  will  lead  to 
an  amendment  in  the  next  edition.  It  is  not 
a  blemish  of  such  importance  as  to  affect  the 
value  of  the  work;  for  the  collector  is  per- 
fectly free  to  use  the  post  card  squares  for 
adhesives,  and  keep  his  cards  in  a  separate 
book.  Moreover,  it  is  to  our  mind  pretty 
well  compensated  for  by  the  total  exclusion 
of  the  Hamburg  locals.  As  no  space  is  left 
for  them,  the  semi-recognition  they  have 
hitherto  enjoyed  ceases,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped 
that  these  homeless  humbugs  will  now  be 
consigned  to  the  limbo  of  forgotten  things. 
They  have  been  fairly  crowded  out  of  the 
album  by  more  respectable  tenants,  and  our 
only  regret  is  that  they  have  been  counte- 
nanced so  long. 

We  cannot  pretend  to  dwell  on  the  con- 
tents of  the  wrork  in  detail.  The  author's 
name  is  a  guarantee  for  substantial  accuracy, 
and  it  is  backed  by  the  reputation  the  album 
itself  has  gained  in  the  course  of  a  ten  years' 
existence.  It  might  be  possible  to  point  out 
an  omission  here  and  a  redundancy  there — 
we  do  not  assert  that  it  is  so — but  the  worth 
of  such  a  work  as  the  one  under  review  is  not 
affected  by  such  minute  flaws  as  are  visible 
only  to  the  hypercritical  eye.  Suffice  it  to 
say,  that,  taken,  altogether,  Mons.  Moens's 
album  is  entitled  to  rank  as  the  most  com- 
plete and  the  best  arranged  that  has  hither- 
to been  produced,  and  we  heartily  recom- 
mend it  to  our  friends. 

POSTAL  CHIT-CHAT. 

Post  Cards  between  Belgium  and  Switzerland. 
— A  supplementary  clause  has  been  added  to  the  Postal 
Treaty  concluded  between  Switzerland  and  Belgium  in 
1872,  introducing  the  use  of  post  cards  between  those 
two  countries,  at  a  charge  of  15  centimes.  The  new 
reguhv.ion  will  probably  come  into  force  on  the  1st  of  June. 

Imperial  Parliament. — May  14. — International  Post 
Cards. — In  reply  to  Mr.  Seely,  Lord  J.  Manners  said  a 
telegram  was  received  on  the  20th  July  last  from  the 
Postmas'er-general  of  the  United  States,  proposing  that 
post  cards  should  be  permitted  to  be  sent  from  one 
country  to  the  other  for  a  total  postage  of  Id.,  or  2  cents 


each.  Post  cards  were  transmitted  between  Germany 
and  the  United  States  at  a  postage  of  two  cents  or  one 
groschen  each. 

The  Stamps  of  Sarawak.— Both  series  of  stamps 
were  produced  by  Messrs.  Maclure  and  Macdonald,  37, 
Walbrook,  E.  C.  The  foimer  issue  was  made  in  June, 
1868,  and  put  into  circulation  in  the  spring  of  1869.  On 
the  arrival  in  Sarawak  of  the  stamps  (made  in  September, 
1870),  which  are  now  current,  the  surplus  stock  of  the 
former  issue  was  burned,  a  few  specimens  only  being  re- 
tained.—  'Lhc  Philatelist. 

Death  of  a  Stamp  Engraver. — M.  Matraire,  the  en- 
graver of  the  Sardinian  stamps,  to  whom  are  due  the  first 
four  series  of  postage  stamps  and  the  first  revenue  and 
passport  issues,  died  at  Turin  early  in  March.  AIL  his 
stamps  are  compound  impressions,  lithographed  and 
embossed.  He  asserted  that  impressions  in  white  relief 
possessed  certain  peculiarities,  which  rendered  easy  the 
detection  of  forgeries  at  first  glance.  One  thing,  however, 
is  certain,  and  that  is,  that  their  poverty  rendered  them 
unworthy  of  a  country  enjoying  such  an  artistic  repu- 
tation as  Italy,  and  that  the  productions  of  Messrs. 
De  La  Rue  and  his  pupils  in  the  Turin  manufactory  re- 
placed them  with  advantage. — Le  Timbre-Fiscal. 

Sending  a  Silk  Dress  by  Post. — A  Cornish  paper 
states  that  a  woman  brought  a  large  bundle  to  a  post- 
office  in  the  mining  district,  sa}Ting  she  wanted  to  send 
that  to  California.  On  being  asked  whether  she  had  any 
idea  of  the  cost  of  such  a  mode  of  transit,  she  explained 
that  the  parcel  must  go  by  post  whatever  the  expense 
might  be.  A  Cornish  miner,  she  said,  had  piomised  his 
wife  or  sweetheart  a  real  good  English  black  silk  dress, 
and  a  handsome  white  feather,  and,  knowing  that  the 
Yankees  overhaul  commercial  packages  chargeable  with 
duty  to  the  detriment  of  their  contents,  he  insisted  on 
this  mode  of  conveyance.  It  only  remained,  therefore, 
to  repack  the  dress  in  the  most  convenient  form,  and  to 
plaster  the  parcel  with  fifteen  of  the  big  five-shilling 
stamps  (the  highest  value  issued),  and  by  this  time,  no 
doubt,  the  generous  miner  has  redeemed  his  promise. 

Decayed  Posimen. — We  perceive  that  a  society  has 
been  established  for  the  relief  of  the  widows  and  children 
of  decayed  postmen.  \Ye  have  heard  of  decayed  teeth 
and  decayed  cheese,  but  a  decayed  postman  is  an  article 
we  have  never  yet  encountered.  The  individual  who 
brings  us  our  letters  is  certainly  running  to  seed,  as  far 
as  his  wardrobe  is  concerned,  but  he  gives  no  symptoms 
of  personal  decay,  at  least  at  present.  A  postman  in 
ruins,  must,  we  should  think,  have  a  very  picturesque 
appearance.  Whether  Jenkins  comes  under  the  denomi- 
nation of  a  "  decayed  postman,"  is,  however,  a  question. 
His  offspring,  if  he  has  any,  must  be  certainly  objects  of 
the  deepest  commiseration.  If  our  mite  can  be  of  any 
use,  the  Secretary  of  the  Society  may  apply  for  it  at  the 
Punch  Office. — Punch. 

Carlist  Postage  Stamps. — The  Spanish  government, 
in  view  of  the  increased  marauding  of  the  Carlists,  has 
established  a  line  of  steamers  on  the  Mediterranean  coast, 
to  run  from  Barcelona  to  Valencia.  The  Carlists  some 
days  ago  sent  a  communication  to  the  post-office  directors 
in  Catalonia,  warning  them  that  all  letters  sent  after  the 
loth  of  April  not  bearing  the  Carlos  VII.  postage  stamp, 
would  be  seized  and  burned.  People  thought  this  only 
Carlist  bravado,  and  laughed  at  the  idea.  But  it  has 
proved  no  joke,  and  the  trains  have  been  stopped  and  the 
correspondence  burned  just  as  was  threatened.  Yesterday 
the  train  from  Culaff  was  stopped,  and  both  official  and 
private  correspondence  burned.     Among  other  papers  of 
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importance  a  packet  containing  70,000  dollars  in  Govern- 
ment securities  was  also  consigned  to  the  flames. — 
The  Echo. 

Trying  Experiments. — A  philatelic  friend  of  ours 
experimented  on  our  native  post  officials,  to  see  if  they 
would  pass  anything  like  a  stamp,  in  the  sax.e  manner 
with  the  Spanish  postmasters.  The  consequence  is,  that 
we  have  a  penny  English  diagonally  divided,  and  affixed 
to  a  letter,  with  an  interval  of  at  least  one-tenth  of  an 
inch  between  the  portions,  and  another  quartered  and 
stuck  on  so  as  to  present  the  appearance  of  the  current 
Spanish  journal  stamps,  or  long  disused  Brunswick  or 
Mecklenburg  four-quarter  groschen !  We  confess  to  some 
surprise  that  these  queer-looking  articles  were  not 
surcharged  with  double  postage,  because  it  would  be  easy 
to  cut  off  clean  portions  of  cancelled  specimens,  and  affix 
them  in  a  similar  way.  The  official  who  passed  them 
was  not  so  particular  as  the  idiot  who  charged  double  for 
a  post  card  we  sent  a  friend,  labelling  it — "  Containing 
information  of  the  nature  of  a  letter  "  !—  The  Philatelist. 

Testing  the  Sagacity  of  the  Post-Oefice. — A 
correspondent  of  The  Times  makes  public  the  result  of  an 
experiment  he  tried  with  a  view  of  testing  the  powers  of 
the  post-office  clerks.  He  wrote  a  post  card  to  a  friend, 
and  wrote  both  the  contents  and  address  in  shorthand. 
Within  three  hours  of  posting,  the  gentleman  to  whom  it 
was  addressed  received  the  card,  the  address  having  been 
translated  in  red  ink.  The  writer  was  considerably 
gratified  at  finding  that  the  post-office  would  take  the 
trouble  to  decipher  shorthand,  but  he  determined  to  try 
the  experiment  a  second  time,  to  see  if  it  would  have  the 
same  result.  This  time  he  wrote  a  letter,  and,  having 
sealed  the  envelope,  he  addressed  it  in  shorthand  to 
himself.  By  return  of  post  he  received  his  letter  in 
perfect  safety,  the  envelope  had  not  been  opened,  and, 
more  still,  there  was  no  mark  of  any  kind  on  the  envelope, 
except  the  usual  postmark  and  his  shorthand  writing. 
This  involved,  of  course,  a  knowledge  of  shorthand  not 
only  by  the  sorting-clerk,  but  also  by  the  letter-carrier. 
The  system  of  shorthand  used  was  Pitman's  phonograph)'. 

Xotice  of  Issue  of  the  Xew  Zealand  Stamps. — 
The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  official  notice  of  the  issue 
of  the  new  series,  published  in  the  government  journal  at 
Auckland.  It  fixes  the  date  of  emission,  and  gives  us  the 
official  denomination  of  the  colours  : — 

New  Issue  of  Postage  Stamps. — General  Post  Office, 
Wellington,  22nd  December,  1873. — It  is  hereby  notified, 
that,  on  the  first  of  January  next,  a  new  issue  of  New 
Zealand  Postage  Stamps,  of  the  denominations  of  One 
Penny,  Twopence,  Threepence,  Fourpence,  Sixpence,  and 
One  Shilling,  will  be  made.  The  following  are  the  de- 
signs and  colours  of  the  Postage  Stamps  of  the  new 
issue  :— 

One  Penni/. 
Queen's  Head,  on  an  oval  ground,  printed  in  Mauve. 

Tlc  u  pence. 
Queen's  Head,  in  dotted  circle,  printed  in  Crimson  Lake. 

Threepence. 
Queen's  Head,  in  circle,  printed  in  Sepia  Brown. 

Fourpence. 
Queen's  Head,  on  a  square  ground,  printed  in  Indian  Bed 

Sixpence. 
Queen's  Head,  in  circle  and  hexagon,  printed  in  Blue. 

One  Shilling. 
Queen's  Head,  on  an  oval  ground,  printed  in  green. 
The  Halfpenny  Postage  Stamp  is  not  changed. 
By  order   of  the'Postmaster-General,  W.  Gray,   (for 
the  Secretary). 


The  Foundation  of  the  South  American  Re- 
publics.— The  history  of  the  old  Spanish  colonies  in 
South  America  shows  that  on  the  19th  April,  1810,  a 
revolution  broke  out  in  Caraccas,  as  the  result  of  the  events 
which  took  place  in  Spain  at  that  period.  The  insurgents 
established  a  provisional  junta  charged  with  the  duty  of 
protecting  the  rights  of  Ferdinand  VII.  Smitten  with  the 
desire  to  perpetuate  their  own  power,  these  improvised 
legislators  on  the  oth  July,  1811,  proclaimed  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  old  Spanish  captaincy  of  Venezuela. 
The  movement  spread  to  the  neighbouring  captaincy  of 
New  Granada,  and  to  the  other  Spanish  possessions  in 
America.  The  struggle  lasted  ten  years.  It  is  well 
known  that  general  Bolivar  was  one  of  the  principal 
actors  in  the  war  of  independence.  It  was  in  December, 
1819,  that  out  of  two  of  the  old  captaincies  was  con- 
stituted the  republic  of  Colombia,  formed  of  three  great 
divisions,  with  Caraccas,  Bogota,  and  Quita  as  the  chief 
towns.  But  intestine  disorders  and  revolutions,  such  as 
those  which  still  so  frequently  occur  in  South  America, 
were  not  slow  in  developing  themselves.  In  1829,  the 
triumph  of  the  Federalists  over  the  Unitarians  led  to  the 
splitting  up  of  the  republic  of  Colombia  into  three  in- 
dependent states,  viz.,  Venezuela,  New  Granada,  and 
Ecuador.  Bolivar,  who  had  just  resigned  his  powers  into 
the  hands  of  the  last  assembly,  died  on  the  17th  Decem- 
ber, 1830.  It  seems  singular  to  us  that  his  effigy  should 
not  have  been  represented  on  any  stamp,  notwithstanding 
that  several  regions  have  received  his  name.  It  is  true 
he  was  accused  of  aspiring  to  play  the  role  of  a  tyrant — an 
accusation  lightly  launched  in  all  ages  against*  energetic 
rulers  by  envious  republicans.— Le  Timbre  Fiscal. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 

BADLY-PRINTED  ENGLISH  STAMPS. 
To  the  Editor  o/"The  Stamp-Collector's  Magazine." 

Sir, — The  recently-issued  Id.  and2d.  Tasmanian  are  cer- 
tainly hideous  specimens  of  printing,  but  they  are  not  alone. 
I  have  recently  seen  one  or  two  M.  English  newspaper- 
band  stamps  (printed  for  the  Midland  Railway  Company, 
on  their  own  paper  apparently)  which  are  smudged  and 
blotched  in  a  most  disgraceful  manner.  Perhaps  their 
being  on  private  paper  may  account  for  the  defect,  as  the 
authorities  would  not  care  to  make  good  spoiled  sheets. 
The  colour,  too,  is  peculiar,  almost  blue-green,  whilst  the 
recently-issued  official  bands  are  more  of  a  yellow-green 
than  those  which  first  appeared. 

Yours  truly, 

Alt)  incham.  H.  II 


THE   BERFORD  EXPRESS   STAMPS. 
To  the  Editor  of  "The  Stamp-Collector's  Magazine." 

Dear  Sir, — You  may  be  interested  to  learn,  with 
reference  to  the  Berford  stamps  mentioned  at  p.  70,  that 
a  copy  of  the  10  cents  lilac  has  been  in  my  possession  at 
least  since  1864,  and  perhaps  a  year  or  two  earlier.  It 
was  procured  (probably  by  exchange)  in  one  of  the 
northern  states  of  the  United  States  of  America.  I 
had  never  seen  it  catalogued  before,  but  had  no  idea 
that  it  was  unknown,  or  I  should  have  sent  it  for  your 
inspection.  The  fact  that  it  has  been  so  long  in  my 
possession  proves  that  it  is  probably  genuine  ;  or  if  a 
counterfeit,  that  it  is  not  one  of  very  recent  date. 
Yours  truly, 

Oxford.  "       W.  A.  B.  C. 
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THE  ANNEXATION  OF  FIJI. 
To  the  Editor  of"  The  Stamp-Collector's  Magazine." 

Dear  Sir, — I  see  that  my  vaticination  concerning  the 
Fiji  Islands,  after  lying  dormant  for  more  than  two 
years,  is  at  last  likely  to  come  to  pass.  In  an  article  on 
"British  Packet  Agencies,"  which  appeared  in  The 
Philatelical  Journal  for  February,  1872,  and  which  was 
reprinted  in  your  magazine  for  September  of  the  same 
year,  I  mentioned  the  probability  of  those  islands  being 
annexed  to  our  crown.  To  give  you  my  words  on  the 
subject,  I  said  :  "  With  regard  to  Fiji,  is  it  possible  that 
this  emission  of  stamps,  inspected  as  it  was  by  our  consul 
(and  packet-agent),  points  to  an  intended  future  annex- 
ation of  the  said  islands  by  our  government  ?  It  may  be, — 
quien  sabe." 

A  paragraph  in  The  Standard  for  April  29  tends  to 
show  that  I  was  not  very  far  out  in  my  reckoning.  The 
paragraph  is  as  follows  : — 

"The  Fiji  Islands.-;— Melbourne,  April  28.  The 
commissioners  sent  to  the  Fiji  Islands  have  conditionally 
accepted  their  annexation  to  the  British  Empire.  A 
provision al  government  under  the  British  consul  is  ad- 
ministering the  country  until  the  cession  is  formally 
accepted  by  the  home  government." 

I  take  some  little  credit  for  the  correctness  of  my 
prophecy,  because  at  the  time  when  I  wrote  it  the  general 
opinion  in  Europe  was  that  the  islands  would  be  taken 
under  the  protection  either  of  the  United  States  or  of 
Germany. 

My  chief  object  in  writing  this  note  is  to  suggest  that  it  is 
more  than  probable  that  we  shall  very  shortly  have  a  new 
issue  of  stamps  for  the  Fiji  Islands.  I  only  hope  that,  if 
the  engraving  of  these  stamps  be  entrusted  to  our  English 
artists  (which  is  very  likely),  we  majr  have  the  pleasure 
of  seeing  more  original  designs  than  we  are  usually 
favoured  with  in  the  stamps  of  our  crown  colonies. 

Tours  truly,  / 

Walter  Belchamp,  Sudbury.    ROBERT  B.   EAREE, 


NOTES  AND  QUERIES. 
To  the  Editor  of"  The  Stamp- Collector's  Magazine." 

Dear  Sir,— Antigua  Watermark.— If  you  can  afford 
me  room  I  would  beg  to  observe,  in  answer  to  your  re- 
spected correspondent,  "  A  Parisian  Collector,"  that  whilst 
feeling  flattered  at  his  "quite  agreeing"  with  me,  I 
fancy  he  somewhat  knocks  my  theory  on  the  head  bv 
saying,  "  But  still  it  is  not  universally  correct." 

My  opinion  respecting  the  watermark  is,  that  the  one 
point  up  points  to  the  earlier  issue. 

At  the  time  I  first  expressed  this  opinion  I  had  never 
come  across  any  vermilion  with  one  point,  though  since  I 
have  (and  indeed  from  your  publishers) ;  but  I  think  they 
must  have  been  "in  stock"  some  time,  for  I  have  been 
in  the  habit  of  receiving  stamps  direct  from  the  West 
Indies,  and  have  by  me  a  quantity,  including  a  great 
many  from  Antigua,  mixed  (i.e.,  star"  as  well  as  crown  and 
cc.  watermark),  collected  in  a  Jamaica  office,  where  news- 
papers and  periodicals  from  Antigua  are  regularly  taken 
in,  so  that  I  am  convinced  these  star  watermarked  are 
those  which  immediately  preceded  the  crown  and  cc. ; 
among  them  I  found  no  o«e-pointed  copies.  This,  coupled 
with  the  fact  of  my  never  having  seen  a  '62  issued  penny 
Avith  two  points,  determined  my  singling  this  out  as  part 
and  parcel  of  the  change^(of  issue  ?). 

At  any  rate,  (1)  whether  there  were  any  '62  with  two 
points;  (2)  whether  there  were  two  plates  for  water- 
mark ;  or,   (3)  whether  the   stars   were    tamed   (as   the 


President  of  "The  Philatelic  Society"  informs  us  is 
usual  when  cleaning  the  plates  or  when  they  get  worn), 
or  not,  the  star  no  doubt  supports  my  theory  so  far  as  to 
show  that  the  change  marks  an  epoch,  if  not  an  issue,  for 
the  two  varieties  do  not  seem  to  have  been  in  u<e 
together— ?'.e.,  the  one  and  the  tivo  pointed  star,  — else  how 
is  it  "A  Parisian  Collector"  had  never  seen  a  two 
pointed  vermilion,  and  I  never,  until  quite  recently,  a  one 
pointed  one?  Surely,  if  in  use  at  the  same  time,' one  or 
other  of  us  would  have  met  with  one  among  the  lot 
different  from  the  majority.  I  am  of  opinion— and  shall 
continue  to  be,  unless  I  hear  of  a  '62  penny  violet-rose 
with  two  points— that  for  that  issue  only  one  plate  was 
in  use,  and  that  subsequently  two  were  used  alternately. 

For  the  benefit  of  lovers  of  variety  I  may  as  well  add 
that  in  my  collection  of  Antigua,  shown  at  the  Philatelic 
Society,  there  was  a  Id.  first  issue  with  inverted  water- 
mark. 

Austria.— In  The  Philatelical  Catalogue  Mr.  rember- 
ton  mentions  a  15  centes  k.f.  as  a  rare  variety.  Now  I 
have  not  been  able  to  find  any,  either  in  my  collection  or 
those  I  have  lately  had  sent  me  to  look  through,  that  at 
all  convince  me  of  the  existence  of  such  an  error  or  variety. 
I  have  several  that  at  first  sight  look  like  k.f.,  and  also 
k.e.,  but  which  turn  out  to  be  nothing  but  impressions 
from  an  imperfect  die ;  for  one  can  through  a  microscope 
distinctly  trace  the  k,  though  the  colouring  is  so  faint  as  not 
to  show  to  the  naked  eye;  but  what  anyone  without,  the 
aid  of  a  glass  can  see,  and  what  I  wonder  should  have 
escaped  the  scrutinizing  glance  of  Mr.  Pemberton,  is 
that  all  these  defective  k's  belong  to  a  different  type. 
The  5  of  15  in  this  case  is  some  distance  off  the  upper 
border  line,  whereas  in  all  specimens  having  perfect  kk. 
the  top  of  the  5  tout-lies.  Let  us  call  those  with  K  f.  type  I. 
and  those  with  k.k.  type  II.,  because  the  stamps  Avith  5 
not  touching  are  among  those  which  bear  the  earliest  post- 
mark (indeed  I  have  only  found  them  marked  '50,  not 
even  '51)  ;  whereas  all  perfect  k.k.  and  touching  5  are  of 
more  recent  date. 

There  are  also  many  minor  varieties  Mr.  Pemberton 
does  not  mention,  probably  thinking  them  too  trifling, 
such  as  the  presence  or  absence  of  a  little  dot  after  the 
word  "  Post"  in  all  values,  and  watermarks,  &c,  hardly 
worthy  of  notice,  else  we  should  have  varieties  "  sans  fin.'''' 

Of  the  varieties  on  ribbed  paper  I  have  the  only  two  I 
ever  saw,  viz.,  15  c.  and  30  c,  and  consider  them  far 
rarer  than  type  I.,  to  which  type,  however,  my  ribbed  15  c. 
belongs. 

Apologizing  for  so  lengthy  a  trespass  on  your  valuable 
space, 

I  remain,  dear  Sir, 
Tours  sincerelv, 

A  LONDON    COLLECTOR. 


ST.   LOUIS   AND   GUADALAJARA. 
To  the  Editor  of"  The  Stamp-Collector's  Magazine." 

Sir, — I  send  you  the  advertisement  of  The  Missouri 
Republican  of  Nov.  5,  1845,  of  which  you  have  given  a 
translation  from  the  French  (vol.  xi.,*  p.  104).  As  Mr. 
Tiffany  has  already  translated  the  advertisement  from 
English  into  French  for  Le  Timbre- Post e,  it  may  be 
interesting  to  you  to  have  the  exact  wording  of  the 
article  as  it  reads  in  the  St.  Louis  newspaper. 

"  Letter  Stamps. — Mr.  Wymer,  postmaster,  has  pre- 
pared a  set  of  letter  stamps,  or  rather  marks,  to  put  upon 
letters,  indicating  that  the  postage  has  been  paid.  In  this 
he  has  copied  after  the  plans  adopted  by  the  postmasters  in 
New  York  and  other  cities.     These  stamps  are  engraved 
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to  represent  the  Missouri  coat  of  arms,  and  are  for  five  and 
ten  cents.  They  are  so  prepared  that  they  may  be  stuck 
upon  a  letter,  like  a  wafer,  and  will  prove  a  great 
convenience  to  merchants  and  all  those  having  many 
letters  to  send,  postpaid,  as  it  saves  all  trouble  of  paying 
at  the  post-office.  They  will  be  sold  at  the  same  rate 
they  are  sold  in  the  East,  viz.,  sixteen  5  c.  stamps  and 
eight  10  c.  stamps  for  a  dollar.  We  would  recommend 
merchants  and  others  to  give  them  a  trial." 

As  you  say,.  "Mr.  Tiffany  makes  short  work  of  the 
objections  originally  mooted  by  M.  Albis  in  Le  Timbro- 
phile,"  I  bow  and  submit  to  the  verdict  based  on  the 
important  document  due  to  the  patient  researches  and 
industry  of  Mr.  Tiffany,  who  at  last  has  found  out  the 
truth  about  those  stamps.  However,  allow  me  to  say  that 
my  doubts  as  to  the  genuineness  of  those  stamps  were 
fully  authorised  by  the  conflicting  opinions  given,  first  by 
the  engraver  and  then  by  persons  interested,  more  or  less, 
in  the  sale  of  the  2  c,  5  c.,  10  c,  and  20  c.  But  for  me,  I 
think  I  may  say,  it  is  very  doubtful  if  the  advertisement 
in  The  Missouri  Republican  would  have  ever  been 
exhumed,  which  shows  not  only  the  existence  of  the  5  c. 
and  10  c. ,  but  also  the  spurious  character  of  the  2  c, 
and  of  the  famous  "  gem"  20  c.  St.  Louis. 

In  your  February  number  (vol.  xii.,  p.  18)  Mr.  F.  A. 
Fhilbrick,  in  a  very  interesting  article  "  On  the  Provision- 
al Issues  of  Guadalajara,"  says,  ''I  believe  no  issue  of 
the  stamps,  head  of  Maximilian,  was  made  to  Guadalajara. " 
This  is  a  mistake ;  I  possess  in  my  collection  both  series 
of  1866,  head  of  the  Emperor  Maximilian,  lithographed 
and  engraved,  issued  at  Guadalajara,  numbered  "to  and 
109.  The  republican  troops  of  President  Juarez  did  not 
enter  the  town  of  Guadalajara  until  sometime  in  January, 
1867. 

Another  error  is  the  reading  of  the  obliteration  as 
f^axgueddo,  which  is  not  a  Spanish  word ;  it  is 
fraxqueado.  The  number  of  obliterating  marks  for 
Guadalajara  should  be  increased.  One  consists  of  two 
ellipses  cutting  each  other,  and  so  making  a  sort  of  half 
band  above  and  below,  and  inscribed  thus,  fkaxqueado 
above,  the  word  ex  in  the  middle  of  the  obliterating 
mark,  enclosed  in  a  lover's  knot,  and  Guadalajara 
below.  Another  is  an  oval,  not  so  flat  as  the  one 
described  by  Mr.  Fhilbrick,  with  the  words  correos 
above,  and  Guadalajara  below ;  in  the  middle,  the  date, 
comprising  day,  month,  and  year;  an  ornament  of  laurel 
leaves  fills  each  end.  I  have,  besides,  a  rectangular 
obliteration,  but  I  cannot  read  it.  Finally,  the  old  circular 
handstamp,  franco  ex  Guadalajara, 'with  the  imper- 
fect f  looking  like  an  e,  is  still  used  now,  February,  1874. 
Very  trulj-  yours, 

Cambridge,  Massachusetts.  ALBIS. 

[We  draw  attention  to  this  letter  from  M.  Albis  as  of 
extreme  value,  proving,  among  other  things,  the  use  of 
the  free  discussion  our  columns  afford  on  points  of  phila- 
telical  interest. 

Collectors'  doubts  and  fears  may  now  be  deemed  finally 
set  at  rest  on  the  subject  of  the  St.  Louis  stamps.      There 
exist  two  values,  and  two  only,  viz. : — 
5  cents, 
10  cents, 
which  may  be  classed  with   the  Xew  York  Post-Office 
Stamps,  and  other  like  issues,  where  the  sagacity  of  M. 
Berger-Ltvrault  and  other  compilers  had   placed   them 
before  the  official  information  was  disinterred. 

The  spurious  character  of  the  20  c,  which,  it  will  be 
remembered,  Mr.  Fhilbrick  always  discredited,  is  now  es- 
tablished; and  the  mythical  2  c.  will  probably  never  make 
its  appearance. 


M.  Albis  adds  a  fact  to  our  knowledge,  that  the  1866 
series,  heads  of  Maximilian,  both  lithographed  and  en- 
graved, were  issued  to,  and  bear  the  inscription,  Guada- 
lajara. 

The  collection  of  M.  Albis  is  exceptionally  rich  in 
Mexico:  aud  we  are  glad  to  be  able  to  make'the  above 
addition  to  our  stock  of  philatelical  lore  from  his  treasures. 

The  obliterating  marks  spoken  of  by  M.  Albis  apply  to 
Guadalajara  generally,  and  not  exclusively  to  the  pro- 
visional issues,  of  which  alone  Mr.  Philbrick's  paper  in- 
tended to  treat.  We  await  with  pleasure  the  promised 
communication  as  to  the  Juarez  issue  at  Monterey,  and 
express  our  obligations  and  those  of  our  readers  to  M. 
Albis  for  his  interesting  and  instructive  communica- 
tion.— Ed.] 


ANSWERS   TO    CORRESPONDENTS. 

A.  S.,  Demerara. — We  are  obliged  for  information  that 
the  word  ber  on  the  Danish  West  Indian  stamps  means 
"islands." 

G.  H.  Hurst,  Salford.— Your  Confederate  10  c,  St. 
Lucia  Id. ,  and  Turks  Island  Id.  are  genuine  stamps  ;  but 
the  remaining  five  are  counterfeits,  and,  consequently, 
worthless. 

Mr.  A.  Blokzeyl,  Rotterdam. — Accept  our  thanks  for 
the  Javanese  post  cards,  described  at  length  on  p.  27  of 
our  February  number.  We  should  be  glad  to  have  the 
unpaid-letter  stamps,  and  also  the  new  adhesives,  for  the 
same  possession. 

R.  C.  M.,  Carlisle. — The  Montenegro  stamps  are  not 
quite  so  mythical  as  you  imply.  Our  publishers  have 
lately  received  complete  sets ;  and  in  our  opinion  they 
are  a  very  desirable  addition  to  a  collection.  The  design 
is  a  neat  one,  and  the  colours  are  well  chosen. 

W.  H.  R.,  Cardiff. — We  believe  only  a  few  days  inter- 
vened between  the  first  and  second  series  of  the  Bergedorf 
stamps  The  former  was  issued  2sTov.  1,  1861,  and  the 
latter,  Xov.  10  the  same  year.  Mr.  Pemberton,  in 
Part  I.  of  The  Philatelical  Catalogue,  gives  1862  as  that 
of  the  first,  and  1865  for  the  second  series ;  but  we  sup- 
pose the  latter  date  is  a  clerical  error,  as  the  preceding 
note  nullifies  this  statement. 

H.  H.  Newham,  Truro. — Information  recently  received 
leads  us  to  think  that  for  once  Don  M.  P.  de'Figueroa 
must  have  been  mistaken  when  he  suggested  that  the 
punched  Spanish  stamps  were  for  unpaid  letters.  It 
would  appear  that  they  are  used  for  telegraphic  purposes, 
though  of  this  we  are  not  certain.  As  your  copy  is  not 
inkmarked,  it,  at  any  rate,  can  hardly  be  one  of  those 
to  which  our  contributor  alluded. 

F.  D.,  South  Croydon. — We  have  already  noticed 
the  fact  that  the  10  c.  blue  Spanish  war  stamp  is 
used,  and  in  fact  intended  for,  commercial  documents. — 
We  are  aware  that  the  country  formerly  called  Xew 
Granada  is  now  termed  the  United  States  of  Colombia, 
but  though  this  is  the  official  designation  it  is  not  the  one 
by  which  the  states  in  question  are  best  known.  It  was 
simply  by  a  slip  of  the  pen  that  Colombia  was  written 
Columbia  in  the  instance  you  are  good  enough  to  point  out. 

H.  L.  R.,  Nottingham.— The  Azores,  although  800 
miles  from  Portugal,  belong  geographically  to  Europe, 
and  their  stamps  should  be  classed  under  that  continent. 
We  are  aware  that  in  Dr.  Gray's  Catalogue  they  were, 
by  an  oversight,  included  in  Africa  ;  but  if  you  will 
refer  to  Part  L  of  the  present  edition,  you  will  find  them 
among  the  European  countries.  In  some  Catalogues  we 
have  seen  them  under  the  head  of  America  !  Java, 
Sarawak,  and  the  Philippines  are  in  Oceania. 
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NEWLY-ISSUED    OR   INEDITED 
STAMPS. 

Mexico.; — The  series  of  stamps  announced  in 
advance  some  few  months  ago  is  now  in 
actual  circulation.  We  have  received  obli- 
terated specimens  of  two  values,  the  10  cen- 
tavos  black  and  25  c.  blue  (of  both  of  which 
we  annex  engravings),  and  uncancelled  copies 
of  the  three  remaining  denominations,  viz., 
5  c,  50  c,  and  100  c. 


The  latter  reached  us  very  late  this  month, 
and  we  must  defer  our  illustrations  of  them 
until  our  next.  All  five  values  are  finely 
engraved  and  well  printed.  We  find  in 
them  the  delicacy  of  execution  to  which  we 
are  accustomed  in  the  works  of  the  New 
York  Bank  Note  Companies,  but  the  origi- 
nality and  boldness  of  conception  which 
usually  characterise  their  productions  are 
absent.  The  10  c.  is  tolerably  successful: 
the  other  values  are  poorly  designed.  Our 
readers  can  judge  in  part  from  our  engraving 
of  the  25  c.  of  the  degree  in  which  our 
criticism  is  justified ;  to  our  mind  there  is 
nothing  forcible  or  elegant  about  it.  The 
5  centavos  has  the  bust  displayed  on  a  fancy 
frame,  similar  to  that  of  the  25  centavos, 
and  the  inscriptions  are  disposed  much  in 
the  same  manner ;  but  from  the  four  angles 
of  the  frame  start  four  slanting  labels  with 
curved  ends,  like  tombstones,  containing  the 
figure  of  value.  The  50  c.  and  100  c.  both 
show  the  same  profile  as  the  10  c,  in  the 
centre  of  a  lined  oval.  In  the  former  value 
the  oval  is  set  low  down  in  a  heavy  scrolled 
frame ;  above  it  is  an  oval  disk  with  figure 
of  value,  and  on  either  side  is  a  circle  on 
which  the  figure  is  repeated.  An  inordinate 
space  intervenes  between  the  central  disk  and 
the  exterior  frame,  which  is  filled  in  with  an 
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engine-turned  pattern.  The  inscription,  COR- 
reos  MEXICO,  follows  the  contour  of  the  upper 
part  of  the  oval,  and  the  value  is  in  a  waved 
label  below.  The  100  c.  is  a  trifle  more 
symmetrical.  The  oval  is  surrounded  by 
an  open-patterned  frame,  intersected,  how- 
ever, at  the  angles  by  diagonal  labels  bearing 
the  figure  of  the  value,  somewhat  after  the 
fashion  of  the  5  c.  Of  the  inscriptions,  the 
word  CORREOS  occupies  the  upper  margin, 
mkxico  is  in  a  curve  below  the  oval,  and  the 
value  in  words  forms  the  lower  margin.  The 
stamps  are  disfigured  by  handstruck  sur- 
charges, similar  to  those  on  the  old  issues. 
Four  of  our  five  values  show  the  word 
MEXICO  in  Roman  capitals  in  an  arch,  struck 
in  black  just  above  the  portrait,  and  the 
figures  1 — 74  in  the  lower  part  of  the  stamp  ; 
on  the  remaining  value  (the  10  c.)  we  find 
only  the  figures  27 — 74.  The  surcharges 
are  done  in  the  country,  and  are  so  carelessly 
impressed  as  to  be  on  some  of  the  stamps 
almost  illegible,  added  to  which  the  portraits 
are  injured  by  black  ink-marks  from  the 
handstamp.  An  old  correspondent,  now  in 
Mexico,  writes  us  that  the  new  series  is 
printed  in  Mexico,  the  government  having 
sent  a  man  to  New  York  to  learn  how  to 
print  them,  and  procure  the  necessary  ma- 
chinery. We  cannot  help  thinking  that  he 
has  been  misinformed  as  to  the  printing  of 
the  stamps  in  the  country.  It  is  quite 
possible  that  the  government  may  intend  to 
have  future  supplies  struck  off  at  Mexico, 
but  we  can  with  difficulty  believe  that  the 
specimens  before  us  have  been  fabricated 
elsewhere  than  in  New  York.  The  examples 
of  Belgium  and  Greece  have  familiarised 
us  with  the  results  obtained  when  inex- 
perienced hands  are  employed  in  working 
highly-finished  dies,  and  it  is  scarcely 
possible  that  the  person  sent  by  the  Mexican 
government  to  New  York  cannot  merely 
have  himself  acquired  in  the  course  of  a  few 
months  all  the  secrets  of  the  art,  but  also 
have  imparted  them  with  such  entire  success 
to  his  subordinates  in  Mexico  as  to  place  the 
Mexican  printing-office  in  a  single  day  on  a 
level  with  that  of  New  York.  When  the 
native  impressions  see  the  light  we  are 
confident  that  they  wrill  be  found  inferior  in 
many  respects  to  those  we  have  just  received, 
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and  that  it  will  become  requisite  to  distin- 
guish two  distinct  series. 

The  values  and  colours  of  the  stamps  arc 
as  follow  : — ■ 


5  (cinco)     centavos 
10  \diez) 

25  (ceiuticinco)  ,, 
50  (c.incuenta)    „ 
100  (cien) 


light  brown, 
black, 
light  blue, 
dark  green, 
pinkish  red. 


In  addition  to  the  adbesives  two  envelopes 
have  made  their  appearance 

10  centavos         green. 
25         ,,  dark  blue 

The  design  of  the  stamps  is  a  large  oval, 
with  a  solid  ground  of  colour.  The  profile 
bust  of  the  cure  Hidalgo  is  struck  on  white 
relief  in  the  centre  ;  the  oval  border  is  com- 
posed of  two  lines,  between  which  run  the 
inscriptions — correos  Mexico  above,  and  the 
value  below, — and  it  is  intersected  on  either 
side  by  a  transverse  octagon  of  greater  width 
than  itself,  bearing  the  numeral  of  value  ;  in- 
scriptions, border,  and  figures  are  all  in  white. 
The  design  is  simple  and  by  no  means 
ineffective,  but  it  would  be  better  if  the 
head,  &c,  were  in  sharper  relief.  Like  the 
adhesives,  the  envelope  stamps  are  sur- 
charged with  the  name  of  the  issuing  state. 
The  word  Mexico  on  our  specimens  is  found, 
in  the  10  c.  above  the  bust,  and  in  the  25  c. 
outside  the  stamp  just  above  the  outer  edge. 
The  envelopes  are  of  laid  paper  ;  and  facing 
the  stamp,  in  the  left  upper  corner,  are  the 
figures  5174,  which  signify  office  No.  51, 
year  1874. 

Spain. — It  may  be  remarked,  as  a  general 
rule,  that  when  a  country  is  in  a  disturbed 
condition  frequent  changes  occur  in  its 
postal  emissions  as  government  succeeds 
government,  and  new  men  and  measures 
come  to  the  surface.  Thus,  during  the 
Franco- German  war  the  French  issues  as- 
sumed an  abnormal  importance;  just  after 
the  Austro-Italian  war  a  host  of  provisionals 
cropped  up;  and  during  the  American  civil 
war  the  various  Confederate  emissions  formed 
the  theme  of  many  an  article  in  the  philate- 
lic press.  The  same  phenomenon  may  be 
remarked  in  respect  of  Spain.  In  the 
quietest  of  times — in  the  palmy  days  of 
good  Queen  Isabella — the  issue  of  a  fresh 


series  was  a  yearly  occurrence,  and  it  was 
always  safe  to  prophesy  that  with  the  regu- 
larity of  Christmas  itself  a  new  type  was 
coming.  But  now  changes  are  effected  every 
few  months,  and  as  everything  is  in  a 
;  provisional  state  it  is  not  possible  to  adopt  a 
I  design  which  would  indicate  the  preference 
of  Spanish  rulers  for  any  definite  form  of 
government.  Old  types,  which,  like  wea- 
ther-beaten veterans,  have  seen  service  in  the 
four  quarters  of  the  globe,  are  dragged  out 
of  the  lumber-room  and  furbished. up  to  do 
postal  duty  in  the  mother-country,  and  thus 
it  happens  that,  after  recalling  into  active 
service  the  design  originally  eno-raved  for 
Cuba  and  at  present  used  in  the  Philippines, 
recourse  is  now  had  to  the  type  of  a  Philip- 
pine judicial  stamp,  to  meet  the  "  long-felt 
want"  of  a  new  series  of 
postage  stamps  for  Spain. 
The  annexed  design  is  that 
on  which  the  choice  of  the 
Spanish  administration  has 
fallen.  The  seated  figure 
in  the  centre  was  appro- 
priate enough  to  a  label 
intended  to  represent  ju- 
dicial fees,  but  it  is  singularly  misplaced  in 
the  centre  of  a  postage  stamp  ;  were  the  dra- 
ped lady  represented  brandishing  the  sword, 
with  the  scales  lying  idle  by  her  side,  she 
would  more  truly  figure  forth  the  present 
state  of  a  country  in  which  fighting  has 
brought  trade  to  a  stand-still.  Thus  much 
for  the  symbolical  value  of  the  design.  As 
to  the  inscriptions,  it  is  hardly  necessary  to 
say  that  they  have  been  altered  to  suit  the 
circumstance  of  the  emission,  and  that  the 
date — 1874 — has  been  added.  The  values 
of  the  forthcoming  series  are  as  follow : — 
j  cent  de  peseta        green. 


2 

yellow. 

5 

purple. 

10 

blue. 

20 

o-reen. 

25 

brown. 

4  1 

violet. 

20 

peruvian  (?) 

1  peseta 

green. 

4       „ 

carmine. 

10       „ 

black. 

Our  Brussels  contemporary  has  up  to  the 
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present  time  seen  only  a  proof  of  the  10  c. 
struck  in  the  adopted  colour.  It  will  be 
observed  that  there  is  only  one  single  type 
for  the  high  and  the  low  values.  This  may 
lead  to  confusion  between  the  1  peseta  and 
the  20  centimos. 

The  Carlist  stamp — of  which  the  engraving 
intended  for  last  month  was  so  unfortunate- 
ly lost  in  transit — is  here  represented.  Its 
authenticity  is  unquestionable, 


^||j|||j]P§  although  it  appears  it  was  not 
issued  by  order  of  Don  Carlos 
himself,  but  by  the  Catalonian 
Junta.  Le  Timlre-Poste  looks 
upon  it  as  partaking  more  of 
the  nature  of  a  war-tax  stamp 
than  of  a  stamp  actually  pre- 
paying postage,  but  we  are  far  from  certain 
that  its  inference  is  correct.  The  word 
correos  shows  that  it  was,  at  any  rate,  issued 
as  a  postage  stamp. 

Mauritius. — The  last  quoted  authority 
announces  that  it  has  just  met  with  one  of 
the  first  penny  stamps  (native  printed)  of  a 
brownish-black  colour,  in  lieu  of  red,  and 
postmarked  17th  august,  1859.  We  are 
strongly  inclined  to  believe  that  the  stamp 
was  originally  a  red  one,  and  that  the  change 
in  colour  is  due  solely  to  the  action  of  time 
and  the  air.  Such  transformations  may 
frequently  be  noticed  in  bright  red  stamps. 

The  ninepenny  green  has,  it  appears,  been 
suppressed,  and  that  in  a  very  summary 
fashion.  '*  The  government,"  says  a  corre- 
spondent of  Le  Timbre-Poste,  "having  had 
an  account  taken  of  the  number  of  stamps 
held  in  reserve  at  the  Treasury,  decided  that 
there  were  too  many  ninepenny  and  five- 
shilling  stamps,  a  large  number  of  them 
were  therefore  burnt ;  a  certain  quantity  of 
the  5/-  and  of  the  9d.  grey  (probably  lilac) 
were  preserved.  All  the  green  ninepennies 
were  destroyed" 

Philippines. — We  have  received  from 
Luzon  a  stamp  of  a  new  series,  of  the  type 
originally  designed  for  Cuba  and  now  used 
in  Spain — allegorical  figure  with  arm  resting 
on  shield.  It  has  the  word  filipinas  above  in 
coloured  letters,  and  CORREOS  in  white  letters 
at  sides ;  the  value  is  62  c.  de  peseta ;  the 
colour,  carmine.  Probably  other  values 
exist.     Of  the  Amadeus  stamps  it  appears 


that  the  following  were  the  only  ones  actually 
in  use : — 

12  c.  de  peseta         rose. 
16  ,,  blue. 

62  ,,  mauve. 

1  p.  25  c.  bistre. 

The  rest  were  proofs. 

Russian  Locals. — BorisoglebsJc  (Tamboff). 
— The  stamp  here  represented  was  brought 
to  light  by  a  Grer- 
man  journal,  the 
1/lustrertes  Brief 
marl-en.  It  is  em- 
bossed on  a  blue 
ground.  The  hive 
and  bees  in  the 
upper  half  of  the 
shield  are  the  well- 
known  bearings  of 
the  government  of 
Tamboff;  the  three 
sacks  of  grain  in  the  lower  half  are  no  doubt 
the  "  arms  "  of  the  district  itself,  and  tend 
to  show  that  the  region  which  has  such  an 
unlovely  name  is  a  fertile  and  prosperous 
one.  The  inscription  signifies  rural  post 
of  borisoglebsk  ;  the  value  is  3  kop. 

Borovitshi  (Novgorod). — We  have  just  re- 
ceived from  a  Russian  correspondent  spe- 
cimens of  a  new  stamp  for  this  district,  of 
which  we  shall  be  able  to  give  an  engraving 
next  month.  The  familiar  armorial  bear- 
ings— sun  and  canal-lock — occupy  a  circle 
bordered  by  inscriptions  in  the  centre  of  an 
upright  rectangular  frame,  inscribed  on  all 
four  sides.  The  design  is  struck  in  black  on 
yellow  paper,  but  the  ground  within  the 
rectangle,  above  and  below  the  circle,  is 
coloured  red.  The  value  is  not  expressed  in 
figures,  and  we  are  driven  to  suppose  it  to  be 
5  kopecs. 

(Novgorod). — From  the  same 
correspondent  we  have  re- 
ceived a  specimen  of  the  1871 
stamp  roughly  struck  (as 
usual)  in  pale  black  on  pink 
paper.  This  may  be  either 
intended  to  supersede  the  3 
kop.  black  on  white,  or  to 
be  used  for  unpaid  letters. 
Werchnie  DniepwffsJc  (Ekaterinoslav). — ■ 
M.  Moens  states  that  the  4  kop.  blue  is  now 
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surcharged  with  the  word  ynpaba  in  relief, 
probably  as  an  additional  guarantee. 

Alehtandria  (Cherson). — A  new  stamp, 
with  indication  of  value,  has  been  issued,  of 
which  the  reproduction  is  adjourned  to  the 
next  number. 

Shadrinsk  (Perm). — The  stamp  with  fox 
in  centre  is  now  printed  in  rose,  but  it  does 
not  follow  that  the  blue  and  black  impres- 
sions are  obsolete.  The  rose  stamps  may  be 
for  the  unpaid  letters. 

Cherson  (Cherson). — The  annexed  type 
has  been  re-engraved,  and  the  new  edition, 
whilst  it  closely  follows 
the  old  in  its  ensemble, 
differs  from  it  in  detail. 
^  The  horseman,  says  M. 
Moens,  is  bigger,  and,  in- 
stead of  leaning  over  the 
horse's  neck,  is  upright ; 
the  portfolio  he  carries, 
containing  the  letters,  can 
;  the  circle  is  formed  of 
a  single  line,  instead  of  two ;  the  stamp  is 
half  a  millimetre  wider,  and  the  words  and 
figures  are  a  trifle  larger.  It  is  printed,  as 
before,  in  red  and  black. 

Japan. — Post  cards— or  substitutes  for 
them — are  now  employed  in  Japan,  and  it 
was  reserved  to  the  correspondent  of  an 
wnphilatelic  magazine — The  Printer's  Regis- 
ter— to  discover  them.  He  writes  as  fol- 
lows : — 

I  purchased  some  of  the  Japanese  substitutes  for  postal 
cards  the  other  day.  I  could  only  obtain  specimens  of  the 
\  sen  ones,  those  for  local  news,  i.e.,  available  only  for 
despatch  from  one  part  of  a  town  to  another,  the  supply 
of  the  1  sen  denomination  being  exhausted.  These  articles 
are  not  cards.,  but  pieces  of  foreign  paper  about  six-and- 
a-half  inches  long  by  six  inches  wide  when  open.  They 
are  folded  down  the  middle,  and  on  one  of  the  outer  sides 
is  printed  in  colours  a  fac-simile  of  the  ordinary  postage 
stamp  of  a  similar  denomination.  The  stamped  side  is 
intended  for  the  address,  and  is  embellished  with  a  border 
of  foreign  design,  printed  in  red  ;  one  of  the  inner  sides  is 
similarly  ornamented,  and  crossed  with  lines  also  printed 
in  red;  the  remaining  two  sides  are  blank. 

It  is  stated,  but  on  what  authority  we 
know  not,  that  stamped  envelopes  have  also 
been  issued.  There  is  nothing  improbable 
in  the  report,  for  the  Japanese  are  evidently 
not  doing  things  by  halves. 

Barbados. — The  halfpenny  green  and  one 
penny  blue,  without  indications  of  value,  have 
at  length  been  withdrawn,  to  make  way  for 


successors  with  values  indicated,  and  other- 
wise identical  with  the  sixpenny  and  shilling 
stamps.  The  new-comers  are  watermarked 
with  a  large  star  and  perforated.  The 
colour  of  the  penny  is  bright  blue ;  of  the 
halfpenny,  dark  chrome-green.  The  latter 
value,  we  are  informed  by  our  Barbados  cor- 
respondent, was  issued  on  the  16th  May. 
As  to  the  fourpence  with  value  added,  it  ap- 
pears that  the  island  authorities  have  de- 
ferred ordering  a  supply  from  England,  as 
they  still  have  sufficient  of  the  current  type. 
Montenegro. — Our  publishers  have  just 
recsived  sets  of  these  stamps.  The  colours 
and  values  were  correctly  announced  when 
first  the  type  was  noticed,  but  we  repeat 
them  here  for  reference  sake  : — 

yellow. 

green. 

rose. 

mauve. 

blue. 

bistre. 

violet-brown. 

Heligoland. — In  consequence  of  the  adop- 
tion of  the  new  German  coinage  in  this 
island,  the  emission  of  a  fresh  series  of 
stamps  has  been  decided  on,  and  will  take 
place  on  New  Year's  Day.  The  post-office 
has,  it  appears,  been  defrauded  by  the  em- 
ployment of  forged  stamps  manufactured  at 
Berlin,  and  the  island  authorities  are  having 
search  made  for  the  forgers.  Young  col- 
lectors are  defrauded  by  forgeries  manu- 
factured at  Hamburg,  and  we  should  be 
glad  if  the  island  authorities  would  take 
note  of  the  fact,  and  call  on  Messrs.  Spiro 
Brothers  on  their  way  to  Berlin. 

Sierra  Leone. — In  our  March  number, 
on  the  authority  of  a  valued  correspondent, 
we  announced  the  issue  of  a  sixpence  orange. 
He  now  writes  us  to  say  that  he  was  mis- 
taken as  to  the  value.  The  stamp  he  saw 
was  a  threepence  printed  in  orange,  instead 
of  pale  yellow  as  formerly. 

France. — The  15  centimes  with  enlarged 
figure  of  value  was  officially  issued  about 
the  middle  of  May,  but  is  only  now  begin- 
ning to  circulate  freely.  The  numerals  are 
not  very  prominent,  for  the  figure  1  being  a 
mere  straight  line  does  not  show  up  much. 
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The  colour  is  precisely  the  same  as  that  of 
the  preceding  15  c. 

Switzerland. — The  dove  watermark  on  the 
envelopes  has  at  length  given  place  to  a 
large  figure  of  value  nearly  two  inches  in 
height.  The  5  c.  reddish  chocolate  is  the 
first  to  show  this  alteration,  which  the 
evident  depreciation  of  the  dove  watermark 
has  no  doubt  rendered  necessary. 

Portugal. — It  is  expected,  says  the  Brus- 
sels journal,  that  a  2  reis  stamp  for  news- 
paper postage  will  shortly  make  its  appear- 
ance, and  that,  in  consequence  of  a  conven- 
tion between  Portugal  and  Germany,  interna- 
tional post  cards  will  shortly  be  issued  by 
the  former  country,  which  up  to  the  present 
time  has  not  emitted  any  for  home  postage. 

Victoria. — Like  our  Brighton  contem- 
porary, we  described  the  new  halfpenny  from 
a  single  specimen  watermarked  V,  but  now 
find  that  the  complete  watermark  consists  of 
a  crown  and  letter  v,  of  which  the  crown 
falls  on  one  stamp,  and  the  letter  on  its 
companion,  so  that  two  unsevered  copies  are 
necessary  to  exemplify  the  watermark.  Our 
contemporary  speaks  of  the  letter  as  being  a 
C ;  this  must  be  a  clerical  error. 

Dutch    East    Indies. — The    Marquis    de 

L wrrites  us  that  he  has  met  with  a 

one  cent  olive- green  (of  the  same  shade  as 
that  of  France),  from  which  it  would  appear 
that  the  stamps  sent  out  to  Java  at  the 
beginning  of  the  year  are  now  doing  duty. 

Danish  West  Indies. — The  series  pre- 
pared for  these  colonies  is  now  in  circulation. 
Our  publishers  have  received  supplies. 

CONCERNING  THE   RUSSIAN 
LOCALS. 

In  the  May  number  of  our  New  York 
contemporary,  The  American  Journal  of  Phi- 
lately, we  find  an  article  wrhich  the  editor  of 
that  paper  entitles  "  A  Challenge."  We  will 
quote  the  opening  paragraph  of  this  re- 
markable article  verbatim  for  our  readers' 
edification.  It  will  be  a  sufficient  specimen 
of  the  tone  in  which  it  is  wrritten. 

In  a  worthy  attempt  to  prove  the  genuine  character 
of  the  Don  Carlos  stamp,  H.  A.  de  Joannis,  of  London, 
does  think  it  a  little  singular  that  a  specimen  or  specimens 
"used  and  postmarked  in  any  way"  of  the  Russian 
Locals  has  never  been  obtained.    We  shall  take  up  his 


half-timid  inquiry,  and  challenge  our  contemporary,  The 
kStinnp-Coilcctor's  Magazine,  to  prove  the  authenticity 
and  official  use  of  tbese  labels,  which  we  do  by  boldly  de- 
nouncing them  as  humbugs. 

These  words  are  intended  to  be  of  momen- 
tous import.  Our  contemporary,  when 
writing  them,  had  determined  on  simultane- 
ously striking  a  home-blow  and  an  attitude. 
There  is  something  terribly  stern  in  his 
manner  of  throwing  down  the  gauntlet ;  his 
words  seem  like  a  vigorous  paraphrase  of 
Macbeth's  defiance — "  Come  on,  Macduff," — 
and  the  whole  philatelic  world  is  summoned 
to  watch  the  onslaught. 

Apparently,  the  editor  of  the  A.  J.  P.  is 
under  the  impression  that  his  "denuncia- 
tion "  of  the  Russian  locals  is  sufficient  to 
place  their  character  in  doubt,  and  render 
necessary  its  vindication,  even  though  "my- 
riads of  yards  of  red  tape  "  may  have  (as  he 
says)  to  be  consumed  to  that  effect.  But 
before  a  gentleman  presumes  to  sit  as 
supreme  arbiter  in  philatelic  matters,  he 
should  satisfy  himself  that  his  standing 
among  collectors  is  such  as  to  entitle  him  to 
require  his  confreres  to  produce  before  him 
such  proof  as  he  may  deem  sufficient  of  the 
genuineness  of  the  stamps  in  which  they 
have  ventured  to  believe.  Now,  we  have 
positively  nothing  to  say  against  the  editor 
of  the  A.  J.  P. ;  we  are  even  ready  to  admit 
that  the  tone  of  his  journal  has  on  the  whole 
been  raised  since  he  assumed  the  manage- 
ment of  it ;  but  it  is  only  a  short  year  ago 
that  he  came  before  the  philatelic  world, 
and  proceeded  to  occupy  the  editorial  chair, 
and  really  it  appears  to  us  that  he  has 
hardly  acquired  sufficient  experience  to  war- 
rant him  in  putting  himself  forward  as  the 
"  denouncer  "  of  stamps  to  which  collectors 
who  have  been  engaged  in  the  study  of 
philately  for  many  years  have  pinned  their 
faith.  We  are  sorry  to  appear  rude  to 
our  contemporary,  but  a  self-appointed 
judge  must  expect  to  have  his  capacity 
roughly  questioned,  and  admitting,  for  the 
purposes  of  argument,  that  some  people 
have  their  doubts  about  the  Russian  locals, 
we  must  be  permitted  to  ask  whether  the 
editor  of  the  A.  J.  P.  supposes  that,  in  the 
event  of  our  proving  their  genuineness  to  h  is 
satisfaction,  the  stamp-collecting  fraternity 
would  accept  his   decision  in  their  favour 
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as  conclusive.  We.  for  our  own  part,  are 
unable  to  find  that  his  philatelic  antece- 
dents are  snch  as  would  entitle  collectors 
to  give  anr  special  weight  to  the  expression 
of  his  prejudices  for  or  against  the  stamps 
in  question. 

However,  we  are  willing  to  give  all 
possible  publicity  to  the  fact  that  he  does 
not  believe  in  them,  and  trust  that  he  will  be 
satisfied  with  this  modified  homage  to  his 
authority.  TVe  allude  to  the  disbelief  as 
being  that  of  the  editor  personally,  for  it 
would  seem  there  is  some  one  else  engaged  on 
the  staff  of  the  A.  J.  P.  who  views  the 
Russian  locals  with  a  friendlier  eye,  else  how 
account  for  this  peculiar  paragraph  : — - 

Russian  Locals — If  we  have  not  chronicled  any  of 
the  curious  impressions  lately,  it  is  not  because  we  do  not 
pin  our  faith  upon  them,  but  rather  because  we  have  no 
pins  to  do  the  pinning.  In  other  words,  we  do  not  care 
to  describe  or  illustrate  a  stamp  the  inscription  on 
which  is  unknown.  We  have  no  liussian  dictionary, — 
and  if  we  had  would  hesitate  to  use  it,  lest  we  might 
commit  a  similar  unpardonable  blunder  as  [sic]  that  we 
have  noticed  elsewhere.  Granting  the  Eussian  locals  are 
authentic — although  it  is  a  little  singular  postmarked 
specimens  are  unknown — they  are  very  interesting  labels, 
and  may  tend  to  open  up  a  mine  of  worldly  knowledge, 
philological,  geographical,  and  historical.  The  time  is 
not  far  off  when  we  shall  undertake  a  lucid  explanation 
and  illustration  of  these  locals ;  until  then  we  must 
content  ourselves  with  the  knowledge  that  they  are  to  be 
found  among  the  hundreds  [sic],  that  they  are  con- 
tinually coming  to  the  surface,  and,  to  conclude,  that 
they  belong  to  that  sort  of  things  which  n— n — nobody 
knows  anything  a— a — about. 

Without  stopping  to  comment  on  the 
peculiar  composition  of  this  paragraph,  let 
us  just  observe,  in  explanation  of  the  opening 
sentence,  that  np  to  the  end  of  the  year 
1872  the  A.  J.  P.  published  engravings 
(finely  coloured)  and  descriptions  of  the 
Russian  local  stamps  as  they  appeared,  and 
uttered  not  a  word  in  their  disparagement. 
In  one  of  the  numbers  for  that  year  the  then 
editor  (Mr.  Turner,  we  believe)  declared  it 
to  be  his  intention  to  give  an  explanatory 
and  complete  list  of  the  locals,  whilst  com- 
plaining that  the  rapid  increase  in  their 
number  rendered  the  task  of  compiling  it  a 
difficult  one.  The  present  editor,  or  the 
anonymous  contributor  of  the  above  para- 
graph, also  promises  a  "lucid  explanation" 
of  these  locals,  though  he  avows  in  a  pre- 
ceding sentence  that  lie  does  not  care  to 
chronicle  stamps  of  which  he  knows  so  little, 
and    finishes    by    declaring    that    they    are 


things  which  no  one  knows  any  thine  about. 
Evidently  the  writer  will  have  to  coach  up 
a  great  deal  before  he  will  be  in  a  fit  state 
to  give  a  "lucid  explanation "  of  anything 
appertaining  to  the  Russian  locals,  and  he 
places  himself  in  a  curious  dilemma.  Either 
he  knows  nothing  about  them  one  way  or 
the  other,  in  which  case  his  doubts  as  to 
their  genuineness  have  no  more  value  than 
the  doubts  of .  any  other  collector  in  an 
equally  uninformed  state  :  or  he  does  know 
enongh  about  them  to  be  "lucid"  over  them, 
if  he  choose  :  and.  if  so.  it  is  a  pity  he  did  not 
disclose  his  knowledge  to  his  own  editor,  in 
order  to  prevent  him  from  rushing  into 
print  with  a  denial  of  their  authenticity.  If. 
really,  this  paragraph  was  written  by  the 
editor  of  the  A.  J.  P.,  then  the  transition 
from  the  cautiously  expressed  doubt  involved 
in  the  remark  that  "it  is  a  little  singular 
postmarked  specimens  are  unknown."  to 
that  belligerent  sentence  in  which  he  "boldly 
denounces  them  as  humbugs,"  is  a  very 
remarkable  one. 

Perhaps  the  explanation  may  be  found 
in  the  conjecture,  that  between  the  time 
of  writing  the  article  on  "  Xewly-issued 
Stamps  "  and  the  eventful  moment  when  he 
penned  his  solemn  challenge,  he  had  re- 
ceived the  letter  from  Moscow,  to  which  in 
the  challenge  article  he  makes  allusion.  That 
letter  is  the  only  peg  on  which  he  hangs  his 
belief.  It  is  from  a  friend  living  in  Mos- 
cow, not  a  special  correspondent,  "  but  a 
gentleman  of  business  cares  and  necessities 
domiciled  in  Moscow,  and  therefore  full  of  in- 
terest in  all  movements  concerning  the  Rus- 
sian administration."  A  gentleman  who  not 
only  "lives"  at  Moscow,  but  is  ''domiciled'' 
there,  may  perhaps  be  able  to  give  evidence 
worth  taking  in  this  matter,  but  why  the 
mere  fact  of  his  being  a  man  of  business 
cares  and  necessities  should  be  a  special 
reason  for  his  taking  great  interest  in  the 
Russian  administration,  is  more  than  we  can 
make  out.  YTe  should  have  thought  that 
the  pressure  of  business  cares  would  have 
necessitated  a  postponement  of  the  study  of 
the  Russian  governmental  system.  It  is  true 
that  a  few  lines  lower  down  he  is  spoken 
of  incidentally  as  being  "attached  to  the 
court."  but  in  what  manner  we  are  left  to 
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find  out.  Perhaps  the  "  attachment "  is  of 
a  sentimental  kind  ;  it  would  almost  appear 
so  from  a  subsequent  paragraph  of  his  letter, 
which  we  shall  quote  verbatim.  However 
that  may  be,  we  are  told  that  "living 
in  Moscow,  where  there  are  several  kinds 
reported  of  these  locals,  he  could  not  find 
any."  This  is  not  very  astonishing,  seeing 
that  there  are  no  locals  there,  and  we  are 
not  aware  that  any  one  ever  said  there  were. 
There  are  locals  used  in  certain  districts  of 
the  government  of  Moscow,  and  from  one  of 
them,  that  of  Bogorodsk,  there  came  in 
1869  the  first  Russian  local  ever  met  with, 
and,  furthermore,  that  local  stamp  was  ob- 
literated. 

To  return  :  the  gentleman  who  lives  and 
is  domiciled  at  Moscow  writes  : 

Russia  is  the  most  perfect  despotism  in  the  world,  a 
most  beautiful  evidence  of  the  work  of  centralization. 
Everything  must  go  to  St.  Petersburg  ;  everything  must 
come  from  St.  Petersburg.  St.  Petersburg  is  the  centre 
of  this  immense  despotism,  and  is  too  jealous  of  her  rule 
and  her  power  to  permit  even  the  shadow  of  them  to  fall 
beyond  the  limits  of  her  city.  Under  Russian  rule  these 
locals  you  speak  of  as  having  the  governmental  sanction 
must  be  an  improbability — aye,  even  an  impossibility. 
A  village,  a  city,  or  a  province  looks  to  St.  Petersburg  ; 
there  she  receives  what  she  needs ;  but  St.  Petersburg 
manages  the  post,  and  will  permit  no  tampering  on  the 
part  of  local  functionaries. 

Now,  this  is  really  nothing  but  arrant 
nonsense.  The  gentleman  who  lives,  &c, 
may  be  a  very  intelligent  man,  but  he  has 
fallen  into  the  pernicious  habit  of  generaliz- 
ing— a  habit  very  common  among  persons 
who  have  been  "  domiciled  "  for  a  few  years 
in  a  foreign  country,  and  who,  though  they 
have  never  penetrated  below  the  surface, 
assume  the  right  to  dogmatise  about  the 
country's  institutions  and  manners.  This 
gentleman  appears  to  know  nothing  of  the 
fundamental  legislative  reforms  effected 
since  the  year  1864,  knows  nothing  of  the 
provincial  and  district  councils,  and  talks 
about  every  village  looking  to  St.  Peters- 
burg for  what  it  wants.  Imagine  a  village, 
or  even  a  town,  in  tbe  south  of  Russia,  thou- 
sands of  miles  from  the  capital,  taking  in- 
structions from  the  Home  Minister  in  every 
trifling  matter.  The  thing  is  absurd  in 
itself.  Of  what  use  would  be  the  governors 
of  the  thirty  odd  provinces  into  which 
European  Russia  is  divided  ?  Are  their 
residences  mere  posts  on  the  great  road  to 


the  capital,  and  is  their  duty  confined  to  the 
transmission  of  a  perpetual  stream  of  corre- 
spondence setting  in  to  and  from  St.  Peters- 
burg ?  It  is  hardly  necessary,  however,  to 
argue  the  point,  for  it  is  self-evident,  and 
our  contemporary  can  easily  ascertain,  if  he 
will  take  the  trouble  to  read  up  Russian 
history  during  the  last  ten  years,  that  his 
correspondent  has  written  some  very  fine 
sentences  with'nothing  in  them. 

That  that  correspondent  should  not  have 
been  able  to  unearth  a  Russian  local  stamp  is 
not  very  surprising,  when  we  find  that  even 
postal  officials  themselves  have  denied  the 
existence  of  stamps  which  were  passing 
through  their  office  at  the  very  time.  We 
remember  that  some  years  ago  a  person  who 
applied  for  a  two-shilling  p@stage  stamp  at 
the  Dublin  post-office,  was  positively  assured 
that  no  such  a  value  had  been  issued.  And 
we  may  fancy  the  intelligent  Russian  "living 
and  domiciled  "  in  Dublin,  and  knowing  all 
about  English  institutions,  writing  home  to 
his  friend,  the  editor  of  the  Moscow  journal 
of  philately,  that  the  reported  issue  of  a 
two-shilling  English  stamp  wras  an  improba- 
bility, if  not  an  impossibility. 

Well,  our  contemporary  of  New  York  has 
come  out  like  the  Cardinal  of  Rheims,  and 
cursed  the  Russian  locals  with  candle,  with 
bell,  and  with  book,  but  it  strikes  us  that 
not  one  of  these  locals  will  be  a  penny 
the  w7orse  for  the  anathema.  He  has  very 
kindly  applauded  M.  de  Joannis  for  impugn- 
ing their  authenticity,  and  it  will  perhaps 
surprise  him  that  this  very  M.  de  Joannis, 
according  to  the  June  Philatelist,  produced 
at  the  May  meeting  of  the  London  Philatelic 
Society  "  three  used  Russian  locals  which 
had  been  sent  him  by  M.  Moens.  These 
locals  are  for  the  towns  of  Borovitch,  (1st 
issue),  Valdai,  and  Skopin.  The  first  is 
cancelled  by  an  initial,  the  second  by  two 
penstrokes  diagonally,  and  the  third  by  a 
Russian  inscription  in  block  letters."  In 
our  last  number,  some  other  obliterated 
stamps  were  spoken  of,  and  the  matter  in 
general  treated  of,  by  a  collector  whose 
experience  is  probably  even  greater  than 
that  of  our  contemporary's  editor.  Perhaps 
these  facts  may  help  him  to  prepare  his  forth- 
coining  "  lucid  explanation  ;  "  and  if  he  will 
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refer  to  the  last  volume  of  this  magazine,  he 
will  find  therein  a  translation  of  the  original 
imperial  decrees  of  1870,  by  which  the  es- 
tablishment of  local  posts  was  legalised  and 
their  functions  regulated.  If  he  still  re- 
main incredulous,  his  only  resourc3  will  be 
to  reiterate  the  expression  of  his  doubts  in 
the  A.  J.  P.,  and  no  one  will  attempt  to  con- 
vince him  against  his  will.  •  For  our  part, 
after  having  carefully  studied  them  from  the 
time  of  their  first  appearance,  we  are  quite 
satisfied  of  their  genuineness,  and  we  do 
not  think  philatelists  on  this  side  of  the 
water  will  have  their  faith  in  them  much 
shaken  by  the  denunciations  of  the  A.  J.  P., 
or  the  emphatic  assertions  of  the  gentleman 
who  lives  and  is  domiciled  at  Moscow. 

LA   GAZETTE   DES   TIMBRES. 

We  have  not  had  an  opportunity  of  notic- 
ing this  journal  since  last  October.  Acci- 
dental circumstances,  to  which  it  is  needless 
to  refer,  deprived  us  of  the  pleasure  of 
scanning  its  pages,  and  when  a  few  days 
since  we  received  the  complete  series  of 
numbers  from  July  last,  we  lost  no  time  in 
digesting  their  contents.  We  are  glad  to 
find  that  M.  Mahe's  journal  shows  no  signs 
of  decay,  and  from  the  bulk  of  interesting 
matter  we  take  (in  commercial  language) 
two  or  three  samples  for  our  readers. 

The  "  Post-office  "  Mauritius  Stamps. — 
Mons.  Mahe,  having  inquired  of  a  lady 
client  whether  she  could  procure  him  any 
more  of  these  stamps,  received  the  following- 
reply  from  her :  "I  have  entirely  given  up 
the  hope  of  being  able  to  meet  with  those 
rarities  which  I  had  the  honour  of  discover- 
ing. I  believe  there  are  only  eleven  known 
specimens  of  the  post-office  variety,  namely, 
six  blues  and  five  reds.  Of  the  eleven,  nine 
at  one  time  belonged  to  me,  and  I  know 
where  the  other  two  came  from.  Mr.  *  *  * 
had  six  or  seven  of  them  in  all.  I  sold  him 
five.  The  four  remaining  copies  are  in  the 
collection  of  one  of  my  customers,  and  con- 
sist of  a  used  and  an  unused  specimen  of  each 
of  the  two  values.  The  used  copy  of  the 
twopence  affords  the  means  of  rectifying  an 
error  as  to  the  date  of  issue  which  has  been 
committed  by  Dr.  Magnus,  Messrs.  Moens 


and  Maury,  and  yourself.  The  twopence  of 
which  I  speak  was  obliterated  in  Mauritius 
with  a  handstamp  bearing  the  word  paid, 
and  again,  on  its  arrival  in  France,  with  a 
red  date-stamp  on  which  can  be  clearly  seen 
the  date  2  janvier,  1848."  Hitherto  it  has 
been  supposed  the  "  post-office "  stamps 
were  issued  in  1850  or  1851,  and  it  may  not 
be  out  of  place  to  mention  that  the  stamps 
bearing  that  inscription  are  considered  as 
essays,  of  which  a  few  copies  passed  through 
the  post  unperceived. 

The  Camp  of  Conlie. — During  the  Franco- 
German  war  the  Breton  levies  were  assem- 
bled at  this  camp,  and  it  appears  that  a  post 
card  was  got  up  for  the  use  of  the  soldiers 
by  a  printer  at  Rennes.  It  was  a  highly 
embellished  work  of  art,  and  bore  the  fol- 
lowing inscription:  War  of  1870-1:  Sou- 
venir of  the  National  Defence. — Family,  Ho- 
nour, Country,  Liberty,  8fc.  Cannons,  flags, 
and  scrolls,  and  branches  of  oak  and  laurel 
entered  into  the  design.  Whether  the  card 
was  ever  used  by  those  for  whom  it  was 
issued  is  not  said. 

The  first  Mecklenburg- Schwerin  Enve- 
lopes.— Much  astonishment  was  expressed 
at  the  suddenness  with  which  uncut  copies 
of  the  old  envelopes  of  Mecklenburg- Schwe- 
rin,  large  inscriptions,  became  rare  imme- 
diately after  their  withdrawal.  The  cause 
is  in  part  explained  by  one  of  M.  Mahe's 
correspondents  at  Rostock,  who  writes  as 
follows  on  the  subject :  "  When  the  issue  of 
1856.  large-letter  inscriptions,  was  suppressed, 
a  gentleman  here — a  chemist  and  amateur — 
bought  all  the  remaining  stock  (which,  as  he 
has  himself  told  me,  was  very  large).  The 
stamps  were  cancelled  with  a  red  or  blue 
pencil  before  they  were  delivered  to  him. 
To  facilitate  the  sale  or  exchange  of  speci- 
mens, he  judged  fit  to  cut  out  the  stamps,  that 
the  volume  and  weight  might  be  less.  He 
himself  possesses  only  cut  copies  in  his  own 
collection.  He  served  all  his  stock  in  the 
same  way,  except  a  very  few  copies,  and  not 
being  able  to  get  rid  of  them  he  used  them  to 
wrap  up  his  drugs  with  !  You  will  exclaim 
with  me,  Sacrilege  !  !  " 

Obliterated  Reprints. — "  It  is  our  duty 
to  point  out  a  new  trap  laid  to  catch  the 
philatelic  public.     We  refer  to  the  appear- 
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ance  of  obliterated  copies  of  the  Austrian 
Mercuries,  yellow,  rose,  and  red,  and  the 
journal- tax  stamps,  4  kr.  red  and  brown. 
The  Mercuries  are  1873  reprints  and  the 
journal-tax  stamps  are  reprints  of  the  pre- 
sent year.  They  are  all  obliterated  by  a 
round  handstamp  containing  the  words 
zeitungs  exped.  wien.  in  a  circle,  and  in  the 
centre  such  dates  as  \5,  f,  f,  and  so  on 
ad  infinitum,  the  changes  of  date  being  easily 
effected  as  the  handstamp  is  provided  with 
an  automatic  apparatus  for  the  purpose.  The 
stamps  are  nearly  always  attached  to  frag- 
ments of  journals,  which  seem  to  have  been 
soaked  to  give  them  an  old  look.  The  sub- 
terfuge is  a  poor  one ;  still,  the  passion  of 
certain  collectors  for  obliterated  stamps  at  any 
price  might  render  them  the  dupes  of  this 
speculation.  They  would,  therefore,  do  well 
to  take  note  of  the  facts,  and  examine  the 
shades  of  the  stamps  which  differ  in  essential 
points  from  those  of  the  real  originals  ;  they 
should  also  give  their  attention  to  the  white 
tint  and  comparative  thinness  of  the  paper 
of  the  stamps.  Lastly,  in  the  journal-tax 
stamps,  the  obliteration-maker,  who  kept 
economy  in  view  in  engraving  only  a  single 
postmark,  has  thereby  furnished,  either 
through  f orgetfulness  or  ignorance,  a  means 
of  detecting  his  stamps.  The  4  hreuzer  red 
bears  the  same  German  obliteration  as  the  4 
kr.  brown.  Now,  everyone  knows  that  the 
4  kr.  red,  which  was  exclusively  employed 
in  the  Italian  provinces  of  the  Austrian 
empire,  was  always  obliterated  with  an 
Italian  inscription. 

In  its  notices  of  new  issues  the  Gazette 
has  been  fully  up  to  the  mark.  We  observe 
that  it  has  taken  up  a  position  resolutely 
hostile  to  the  Don  Carlos  stamps,  but  its 
opinion  respecting  them  has,  perhaps,  been 
modified  since  by  the  fresh  evidences  of  their 
authenticity  which  have  been  produced. 
On  the  other  hand  the  Gazette  champions 
with  enthusiasm  the  stamps  of  the  St  Lucia 
Conveyance  Co.,  and  produces  some  proof  of 
their  genuineness.  Still,  we  think  that  less 
ambiguous  evidence  is  necessary  to  set  the 
doubts  of  collectors  at  rest,  and  we  purpose 
endeavouring  to  ascertain  the  true  character 
of  the  stamps  ourselves. 

Of  the    Spanish   post  cards  our  contem- 


porary had  early  and  special  information, 
and  he  gives  engravings  of  the  accepted 
types.  It  appears  that  a  Parisian  engraver 
last  year  prepared  an  incomplete  design  for 
the  cards  by  order  of  Senor  Pi  y  Margall, 
but  the  plate  fell  into  the  hands  of  the 
Carlists. 

A  considerable  portion  of  the  Gazette  is 
taken  up  with  notices  of  fiscal  stamps,  and 
their  original  defender — a  gentleman  signing 
himself  P.  B. — endeavours  to  put  them  on  a 
level  with  postage  stamps,  on  the  ground 
that  they  are  put  in  circulation  and  used  like 
paper  money.  But  this,  as  we  once  before 
pointed  out,  is  a  sophistical  argument,  inas- 
much as  although  fiscals  have  a  facial  value, 
they  do  not  in  point  of  fact  pass  from  hand 
to  hand  like  postage  stamps.  No  one  thinks 
of  making  remittances  in  bill  stamps,  in  the 
stamps  which  represent  court  fees,  nor  in 
bills- of -lading  stamps,  whilst  postage  stamps 
find  their  way  everywhere,  their  employment 
being  universal,  and  the  facilities  for  dis- 
posing of  them  unlimited.  It  is  not  by  any 
mere  accident  that  postage  stamps  are  ex- 
changeable and  fiscals  practically  are  not. 
The  difference  between  the  two  classes  is 
a  fundamental  one ;  postage  stamps  pay  for 
a  service  voluntarily  performed  by  the  state 
(and  performed  sometimes  at  a  positive  loss), 
whilst  the  fiscal  stamps  pay  charges  imposed 
by  the  state  for  which  the  individual  payer 
gets  no  tangible  consideration  whatever. 

PAPERS  for  BEGINNERS.—  XXXVII. 

BY   OVERY   TAYLOR. 
EUROPE. 

ftanmt. 

A  glance  at  the  emissions  of  Parma  carries 
us  back  to  the  time  when  Italy  was  a 
"geographical  expression,"  and  the  country 
was  divided  into  half-a-dozen  unimportant 
states.  Among  these  states  were  the  duchies 
of  Modena,  Tuscany,  and  Parma,  which  were 
all  governed  by  rulers  of  Austrian  "  proclivi- 
ties," who  managed  to  rub  along  in  a  mild 
despotic  manner,  and  are  still  regretted  by 
the  shopkeepers  of  their  respective  capitals 
who  benefited  by  the  presence  of  a  royal 
court.  In  politics  and  in  adminstrative 
matters  thev  took  their  cue  from  Austria, 
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and  hence  it  is  not  surprising  that  when  that 
country  adopted  the  system  of  cheap  postage, 
with  its  corollary  in  the  shape  of  postage 
stamps,  the  three  duchies  should  have  been 
desirous  of  copying  her  example.  An  Aus- 
tro-Italian  postal  league  was  consequently 
inaugurated  by  a  convention  between  Austria 
and  Tuscany,  signed  at  Florence  on  the  5th 
November,  1850,  which  received  the  ad- 
hesion of  the  Duchess  of  Parma  on  the  17th 
September,  1851. 

The  act  of  the  17th  Sept.,  1851,  stipulates, 
among  other  things,  that  the  postage  stamps 
to  be  issued  shall  be  of  the  following 
values:  5  centesimi,  10  c,  15  c,  25  c,  and 
40  c.  ;  and  by  a  notice  dated  the  7th  March, 
1852,  the  Parmesan  postmaster,  M.  Dentone, 
fixes  the  1st  June  as  the  date  of  emission, 
and  gives  the  colours  of  the  five  denomina- 
tions. Thus,  then,  we  have  the  date  of 
issue  of  the  first  series  and  the  values  of 
which  it  was  composed  clearly  ascertained. 
The  5  c,  15  c,  and  25  c.  were  printed  in 
colour  on  white,  and  the  10  c.  and  40  c.  in 
black  on  colour.  Until  a  recent  period  it 
was  supposed  that  the  two  latter  values 
were  issued  alone  at  a  subsequent  date,  but 
the  researches  of  a  well-informed  correspond- 
ent of  Le  Timbre-Poste,  who  has  brought  to 
light  the  official  documents  treating  of  the 
emission,  has  proved  the  conjecture  to  be 
erroneous.  And  here  let  me  take  advantage 
of  the  opportunity  to  express  my  indebted- 
ness to  the  author  of  the  monograph 
published  in  the  Brussels  journal,  as  the 
present  paper  is  founded  almost  exclusively 
on  it. 

The  first  Parmesan  type  is  here  represent- 
ed. The  Duchess  of  Parma 
was  a  Spanish  Bour- 
bon, hence  the  fleur-de-lis 
which  forms  the  central 
device.  The  abbreviated 
inscription  in  the  upper 
margin  signifies  stati  par- 
mensi.  The  colours  are  as 
follow  : — 

5  centes.    pale  yellow,  dark  yellow,  ^i 
15     „  red  pale  red.  ( J? 

25     „  red-brown. 

10     „  black. 

40     ,,  dark  blue. 


J* 


25  CENT.. 


In  the  year  1856  the  5  c,  15  c,  and  25  c. 
were  issued  in  black  on  colour.  No  official 
notices  have  been  found  by  which  the  exact 
date  of  the  emission  can  be  fixed,  nor  is  it 
known  for  what  reason  the  change  in  the 
mode  of  impression  was  made.  The  colours 
are  as  follow  : — 

5  centesimi     yellow,  greenish  yellow. 
15         ,,  rose. 

25         ,,  violet. 

The  first  stamp  of  the  second  type,  the  25  c. 
brown,  is  believed  to  have  been  issued  in 
July,  1857  ;  it  was  followed  in  January,  1858, 
by  the  40  c.  bright  blue,  and 
the  series  was  completed  by 
the  emission  of  the  15  centes. 
vermilion  in  March,  1859. 
These  dates  have  been  fixed 
as  approximately  correct  after 
an  examination  of  an  official 
table  showing  the  quantities 
of  stamps  printed  from  1855  to  1859,  and 
taking  into  account  the  corroborative  evi- 
dence supplied  by  obliterated  specimens,  and 
the  personal  recollections  of  M.  Moens's  cor- 
respondent. 

The  15  centes.  had  a  very  brief  currency, 
for  on  the  30th  April,  1859,  a  few  weeks 
after  its  emission,  the  Duchess  of  Parma 
quitted  her  states  in  consequence  of  the  out- 
break of  the  revolution  which  resulted  in  the 
absorption  of  Parma  into  the  Italian  king- 
dom, and  on  the  1st  August  the  series  was 
formally  suppressed.  Obliterated  copies  of 
the  15  c.  are  scarce,  and  the  40  c.  is  not  often 
to  be  met  with  postmarked,  but  reprints  or 
remainders  of  the  three  values  of  this  series, 
as  also  of  the  5  c.  and  10  c.  of  the  preceding 
type,  black  on  colour,  are  to  be  had  for  a 
song.  As  to  the  three  stamps  of  the  first 
series  in  colour  on  white,  they  have  not  been 
reprinted,  and  of  them  unused  copies  are  far 
from  common,  whilst  even  used  specimens  of 
the  5  c.  and  25  c.  possess  a  certain  value. 

So  much  for  the  old  ducal  stamps  for  the 
prepayment  of  postage;  but  there  were  other 
stamps  issued  contemporaneously,  which  re- 
quire to  be  noticed.     I  refer  to  the 

JOURNAL-TAX    STAMPS. 

They  were  first  issued  pursuant  to  a 
treaty  of  the  9th  August,  1852,  by  which  the 
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states  of  Parma  and  Modena  bound  them- 
selves to  adopt  the  Austrian  system  of 
taxing  foreign  political  journals.  A  subse- 
quent notice  fixed  the  amount  of  the  tax  at  9 
centesimi,  and  1st  February,  1 853,  as  the  date 
for  its  introduction.  By  the  terms  of  this 
notice  the  stamp  which  this  ordonnance 
rendered  necessary  was  to  be  struck  on  the 
first  page  of  the  journal.  The  correspondent 
above  referred  to  has  resuscitated  the  design, 
which  consists  of  two  concentric  circles,  be- 
tween which  runs  the  inscription  gazzette 
esteee  (foreign  journals)  paema.  In  the  cen- 
tre is  the  Parmesan  shield  and  crown  in  out- 
line, and  below  the  shield  the  value  cent  9. 
This  stamp  was  handstruck  in  black,  and  was 
used  from  the  1st  February  to  the  loth 
April,  1853.  On  that  date  adhesive  stamps 
were  introduced  for  the  collection  of  the  tax. 
They  were  of  the  annexed  well-known  type, 
which  subsequently  served 
for  the  provisional  postage 
stamps.  The  single  value, 
9  centesimi,  was  struck  in 
black,  at  first  on  greyish  blue, 
and  afterwards  on  a  deeper 
blue. 

On  the  31st  October,  1857,  the  treaty  with 
Austria  expired,  and  in  anticipation  of  its 
expiry  a  decree  was  issued  on  the  8th  of  the 
same  month,  reducing  the  tax  on  journals  from 
nine  centesimi  to  six  centesimi.  The  6  centes. 
journal  stamp,  struck  in  black  on  dark  rose, 
made  its  appearance  in  consequence  on  the 
1st  November,  and  continued  in  use  until  the 
annexation.  On  the  9th  June,  1859,  the 
Bourbon  rule  finally  ceased,  and  the  Sar- 
dinian government  appointed  Count  Pallieri 
as  provisional  administrator  of  the  duchy. 
The  latter  having  ascertained  from  the 
different  post-offices  that  the  tax  on  the 
journals  was  a  vexatious  one,  abolished  it  on 
the  6th  July,  1859. 

Both  the  journal-tax  stamps  are  common 
enough  unused,  but  used  copies  are  not 
priced  in  the  catalogues.  There  are  some 
misprint  varieties  of  each. 

Provisional  Series  of  Postage  Stamps. 

Count  Pallieri  applied  to  the  Turin  post- 
office  on  the  26th  June,  1859,  for  a  supply 
of  Sardinian  postage  stamps,  and  a  small 


quantity  was  at  once  sent.  They  were 
issued  to  the  public  on  the  25th  July,  and 
the  stock  being  soon  exhausted,  a  fresh 
application  was  made  on  the  2nd  August, 
which  was  refused,  probably  for  political 
reasons.  On  the  8th  August,  Count  Pallieri 
addressed  a  proclamation  to  the  people  of 
Parma  informing  them  of  his  intention  to 
withdraw  and  leave  them  to  themselves,  but 
it  appears  that  the  threat  was  only  a  feint. 
He  remained,  but  as  no  Sardinian  stamps 
could  be  had,  and  things  were  in  a  pro- 
visional state,  it  was  deemed  advisable  to 
have  recourse  to  the  type  of  the  old  journal- 
tax  stamps,  with  its  simple  inscription,  stati 
parmensi,  which  compromised  nobody.  A 
supply  was  struck  off  in  colour  on  white, 
and  issued  without  formal  notice  between 
the  16th  and  the  27th  August.  The  values 
wrere  those  of  the  Sardinian  stamps,  which 
had  enjoyed  a  brief  fortnight's  currency, 
viz.  : — 

5  centesimi     yellowish  green,  bluish  green. 
10  ,,  brown. 

20         „  blue,  pale  blue,  dark  blue. 

40         „  vermilion,  red-brown. 

80         ,,  olive-yellow,  yellow,  orange, 

deep  orange. 
They  remained  in  use  until  the  end  of  April, 
1860,  although  the  Sardinian  stamps  wrere 
formally  introduced  on  the  12th  January,  of 
that  year. 

Misprint  varieties  are  to  be  found  among 
them  as  among  their  predecessors.  All  the 
values,  except  the  80  centes.,  are  common 
unused,  though  not  many  years  back  they 
were  considered  as  rarities.  The  specimens 
now-a-days  offered  for  sale  must,  if  we  accept 
the  statement  of  M.  Moens's  correspondent 
(and  he  certainly  appears  to  be  fully  in- 
formed), form  part  of  the  surplus  stock  or 
"remainder"  in  the  Parma  post-office ;  for  he 
distinctly  says  that  "None  of  the  old 
Parmesan  stamps  have  ever  been  reprinted. 
After  an  inventory  of  the  plates  had  been 
taken  by  Count  Barals  they  were  all  packed 
up,  and  subsequently  sent  off  to  the  Finance 
Minister  at  Turin."  To  this,  indeed,  it  may 
be  objected  that  stamps  w^hich  have  even 
been  engraved  in  Turin,  under  the  eye  of  the 
Finance  Minister  have  been  reprinted.  The 
fact  that  the  plates  were  sent  to  Turin  does 
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not  appear  to  me  to  be  conclusive,  and  cer- 
tainly if  there  have  been  no  reprints  taken 
of  the  stamps  of  Parma,  the  surplus  stock 
of   some    of    the   values    must    have    been 


enormous. 


SPANISH   PHILATELICO-LEGAL 
CHRONOLOGY. 

BY   DON   M.    P.    DE   FIGUEROA. 

(Continued  from  vol.  xi.,  page  162^ 

1857. 
ltth  October. — 'When,  in  virtue  of  the  regu- 
lations of  the  11th  and  22nd  August,  1856, 
a  functionary  receives  an  official  letter,  and 
cannot  give  up  the  envelope  in  justification 
with  the  post-office,  he  shall  give  a  memo- 
randum of  the  amount  paid,  and  that  shall 
be  kept  in  the  accounts  and  serve  as  a  dis- 
charge. 

1858. 
1st   July.— That   the    stamps    on    certain 
packages  of  trinkets,  of  which  the  circula- 
tion through  the  post  is  permitted,  shall  be 
obliterated  with  a  pen-and-ink  cross. 

7th  October. — That  in  the  principal  post- 
offices,  and  in  certain  secondary  offices,  the 
postage  stamps  shall  be  obliterated  on  and 
after  the  15th  of  that  month  with  a  stamp 
bearing  a  rotation  number,  and  shall  be 
obliterated  in  all  other  offices  by  means  of 
the  date-stamp.  Black  ink  must  be  em- 
ployed in  cancelling  the  stamps.  [The  post- 
marks with  rotation  number  were  those  with 
two  concentric  circles,  within  which  the 
number  of  the  post-office  was  repeated  five 
times.  This  is  the  only  known  official  docu- 
ment treating  of  postmarks.] 

1859. 

7tk  February. — That  after  the  recent  noti- 
fication of  the  existence  of  false  stamps, 
careful  examination  should  be  made  of  the 
stamps  passing  through  each  office,  and  that 
the  investigation  should  be  pursued  when- 
ever the  first  glance  inspires  a  doubt. 

hth  May. — That  letters  returned  to  the 
senders  in  consequence  of  their  omission  to 
comply  with  the  regulations,  shall  be  carried 
free  under  the  stamp  of  the  Director- General. 

9th  and  19th  November. — That  letters  from 
the  army  engaged  in  Africa,  which  bear  the 


date-stamp  of  that  army,  shall  be  allowed  to 
circulate  without  being  prepaid ;  no  postage 
whatever  shall  be  charged  on  single  letters, 
and  the  rate  on  double  ones  shall  be  col- 
lected from  the  recipient. 

2bth  November. — That  post-offices  which 
do  not  possess  the  special  handstamp  (re- 
ferred to  in  the  order  of  the  7th  October, 
1858),  obliterating  the  frank  stamps,  shall 
cancel  with  the  ordinary  date-stamp. 

15th  December. — That  the  letters  for  the 
army  in  Africa  shall  be  sent  on  to  their 
destination,  even  when  they  do  not  bear  a 
frank  stamp. 

1860. 

17th  January. — Gives  notice  of  the  varia- 
tion in  the  design  of  the  stamps  to  be  used 
on  and  after  the  1st  February  of  that  year. 
Their  values  are  2  cuartos,  4  cuartos,  12 
cuartos,  1  real  and  2  reales. 

1st  Jane. — Refers  to  the  franking  and 
registration  of  certain  documents  with 
official  stamps. 

18th  November. — Forbids  the  private  sale 
of  stamps,  and  renders  the  same  a  trans- 
gression of  the  laws  against  dealing  in  con- 
traband articles. 

18th  November. — Refers  to  the  allowance 
of  a  discount  of  four  per  100  on  certain  sur- 
plus stamps. 

1861. 
Nothing. 

1862. 

11th  and  26th  February,  and  10th  March. — 
That  letters  for  or  from  persons  serving  in 
the  army  employed  in  Mexico  shall  be  car- 
ried free. 

18th  May. — That  letters  bearing  50-centi- 
mo  receipt  stamps,  instead  of  postage  stamps, 
shall  be  treated  as  unpaid. 

27th  May. — That  packages  which  appear 
to  contain  used  postage  stamps  should  be 
carefully  examined  and  opened,  as  it  is 
believed  that  by  means  of  such  stamps  it  is 
intended  to  perpetrate  a  fraud  on  a  large 
scale  against  the  state. 

1st  July. — That  various  counterfeits  of  the 
existing  postage  stamps  having  been  de- 
tected, the  new  four-cuarto  stamps  will  be 
issued  on  the  16th  of  this  month. 

18^/i  July. — That  on  the  1st  August,  the 
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circulation  of  the  following  new  stamps  will 
commence  : — 2  cuartos,  12  cuartos,  19  cuar- 
tos  ;  1  real  and  2  reales. 

19th  December. — Gives  notice  of  the  dis- 
covery of  a  forgery  of  the  four-cuarto  stamp, 
and  describes  the  differences  between  the 
counterfeit  and  the  original. 

1863. 

18^7*  July. — That  the  postage  of  news- 
papers shall  not  be  received  in  money,  but 
shall  be  prepaid  in  stamps,  which  shall  be 
obliterated  by  the  post-office  clerk  in  the 
presence  of  the  person  who  delivers  them. 

16th  and  26th  September. — That  corre- 
spondence addressed  by  officials  possessing 
the  franking  privilege,  to  corporations  and 
functionaries  who  do  not  possess  it,  shall  be 
delivered  free,  whatever  may  be  its  weight ; 
and  that  provincial  and  municipal  corpora- 
tions communicating  with  the  state  authori- 
ties, must  prepay  their  correspondence  at 
the  ordinary  postal  rates. 

24th  September. — Approves  the  issue  of 
30,000  one-real  stamps  printed  in  the  Phil- 
ippines, by  order  of  the  Finance  Superin- 
tendent of  those  islands,  to  meet  the  require- 
ments of  the  exterior  correspondence. 

24th  December. — That  on  the  1st  January, 
1864,  new  four-cuarto  stamps  will  be  put  on 
sale,  and  the  existing  4  c.  stamps  withdrawn. 

1864. 

20th  February. — That  on  the  1st  March, 
new  stamps  of  the  value  of  2  cuartos,  12  cu- 
artos, 19  cuartos,  1  real  and  2  reales,  respec- 
tively, will  be  issued. 

27th  February. — That  single  letters  from 
the  army  in  Santo  Domingo,  which  arrive 
unpaid,  shall  be  delivered  free  whenever  they 
bear  a  stamp  with  the  legend  Fjercito  de 
Operaciones  de  Santo  Domingo. 

22nd  and  31st  May. — That  the  postage  on 
journals  or  printed  matter  for  abroad,  which 
is  now  paid  in  money,  shall  in  future  be  paid 
in  postage  stamps  representing  the  amount, 
which  must  be  put  on  and  obliterated  in  the 
office  with  a  pen-and-ink  cross. 

2nd  September. — That  letters  from  the 
Philippines  shall  not  be  detained  when  they 
are  prepaid  with  the  provisional  stamps  made 
there  (see  Decree  of  24th  September,  1863), 


or  with  those  subsequently  printed  in  the 
peninsula. 

1 2th  September. — That  the  punched  stamps 
from  telegraph  certificates  shall  be  sent  to 
the  chief  office,  packed  in  white  paper,  and 
classified. 

10//j-  November. — That  the  Finance  Super- 
intendent of  the  Philippines  is  ordered  to 
maintain  in  circulation  the  postage  stamps 
of  1  real  and  2  reales  plata  fuerte  of  the 
issue  of  1855-56 ;  that  this  order  is  ap- 
proved of,  and  that  consequently  letters  from 
those  islands  may  be  accepted  which  are  pre- 
paid with  the  stamps  referred  to,  viz.,  1  real 
green,  bust  to  right,  hair  curled,  no  crown ; 
2  reales  brick,  same  type.* 

19th  November. — Notice  of  the  discovery 
of  forged  4  c.  stamps  in  the  Albacete  post- 
office,  and  description  of  the  test  points  of 
the  forgery. 

olst  December. — That  the  use  of  new 
stamps  of  the  values  of  2  cuartos,  4  cuartos, 
12  cuartos,  and  19  cuartos,  and  1  real  and 
2  reales,  respectively,  will  commence  on  the 
1st  January,  1865. 

1865. 

11th  February. — Information  is  requested 
from  all  the  post-offices  with  reference  to  the 
collation  of  statistics  of  the  employment  of 
forged  and  cleaned  stamps. 

Uth  April.— That  the  2  cuartos,  12 
cuartos,  and  19  cuartos,  and  1  real  and  2 
reales  stamps,  which  will  be  delivered  out  to 
the  provinces,  will  be  perforated  like  the  4 
cuartos  ;  that  this  need  not  prevent  the  pre- 
vious unperforated  supply  from  being  used 

30th  November. — That  black  printing-ink 
shall  be  used  to  obliterate  the  postage 
stamps,  and  that  all  the  postage  stamps  will 
be  changed  in  1 866. 

22nd  December. — That  a  set  of  the  stamps 
intended  for  use  in  1866  be  sent  to  all  the 
principal  colonial  post-offices,  as  specimens 
and  for  comparison  with  forgeries. 


*  We  must  admit  we  can  only  understand  this  notice 
on  this  supposition,  that  it  refers  to  the  intention  of  the 
Philippines  Superintendent  to  reissue  the  stamps  of  the 
1S55-6  (or  rather  1854-5)  type  in  the  colours  mentioned 
— an  iutention  which  certainly  cannot  have  been  carried 
out. 
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S0/7i  December. — During  the  first  week  of 
the  year  1866,  the  stamps  of  the  1865  series 
shall  be  admitted  in  prepayment  of  postage. 

1866. 
•    30  th  June. — That  letters  for  the  interior 
prepaid  with  false  stamps  shall  be  treated  as 
unpaid,  the  motive  to  be  noted  on  the  en- 
velope. 

Ai.h  July. — That  on  and  after  the  1st  of 
August,  the  employment  of  stamps  for  official 
correspondence  shall  cease,  and  the  authori- 
ties entitled  to  frank  shall  note  the  weight 
of  the  letter  on  the  envelope.  [This  class  of 
stamps  had  been  in  use  for  twelve  years,  the 
first  series  having  been  created  in  1854.] 

20th  July. — That  the  existing  stamps  of 
the  denomination  of  20  centimos  de  escudo 
will  be  withdrawn  from  circulation,  and  be 
replaced  on  the  1st  August  by  others  of  the 
same  value,  resembling  in  design  the  stamps 
of  1864. 

20th  December. — That  a  fresh  series  of 
postage  stamps  will  be  issued  for  the  service 
of  the  year  1867,  and  specimens  will  be  sent 
to  all  the  post  offices  for  reference,  and  to 
permit  of  the  detection  of  forgeries. 
1867. 

Nothing' 


THE    PHILATELICAL   SOCIETY, 
LONDON. 

A  meeting  of  the  Philatelical  Society  was 
held,  on  June  13th,  at  Dr.  Yiner's,  34,  Den- 
bigh Street,  when  the  stamps  of  Bergedorf, 
Bermuda,  Bolivar,  and  Bolivia,  were  ex- 
hibited and  compared. 

In  the  former  country  the  President  was 
the  only  possessor  of  genuine  copies  of  the 
first  issue.  Very  insidious  forgeries  of  both 
issues  were  shown  by  one  of  the  members. 
The  President  pointed  out  that,  in  all 
genuine  stamps,  the  two  towers  do  not 
touch  at  top;  the  tip  of  the  eagle's  wing 
touches  the  middle  of  a  circlet;  the  four 
claws  are  distinct  and  far  apart ;  the  post- 
horn  is  well  shaped,  and  just  touches  the  tip 
of  the  tail ;  the  beak  is  opened,  and  at  some 
distance  from  the  wing ;  the  loop-hole  on 
the  lower  part  of  the  tower  is  very  distinct, 
and  formed  by  a  round  dot  surrounded  by  a 


clear  circle.  The  forgeries*  fail  in  most  of 
the  above  points  ;  those  exhibited  were  all 
chili/  postmarked  by  four  parallel  black  lines. 

In  Bolivar  and  Bolivia  the  President's 
collection  was  again  the  most  complete, 
wanting  only  the  100  oentavos  green,  second 
issue,  of  the  latter  country. 

The  100  centavos  of  the  3rd  and  4th  issues 
were  of  two  shades,  viz.,  orange^aud  orange- 
red,  but  nothing  approaching  yellow..  Mr.  de 
Ysasi  showed  a  10  c.  red,  eleven  stars,  post- 
marked 9  octee,  1869,  to  show  that  the  date 
of  issue  cannot  be  1871,  as  given  by  The 
Philatelical  Catalogue.  The  same  gentleman 
had  also  in  his  collection  the  5  c.  black  and 
10  c.  green,  figure  of  Justice,  used.  Mr.  de 
Ysasi  had  received  the  above  three  stamps 
from  J.  P.  Cregoe,  Esq.,  of  Falmouth. 

Several  other  novelties  were  exhibited  by 
Dr.  Yiner,  Messrs.  de  Ysasi,  Breitfuss,  and 
de  Joannis. 

The  next  meeting  will  be  held  on  the  4th 
of  July,  at  2.  30,  at  the  residence  of  Mr.  de 
Ysasi,  39,  Brondesbury  Yillas,  Kilburn. 
N.  W.  The  stamps  of  Bremen  and  Brazil 
will  form  the  subject  of  study. 

CORRESPONDENCE. 

A  FEW  REMARKS  ON  RECENT  CORRESPONDENCE. 

To  the  Editor  o/"The  Stamp-Collector's  Magazine." 

Dear  Sir, — I  fear  that  the  loose  way  in  which  I  wrote 
the  few  words  on  the  stamps  of  Antigua,  which  ap- 
peared in  your  number  for  April  last,  have  given  rise  to  a 
misapprehension  on  the  part  of  your  correspondent,  "  A 
London  Collector."  I  quite  agree  with  him  that  prior 
to  the  issue  of  the  Id.  and  6d.,  between  1867-70,  the  star 
had  one  point  up.  Though  some  persons  may  be  in- 
clined to  think  that  it  can  be  of  little  moment  whether 
one  point  was  up  or  two  points  up,  yet  the  observation 
of  "A  London  Collector"  is  very  valuable  from  this  point 
of  view — that  it  serves  to  determine  whether  a  6d.  green 
belongs  to  an  epoch  prior  to  1867,  or  to  the  subsequent 
issue.  With  respect  to  the  Id.  it  is  clear— as  he  and  I 
have  both  met  with  stamps  of  the  orange-vermilion 
shade  with  one  and  two  points  up — that  the  change  took 
place  during  their  reign.  Will  he,  however,  allow  me  to 
tell  him  a  little  story  which  appeared  some  time  ago  in 
one  of  the  Paris  newspapers  ?  It  was  to  the  following 
effect.  A  party  of  savants,  after  partaking  of  a  dejeuner 
with  a  friend  at  one  of  those  cockney  villas  which  abound 
in  the  outskirts  of  Paris,  and  are  dignified  by  the  name  of 
a  maison  de  campa</?te, — where  the  proprietor  spends  his 
summer,  and  fancies  he  is  in  the  country, — strolled  into 
the  garden  to  take  their  coffee  and  cigars.  One  of  the 
party  called  attention  to  a  phenomenon  he  had  just 
noticed.  On  putting  his  hand  on  one>f  those  reflecting 
balls,  so  common  an  ornament  in  these*  uburban  gardens, 
he  found  that  the  side  on  which  the  sun's  rays  were  then 
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falling  directly  was  cooler  than  the  side  immediately 
opposite.  This  fact,  having  been  duly  verified  by  the 
other  savants,  gave  rise  to  considerable  discussion  as  to 
how  it  was  to  be  accounted  for.  Professor  Moonraker 
gave  it  as  his  opinion  that  the  rays  of  heat  from  the  sun 
falling  on  the  convex  surface  of  the  ball,  passed  through 
it,  and  were  concentrated  on  the  inner  concave  side. 
This  theory  was  pooh-poohed  by  Professor  Stumper,  who 
declared  that  it  was  absurd  to  suppose  for  a  moment  that 
the  rays  would  pass  through,  and  that  the  only  rational 
theory  was  that  the  rays  fell  on  the  ground  and  were 
thence  reflected  on  the*  side  of  the  ball  nearest  to  the 
ground.  It  would  be  useless  to  mention  other  theories 
propounded  by  other  professors  equally  learned,  but  each 
ventured  his  opinions,  almost  all  differing  from  one 
another.  At  last  the  hCst  asked  the  gardener  whether  he 
had  ever  noticed  the  circumstance  before.  "  Don't  know 
as  how  I  have,"  was  the  reply ;  "  but  as  I  found  the  top 
side  very  hot  a  little  while  ago,  I  turned  the  ball  over." 

Now,  "A  London  Collector"  has  evidently  been  sub- 
mitting a  case  on  the  sidereal  difficulties  of  the  Antigua 
stamps  to  the  savants  ;  for  he  comes  down  with  a  wonder- 
ful theory  of  the  President  of  the  Philatelical  Society 
about  twisting  the  stars.  In  fact,  the  President  differs 
toto  cozlo  from  "A  London  Collector;"  for  the  former 
evidently  regards  the  stars  as  being  of  a  planetary  kind, 
while  the  latter,  regarding  them  as  fixed,  gets  out  of  the 
difficulty  by  suggesting  two  sets  of  stars,  one  with  one 
point  up,  and  the  other  with  two  points  up.  Now,  if 
these  gentlemen  had  themselves  either  examined  the 
stamps  in  sheets,  or  had  applied  to  a  dealer  who  had  done 
so,  they  would  have  found  that  all  the  earlier  issues  were 
printed  lengthwise  of  the  paper  ;  but  about  1867  or  1868 
the  mode  of  printing  was  changed,  and  they  were  printed 
crosswise  of  the  paper,  the  stars  consequently  appeared 
with  two  points  up,  instead  of  two  points  on  the  sides. 

I  should  be  sorry  to  appear  to  question  any  theory 
advanced  by  the  President  of  the  Philatelical  Society, 
but  I  may  confess  that  I  do  not  understand  what  is  meant 
about  turning  the  stars,  "as  is  usual  when  cleaning 
the  plates,  or  when  they  get  worn."  Is  it  only  when 
we  are  dealing  with  the  stars  that  they  get  half  a  turn  ? 
for  I  think  I  should  have  a  difficulty  in  discovering 
an  English  penny  stamp  with  a  recumbent  crown.  The 
presence  of  a  watermark  in  the  paper  is  simply  due  to  a 
design  worked  into  the  web  of  the  wire  network  over 
which  the  pulp  passes,  or  on  which  it  spreads  itself  when  in 
a  liquid  state.  The  paper  used  for  the  Antigua  stamps  is 
a  hand-made  paper,  with  a  series  of  stars,  as  the  design  of 
the  watermark,  enclosed  in  a  framework  of  five  or  six 
lines,  and  the  Avords  postage  (if  I  remember  rightly)  in 
this  border.  Why  many  of  these  colonial  stamps  should 
be  printed  as  carelessly  as  they  are,  it  is  difficult  to  say. 
How  few  of  the  later  printed  Antiguas  have  their  stars  in 
the  centre !  and  I  have  found  specimens  wholly  printed 
on  the  borders  of  lines,  and  others  bearing  portions  of  the 
watermarked  lettering  of  the  border. 

I  entirely  agree  with  "A  London  Collector"  in  his 
remarks  on  the  so-called  variety  in  the  15  centes.  Austria, 
that  the  f  is  not  an  error,  but  is  simply  a  misshapen  k. 
How  it  could  be  anything  else  it  would  be  very  difficult 
to  conceive.  The  whole  tribe  of  the  kreuzer  and  cen- 
tesimi  series  are  from  the  same  matrix.  The  only  mov- 
able parts  are  the  values,  and  the  very  fact  of  the  5  being 
in  a  different  position  in  the  imperfect  k's  to  what  it 
is  in  the  subsequently  printed  perfect  ones,  is  to  my  mind 
a  proof  that  a  fresh  die  was  used,  and  the  value  set  up 
afresh. 

The  45  centes.  on  ribbed  paper  is  not  uncommonly  met 
with,  but  the  5  and  10  centes  on  ribbed  paper  are  not 


known   to  me,   except    through  the   medium     of    The 
Philaielieal  Catalogue. 

As  a  general  rule  stamp  collectors  have  had  a  consider- 
able amount  of  ridicule  to  put  up  with.  The  Times,  in 
mentioning  the  sale  by  auction  of  postage  stamps,  which 
occurred  some  two  years  ago,  headed  the  paragraph  with 
the  words,  "  The  height  of  human  folly."  For  my  own 
part,  I  care  nothing  about  such  remarks ;  and  I  am 
willing  to  range  myself  either  among  the  old  boys  or  the 
young  boys,  if  it  is  thought,  that  riper  years  should  not 
indulge  in  such  fancies  ;  though  I  do  not  see  wherein  the 
possessor  of  a  rare  postage  stamp  is  a  whit  more  foolish 
than  the  possessor  of  some  black-letter  tract,  which  is 
neither  useful  nor  ornamental,  and  the  sole  enjoyment  of 
which  must  exist  in  its  possession  ;  but  there  is  one  thing 
that  I  confess  to  be  a  sore  point,  and  this  is  to  be  lectured 
on  one's  gullibility,  especially  when  this  affects  one's 
pocket.  It  was  not  pleasant  in  the  years  1868  and  1869, 
after  having,  at  considerable  trouble  and  expense,  suc- 
ceeded in  completing  a  set  of  5  c.  and  10  c.  St.  Louis,  to 
find  a  gentleman,  writing  under  the  name  of  "  Albis,"  in 
a  most  magisterial  tone  of  dictation  denouncing  these 
stamps  as  Bostonian  forgeries,  and  being  only  worth  cinq 
centimes  ou  un  demi-penny,  besides  heaping  all  the  abuse 
he  could  upon  the  heads  of  a  trio  of  conspirators, — ''Messrs. 
Philbrick,  Pemberton,  and  Alfred  Smith," — who  he  ap- 
peared to  connect  with  what  he  called  the  Boston  forgers. 
It  is,  therefore,  some  gratification  to  find  that  he  has  at 
length  duly  signed  his  recantation,  and  with  the  amiable 
zeal  of  a  convert  now  heaps  coals  of  fire  on  the  heads 
of  his  adversaries  by  supplying  additional  evidence  of  the 
authenticity  of  these  stamps,  if  such  was  wanting. 

"Albis  "  is  right  as  to  the  issue  of  Maximilian  stamps 
to  Guadalajara.  I  enclose  you  two  specimens,  one  litho- 
graphed and  the  other  engraved;  the  lithographed  one 
marked  24—1866,  and  the  engraved  one  109—1863;  but 
you  will  observe  that  neither  of  them  is  obliterated  with 
the  stamp  which  served  for  the  manufacture  of  the  cele- 
brated provisional  series.  Up  to  the  present  time  this 
stamp  has,  to  my  knowledge,  only  been  seen  as  an  ob- 
literating mark  on  some  very  few  specimens  of  the  eagle 
type  dated  in  1866. 

I  am,  dear  sir, 

Yours  truly, 

A  PARISIAN  COLLECTOR. 


THE  ST.  LOUIS  TWENTY  CENTS. 

To  the  Editor  of "  The  Stamp-Collector's  Magazine." 

Dear  Sir, — I  see  that  you  consider  "collectors'  doubts 
and  fears  may  now  be  deemed  finally  set  at  rest,"  since 
"the  spurious  character  of  the  20  c.  is  now  established." 
Might  I  ask,  How  do  you  establish  the  spurious  nature  of 
this  same  20  c.  ?  A  newspaper-cutting  giving  the  history 
of  the  introduction  of  5  c.  and  10  c.  stamps  can  hardly 
be  your  ground  for  saying  that  the  20  .c.  is  spurious, 
since  a  20  c,  or  other  value,  might  be  issued  subsequently, 
and  still  be  genuine.  It  would  be  a  poor  compliment  to 
your  sagacity  to  say,  that  it  is  hardly  likely  you  would 
make  a  deduction  on  such  grounds  as  an  original  chi-oni- 
cle  or  decree,  containing  no  mention  of  a  stamp  issued 
at  a  date  long  subsequent.  You  might  as  well  argue 
(though,  as  I  know  you  do  not  so  argue  in  this  case,  it  is 
almost  idle  for  me  to  mention  it)  that  the  ninepenny 
English  is  "spurious,"  because  the  original  decree  (to 
use  the  word  in  its  postal  official  sense)  made  no  mention 
of  such  a  value.  But  of  course,  as  the  spurious  nature  of 
the  20  cent  St.  Louis  is  established,  according  to  your  last 


J 12 


THE   STAMP-COLLECTOR'S  MAGAZINE. 


impression,  it  will  interest  many  who  have  read  your 
numbers  with  due  diligence  to  learn  definitely  by  what 
means  it  tea*  established,  since  nothing  conclusive  can 
be  gathered  (I  speak  for  myself)  from  your  past  volumes. 
Assertion  is  not  proof  by  any  means.  I  have  a  strong 
opinion  in  this  matter,  and  always  have  had,  and  if  you 
will  show  me  how  the  spurious  nature  of  the  20  c.  St. 
Louis  is  (i.e.,  already)  established,  I  shall  be  very  much 
indebted.  On  the  other  hand,  I  may  say  that  if  the 
spuriousness  of  the  20  c.  in  already  established,  there  are 
not  more  than  four  genuine  5  c.  and  10  c.  St.  Louis 
stamps  known  in  England,  and  those  rest  where  they 
have  been  for  very  many  years. 

Of  the  2  c.  St"  Louis  1  have  no  knowledge,  and  every 
probability  is  certainly  against  such  a  value;  but  since 
the  spurious  nature  of  the  20  c.  is  established,  we  may    j 
assume  that  the  2  c.  will  never  appear. 

Inspecting  Maximilian  Mexican  surcharged  guadala- 
j\ra,  I  have  a  very  distinct  recollection  (of  which  I  can 
offer  no  proof,  however,  at  the  present  time),  that,  when 
I  received  my  large  lot  of  the  Guadalajara  provisionals, 
unused,  in  1870, 1  also  had  four  13  c.  indigo,  lithographed, 
surcharged  Guadalajara  at  sides,  but  as  I  only  went  by 
memory,  I  did  not  write  to  you  about  it,  though  I  com- 
municated my  recollections  to  Mr.  Philbrick. 

You  were  good  enough  to  point  out  in  your  last  number 
what    The   1'hilattlist  had   overlooked,"  that   they   had    j 
alreadv  chronicled  the  Cabul  from  me  (without  acknow-    i 
ledgment),  though  it   was  illustrated  in   May   by   the 
editor   as   something   entirely   new.      The  discrepancies    j 
between  their  description  and  mine  of  the  colours  of  the    j 
8  annas  and  1  rupee,  might  be  easily  reconciled  had  you    j 
seen  the  originals.     My  "description  of  the  colour  as  ma-    j 
roon  is  perhaps  nearer"  than  their  mauve  ;  the  latter  my 
specimens  certainly  were  not,  but  they  were  of  an  in- 
describable tint,  which  I  thought  maroon,  as  a  somewhat. 
wide  tint,  would  conveniently  embrace.     You  might  al- 
most call  it  the  bran-violet  of  "the  French,  but  it  has  more 
of  a  red-plum  colour. 

The  remarks  of  your  correspondent,  "A  London  Collec- 
tor," on  the  K.  F.  variety  of  the  15  centes.  Austrian  Italy 
go  a  little  nearer  to  the*  truth  than  some  other  remarks 
I  have  read  on  the  same  subject.  I  am  perfectly  aware 
that  the  F  is  but  a  broken  K,  but  I  termed  it  the  K.  F. 
varietv  for  the  sake  of  easy  distinction,  it  being  undoubt- 
edly the  first  edition  of  the  issue  of  that  value.  The 
position  of  the  word  centes.,  the  position  of  s  of  centes., 
the  break  in  the  frame,  and  other  things,  prove  it  to  be 
different  with  later  impressions.  Though  but  slight,  it  is 
another  step  in  the  history  of  the  stamps,  and  more  worthy 
of  attention  than  the  corrfos  error  on  the  1857  Spain, 
which  (despite  a  distinct  assertion  to  the  contrary  in  the 
May  Philatelist)  is  nothing  more  nor  less  than  a  blocked- 
up  letter  e,  and  nothing  can  make  it  more  or  less.  Fur 
fear  that  the  hypercritical  should  say  that  my  "  as- 
sertion is  not  proof,"  I  would  ask  how  it  is  that  some 
sheets  of  the  1  real  do  show  it  plainly,  some  indistinctly,  j 
and  most  of  them  not  at  all?  All  stamps  reproduced  by 
lithography  are  subject  to  such  fillings  up,  and  all  stamps, 
too,  which  are  not  printed  with  great  care  from  steei 
plates.  There  are  few  countries  in  which  I  could  not 
show  unchronieled  "errors."  This  "filling  up,"  at 
times,  will  quite  alter  the  appearance  of  a  stamp,  and 
really  puzzle  one  at  first  as  to  the  genuineness  of  the  spe- 
cimen ;  notice  the  Cubans  of  1857,  as  well  as  the  Spanish 
of  the  same  year;  indetd,  every  stamp  which  has  an  im- 
mense circulation  will  be  found  to  exhibit  flaws  and 
variations  (apparent),  if  you  only  get  together  a  sufficient 
varietv  of  specimens.  But  1  am  leaving  the  Austrian- 
Italy  of  1850  :  the  ribbed  paper  are  undoubtedly  rare,  but 


there  is  the  3  kr.  red,  on  laid  paper  (Austria),  which  is  far 
rarer.  The  minor  varieties  of  which  your  correspondent 
speaks,  are  of  the  "  blocked-up "  or  "broken-down" 
genus,  neither  of  whieh  could  I  possibly  notice.  They 
did  not  seem  to  me  to  prove  separate  prints,  like  the  K.  F., 
so  I  did  not  trouble  about  them,  as  there  was  a  per- 
fect sufficiency  without  them  in  all  conscience !  The  15 
centes.  and  3j  centes.,  on  ribbed  paper,  have  long  been 
known,  and  all  are  certainly  uncommon;  the  other  values 
are  much  rarer,  my  specimens  of  5  centes.  and  10  centes. 
being,  perhaps,  unique.  It  may  be  interesting  to  some  of 
your  readers  to  know,  that  I  have  good  reason  to  believe 
that  this  ribbing  of  the  paper  was  more  general  than  is 
usually  imagined,  but  in  general  was  bo  slight  that  after 
a  specimen  has  had  a  few  years  wear  and  tear  there  is 
nothing  left  of  the  ribs;  1  imagine  that  it  was  effected 
after  the  printing  and  gumming  of  the  sheets.  I  also  be- 
lieve that  there  are  other  things  to  be  discovered  about 
the  1850  series  for  Austria.  What  is  the  meaning  of  the 
watermark  found  in  very  rough  toned  papers  ?  I  also 
believe  that  there  will  be  found  ultimately  the  explana- 
tion of  a  peculiar  impressed  burele  in  the  substance  of 
the  paper  used  for  certain  specimens  of  the  185! i  series; 
I  have  noticed  it  on  the  backs  very  often,  but  it  seems 
due  alone  to  pressure,  and  is  difficult  to  fix  in  any  way. 
It  is  many  years  since  I  first  observed  it  on  the  1  kr. ; 
it  seems  a  mass  of  curling  lines  :  there  may  be  a  pattern, 
but  it  is  so  difficult  even  to  see  that  I  should  not  care  to 
say  what  I  think  about  it. 

Yours  truly, 
Dawlish.  E.  L.   PEMBERTON. 

[Our  talented  correspondent  puts  us  a  question  to 
which  the  reply  is  not  difficult.  We  establish  the  spu- 
rious nature  of  "the  20  c.  Saint  Louis  by  the  following  :  — 

1.  It  is  not  mentioned  in  the  official  documents  :  the  5  c. 
and  10  c.  are. 

2.  The  value  20  c.  paid  no  rate  of  postage  chargeable  in 
respect  of  the  service  for  which  the  other  values  were 
almost  necessarily  created. 

3.  In  no  case  of  local  stamps  issued  at  this  period 
is  there  a  value  of  20  c.  issued. 

4.  The  specimens  of  20  c.  we  have  seen  are  all  evi- 
dently altered  from  a  5  c.  stamp  (the  die  being  in  an 
intermediate  state),  and  the  alteration  is  effected  by 
scraping,  or  otherwise  removing,  the  figure  5 ;  and  then 
with  India  ink,  or  some  other  deep  black  fluid,  inserting 
the  figures  20.  This  thinning,  or  abrasion,  of  the  paper 
is  palpable  on  every  specimen  we  have  met  with. 

It  is  not  the  mere  circumstance  of  any  one  of  these 
matters  alone  (though  the  last  would,  in  our  eyes,  be 
enough  to  condemn),  but  their  concurrence,  which  leads 
us  to  our  conclusion. 

Mr.  Pemberton  seems  to  rely  on  the  fact  that  many  5  c. 
are  about  in  collections  printed  from  the  die  in  a  later 
state  of  the  plate  than  those  from  which  the  20  c.  are 
manufactured.     This  we  are  quite  aware  of. 

The  fair  inference  in  our  judgment  is,  either  that 
a  certain  lot  of  specimens  of  the  5  c.  were  doctored  by  the 
same  manipulator,  or  that  (possibly  "-and"  might  be 
used  for  "or")  these  impressions  of  the  later  state  of  the 
dies  are  reprints,  the  plates  having  fallen  into  the  hands 
of  some  enterprising  individual.  Mr.  Pemberton  hardly 
shows  his  usual  cogency  when  he  says,  that  if  the  20  c. 
be  deemed  spurious,  then  very  few  genuine  5  c.  and  10  c. 
exist  in  England,  and  uses  this  as  an  argument  to  prove 
the  20  c.  is  genuine.  At  least  he  must  admit  it  goes  as 
far  to  demonstrate  that  these  5  c.  and  10  c.  are,  at 
best,  reprints.— Ed.] 
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PAPERS  for  BEGINNERS.— XXXVIII. 


BY   OVEltY   TAYLOK. 
EUROPE. 


Portugal 

From  a  beginner's  point  of  view  the  Portu- 
guese stamps  are  not  free  from  certain  diffi- 
culties. The  variations  of  type,  consisting 
in  the  position  of  the  profile,  and  the  curled 
or  uncurled  locks  which  adorn  it,  are 
■puzzling  things  to  one  whose  knowledge  of 
stamps  in  general  dates  back  only  a  few 
months ;  and  inattentive  collectors,  whose 
acquaintance  with  the  contents  of  their 
albums  extends  over  a  longer  period,  are  apt 
to  confound  the  current  series  with  its  im- 
mediate predecessor.  Yet,  in  fact,  all  that  is 
needed  in  order  to  understand  the  Portuguese 
issues  is  the  exercise  of  very  ordinary  powers 
of  observation.  The  first  series,  that  with 
Donna  Maria's  profile,  is  at  once  recognisable. 
In  the  second  we  get  the  portrait  of  her  suc- 
cessor, Pedro  V.,  to  right ;  in  the  third,  that 
of  the  reigning  king,  Luis,  to  left.  The 
values  are  the  same  (with  one  exception)  in 
all  three  series,  and  each  value,  throughout 
the  three  series,  keeps  the  frame  originally 
allotted  to  it.  The  three  subjoined  engrav- 
ings are  illustrations  of  the  three  successive 
types. 


1st  Type. 
(Donna  Maria). 


2nd  Type. 
(Pedro  V.) 


3rd  Type. 
(Luis  I.) 

The  following  values  and  normal  colours 
run  through  them  all :  — 

VOL.  XII.    No.  HO. 


green, 
lilac. 


5  reis  brown. 

25    „  blue. 

50    „ 
100    „ 

Added  to  which  there  is  a  25  reis  rose  in  the 
second,  and  an  additional  value — 10  reis, 
orange-yellow — in  the  third  series.  To  these 
types — identical  as  to  the  frame  and  differing 
as  to  the  portrait — succeed  two  others,  which 
are  practically  identical  as  to  the  portrait,  but 
differ  only  in  the  frame,  as  will  be  seen  from 
these  engravings  : — 


:£S»i?l£ 

^3" 

dS&^fi 

o*  — 

0r& 

Wmn 

ihK-     ik 

Ic^vw"     ^ 

wm^l 

4VJLCT3£ 

JEL* 

4th  type. 
(Luis  I.) 


5th  type. 
(Luis  I.) 


The  fifth  type  differs  chiefly  from  the 
fourth  in  that  the  labels  above  and  below 
the  portrait  are  prolonged  to  the  outer  mar- 
gin. It  differs  also  in  secondary  details  ;  the 
shape  of  the  white  labels  at  the  sides  is 
changed,  the  letters  below  the  portrait  are 
suppressed,  and  the  background  is  formed 
of  simple  vertical  lines  instead  of  a  trellis- 
pattern.  The  values  and  normal  colours  of 
these  two  series  are  the  same,  viz  : — 


5  reis 

black. 

10    „ 

yellow. 

20    „ 

ochre. 

25    „ 

rose. 

50    „ 

green. 

80    „ 

orange. 

100    „ 

lilac. 

120    „ 

blue. 

240    „ 

mauve. 

Having  thus  contrasted  the  various  series, 
and  placed  before  the  reader  their  salient 
points,  let  me  now  take  them  seriatim  for  the 
purpose  of  noticing  their  several  peculiarities, 
choosing  for  my  guide,  as  far  as  possible,  the 
admirable  and  exhaustive  article  on  the 
"  Stamps  of  Portugal,"  by  the  Rev.  R.  B. 
Earee,  which  appeared  in  the  last  volume  of 
this  magazine. 


114 


THE   STAMP-COLLECTOR'S   MAGAZINE. 


First  series. — Issued  in  1853. — The  two 
higher  values  vary  but  slightly  in  shade,  and 
present  no  admissible  colour  varieties.  They 
are  scarce  in  a  postmarked  state,  and  would 
seem  to  have  been  but  slightly  employed. 
The  5  reis  runs  from  moderately  dark  choco- 
late to  yellowish  brown ;  the  25  reis  from 
very  pale  chalky  blue  to  a  dark  dull  blue, 
verging  on  indigo.  The  5  reis  is  almost  a 
rarity,  whilst  the  25  r.  is  certainly  a  common 
stamp.  The  former  was  used  for  newspaper 
postage,  at  a  time  when  newspapers  were 
not  so  cheap  or  so  extensively  patronised  as 
at  present;  the  latter  represented  the  min- 
imum rate  for  letters  from  one  part  of  the 
country  to  the  other,  and  great  numbers 
have  been  preserved  on  the  epistles  they 
franked.  The  design  was  furnished  by  an 
engraver  who  rejoiced  in  the  sounding  name 
of  Francesco  de  Borges  Freire,  and  his 
initials — p:  b.  f. — are  found  on  the  section  of 
the  neck  of  the  bust.  It  was  struck  in  high 
relief,  like  the  design  of  succeeding  issues,  on 
a  paper  which  was  much  too  thin  to  receive 
it,  and  consequently  many  specimens  are 
found  with  the  paper  cut  through  by  the  die. 
However,  there  is  this  to  be  said  in  favour  of 
the  system  of  embossing,  that  it  rendered 
forgery  practically  impossible  :  whilst  Spain 
was  compelled  to  change  its  type  annually, 
in  order  to  checkmate  the  stamp  forgers, 
Portugal  never  had  to  call  in  a  single  stamp 
in  order  to  counteract  the  circulation  of 
counterfeits  ;  and  it  must  be  said  of  the  first 
type,  at  any  rate,  that,  from  an  artistic  point 
of  view,  it  had  some  claim  to  be  considered 
effective.  That  fine  old  lady — Donna  Maria 
— has  a  right  regal  aspect  on  the  stamps. 
In  1864  the  entire  series  was  reprinted  in  a 
very  careful  manner.  The  reprints  are  dis- 
tinguished by  the  white  gum  with  which 
they  are  backed,  that  of  the  originals  being 
brown.  The  colours  are  all  of  the  lighter 
shades,  viz.  :  5  reis,  yellowish  brown  ;  25 
reis,  chalky  blue ;  50  reis,  bright  yellow- 
green  ;  and  100  reis,  rather  pale  lilac. 
Originals  of  all  except  the  5  reis  are  scarce, 
and  used  copies  are  generally  obliterated  in 
such  an  out-and-out  way  that  really,  as  far 
as  appearance  goes,  the  reprints  are  pre- 
ferable. 

Second  series. — Issued  in  1855. — Although 


the  frames  of  the  stamps  of  the  second  and 
third  series  are,  respectively,  identical  with 
those  of  the  stamps  of  the  first,  it  must  not 
be  supposed  that  they  were  struck  from  the 
same  dies.  On  the  contrary,  fresh  dies 
were  cut,  the  designs  each  time  being 
copied  from  those  first  adopted ;  and  of  the 
correctness  of  this  statement  a  superfi- 
cial examination  will  suffice  to  satisfy  the 
reader.  The  second  series  was  engraved 
by  de  Borges  Freire,  and  his  initials  appear 
on  the  bust,  but  in  sunken  letters,  whilst  on 
the  first  type  they  were  embossed.  The 
king  is  represented  with  straight  hair,  which 
2J0,rtialhj  covers  the  ear,  as  in  the  above  en- 
graving. No  less  than  five  typical  varieties 
of  the  5  reis  are  found,  showing  that  five 
different  drawings  of  the  frame  must  have 
been  made.  The  description  of  the  distin- 
guishing points  of  the  five  types  will  be 
found  at  p.  123  of  the  last  volume.  Collec- 
tors who  happen  to  get  hold  of  any  number 
of  5  reis  stamps  would  do  well  to  compare 
them  carefully  together,  with  a  view  to  dis- 
cover the  varieties.  The  colours  of  the  two 
lower  values,  of  which,  of  course,  a  larger 
number  must  have  been  struck  than  of  the 
higher  denominations,  vary  considerably, 
the  5  reis  ranging  from  dark  chocolate  to 
yellowish  brown,  and  the  25  reis  from  chalky 
blue  to  dark  royal  blue.  The  50  reis  and 
100  reis  give  no  marked  colour  varieties. 

In  1856  an  important  modification  was 
effected  in  this  type.  The  5  reis  and  25  reis 
stamps  were  entirely  re-engraved,  and  the 
king  was  represented  on  the  new  issue  with 
curly  hair  so  disposed  as  to 
leave  the  ear  uncovered. 
The  annexed  engraving  will 
make  clear  this  distinctive 
characteristic  of  what  may 
be  termed  the  sub-type. 
Whether  the  engraver  al- 
tered the  arrangement  of  the 
hair  because  it  looked  better  curled,  or 
whether,  as  Mr.  Earee  suggests,  the  change 
was  effected  at  the  king's  own  request,  it  is 
impossible  to  say.  Perhaps  a  simple  regard 
for  truth  prompted  the  alteration.  The  sub- 
type requires  to  be  sub-divided  itself,  as  re- 
gards each  value,  into  two  typical  varieties. 
The  5  reis   in   one   variety  has   the  pearls 
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very  large,  very  close  together,  and  oval ;  and 
in  the  other  variety  they  are  small,  tolerably 
far  apart,  and  quite  round.  The  differences 
in  the  two  25  reis  lie  in  the  network  ;  in  one 
variety  it  is  coarse,  and  in  the  other  fine. 
These  stamps  run  through  the  same  gamut 
of  colours  as  their  predecessors  ;  but  I  appre- 
hend that  most  collectors  will  be  satisfied 
with  one  or,  at  the  most,  two  copies  of  each 
value. 

In  1857  a  rose  25  reis  of  the  "curly" 
type  made  its  appearance,  and  as  it  remained 
in  use  until  1862  it  became  by  far  the  com- 
monest of  the  Don  Pedro  series.  Of  this 
stamp,  also,  two  secondary  typical  varieties 
have  been  noticed. 

Third  series. — Issued  in  1862. — This 
series  came  into  circulation  just  at  the  time 
when  stamp  collecting  had  become  general ; 
it  therefore  does  not  possess  that  halo  of  an- 
tiquity, to  use  an  exaggerated  phrase,  which 
encircles  the  others.  One  cannot  help  look- 
ing with  greater  respect  on  stamps  which 
circulated  and  prepaid  and  had  their  being  in 
pre-philatelic  days.  Those  which  have  since 
come  out  and  been  superseded  we  have 
known  from  their  emission  upwards,  have 
been  familiar  with  throughout,  and  we  can 
never  look  at  them  as  so  thoroughly  obsolete 
as  the  stamps  which  were  issued  before  even 
The  Stamp- Collector  s  Magazine  was  thought 
of.  Will  my  readers  pardon  this  garrulous- 
ness  in  respect  of  my  old  acquaintances,  the 
Don  Luis  stamps  ?  They  cannot  boast  of 
being  distinguished  by  any  of  those  subtle 
differences  of  engraving  which  characterized 
their  predecessors.  The  5  reis  alone  can 
lay  claim  to  the  right  of  putting  in  an  ap- 
pearance in  duplicate,  by  reason  of  the 
existence  of  two  varieties,  in  one  of  which  the 
5  is  near  to  reis,  and  in  the  other  is  far 
away  from  that  word.  Such  a  distinction, 
however,  unsupported  by  any  other,  is  barely 
admissible.  As  to  colour  varieties,  there  are 
a  fair  number,  but  they  are  less  remarkable 
than  those  of  the  early  series.  The  5  reis  is 
found  in  chocolate  of  various  shades  ;  the  10 
reis  is  faithful  to  orange-yellow  ;  the  25  reis, 
starting  with  very  pale  rose,  arrives  at  very 
dark  rose-carmine ;  the  50  reis  varies  from 
yellow-green  to  dark  bluish  green ;  and  the 
100  reis,  from  very  pale  lilac  to  dark  lilac 


v'wlac/i.  This  series,  like  the  two  previous 
ones,  was  engraved  by  de  Borges  Freire,  who 
was  not  subsequently  employed.  His  initials 
appear,  in  sunken  letters,  on  the  edge  of  the 
bust. 

Fourth  series. — Issued  in  1866. — A  Bel- 
gian engraver,  Mr.  C.  Wiener,  was  employed 
to  produce  the  type  of  this  series,  and  he  in- 
augurated quite  a  different  style  of  design, 
whilst  keeping  to  the  old  system  of  emboss- 
ing. The  profile  of  the  king  was  not  a  suc- 
cessful one.  The  stamps,  taken  altogether, 
were  showy  and  well  printed.  The  intro- 
duction of  the  name  of  the  country  on  the 
left-hand  label  was  a  praiseworthy  inno- 
vation. The  insertion  of  the  engraver's 
initials  in  a  prominent  position  below  the 
bust  was,  on  the  other  hand,  a  blemish.  The 
normal  colours  were  adhered  to  pretty 
closely  with  the  unperforated  edition,  but  a 
year  after  a  second  edition,  neatly  perforated, 
was  issued,  and  these  show  some  noticeable 
colour  varieties.  The  240  reis,  it  should 
here  be  observed,  was  not  issued  imperf. 
Among  the  perforated  stamps  we  notice  the 
following  shades : — 

10  reis  yellow  to  vermilion-orange. 

25     „  dull  rose  to  dark  rose-carmine. 

50    „  pale  bluish  to  dark  yellowish  green. 

100    „  pale  lavender  to  dull  mauve. 

120    „  dull  chalky  blue,  ultramarine,  and 

royal  blue. 

240    „  reddish  lilac  to  bright  mauve. 

Fifth  series. — Issued  1871. — Apparently 
the  Belgian  engraver  had  not  given  satis- 
faction, for  Campos,  a  native  artist,  was 
employed  to  design  the  fifth  and  current 
type,  which  is  certainly  an  improvement  on 
the  fourth  in  many  respects.  The  king's 
portrait  is  stated  to  be  a  very  faithful  repre- 
sentation of  him.  For  the  first  time  the  en- 
graver allows  his  work  to  speak  for  itself, 
and  refrains  from  initialing  it.  Of  the 
colours  it  is  scarcely  necessary  to  speak  in 
detail;  suffice  it  to  say  that  there  is  the 
same  tendency  shown  to  variation  as  in  the 
preceding  series. 

It  is  said  that  a  2  reis  stamp,  and  inter- 
national post  cards  are  to  be  shortly  intro- 
duced. Hitherto  Portugal  has  been  guiltless 
of  post  cards,  envelopes,  and  local  stain ps. 
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NEWLY-ISSUED    OR  INEDITED 

STAMPS. 

Mexico. — As  an  appendix  to  onr  last  month's 
list,  we  give  precedence  to  the  four  follow- 
ing engravings  : — 


The  5  c.  is  brown,  the  50  c,  dark  green,  and 
the  100  c,  pinkish  red. 
The  Gazette  gives  currency 
to  the  assertion  of  a  gen- 
tleman who  has  passed 
many  years  in  Mexico,  and 
been  acquainted  with  her 
principal  men,  to  the  effect 
that  the  portrait  on  the 
last  series  is  not  that  of 
Hidalgo,  but  of  Don  Lerdo  de  Tejada,  the 
present  president.  We  register  this  asser- 
tion, but  cannot  say  we  place  much  con- 
fidence in  it.  The  new  types,  according  to 
the  above-mentioned  journal,  came  into  cir- 
culation on  the  5th  May  last. 

The  annexed  engraving  is  that  of  the  en- 
velope type,  of  which,  as  stated  in  our  last, 
there  are  two  values— 
10  c.  green  and  25  c.  dark 
blue.  As  the  Gazette 
also  notices  the  different 
disposition  of  the  sur- 
charge on  each  value,  we 
presume  that  it  has  been 
intentionally  adopted,  and 
will  be  found  on  every 
copy.  The  American 
Journal  of  Philately  bears  out  our  interpre- 
tation of  the  intelligence,  forwarded  by  a 
correspondent  in  Mexico,  as  to  the  printing 
of  the  stamps  in  Mexico.  The  first  supply 
was  struck  off  at  New  York,  but  all  the 
plates  and  printing  implements  have  been 
sold  to  the  Mexican  government,  and  future 
supplies  will  be  manufactured  in  the  country. 


That  they  will  show  marked  inferiority  to 
the  first  arrivals  can  hardly  be  doubted. 

Luxemburg. — Another  provisional  issue 
of  post  cards  has  taken  place.  The  pattern 
of  the  border  on  the  new  edition  consists  of 
a  series  of  rings.  The  cards  with  stamp 
are  expected  to  appear  very  shortly.  There 
will  be  two  values — 5  c.  in  bright  violet  on 
white,  for  the  interior  correspondence  of  the 
duchy,  and  6  c.  reddish  lilac  on  pale  flesh- 
coloured  card,  for  communication  with  the 
states  comprised  in  the  German  postal  union. 
The  stamps  are  of  the  same  type  as  the  1  c, 
2c,  and  4  c.  adhesive ;  facing  them  on  the 
left  upper  corner  is  the  Luxemburg  shield 
surmounted  by  a  crown.  It  is  said  that  the 
post-office  itself  submitted  a  handsome  de- 
sign for  the  post-card  stamp,  consisting  of 
a  numeral  of  value  between  crossed  branches, 
the  arms  below  and  inscription  above  in  an 
arch,  but  it  was,  nevertheless,  rejected. 

Dominica. — "Own  brother  to  St.  Chris- 
topher "  is  the  brief  but  significant  pedigree 
of  the  Dominican  type. 
No  one  can  deny  that  the 
design  is  pretty.  Were 
it  the  first  of  its  kind,  it 
would  create  a  sensa- 
tion. Unfortunately,  it 
comes  after  forty  others, 
and  we  should  have  pre- 
ferred the  adoption  of 
the  much-abused  apocryphal  type,  of  which 
we  gave  an  illustration  some  years  ago  ;  it 
would  at  least  have  had  the  merit  of  novelty. 
Still,  whatever  prejudices  we  may  have  in 
this  matter,  we  can,  at  any  rate,  rejoice  in 
the  fact  that  Dominica  has  at  last  joined  the 
ranks  of  the  stamp -emitting  countries  by  the 
issue  of  the  three  following  values,  all  of  the 
type  here  represented  : — 


r<u^j\^~\f\s\s\j-, 


One  penny 
Sixpence 
One  shillino- 


lilac. 

green. 

solferino. 


It 


is   hardly   necessary 
are   printed    in    colour 


to 


say   that    they 
white    pressed 


paper,  are  perforated,  and  watermarked  cc. 
and  crown. 

Peru. — It  is  pleasant  to  turn  from  a  set  of 
mediocrities,  fabricated  from  stock-patterns, 
to  such  an  elegantly  designed  stamp  as  the 
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one  represented  below.     The  series  is  com- 
posed of  four  values,  viz. :  — 


5  centavos 

vermilion. 

10        „ 

deep  orange. 

20        „ 

blue. 

50        „ 

dark  chocolate-brown 

In  general  appearance  they  are  alike,  but 
the j  differ  from  each  other  in  the  shape  of 
the  bands  and  labels  on 
which  the  value  is  an- 
nounced. In  the  other 
values,  the  scrolls  or 
bands  curve  outwards 
from  the  figure  in  the 
centre  of  the  lower  mar- 
gin, and  the  5  c.  is  deco- 
rated with  stars,  which 
are  not  found  on  the  other 
denominations.  These 
stamps  are  for  unpaid 
letters,  as  the  inscription 
— deficit  o  franqueo — indicates;  and  it  is 
said  that  they  are  intended  to  act  as  a  check 
on  the  delivering  officials,  who  might  other- 
wise be  tempted  to  claim  more  than  their 
due. 

Our  Brighton  contemporary  says  that  the 
llama  series  has  been  reprinted,  and  is  again 
in  use,  but  its  employment  can  only  be  tem- 
porary, for  The  American  Journal  of  Philately 
states  that  a  new  series  of  postage  stamps 
for  general  use  is  being  prepared.  The  de- 
sign is  thus  sketched  by  that  journal :  "Arms 
of  the  state,  supported  by  flags  and  cannon 
on  either  side,  and  surmounted  by  laurel 
wreath,  behind  which  appears  a  sun-burst, 
all  within  upright  oval ;  CORREOS  de  peru 
above,  and  inscription  and  numerals  of  value 
arranged  around  the  central  design  in 
various  symmetrical  designs."  Our  con- 
temporary adds,  "In  addition  to  these,  a  set 
of  envelopes  is  in  preparation,  which  we  can 
assure  our  readers  is  not  behind  the  ad- 
hesives  in  beauty."  Hence  it  is  evident 
that  in  matters  postal  a  complete  revolution 
has  occurred  in  Peru,  which  has  given  influ- 
ence to  people  who,  not  satisfied  with  the 
endless  strips  of  embossed  stamps  from  the 
Lecocq  machine,  have  determined  on  giving 
the  country  a  worthier  series  of  designs. 
We  shall  await  with  interest  the  arrival  of 


the  promised  stamps  for  general  use,  and  the 
envelopes.  If  they  are  as  handsome  as  the 
auxiliary  unpaid-letter  types,  they  will  be 
welcome. 

Lagos. — The  stamps  for  this  settlement 
have  reached  us  without  any  preliminary 
notice.  We  are  indebted  to  Mr.  J.  P. 
Cregoe,  of  Falmouth,  for  obliterated  speci- 
mens of  the  two  values  which,  we  presume, 
as  in  the  case  of  Gambia,  form  the  series. 
They  are  from  the  same  atelier  as  the 
Dominicans,  described  in  a  preceding  para- 
graph, but,  whilst  they  resemble  them  in  the 
main  features  of  the  design,  they  are,  to  our 
mind,  far  more  effective.  The  profile  of  the 
Queen  is  in  a  circle,  with  the  word  LAGOS 
above  and  postage  below,  and  value  in 
coloured  letters  in  lower  margin.  Up  to 
this  point  they  are  identical  with  the 
Dominicans,  but  the  disk  containing-  the  por- 
trait is  not  enclosed  in  a  complete  circular 
frame  like  the  latter.  The  spandrels  are 
filled  with  a  graceful  flowing  ornament, 
worked  in  in  a  most  effective  manner,  which 
serves  to  confine  the  inscriptions  within  the 
somewhat  narrow  limits  allotted  to  them 
above  and  below  the  disk.  These  stamps 
are  perforated,  and  watermarked  CC.  and 
crown.     The  colours  and  values  are — ■ 


Fourpence 
Sixpence 


rose. 
green. 


They  are  no  doubt  intended  exclusively 
for  postage  to  this  country.  Our  specimens 
are  obliterated  by  an  undated  office  stamp, 
consisting  of  a  single-lined  circle,  enclosing 
the  name  and  the  letter  b. 

To  many  of  our  readers  the  exact  position 
of  Lagos  may  be  a  matter  of  doubt.  It  was 
to  us.  We  knew,  indeed,  that  it  was  some- 
where on  the  west  coast  of  Africa,  but  had 
to  refer  to  a  gazetteer  in  order  to  assure  our- 
selves of  the  fact  of  its  being  on  the  Slave 
Coast,  and  we  then  learnt  that  it  was 
bounded  by  the  kingdom  of  Dahomey  on  the 
west,  and  the  Benin  river  and  the  mouths  of 
the  Niger  on  the  east.  The  capital  of  the 
settlement  is  Lagos.  It  exports  the  usual 
African  products,  such  as  gold-dust,  palm- 
oil,  &c,  and  it  is  as  important  a  place  as 
Sierra  Leone.  The  territory  was  ceded  to 
this  country  in  1861,  by  a  native  potentate, 
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and  has  since  been  administered  by  an 
official  who  has  been  responsible  to  the 
Sierra  Leone  government.  Evidently,  how- 
ever, this  state  of  things  has  been  done 
away  with.  Lagos,  as  the  watermark  on  the 
stamp  proves,  has  been  raised  to  the  dignity 
of  a  crown  colony,  and  its  postal  administra- 
tion has  been  placed  on  an  independent 
footing. 

Antioquia. — Three    new    stamps  for  this 
state  have  made  their  appearance,  viz  : — 

10  centavos  violet. 

20       „  brown. 

1  peso  red. 


Of  the  two  lower  valnes  we  are  enabled  to 
present  engravings  herewith.  A  contempo- 
rary declares  them  to  be  of  rare  beanty  ;  we 
cannot  say  we  coincide  in  this  dictum.  The 
10  c.  certainly  presents  an  original  concep- 
tion, and  in  these  days  of  servile  copying  it 
is  something  to  find  a  stamp  which  really  can 
lay  claim  to  novelty  of  design,  but  the  dis- 
position in  this  instance  is  more  striking 
than  graceful.  It  reminds  us  of  the  Japanese 
fiscal  stamp,  of  which,  in  ignorance  of  its 
true  character,  we  gave  an  engraving  some 
years  back  ;  for,  like  that  stamp,  it  is  distin- 
guished by  a  complex  arrangement  of  bands 
and  scrolls.  As  to  the  20  c,  it  is  but  rarely 
that  one  sees  such  an  incongruous  mixture 
of  scrolls,  arms,  and  inscriptions  as  it  pre- 
sents. The  odd  way  in  which  the  arms  are 
wedged  in  under  the  central  inscription  is 
only  parallelled  by  the  manner  in  which  the 
nine  stars  are  arranged  in  three  lines  in  a 
curve  of  the  scroll.  The  value  is  inserted  in 
the  upper  left  corner  merely  to  fill  an  un- 
occupied  place,  and  the  repetition  of  the 
figure  20  above  and  below  the  scroll  looks 
fce'olc.  The  1  peso  is  more  sightly,  but  the 
details  of  the  design  are  still  more  absurd. 
The  salient  feature  is  a  scroll  in  the   shape 


of  a  letter  s,  which  winds  from  top  to  bot- 
tom ;  in  the  upper  portion  are  inscribed  the 
words  e.  s.  de  antioquia;  in  the  centre,  where 
the  letter  is  thickest,  is  the  word  correos, 
and  in  the  lower  part  es.  us.  de  Colombia. 
The  S-shaped  scroll  intersects  an  upright 
band  or  letter  i,  which  runs  up  the  centre ; 
in  the  lower  part  is  the  word  UN,  and  in  the 
upper  peso.  The  two  scrolls  or  bands 
form  together  a  kind  of  monogram  consist- 
ing of  the  letters  s.  L,  but  seeing  that  these 
letters  do  not  signify  anything,  we  cannot 
understand  why  they  were  employed.  The 
shield  of  arms  is  supposed  to  be  hidden 
behind  them ;  it  shows  here  and  there  in 
the  open  spaces  in  a  very  uncertain  manner. 

A  bird,  which  looks  like  a  lark,  is  perched 
on  the  lower  extremity  of  the  s,  and  is  pre- 
sumably intended  for  the  armorial  condor, 
as  it  holds  in  its  claws  a  banderole,  with  the 
motto,  Libertad  y  orden.  But  the  drollest 
peculiarity  of  all  is  the  way  in  which  the 
nine  stars  are  got  in.  There  are  two  in  the 
upper  corners,  one  on  the  right  just  above 
the  eagle,  two  on  an  interstice  between  the 
i  and  the  s,  one  in  the  upper  part  of  the 
stamp  on  either  side  of  the  letter  i,  and, 
lastly,  there  is  one  before  and  one  after  the 
word  correos.  Were  it  not  that  they  form 
together  the  mystic  total  nine,  we  should 
never  have  dreamed  of  their  being  other 
than  mere  haphazard  ornaments.  Certainly, 
the  New  Granadine  constellation  assumes 
odd  shapes,  and  the  stars  of  which  it  is 
composed  are  not  fixed  ones.  We  have 
already  seen  how  unceremoniously  they  are 
ranged  in  three  rows  on  the  20  c. ;  on  the 
10  c.  they  are  flattened  out  of  all  shape  to 
suit  the  exigencies  of  the  design,  and 
placed  four  on  either  side,  and  one  above 
the  arms.  The  engraver,  in  fact,  appears 
to  have  been  left  free  to  follow  his  inspira- 
tion on  all  points  except  one,  and  that  one 
is  the  degree  of  prominence  to  be  given  to 
the  word  correos.  On  the  three  values  this 
word  is  by  far  the  most  conspicuous  of  all, 
and  probably  instructions  were  given  to 
that  effect. 

Bermudas. — Our  Brighton  contemporary 
notices  the  arrival  on  a  great  many  letters 
of  specimens  of  the  green  shilling,  diagonally 
surcharged  with  the    word   threepence,    in 
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italic  capitals,  reading  from  left  to  right 
upwards.  From  this  it  would  appear  that 
the  supply  of  the  3d.  yellow  is  exhausted. 

Russian  Locals. — Boravitch  (Novgorod). — ■ 
The  annexed  cut  represents  the  new  type 
described  in  our  last,  and 
printed  in  red,  black,  and 
yellow.  It  was  issued 
some  months  ago,  and  is 
said  to  exist  in  two  shades 
of  red. 

Oryvieff     (Bessarabia). 
— A  3  kop.  black  on  red- 
dish ground,  same  type  as 
the  previous  3  kop.  and  6 
kop.,  is  said  by  the  Illustrirtes  Briefmarken 
Journal  to  have  been  issued. 

Aclifyra  (Charkoff). — The  design  here 
figured  is  that  of  a  stamp  which  has  been 
issued  for  a  district  pre- 
viously unknown.  It  has 
been  discovered  by  M. 
Moens,  who  states  that  the 
solitary  value  he  has  met 
with,  the  5  kop.,  is  printed 
in  green  on  white.  The  ex- 
ternal frame  of  this  stamp 
is  evidently  copied  from  that  of  the  imperial 
type.  The  central  design  requires  expla- 
nation. 

Dmitrow  (Moscow). — In  the  last  number 
of  his  journal,  M.  Moens  refers  to  two 
stamps  issued  in  June,  1873,  for  this  district, 
one  for  the  prepayment  of  postage,  the 
other  for  unpaid  letters.  The  former  has 
the  arms  of  Moscow  and  those  of  the  dis- 
trict, surmounted  by  a  crown,  in  a  rectan- 
gular inscribed  frame;  the  latter  has  the 
same  arms  in  a  lozenge,  and  a  word  above 
them  signifying  unpaid.  The  colours  are — 
3  kop.  red,  interior  frame  blue  on  white. 
3     „     brown,        „  „       green,,       „ 

Switzerland. — The  new  2  centimes  exists 
in  very  pale  bistre,  and  in  reddish  bistre — 
two  distinct  shades.  The  two  varieties 
were  simultaneously  given,  the  former  with 
the  8.  G.  M.,  and  the  latter  with  the  Gazette. 
The  reply-paid  5  c.  card  was  issued  in  June. 
The  general  disposition  of  the  design  is  that 
of  the  10  c,  but  the  pattern  of  the  frame  is 
different.  The  colours  are  5  c.  +  5  c,  brown 
on  straw. 


Belalj?. — The  proprietor  of  the  Belalp 
hotel  has  given  notice  to  M.  Moens  that  the 
carmine  5  c.  which  are  being  offered  for 
sale  by  a  person  named  C  Cuenod,  are  of 
no  value.  We  transmit  this  notice  to  our 
Brighton  contemporary. 

Modena. — A  correspondent  of  The  Phila- 
telist has  sent  to  that  journal  a  handstruck 
journal-stamp,  with  circular  marginal  frame 
inscribed  stati  estensi  above  cent.,  9  below, 
and  gazette  estere  in  the  centre.  In  our 
last  number  (p.  107),  a  similar  stamp  was 
described  for  Parma.  The  Parmesan  stamp 
was  in  use  from  the  1st  February,  to  the 
13th  April,  1853 ;  the  Modenese  was  no 
doubt  issued  in  virtue  of  the  same  treaty, 
but  it  has  been  hitherto  supposed  that  the 
adhesive  B.  G.  stamp  was  employed  from 
the  commencement — that  is  to  say,  from 
the  1st  of  February,  1853.  It  is,  however, 
probable  that  the  circular  handstamp  pre- 
ceded it. 


A  BATCH   OF   RUSSIAN   LOCALS. 

A  few  months  back  our  Brussels  contem- 
porary, who  has  himself  been  instrumental 
in  discovering  a  large  projDortion  of  the 
Russian  local  stamps,  appealed  to  us  to 
obtain  communication  from  our  St.  Peters- 
burg correspondent  of  the  only  four  stamps 
mentioned  in  the  list  published  by  us  in  1871 
which  have  not  since  turned  up,  viz.,  the 
first  types  of  Atkarsk,  Pavlograd,  Saratoff, 
and  Cherson.  It  may  be  in  the  remembrance 
of  our  readers  that  all  the  stamps  included 
in  that  list  were  described  from  specimens  in 
the  collection  of  a  gentleman  connected  with 
the  post-office  at  St.  Petersburg.  To  him 
our  correspondent  has  applied,  and  he  has 
been  good  enough  to  lend  the  stamps  in 
question  in  order  that  they  may  be  described 
and  illustrated  in  these  pages.  They  are 
accompanied  by  seven  other  types  hitherto 
unknown,  and  we  are  happy  to  be  enabled 
to  give  engravings  of  them.  Let  us,  how- 
ever, take  first  the  stamps  which  were  the 
missing  links  in  the  chain  of  locals,  and 
begin  with  the  most  carefully  engraved  of 
the  four. 

Cherson  (Cherson). — The  sheaf  of  corn 
and  agricultural  implements  in  the  centre 
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are  artistically  grouped  and  delicately  drawn. 
The  execution  of  this  stamp 
indeed,  as  a  whole,  is  far  supe- 
rior to  that  of  the  majority  of 
its  brethren.  The  colour  is 
an  orange -yellow,  and.  though 
not  wanting  in  strength,  is  not 
adapted  to  show  up  the  design. 
The  exterior  frame  appears  to  have  been  bor- 
rowed from  the  imperial  stamps.  As  the  corn- 
sheaf  and  scythe  are  found  on  the  Elizavet- 
grad  type,  it  may  be  assumed  that  they  form 
the  arms  of  the  government.  The  inscription 
is  evidentlv  an  abbreviation  of  that  which 
appears  on  the  second  and  third  issues. 
The  district  authorities  appear  to  have  been 
somewhat  undecided  as  to  the  most  suitable 
size  for  their  stamps.  After  employing  the 
above  type,  they  jumped  at  once  to  the  large 
stamp  with  horseman  in  centre  (adopting  at 
same  time  the  improvement  of  perforation). 
and  finding  it  to  be  too  large,  they  veered 
round  to  the  current  design,  which  is  of 
more  moderate  dimensions. 

Atkaesk  (Saratoff). — This  stamp  looks 
just  like  a  wood-engraving  cut  out  of  a 
sheet  of  paper,  and  we 
strongly  suspect  that 
the  design  must  have 
i  finally  served  as  a 
head-piece  to  official 
documents.  It  is  struck 
in  black  on  white,  and 
is  gummed  on  the  back. 
The  arms  are  the  same 
as  on  the  second  type, 
but  the  crown  is  omitted  in  the  latter.  There 
is  nothing  whatever  about  the  stamp  to  indi- 
cate its  postal  character,  unless  it  be  the  gum. 
Saeatoff  (Saratoif). — TVe  have  not  be- 
fore us  a  specimen  of  the  1871  5  kop.. 
described  at  the  beginning  of 
the  present  year  by  2\L 
Moens  ;  we.  therefore,  can 
only  compare  the  5  kop.  of 
.  which  has  just  reached 
us.  with  our  own  illustration 
of  the  former  stamp.  ^Ye 
find  that  our  engraving  and 
*vw  the  1869  stamp  are  identical 
(date  excepted)  in  all  but  two  points.  In 
the  first  place,  the  sheaf,  which  in  the  1871 


ed   engraving 


stamp  resembles  a  lictor's  fasces,  is  plainlv 
delineated  in  its  predecessor,  the  wheat-ears 
are  shown  and  are  arranged  in  an  arch  :  and. 
secondly,  we  find  in  the  lower  margin  the 
abbreviation  X°-  followed  by  the  fis^nres  945 
in  red  ink.  which  we  -may  assume  to  be  the 
rotation  number  of  our  specimen.  The 
colour  is  a  delicate  light  blue ;  the  paper, 
like  that  of  the  1*71  stamp,  a  pelure,  thinner 
than  that  of  the  second  Moldavians.  The 
stamp  is  well  eugraved  and  imperforated. 
PavloCtEad  (Ekaterinoslav). — The  annex- 
is  that  of  the  second  and 
known  type.  The  first 
type,  of  which  we  have 
received  a  specimen,  dif- 
fers from  it  only  in  minor 
details.  A  six-pointed 
star  fills  the  place  occu- 
pied by  the  figure  5  above 
the  shield,  and  the 
Roman  numeral  v  is 
found  at  the  four  angles,  instead  of  the 
Arabic  figure  5.  The  disposition  of  the 
groundwork — if  we  may  trust  our  enforced 
comparison  with  annexed  engraving — differs 
slightly.  TTithin  the  oval  it  is  formed  of 
undulating  horizontal  lines,  and  the  trellis- 
work  outside  is  closer.  The  horse  in  the 
first  issue  is  rampant :  whilst  in  the  second 
its  fore-feet  touch  the  line.  In  colour  the 
first  issue  is  Prussian  blue. 

TTe  have  done  now  with  the  meml 
the  old  list,   and  proceed  to  chronicle  the 
following  individuals,  hitherto  unknown  to 
fame. 

Gpoff  (St.  Petersburg). — This  is  a 
striking  type  of  an  original  character,  which 
we  may  recommend  to  the 
consideration  of  stamp  en- 
gravers nearer  home  whose 
conceptions  lack  novelty. 
The  inscription  in  the  upper  , 
section  signifies  gooff  r>is-  ? 
tkict:  thatinthelower.RUEAL 

The  fact  that  this  S 
district  is  within  the  St.  £  -..-.-_^-_-^-_-_-_-_-_:: 
Petersburg  province,  may  be  taken  to  ac- 
count for  the  finished  appearance  of  the  stamp, 
which — printed,  as  it  is.  in  bright  ultramarine, 
and  well  perforated — has  quite  a  dashing 
look,  if  we  may  be  permitted  the  expression. 
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We  should  think  it  has  not  been  long  in 
use,  or  we  should  have  heard  of  it  sooner. 

Alateer  (Simbirsk). — The  Alateer  type 
forms  a  striking  contrast  to  that  of  Grdoff. 
It  is  as  primitive  as  it 
well  can  be,  resem- 
bling in  this  respect, 
though  not  in  point  of 
size,  the  only  other 
stamp  from  the  Sim- 
birsk government,  that 
of  Sizran.  It  is  a 
plain  type-set  production,  cleanly  printed  in 
black  on  white  wove  paper.  The  inscription 
reads  simply  alateer  rural  post.  There  are 
two  values — 1  kop.  and  2  kop., — which  are 
identical  in  every  respect. 

GtRIAZovetz  (Vologda).— It  would  seem  of 
little  use  to  engrave  this  type,  for  the  shield 
in  the  centre  is  so  blurred 
as  to  be  quite  undecipher- 
able. The  design  is  akin 
to  that  of  the  Kadnikoff  dis- 
trict (also  in  the  Vologda 
government),  but  is  some- 
what larger.  There  is  a 
circle,  an  inscription  running  round  the 
inner  edge,  a  blotched  shield  in  the  centre, 
and  the  figure  2  on  the  left  and  k  on  right 
of  shield.  The  impression  is  handstruck  in 
dull  blue  on  sheets  of  white  gummed  paper. 
Dankoff  (Riasan). — The  lozenge-shaped 
stamps  seem  very  much  affected  in  the 
government  of  Riasan,  and 
a  weakness  for  animals  as 
armorial  bearings  seems 
also  to  be  developed  in 
that  region.  The  Ego- 
rieffsk  and  Riasan  stamps 
have  lozenge  frames ;  the 
Sapojok  and  Skopin  dis- 
tricts delight  in  birds  as 
symbols.  The  Dankoff 
stamp  is  an  upright  lozenge.  The  design  is 
struck  in  black  on  a  ground  charged  with 
green,  but  the  paper  itself  outside  the  design 
is  white.  The  arms  in  the  upper  half  of  the 
oval  are  not  clearly  drawn,  but,  taking  the 
Sapojok  and  Skopin  types  for  guides,  we 
perceive  that  the  central  object  is  intended 
for  a  Russian  cap,  whilst  those  below  arc 
either  a  sword  and  flao:  or  two  swords  sal- 


tire.  The  inscription  reads  daxkoff  rural 
post.  We  can  offer  no  explanation  respect- 
ing the  presence  of  the  horse  in  the  lower 
half  of  the  oval,  unless  we  fall  back  on  the 
supposition  that  it  indicates  the  holding  of  a 
horse-fair  at  Dankoff. 

Oustsisolsk  (Vologda). — This  is  again 
another  district  in  the  same  province,  but  its 
stamp  differs  from 
those  of  Kadnikoff 
and  Grriazovetz.  The 
design,  however,  is  not 
a  very  pretentious  one, 
as  will  be  seen  by 
the  engraving.  It  is 
struck  in  black  on  a 
glazed  deep  red  paper.  The  inscriptions 
in  the  outer  frame  signify  oustsisolsk  rural 
postage  stamp  ;    that  in  the  centre,   3   kop. 

FOR   THE    PACKET. 

Eletz  (Orel). — The  annexed  stamp  differs 
from  the  two  preceding  types  in  a  pleasing 
degree.  The  deer  and  fir- 
tree,  though  drawn  in  a  man- 
ner which  proves  that  the 
artist  had  no  great  respect  for 
perspective,  are  striking  em- 
blems which  tell  us  as  plainly 
as  possible  of  immense  forests 
and  spreading  plains  in  the 
north  of  the  great  empire. 
The  stamp  is  rendered  interesting  by  the 
aptness  of  the  device,  and,  as  it  is  fairly 
printed,  it  will  prove  an  acceptable  addition 
to  the  ranks.  The  colour  of  the  new  comer 
is  a  dark  blue  on  white.  The  inscription 
reads  postage  stamp  of  eletz  district  court  ; 
three  kop. 

Ai.exandrowsk,  or  Alexandria  (Cherson). — 
The  circular  stamp  issued  for  this  district  in 

1872,  and  well- 
known  from  its 
peculiar  type-set 
border,  has  just 
been  superseded 
by  the  annexed 
very  fairly  en- 
graved and  well 
printed  stamp, 
struck  in  dark 
blue.  The  cir- 
cular inscription 
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signifies  alexandrowsk  district  postage 
stamp,  and  that  in  the  centre,  price  10 
silver  kopecks.  Postage  appears  to  be  a 
luxury  in  Alexandrowsk,  to  judge  from  the 
price  of  the  stamp. 

This  type  concludes  the  list  of  locals  com- 
municated by  our  St.  Petersburg  correspond- 
ent, for  which  our  best  thanks  are  due  to 
him,  and  to  his  friend  the  owner  of  the 
stamps. 

POSTAL   STAMPS   IN"   THE 
UNITED    STATES. 

The  majority  of  writers  for  philatelic  maga- 
zines have  of  late  assumed,  not  always  in 
very  courteous  phrases,  that  a  stamp-col- 
lector should  only  collect  such  adhesive  or 
embossed  labels  as  indicate  prepaid  postage, 
claiming  that  prepayment  was  the  funda- 
mental requisite  of  Rowland  Hill's  plan,  and 
such  stamps  only  were  contemplated  by  it. 
To  defend  the  collecting  of  other  classes  of 
stamps,  which  have  for  various  reasons  found 
favour  with  stamp  collectors,  or  to  expound 
these  reasons  at  length  is  not  our  present 
purpose,  but  we  may  remark,  in  passing, 
that  the  word  stamp  is  a  good  old  English 
word,  used  to  denote,  in  one  of  its  secondary 
or  applied  meanings,  the  impression  of  a 
mark  or  device  indicating  payment  of 
governmental  dues  of  various  kinds  long 
before  postal  stamps  of  any  kind  were 
thought  of,  and  had  attained  a  very  venerable 
old  age  in  even  the  latter  sense  before  the  ad- 
hesive postal  label  was  adopted  by  the 
English  government,  which,  we  believe,  has 
not  yet  employed  the  word  "  stamp  "  to  de- 
signate these  more  modern  modifications  and 
forms  of  collecting  pay  for  govermental  ser- 
vices. We  venture,  also,  the  general  re- 
mark, that  as  every  collection  of  coins  which 
pretends  to  completion  includes  not  only 
metals  stamped  for  use  as  money,  but  medals, 
medallions,  jettons,  and  even  advertising 
tokens,  stamped  paper,  shells,  beads,  and 
other  substances  used  as  money  in  various 
countries  and  times,  in  order  that  the  history 
of  coins  may  be  complete,  so,  for  similar 
reasons,  many  things  not  strictly  stamps 
may  be  properly  collected  as  an  addition  to 
a  collection  of  stamps,  and  when  separately 


arranged  form  a  very  valuable  historical  col- 
lection of  stamps,  of  which  postal  labels 
would  be  only  a  small  part.  Those  who 
choose  to  use  the  word  in  its  limited  signifi- 
cation should,  therefore,  be  courteous  at  least 
to  those  who  prefer  to  accept  the  older  and 
broader  meaning  of  the  words  "  stamp  col- 
lectors."* But  even  the  strict  postage-stamp 
collector,  who  wishes  his  collection  to  be 
complete  historically,  will  find  it  worth  while, 
before  confining  himself  to  the  collection  of 
adhesive  and  embossed  stamps,  indicating 
prepaid  postages,  &c,  to  pay  some  attention 
to  the  marks  used  by  postal  systems  older 
than  Rowland  Hill's,  many  of  which  survived, 
in  whole  or  part,  the  general  adoption  of 
some  modified  form  of  that  system,  and  have 
left  their  traces  still  upon  the  systems  now 
flourishing  all  over  the  world. 

The  really  characteristic  feature  (though 
it  is  not  a  new  one)  of  all  modern  systems  of 
collecting  postage,  is  prepayment,  in  contra- 
distinction to  the  older  system  of  collecting 
upon  delivery,  rather  than  the  form  of  indi- 
cating that  prepayment.  Adhesive  stamps 
are,  therefore,  only  a  convenient  way  of  ac- 
complishing the  end.  The  plan  of  requesting 
full  prepayment  in  all  cases  has  not  been 
found  entirely  practicable  in  all  localities, 


*  [There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  term  stamp-collector 
really  includes  collectors  of  every  kind  of  stamp.  When 
this  magazine,  however,  was  started,  collections  were 
strictly  confined  to  postage  stamps,  and  we  willingly 
admit  that  they  form  only  a  small  fraction  of  the  total 
number  of  impi-essions  which  are  entitled  to  the  name 
of  stamps.  We  certainly  have  argued,  and  shall  still 
continue  to  argue,  in  favour  of  the  exclusion  from  col- 
lection of  all  other  kinds  for  a  variety  of  reasons 
which  it  is  unnecessary  to  repeat.  In  all  humility, 
we  adopt  Kowland  Hill's  invention  as  the  point  of  a 
"  new  departure,"  and  only  take  cognizance,  from  an 
historical  stand-point,  of  the  systems  which  prevailed 
prior  to  the  inauguration  of  the  system  of  cheap  postage ; 
considering  that  whilst  it  is  desirable  to  knowh.o\v  postage 
was  recovered  in  old  times,  it  is  not  advisable  to  attempt 
to  make  collections — which  of  necessity  must  be  frag- 
mentary—of the  handstamps  employed  for  that  purpose. 
We  feel  bound  to  say  thus  much,  lest  our  readers  may 
consider  our  insertion  of  this  article  as  an  unqualified  ad- 
hesion to  the  views  it  contains.  Our  readers  will  appre- 
ciate with  us  the  spirited  manner  in  which  it  is  written, 
and  will,  we  are  sure,  be  interested  in  the  account  of  the 
United  States  handstamps,  which  forms  its  raison  d'etre. 
We,  for  our  part,  do  homage  to  the  writer's  talent,  and  are 
disposed  to  agree  with  him,  up  to  a  certain  point,  as  to  the 
desirability  of  accepting  the  labels  and  marks  which  form 
the  complement  of  postage  stamps,  properly  so  called.  — 
Ed.] 
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and  under  the  varying  circumstances  of 
various  peoples.  The  accidents  of  over- 
weight and  insufficient  or  improper  payment 
being  almost  necessarily  incident  to  a  large 
correspondence,  the  detention  or  refusal  of 
all  mail  matter,  not  properly  prepaid,  pro- 
duced more  inconvenience  to  the  public,  and 
caused  more  annoyance  and  expense  to  the 
government  service  than  advantage  to  the 
post-office  revenue  ;  and,  therefore,  most  na- 
tions have  adopted  a  modified  plan,  and 
collect,  in  certain  cases,  a  portion  of  their 
postages  upon  delivery.  When  this  is  done, 
some  method  of  indicating  to  the  receiver 
the  amount  that  the  collector  is  authorised 
to  demand  has  usually  been  adopted;  for 
the  public  is  always  more  or  less  suspicious 
of  government  employes.  The  only  logical 
way  of  doing  this,  when  adhesive  stamps 
are  employed  for  prepayment,  is  to  employ 
them  for  the  other  purpose  also;  and  we 
have  such  adhesives  as  the  French  and  other 
chiffre-taxe  stamps,  but  other  nations  still 
retain  the  methods  employed  before  the  in- 
troduction of  adhesives,  such  as  penmarks 
and  handstamps. 

Again,  besides  merely  carrying  letters 
therefor,  the  post-office  renders  various  other 
services,  such  as  registering,  insuring,  or 
forwarding  letters  deposited  after  ordinary 
hours,  charging  special  compensation  there- 
for, and  for  these  purposes  employs  regis- 
tration, too-late,  and  similar  labels,  and  even 
receipts  in  some  cases,  or  retains  for  these 
purposes  also  penmarks  and  handstamps. 
Even  this  does  not  exhaust  the  catalogue  of 
postal  stamps  indicating  dues  collected  or  to 
be  collected,  not  to  mention  those  used  for 
other  purposes,  such  as  cancelling  the  labels, 
indicating  the  date  and  place  of  receiving 
or  delivering  the  packages,  or  the  route  they 
are  to  follow,  which  are  of  an  entirely 
different  and  only  temporary  character.  We 
might  enumerate  such  labels  as  the  Turkish, 
used  to  show  what  should  be  paid  on  letters 
coming  from  places  without  regular  postal 
accommodation  ;  where  prepayment  is  im- 
possible, the  Russian  local  or  sub-post-office 
stamps,  which  supplement  the  governmental 
issues  ;  the  American  and  other  unofficial 
locals,  where  there  was  competition  with  the 
government ;  official  stamps  of  various  coun- 


tries,, where  the  stamp  is  merely  a  method  of 
keeping  accounts  between  the  post-office  and 
other  branches  of  the  government  which  it 
serves ;  the  United  States  registration  seal, 
in  form  a  stamp,  which  is  merely  a  check 
.upon  the  officials  themselves,  and  the  stamps 
of  the  postal  telegraph  ;  the  war- tax  and 
newspaper  stamps  of  Spain  and  Austria, 
many  of  which  do  not  indicate  any  postage 
whatsoever,  but  which  the  package  must 
bear  upon  it,  or  it  could  not  be  transported 
or  delivered. 

In  fine,  so  complicated  and  so  intricate 
are  the  manifold  exigencies  and  services 
of  the  modern  postal  system,  that  we  are 
daily  hearing  of  new  fields  that  it  occu- 
pies, and  frequently  of  new  stamps  that  it 
employs.  The  formation  of  a  collection  of 
these  various  stamps,  their  proper  arrange- 
ment in  separate  groups,  according  to  their 
use,  and  the  study  of  their  history  is  cer- 
tainly a  legitimate  and  proper  pursuit,  and 
does  not  merit  the  sneers  of  those  who,  de- 
terred by  limited  time  and  means,  choose  to 
devote  themselves  to  the  collection  of  ad- 
hesives only.  He  vvho  writes  the  history  of 
a  world  is  no  less  an  historian  than  he  who 
compiles  only  the  record  of  a  single  country, 
and  we  beg  our  adhesive  label  collecting 
brethren  to  remember  that  the  collection  of 
revenue  stamps  began  before  postal  labels 
were  even  heard  of,  and  to  cease  the  attempt 
to  rob  those  who  go  deeper  into  the  matter 
of  stamps  of  a  name  to  which  they  cannot 
claim  an  exclusive  title. 

The  above  remarks  have  exceeded  the 
limits  originally  intended,  which  were  merely 
to  serve  as  an  introduction  to  a  brief  sketch 
of  the  old  system  in  use  in  the  United  States, 
and  the  traces  it  has  still  left  on  the  postal 
service  ;  but  the  subject  is  so  fruitful  that 
our  introduction  may  be  found  not  less 
interesting  than  our  subject  matter. 

Prior  to  1845,  letters  in  the  United  States 
were  charged  according  to  the  distance  they 
had  travelled,  and  the  number  of  sheets  on 
which  they  were  written.  The  rates  fixed 
by  the  law  of  1792  were — 6  cents  within  30 
miles,  8  c.  within  60  miles,  10  c.  within  100 
miles,  12  c.  within  150  miles,  &c.  These 
were  changed  by  the  law  of  1 799  to  8  cents 
within  40  miles,  10  c.  within  90  miles,  12 1  c. 
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within  150  miles,  17  c.  within  300  niiles, 
and  25  cents  for  all  distances  over  500  miles. 
Again  the  law  of  1816  changed  the  rates  to 
6  cents  within  30  miles,  8  c.  within  80  miles, 
12|  c.  within  150  miles,  18J  c.  within  400 
miles,  and  15  c.  over  400  miles.  Under  each 
law  these  rates  inclnded  only  a  single  sheet, 
with  an  equal  amount  for  each  additional 
sheet  or  piece  of  paper. 

The  earliest  letters  I  have  found  are 
simply  marked  with  a  pen  with  the  name  of 
tbe  town  where  posted  and  the  amount  to  be 
collected.  A  little  later  we  have  a  hand- 
stamp,  bearing  the  name  of  the  town  and 
month  ;  the  day  written  in,  and  the  amount 
to  be  collected  written  upon  them ;  and  still 
later,  the  date,  month  and  day,  both  are  on 
the  stamp,  the  postage  being  still  written 
with  a  pen.  These  stamps  are  almost 
always  a  single-lined  circle,  with  the  name 
of  the  town  above,  the  state  abbreviated  be- 
low, and  the  date  in  the  middle. 

The  next  improvement  was  to  stamp 
or  write  on  the  amount,  and,  when  the  letter 
was  prepaid,  to  stamp  or  write  on  the  word 
paid.  These  stamps,  with  and  without  a 
border,  are  quite  numerous. 

These  various  methods  were  not  adopted 
uniformly  all  over  the  country,  but  seem  to 
have  been  first  introduced  to  save  labour  in 
large  towns,  and  then  to  have  been  extended 
to  the  smaller  ones.  Nor  were  the  stamps 
used  uniformly,  but  each  postmaster  seems 
to  have  had  such  as  he  pleased  prepared 
for  himself,  and  to  have  used  any  coloured 
ink  he  chose  in  applying  them. 

By  the  Act  of  1845  the  postage  was  re- 
duced to  5  cents  per  single  letter  within  300 
miles,  and  to  10  cents  over  300  miles  ;  cir- 
culars and  drop  letters  being  charged  2  c. 
During  this  period,  except  in  very  small 
towns,  we  find  the  figures  and  the  word  paid 
stamped  on  when  necessary ;  generally  in 
blue  ink  when  paid,  and  in  red  when  not. 
Examples  are  numerous. 

The  next  improvement  was  the  addition 
of  the  figures  to  the  dating  stamp,  at  first  on 
the  outside  of  the  circle,  the  word  paid  being 
always  stamped  on  when  the  letter  was  pre- 
paid. Then  came  the  dating  stamp,  with  the 
figures  introduced  beneath  the  date,  the  en- 
velope  being  still  stamped  with  the  word 


paid  when  required.  This  stamp  seems  to 
have  been  in  use  for  a  long  time,  and  very 
generally  all  over  the  country,  being  im- 
proved at  length  by  the  addition,  in  some 
places,  of  crs.  after  the  figures.*  During  this 
period  we  still  fiud  the  handstamp  paid  in  use  ; 
and  although  the  postmister's  adhesive  labels 
had  been  introduced  in  some  places,  and  the 
United  States  adliesives  were  in  use  after 
1847,  they  do  not  seem  to  have  been  very 
generally  employed,  these  handstamps  being 
still  much  more  common;  and  the  cancellation 
generally  was  done  with  the  dating  stamp, 
with  amount  and  the  word  paid  not  un- 
frequently  stamped  in  besides. 

The  act  of  1854  again  reduced  the  rate  on 
single  letters  to  3  c,  within  a  distance  of  3000 
miles  when  prepaid,  and  to  5  c.  when  not 
prepaid,  circulars  being  charged  1  c.  ;  but 
prepayment  not  being  compulsory,  and  the 
use  of  stamps  optional,  we  have,  during  this 
period,  letters  bearing  no  adhesive  stamp, 
with  the  figures  1,  5,  or  10  stamped  on  ;  or  a 
dating  stamp,  with  the  figures  and  word  5  c  is., 
or  10  CTS.  when  unpaid,  or  with  the  figures 
1,  3,  or  6,  the  latter  always  with  the  word 
paid  stamped  in.  But  more  frequently  the 
dated  stamps  bear  the  figure  indicating 
the  postage,  when  paid,  with  the  word  paid 
stamped  on  separately,  or  included  in  the 
dating  stamp  ;  and  not  unfrequently  both 
the  dated  stamp  and  the  figures  and  paid 
stamps  are  seen  on  the  same  letter.  When 
adhesives  are  employed  during  this  period 
they  are  generally  cancelled  by  the  same 
stamps  as  the  above,  and  always  with  the 
word  paid  in  some  place.  After  1855  pre- 
payment for  a  time  was  exacted  in  all  cases, 
and  the  word  paid  and  amount  of  the  postage 
gradually  disappeared,  and  the  simple  dating 
stamp  took  their  place  ;  but  when  the  rule 


*  [Of  this  and  all  the  other  handstaraps  referred  to  our 
obliging  contributor  sends  us  tracings,  which  we  regret 
we  cannot  reproduce.  Those  with  the  value  stated  on 
them  are  very  interesting.  Let  us  describe  one  as  an  ex- 
ample ;  it  consists  of  a  large  single-lined  circle,  a  little 
over  an  inch  in  diameter;  around  the  upper  half  runs 
the  word  boston  ;  and  in  the  lower  half  is  a  large  figure 
10,  followed  by  cts  ;  and  in  the  centre  of  the  stamp,  oc- 
cupying two  lines,  is  the  date,  21  jux.  This  may  be  said 
to  be  a  handstruck  postage  stamp,  representing,  when  ac- 
companied by  the  word  PAID,  the  amount  of  postage  pre- 
paid in  money  by  the  sender,  and  when  not  so  accom- 
panied the  amount  due  from  the  receiver.— Ed.] 
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was  relaxed  we  hear  of  a  return  again  to  the 
old  system  of  writing  in  the  amount,  with  an 
occasional  handstamp,  "Due  three  cents," 
&c,  which  is  still  the  custom.  There  are 
also  numerous  other  handstamps  in  use  of 
another  class,  such  as  "  Returned  to  writer," 
"Unmailable,"  "  Missent,"  "Advertised," 
and  others. 

Of  course  we  do  not  advocate  the  collec- 
tion of  all  these  by  collectors  generally,  but 
out  of  the  many  that  have  passed  through  our 
hands  we  have  made  and  arranged  a  selection, 
with  the  dates  of  the  letters  from  which  we 
have  taken  them,  and  to  us  it  is  not  the  least 
entertaining  and  curious  division  of  United 
States  postal  stamps.  We  hope  our  brief 
account  may  prove  not  less  entertaining  to 
our  readers. 


THE   VELOCIPEDE-POST. 

(TRANSLATED   FROM  A   PARISIAN   JOURNAL). 

At  the  time  when  velocipedes  first  made 
their  appearance  and  became  "the  rage," 
some  one  threw  out  the  suggestion  that  the 
country  postmen  should  be  supplied  with 
them,  in  order  that  their  labours  might  be 
lightened.  The  project  did  not  seem  a 
practical  one,  and  although  it  was  tried  at 
one  or  two  places,  it  was  ultimately  aban- 
doned by  the  government. 

The  idea,  however,  which  the  administra- 
tion was  unable  to  carry  out,  in  consequence 
of  the  numerous  obstacles  which  were  found 
to  exist,  is  being  successfully  applied  by 
private  enterprise,  and  it  will  not  be  long 
before  the  innovation,  which  is  still  in  its 
infancy,  takes  a  great  extension. 

Everyone  must  have  remarked,  during 
the  past  month,  the  men  who,  mounted  on 
immense  velocipedes,  make  their  way  along 
the  Rue  Richeli3u  and  the  Place  du  Carou- 
sel, dashing  past  with  marvellous  rapidity, 
and  avoiding  the  obstacles,  carriages  and 
passengers,  in  their  way.  They  are  simply 
couriers  or  commissionaires. 

Accomplished  velocipede-riders,  they  are 
charged  with  the  duty  of  carrying,  in  the 
smallest  possible  space  of  time,  the  sale  and 
purchase  orders  despatched  by  the  banks, 
at  some  distance  off,  to  their  brokers,  who 
operate  for  them  on  the  Bourse,  and  they 


return  with  the  intelligence  the  latter  have 
to  send  back.  And  really  it  is  worth  while 
to  see  them  dart  off  at  an  astoDishing  speed, 
and  accomplish,  for  example,  the  journey 
from  the  Place  de  la  Bourse  to  the  Place 
St.  Sulpice,  and  back,  in  less  than  twenty 
minutes. 

But  the  services  they  render  do  not  stop 
there.  In  Stock  Exchange  operations,  and 
especially  those  which  take  place  with  the 
provinces,  the  banker's  maxim  is,  that  "time 
is  money."  Everyone  knows  what  an  accu- 
mulation of  messages  takes  place  at  the 
telegraph  office  on  the  Place  de  la  Bourse, 
notwithstanding  the  promptness  with  which 
they  are  transmitted  to  the  central  office. 
Now,  it  has  been  found  that  a  telegram  sent 
by  hand  to  the  central  office,  103,  Rue 
de  Crenelle-  Saint- Germain,  reaches  there 
sooner  than  a  telegram  given  in  at  the  Place 
de  la  Bourse,  and  forwarded  to  the  central 
office  for  transmission  by  pneumatic  tube. 
The  velocipedists  are,  therefore,  employed  to 
carry  the  telegrams  from  the  Place  de  la 
Bourse  to  the  central  office,  and  thus  econo- 
mise time. 

Lastly,  all  the  post-offices  are  closed  and 
the  mails  made  up  at  six  o'clock,  and  letters 
posted  after  that  hour  must  be  doubly  or 
trebly  prepaid,  in  order  to  ensure  their  de- 
parture the  same  evening.  The  velocipedists 
who  are  aware  of  this  circumstance,  arrange 
with  different  banking  houses  and  wait  at 
the  door  until  the  last  moment,  in  order  to 
convey  the  letters  for  the  provinces  to  the 
railway  stations,  from  which  the  mails  take 
their  departure,  and  deposit  them  in  the 
boxes  of  the  travelling  post-office.  The 
banker  finds  his  advantage  in  the  gain  of 
time,  and  in  not  having  to  hire  carriages  and 
despatch  clerks  expressly  to  the  stations. 

A  velocipedist  will  take  about  thirteen 
minutes  to  do  the  journey  from  the  Place  de 
la  Bourse  to  the  Rue  de  Grenelle- Saint- 
Germain;  fifteen  minutes  to  Montparnasse 
station ;  eighteen  minutes  to  the  Northern 
station ;  twenty  minutes  to  the  Strasburg 
station ;  and  twenty-three  minutes  to  the 
Lyons  station. 

Up  to  the  present  time  the  persons  en- 
gaged in  the  traffic  work  alone,  and  indepen- 
dently of  each  other,  and  do  their  work  by 
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contract.  They  do  not  number  more  than 
thirty  at  the  outside.  One  of  them  told  as 
that  on  some  days  they  could  easily  gain  15 
francs  to  20  francs,  but  the  average  of  their 
earnings  is  from  8  francs  to  10  francs  per 
day,  which  is  gained  between  two  o'clock 
and  seven  o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 

A  word  in  conclusion.  Whilst  we  recog- 
nise the  value  of  the  velocipede  post,  we  can- 
not refrain  from  expressing  the  hope  that  the 
prefect  of  police  will  require  that  all  veloci- 
pedes shall  be  provided  with  a  warning-bell 
in  the  day  time,  and  a  white  and  red  lantern 
at  night,  for  the  india-rnbber-bound  wheels 
make  no  noise  on  the  asphalte  or  the  pave- 
ment, and  passers-by,  not  hearing  them 
coming,  are  not  always  able  to  get  out  of 
their  way. 

NOTES    OX    THE    EARLIER    ISSUES 
OF   DENMARK. 

Ix  the  issues  of  1851-9 — those  of  the  square 
stamps — it  would  appear  that  the  earlier 
stamps  were  all  printed  on  a  paper  which 
was  first  covered  with  a  burelage,  or  wavy 
groundwork  of  oblique  lines,  crossing  the 
paper.  This  burelage  was  printed  in  yellow 
ink  generally,  but  sometimes  one  sees  speci- 
mens of  the  4  skilling  with  it  of  a  grey  tint; 
these  are  rare. 

There  was,  undoubtedly,  a  printing  on  plain 
paper,  without  any  burelage..  Of  course  col- 
lectors of  every  school  make  the  distinction 
between  the  dotted  and  the  wavy-lined 
groundwork  on  the  stamps  themselves.  It 
appears,  therefore,  that  each  series  of  stamps 
must,  by  those  who  make  such  distinctions, 
be  classified  into  those  on  fond  burele,  and 
those  on  plain  paper,  without  groundwork. 

The  only  arrangement  of  this  nature, 
hitherto  made  known  to  the  public,  was  one 
compiled  by  that  veteran  philatelist,  the  late 
Mr.  Pauwels,  to  the  revision  of  which  the 
writer  made  some  contributions  ;  it  will  be 
found  published  in  The  Philatelical  Journal, 
Sept.  1872,  p.  149. 

On  recently  arranging  the  stamps  of  Den- 
mark, attention  was  drawn  to  this  list,  and 
one  or  two  inaccuracies  found,  of  one  of  which 
Mr.  Pauwels  was  sensible,  but  unwittingly 
failed  to  correct  it ;    that  is,  he  chronicled 


the  existence  of  a  16  skilling  violet,  wavy 
ground,  fowl  ondule,  rouletted.  This  stamp 
he  had  not  in  his  collection  ;  nor  is  it  known 
to  the  writer.  It  is  not  catalogued  by 
Moens  or  Mahe,  though  Bei'ger-Levrault 
(p.  8)  mentions  it.  No  such  stamp  was  in 
Levrault's  own  collection,  and,  if  it  does  ex- 
ist, any  of  our  friends  who  can  produce 
a  copy  will  confer  a  favour  on  the  editor,  and 
will  assist  in  solving  a  disputed  point.  To 
deny  its  existence  is  not  intended  ;  but,  till 
known  to  exist,  it  must  be  regarded  as 
doubtful.  Again,  Mr.  Pauwels  gives  the 
green  8  sk.,  fond  sable,  et  ondule,  on  plain 
paper.  The  writer  never  could  meet  with  a 
copy  which,  on  close  inspection,  did  not 
show  the  yellow  lines  of  the  burelage.  As  at 
present  known  to  exist,  there  are — 
1851. — 2  rigsbank  sk.,  figure  in  circle;  blue. 
(a.) — On  burele. 
(b.) — On  plain. 

This  last  is  hitherto  unchronicled,  but  the 
writer  has  a  very  clear  and  perfect  copy, 
which  was  in  M.  de  Saulcy's  collection. 
1851. — Arms  in  circle.     4  rigsbank  skillings  : 

(a.) — On   burele;     ligbt  brown;     chestnut-brown; 

deep  chocolate-brown. 
(£.) — On  plain  paper  ;  light  brown;  chestnut-browu. 

All  the  4  r.sk.  are  on  fond  sable,  or  dotted 
ground. 

Issue     1853-7. — Dotted     ground;     (fond 

sable)  : 

Burele — 

2  sk.        blue. 

4  sk.         light  brown  ;  yellow-brown  ;  ochre-brown. 

8  sk,         green  ;  deep  green. 
16  sk.         lilac  ;  slate-grey. 
Perforated  11. — 8  sk.  green  (private  perforation  ?) 

Rouletted — 
8  sk.        green. 

Same  stamp :  plain  paper,  without  burelage : 

2  sk.        light  blue  ;  blue  ;  deep  blue. 
4  sk.         light  brown  ;  deep  chestnut-brown. 
8  sk.        (not  known,  but  probable). 
16  sk.        lilac. 
Rouletted — 

16  sk.        lilac,  light  and  dark  shades. 
Perforated  11  (as  above) — 
2  sk.        blue. 
4  sk.         ochre-brown. 

Same     device :      "Wavy    ground ;      (fond 
ondule) : 

Burele— 

4  sk.         ochre-brown;  chocolate;  deep  brown. 
8  sk.         green;  deep  green. 
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Not  burele — 

4  sk.        chocolate. 

The  same  :    Rouletted — 

4  sk.         light  brown  ;  chocolate. 
8  sk.        green  (given  by  Moons  ;  never  seen  by  the 
writer). 

These  4  sk.,  rouletted,  are  on  a  highly- 
surfaced,  glossy  paper. 

The  yellowish  appearance  of  the  texture 
of  the  paper  of  some  specimens  over  others 
seems  to  be  accidental  only,  and  not  to  mark 
any  peculiarity  of  printing  or  issue. 

There  is  one  circumstance  connected  with 
these  Danish  stamps  which  has  hitherto 
escaped  attention.  In  each  square,  at  the 
lower  angles  of  the  stamp,  is  a  small  post- 
horn  ;  but,  in  addition,  there  is  a  figure  in 
the  left  angle,  probably  denoting  the  number- 
plate  of  the  die  used  for  the  particular 
impression,  and  the  initial  S,  probably  of  the 
engraver,  in  the  right  angle. 

These  numbers  are  almost  microscopically 
small,  and  are  nearly  illegible  in  some 
colours  : — 

In  the  2  r.sk.  a  minute  1  is  on  the  left,  just  out- 
side the  border. 

In  the  4  r.sk.  1  and  2  can  be  read  on  copies  now 
being  described. 

In  the    2  sk.  2  seems  to  be  on  all,  and  is  very 

clear. 

In  the    4  sk.  2  (once  only),  and  4  in  all  other 

cases. 

In  the    8  sk.  2,  4,  and  8  all  are  found. 

In  the  16  sk.  1  and  2,  and  some  illegible. 

It  is  not  unlikely  that  other  figures  may 
be  discovered.  The  only  reason  for  research 
into  these  minutice  is  to  see  whether  the  sup- 
position as  to  their  being  numbers  of  the 
plate  can  be  verified  or  not ;  or  whether  any 
other  explanation  is  more  feasible.  Some- 
what singularly  it  thus  occurs  that  on  this 
well  trodden  ground  of  a  country,  the  stamps 
of  which  are  so  common  as  those  of 
Denmark,  facts  of  this  nature  are  now  for 
the  first  time  (as  far  as  we  are  aware)  pub- 
lished. 


United  States  Postal  Cards. — However  few  or 
many  may  be  the  changes  of  various  kinds  to  be  made  by 
the  new  Postmaster-general,  there  is  one  matter  of  postal 
cards  that  will  be  brought  to  his  attention  at  an  early  day. 
The  design  of  the  cards  was  never  as  good  as  it  should 
have  been,  and  a  new  design,  or  several  material  altera- 
tions for  the  better  on  the  present,  are  anticipated.  Also 
that,  instead  of  the  red  and  brown  ink  that  is  now  used,  a 
change  to  black  ink  is  proposed. — St.  Louis  Republican. 


REVIEWS  of  POSTAL  PUBLICATIONS. 

The  Illustrated  Catalogue  of  Pontage  Stamps. 
By  Dr.  J.  E.  Gray,  of  the  British  Mu- 
seum. Revised  and  corrected  by  Overy 
Taylor.  Parts  I.  to  IV.  London  :  E. 
Marlborough  &  Co.  Bath:  Alfred 
Smith  &  Co.     1874. 

This  Catalogue  has  now  reached  to  such  a 
point  in  its  progress,  that  we  need  no 
longer  hesitate  to  form  our  judgment  of  the 
mode  in  which  Mr.  Overy  Taylor  has  per- 
formed his  task. 

Let  us  first,  however,  offer  our  congratu- 
lations to  the  publishers  for  the  mode  in  which 
their  portion  of  this  work  is  performed.  Evi- 
dently no  pains  and  no  expense  have  been 
spared  on  their  part.  The  four  first  numbers, 
consisting  of  256  pages,  contain  upwards  of 
560  cuts,  illustrative  of  the  various  types  ; 
and  the  paper  and  printing  is  everything 
that  can  be  desired,  while  space  is  not  eco- 
nomised at  the  expense  of  clearness. 

As  regards  the  arrangement  of  the  postage- 
stamp-employing  countries,  we  have  always 
preferred  the  mode  adopted  in  this  cata- 
logue, viz.,  the  alphabetical  one  for  each 
division  of  the  globe.  The  geographical 
classification  employed  by  M.  Oscar  Berger- 
Levrault  was  always  too  great  a  puzzle  to 
us  for  easy  reference.  One  wanted  to  keep 
a  table  of  latitudes  continually  in  one's 
head.  Nor  do  we  think  that  his  reasons 
for  adopting  this  mode  were  to  be  relied 
upon.  It  is  true  that  the  stamps  of  some 
countries  do  bear  a  certain  analogy  to  those 
of  a  neighbouring  one,  but  where  this  is 
true  in  one  case,  we  think  it  fails  in  half-a- 
dozen  other  instances.  The  purely  alpha- 
betical arrangement  has  certainly  nothing 
to  recommend  it,  beyond  the  supposed 
facility  for  reference.  This  may  be  a  de- 
sideratum in  a  price- current,  but  we  fail  to 
appreciate  it  when  the  catalogue  is  intended 
as  a  guide  to  the  collector.  For  our  own 
part,  we  never  saw  a  collection  commencing 
with  Alsace,  Angola,  Antigua,  &c,  though 
we  have  seen  many  beginning  with  Alsace, 
Austria,  &c. 

Still,  though  this  is  the  most  common 
way  of  arranging  a  collection,  we  do  not 
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know  that  it  is  the  one  which  we  entirely 
approve  of.  We  have  often  thought  that 
a  system  grounded  on  the  affinities  of  the 
countries  would  be  preferable,  far  preferable, 
to  one  grounded  either  on  the  latitude  of 
the  country,  or  on  its  position  in  the  alphabet. 
Thus  we  should  prefer  to  find  Azores  and 
Madeira  following  the  mother-country, 
rather  than  to  look  for  the  one  between 
Austria  and  Baden,  and  for  the  other  be- 
tween Liberia  and  the  Mauritius.  The  pages 
of  Great  Britain  would  be  followed  by  the 
stamps  of  some  forty  dependencies,  three- 
fourths  of  which  bear  representations  of  the 
sovereign,  from  the  native  productions  of 
Mauritius,  to  the  finished  but  monotonous 
profiles  from  the  atelier  of  De  La  Rue.  We, 
however,  only  throw  this  out  as  a  hint  to 
collectors  for  the  arrangement  of  new  collec- 
tions. This  system  of  classification  would 
not  do  for  a  catalogue  which  is  intended 
for  the  great  body  of  collectors, — for  those 
who  are  somewhat  advanced  in  philately,  as 
well  as  for  beginners.  For  all  such  we  can 
recommend  this  catalogue  as  a  safe  guide  so 
far  as  wTe  have  seen,  and  we  have  examined 
the  half  which  has  appeared  with  a  critical 
eye,  desirous  of  finding  out  its  faults  as  well 
as  its  virtues. 

The  introduction  into  the  former  edition 
of  the  principal  secondary  characteristics 
of  stamps,  arising  from  watermark  and 
perforations,  was,  in  our  view,  a  very  great 
improvement.  This  portion  has  been  evi- 
dently most  carefully  revised  in  the  present 
edition.  It  is  perhaps  to  be  regretted  that 
a  less  generic  term  than  perforated  has  not 
been  adopted  in  some  instances,  as  we  find 
the  stamps  of  Brunswick,  1865,  and  Hanover, 
1864,  described  as  perforated,  equally  with 
those  which  are  divided  by  punched-out 
holes.  Mr.  Taylor  evidently  uses  the  term  rou- 
lefted  as  applicable  only  to  stamps  partially 
separated  by  a  succession  of  small  linear 
cuts  like  the  later  issues  of  Tour  and  Taxis. 
But  in  reality  the  whole  subject  of  perfora- 
tions, and  the  mode  of  describing  the  various 
kinds,  requires  to  be  restudied  and  remodelled. 
Dr.  Magnus,  as  the  pioneer,  has  done  a  great 
deal,  but  there  is  still  much  to  be  done. 
What  resemblance  is  there  between  the  per- 
foration Susse  of  the  French  stamps  and  that 


of  some  of  the  late  Turkish  stamps  ? — and 
yet  they  are  both  perforated  7,  and  are  so 
described  in  the  catalogues  which  give  par- 
ticulars of  perforations  according  to  Dr. 
Magnus's  system. 

The  notes  appended  by  Mr.  Taylor  are 
a  most  useful  feature,  and  form  a  veritable 
repertory  of  useful  hints,  condensed  into 
the  smallest  possible  space.  It  is  frequently 
the  case  that  in  such  condensations  some- 
thing is  sacrificed  to  perfect  accuracy,  but 
with  very  few  exceptions,  and  these  of  the 
slightest  kind,  we  have  not  found  the 
editor  falling  into  this  snare.  We  quote 
one  example  to  show  what  we  mean.  In 
speaking  of  the  first  issue  of  Turkish  stamps 
the  editor  says  thit  "specimens  exist  printed 
upside  down,  relative  to  the  border  which 
runs  below,  and  others  are  found  without 
the  border."  Now  the  real  fact  is,  that  the 
stamps  were  printed  in  rows,  one  row  being 
upside  down  relatively  to  the  other,  but 
with  a  space  sufficiently  large  to  print  the 
border  between  the  rows,  so  that  half  be- 
longed to  one  stamp,  and  half  to  the  other. 
The  reason  why  we  occasionally  find  stamps 
without  a  border,  or  with  a  border  at  the 
top,  instead  of  the  foot,  arises  from  a  mistake 
in  the  second  operation,  that  of  printing  the 
border,  or  in  its  omission,  and  not  from  a 
mistake  in  printing  the  stamp,  as  might  be 
inferred  from  the  note. 

This  is,  perhaps,  being  hypercritical,  but 
we  will  make  it  up  by  a  shower  of  praise 
for  the  manner  in  which  the  Russian  locals 
have  been  dealt  with.  Russia,  with  its 
locals  and  the  stamps  of  its  dependencies, 
takes  up  no  less  than  50  pages,  and  is 
illustrated  by  120  cuts.  Every  known  local 
has  its  corresponding  illustration,  and  as, 
perhaps,  not  more  than  one  collector  out 
of  a  hundred  can  read  Russian,  this  is  an 
invaluable  help  in  forming  a  collection  of 
these  interesting  stamps.  Already  many  of 
the  types  are  becoming  rare,  and  we  re- 
commend every  collector  who  has  not  been 
frightened  by  Mr.  de  Joannis,  and  by  the 
"tall  talk"  from  the  other  side  of  the  At- 
lantic, to  work  hard  and  collect  all  he  can  be- 
fore the  early  types  fall  into  the  class  of 
unattainables. 
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THE  POSTAGE  STAMPS  OF  FRANCE. 

A  REFERENCE  LIST. 

BY   G.    NETSUA. 

It  is  with,  the  utmost  diffidence  that  I  offer 
the  following  list  to  the  philatelic  world  ;  for, 
although  a  collector  dating  from  the  early 
romance  of  Birchin  Lane  —when  British 
Guiana  provisionals,  1862,  were  with  diffi- 
culty sold  at  two  for  three-halfpence,  or  three 
for  twopence,  all  types  and  values,  and  Parma, 
Modena,  &c,  fetched  one  shilling  to  five  shil- 
lings each — this  will  be  the  first  time  my 
name  appears  in  print.  I  have  been  induced 
to  compile  this  list,  as  I  cannot  help  thinking 
that  (perhaps  because  they  are  mostly  so 
easily  obtained)  the  French  stamps  have 
barely  had  that  attention  paid  them  which 
their  beauty  and  fineness  of  execution  merit. 
I,  of  course,  allude  to  the  issues  of  1847-67. 

The  full  history  of  the  various  emissions 
having  been  so  ably  given  in  the  admirably 
written  "Papers  for  Beginners  "  (Stamp  Col- 
lector's Magazine,  vol.  x.),  I  feel  it  needless 
for  me  to  take  up  space  in  recapitulation; 
or  (the  stamps  being  so  universally  known) 
to  give  an  exact  description  of  each  of  the 
series. 

I  must,  however,  make  a  few  remarks 
upon  the  shades,  as  the  terms  used  will  be 
found  to  differ  from  those  previously  given. 
In  arranging  them  I  have  most  carefully 
matched  the  tints  with  the  colours  prepared 
by  Messrs.  Winsor  and  Newton.  Most 
writers  invariably  employ  the  term  bistre 
for  the  10  centimes ;  why  I  know  not, 
that  colour  being  one  of  the  darkest  browns 
to  be  found  in  the  colour-box;  and,  most 
certainly,  though  I  do  not  dispute  that  there 
may  be  some  darker  shades  than  those  I  have 
seen,  the  10  c.  is  anything  but  that. 

In  conclusion,  I  venture  to  hope  my 
labours  may  prove  of  some  utility,  and  will 
be  viewed  with  an  indulgent  eye  by  those 
more  learned  in  philately  than  myself ;  also  to 
express  my  thanks  to  Messrs.  Alfred  Smith 
and  Co.,  who  most  kindly  placed  at  my  dis- 
posal some  hundreds  of  specimens  for  com- 
parison. 

Republic  ;  head  of  liberty ;  imp.  on 
tinted  paper : 

VOL.  XII.    No.  HI. 


(    10  centimes 

yellow-ochre. 

10        „ 

Roman  ochre. 

10        „ 

raw  umber. 

15 

light  chrome-green. 

15        „ 

blue-green. 

15 

olive-green. 

20         „ 

black. 

*20        ,, 

blue  (error\ 

19-50.  - 

*20 

blue  (surcharged  25  in  red) 

25 

smalt  blue. 

25 

dark  dull  blue. 

40         „ 

orange. 

40        „ 

orange- vermilion. 

I  franc 

vermilion. 

1     „ 

pure  lake. 

,      l     » 

burnt  carmine. 

On  white  paper : 

20  centimes 

black. 

The  stamps  marked  *  have  not  been  seen 
by  me,  but  I  have  no  hesitation  in  giving 
them  upon  the  authority  of  Messrs.  Overy 
Taylor  and  Pemberton.  The  1  franc  burnt 
carmine  is  a  very  fine  dark  shade,  quite 
distinct.  Though  I  have  not  seen  them, 
no  doubt  some  of  the  other  values  exist 
in  white  paper  as  well  as  the  20  c. 

Presidency  :  head  of  Emperor  ;  on  tinted 
paper ;  imperf . 


(  10  centimes 

yellow-ochre,  v.  to  raw  umber. 

1852.     25 

smalt  blue. 

(  25        „ 

Antwerp  blue. 

Empire  : 

head 

of   Emperor ;     on    tinted 

paper;  imperf. 

(    1  centime 

bronze-green,  v. 

5  centimes 

light  chrome-green. 

5 

11 

blue-green. 

5 

olive-green,  v. 

10 

,, 

Naples  yellow, 
yellow-ochre. 

10 

11 

10 

11 

reddish  ochre. 

20 

11 

cerulean  blue. 

20 

smalt  blue. 

20 

11 

indigo,  v.  to  blue-black. 

25 

smalt  blue,  v. 

1853-60.  - 

40 

11 

orange-red,  v. 

40 

11 

vermilion. 

40 

11 

scai  let- vermilion    (a    very 
fine  brilliant  shade). 

80 

11 

rose. 

80 

)> 

fnadderlake,  i.e., not  purplish 
tinge. 

80 

11 

carmine. 

80 

11 

burnt  carmine. 

80 

11 

intense   burnt  carmine   (on 
very  yellow  paper). 

1  f 

■anc 

carmine. 

I     1 

ii 

burnt  carmine. 

All  the  above  exist  perforated  a  la  Siisso, 
curious  in  itself  as  being,  I  believe,  the 
coarsest  perforation  known,  i.  e.,  1\  ;  also 
from  its  having  been  taken  by  'A  Parisian 
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Collector"  as  a  starting-point  in  compiling 
the  odontomster.  Unfortunately,  "not  having 
sufficient  specimens,  I  am  unable  to  give  any 
precise  shades,  but  they  exist,  no  doubt,  in 
the  same  as  above,  though  I  do  not  think 
the  80  c,  intense  burnt  carmine,  formed  one 
of  the  series.  I  should  be  glad  to  hear  if 
other  (French)  collectors  have  met  with  it, 
as  all  the  80  c.  thus  perforated  that  have 
passed  through  my  hands,  have  invariably 
been  in  lake  and  rose. 

Of  the  same  series,  "with  " pointed"  perfo- 
ration, I  can  say  but  little ;  they  no  doubt 
exist;  but  I  have  never  bsen  fortunate 
enough  to  identify  any  specimens.  This 
perforation  seems  to  be  well  known  in 
France ;  here,  not  so  "well,  as  even  in  the 
rather  elaborate  citalogue  of  Messrs.  Grant 
the  1  c.  and  20  c.  are  the  only  values  quoted. 
However,  this  I  must  leave  to  abler  hands 
than  myself,  and  at  once  pass  to  the  1862-/0 
issues,  with  official  perforations,  13|. 

Design  as  before ;  tinted  paper;  perf.  13  J. 
1  centime  bronze-green,  v. 

light  chrome-green,  v. 

dull  bluish  green. 

light  umber,  v. 


o  centimes 

5  ,, 

10  „ 

10  „ 

20  „ 

40  „ 

40  „ 

40  „ 


Roman  ochre, 
smalt  blue,  v. 
ATenetian  red 
dull  vermilion, 
orange  chrome. 


This  last  is  a  very  fine  and  distinct  shade; 
all  I  have  seen  are  on  very  yellow  paper. 

80  centimes  dull  rose. 

80         ,,  rose-carmine. 

In  the  above  series  I  have  not  been  able  to 
identify  so  many  distinct  shades  as  in  the 
imperf,  and  we  miss  the  fine  burnt  carmine 
shades  of  the  80  c.  and  1  franc.  Generally 
the  impressions  are,  or  seem,  coarser,  and  in 
some  of  the  values,  e.^.,the  5  c,  much  blurred, 
on  paper  -which  is  all  but  bluish.  These 
latter  I  have  taken  from  letters,  side  by  side 
with  the  1870-1  republic,  which  shows  there 
must  have  been  a  large  stock  of  remainders 
"  somewhere  "  left  on  hand. 

With  the  above  we  take  leave  of  the 
simple — but,  to  my  mind,  far  chaster — de- 
sign, and  arrive  at  the  so-termed  laureated  ; 
also  four  new  values.  In  this  series,  though 
the  paper  is  the  same,  a  slight  change  took 
place  in  the  colour  mixing,  notably  in  the 
20  c,  the  light  blue  shade  of  which  is  found 


in  quite  a  new  tint,  corresponding  with  the 

blue,  known  as  re rd iter,  of  the  colour  shops. 

Laureated  head,  on  tinted  paper,  perf.  13^. 


'      1  centime 

terra  verfe.  r.  ;  t.  e.,  a  cooler 

shade  of  green  than  the 

previous.  . 

2  centimes 

d;irk  Indian  red,  v. 

4 

?i 

French  grey,  v. 

4 

51 

lilac. 

5 

»J 

green    (prepared,  but  never 

issued). 

10 

>» 

buff-yellow. 

10 

51 

warm  brown. 

1853-70.  - 

20 

veiditer  blue. 

2) 

)5 

rich  cobalt  blue. 

33 

|| 

umber. 

33 

Vandyke  brown. 

33 

ii     var 

.  ditto  light  and  dark  (show- 
ing horizontal  lines). 

i     40 

ji 

orange. 

I     40 

i? 

orange- vermilion. 

83 

ji 

dull  rose. 

80 

«j 

bright  rose. 

(^    83 

ji 

carmine. 

Laureated 

head. 

1870;    oblong;    tinted 

paper ; 

perf. 

134. 

5  francs 


lilac. 


A  marked  variety  exists  of  this  stamp, 
which  is  in  my  own  collection,  ?'.  e.,  the  5  and 
F  are  printed  in  blue,  and  are  thick  and  solid 
(other  copies  show  the  value  and  letter  in 
double  lines)  ;  the  f  has  no  termination  at 
foot  ;  lastly,  both  letter  and  figure  are 
printed  higher  in  the  frame.  A  short  time 
since,  in  The  Stamp-Collector' 's  Magazine,  ap- 
peared an  article,  by  a  well-known  authority, 
upon  the  cause  of  the  horizontal  lines, 
showing  so  strongly  upon  some  copies,  which 
he  considered  to  be  bad  printing.  If  such 
is  the  case,  why  the  30  c.  should  always 
be  the  unfortunate  individual  selected,  I 
should  be  glad  to  know,  as  I  am  not  aware 
of  its  showing  upon  any  other  of  the  series. 

JOURNAL     STAMPS. 

Large  rect. ;  perf.  and  imperf. 


2  centimes 

lilac. 

2        „ 

burnt  blue 

•) 

dull  blue. 

2        „ 

rose. 

1S57-63. 


UNPAID-LETTER    STAMPS. 

10  centimes  black  (lithograph). 

black  (typojraph). 

black. 


{10  centh 
10  „ 
15         „ 


The  use  and  employment  of  the  above  is 
;   so  well  described  by  Mr.  Overy  Taylor  in  the 
papers  previously  alluded  to.  that  I  feel  it  un- 
necessary for  me  to  say  anything  upon  them. 
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As  regards  rarity — with  the  exception  of 
four  or  five,  i.  e.,  1  franc  vermilion,  20  c. 
blue,  of  the  Republic,  1847,  1  franc  empire, 
and  the  10  c.  chiffre-taxe  (lithograph) — the 
whole  of  the  series  are  easy  of  attainment. 
The  one  franc  vermilion  is  undoubtedly  a 
very  rare  stamp,  and  few  indeed  are  the  col- 
lectors who  can  boast  of  it.  The  20  c. 
blue  (error)  is  also  of  equal,  if  not  of  great- 
er, rarity.  Essays  I  will  not  touch  upon  ; 
there  are  many  of  them,  and  some  of  great 
beauty.  Though  there  has  been,  from  time 
to  time,  talk  of  envelopes,  none  have  ever 
been  issued.  The  republican  issues  of  1870-8 
I  reserve  for  a  separate  paper. 

THE   CARLIST    STAMP   FOR   CATA- 
LONIA. 

Official  decrees  regulating  the  issue  and 
employment  of  postage  stamps  are  generally 
dry  reading,  and  will  not  bear  reproduction 
in  extenso.  The  really  interesting  informa- 
tion which  they  often  contain  is  so  encum- 
bered and  hedged  in  by  tedious  repetitions, 
as  to  require  to  be  condensed  and  dressed 
in  ordinary  phraseology  in  order  to  be  made 
presentable.  The  documents  which  appear 
below  form  an  exception  to  the  usual  rule, 
for  the  conditions  which  they  lay  down,  and 
the  penalties  by  which  attention  to  those 
conditions  is  sought  to  be  obtained,  are 
sufficiently  striking  to  render  desirable  a 
perusal  of  the  original  text.  We  should  say 
at  once  that  we  are  indebted  to  Le  Tlm.bre- 
Poste  for  our  knowledge  of  these  ordonnan- 
ces,  and  must  compliment  the  editor  on  his 
good  fortune  in  obtaining  copies  of  them. 
The  first  two  emanate  from  the  Carlist  head- 
quarters, and  the  third  from  the  Madrid 
post-office.  We  have  had  to  suppress  the 
opening  paragraphs  of  the  first,  for  they  are 
so  extremely  involved,  owing,  possibly,  to  a 
too  literal  translation  from  the  SjDanish,  as 
to  be  almost  incomprehensible.  The  brilliant 
victories  of  the  Carlist  armies,  the  daily 
accession  of  new  recruits  to  Don  Carlos's 
standard,  the  wickedness  of  the  Madrid 
government,  and  the  need  of  money  to  carry 
on  the  campaign  against  the  Republicans, 
are  all  expatiated  on,  and  a  long  string  of 
grandiloquent  assertions  leads  up  to  the 
announcement,  that,  as  the  Pretender  is  short 


of  cash,  it  has  been  determined  to  impose 
a  tax  on  letters,  which  it  is  hoped  will  fall 
heaviest  on  the  unprincipled  people  who  do 
not  support  his  cause.  The  decree  then 
reads  as  follow: — 

1 . — A  tax  is  hereby  established  on  letters, 
and  shall  be  collected  by  means  of  special 
stamps  bearing  the  bust  of  H.  M.  King- 
Charles  VII.  (whom  God  guard).  The 
value  of  each  stamp  shall  be  47  hundredths 
of  a  real  (4  cuartos). 

2. — The  tax  shall  become  obligatory  on 
the  15th  instant,  and  thereafter  all  letters 
which  are  not  accompanied  with  the  above- 
mentioned  stamp  shall  be  stopped. 

3. — The  depot  of  stamps  in  each  town  shall 
be  kept  in  the  post-offices  of  the  enemy's 
government,  and  the  entire  responsibility 
shall  fall  on  the  masters  of  such  offices,  in 
case  they  should  at  any  time  be  with- 
out stamps,  seeing  that  they  can  get  as  many 
as  they  may  want  from  the  departmental 
administration,  if  they  choose  to  apply. 

4. — The  tariff  governing  the  payment  of 
this  tax  is.  as  follows :  For  each  letter  or 
packet  not  exceeding  10  grammes,  one 
stamp;  if  it  is  above  10  and  not  more  than 
20  grammes,  two  stamps,  and  so  on  suc- 
cessively. These  rates  are  to  apply  to  letters 
circulating  within  Spain.  Correspondence 
for  abroad  must  be  sent  under  a  double  en- 
velope. On  the  outer  one  must  be  placed 
the  stamps  which  cover  the  circulation  in 
Spain,  according  to  the  above  tariff,  and  it 
should  bear  the  following  inscription  :  Au 
Charge  de  la  correspondance=P raits  de  Mollo. 
On  the  inner  envelope  must  be  written  the 
name  and  address  "of  the  person  for  whom 
it  is  intended,  and  stamps  enclosed  at  the 
rate  of  three  for  each  one  required  for  the 
home  postage,  in  order  that  the  said  charge 
may  procure  and  apply  the  foreign  stamps 
necessary  to  prepay  the  letter. 

5. — The  stamps  shall  be  obliterated  by  the 
post-office  clerks  or  carriers,  in  the  same 
way  as  those  used  by  the  enemy. 

6. — Correspondence  originating  within  the 
region  completely  dominated  by  the  royal 
army  shall  not  bear  the  enemy's  stamp.  It 
shall  only  be  allowed  to  circulate  when 
it  bears  the  stamps  created  by  this  decree, 
and  no  others. 
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7. — The  employment  of  the  stamps  which, 
under  the  name  of  war-tax  stamps,  have 
been  issued  by  the  usurpers'  government  is 
prohibited  throughout  the  principality.  Per- 
sons who  employ  the  said  stamps,  and  the 
letter-carriers  or  conductors  on  whom,  letters 
bearing  ihem  shall  be  found,  shall  be 
punished  by  a  fine  of  5000  reals  the  first 
time.  If  the  offence  be  repeated,  they  shall 
be  tried  by  court-martial. 

8. — Official  correspondence  between  the 
civil  and  military  authorities,  or  the  com- 
manders of  columns  or  batalions,  shall  be 
exempt  from  the  tax  hereby  decreed.  Never- 
theless, it  is  an  indispensable  condition  of 
such  exemption  that  the  correspondence 
shall  bear  an  inscription  declaring  that  it  is 
sent  on  His  Majesty's  service,  and  that  it- 
shall  also  bear  the  official  stamp  or  seal  of 
the  body  from  which  it  emanates. 

9. — The  officials,  postmen,  rural  carriers, 
or  stamp  sellers  who,  from  negligence  or  ill- 
will,  fail  in  their  duty,  or  counteract  the  in- 
tention of  the  present  decree,  and  also  the 
drivers  of  diligences  or  carriages,  and 
postilions  who  convey  unstamped  letters, 
shall  be  treated  as  rebels  ;  the  former  shall  be 
deprived  of  their  functions,  and  all  will 
receive  the  punishment  they  merit. 

10. — The  comptroller  of  the  postal  depart- 
ment will  see  that  the  stamp  retailers  are  re- 
gularly supplied  with  stamps  ;  their  appli- 
cations will  be  received  by  the  commanding 
officer  of  the  district,  and  by  him  trans- 
mitted to  the  army  commanders,  from  whom 
the  retailers  will  receive  their  supplies,  an 
allowance  of  four  per  cent,  being  made  to 
them  on  the  facial  value  of  the  stamps. 

11. — [Unimportant  j. 

12. — The  officers  of  the  administration, 
and  the  chiefs  of  patrols  of  the  auxiliary 
forces,  are  called  on  to  assure  themselves 
that  the  tax  yields  the  product  of  which  it 
is  susceptible,  if  the  above  conditions  are 
observed.  Therefore  they  also  will  be  an- 
swerable to  me  for  any  lack  of  zeal  in  their 
vigilance. 

San  Boy  de  Lhusanes,  1st  April,  1874. 
The  Intendant  General 

Superior  Chef  ties  Affaires, 

FRANCISCO   SOLA. 


By  the  next  document  the  decree  is  com- 
municated by  the  Intendant  General  to 
his  subordinates. 

II. 

Royal  Army  of  Catalonia. 

Gemral  Administration  of  this  Principality. 

By  the  annexed  circular  you  will  acquaint 
yourself  with  the  tax  instituted  by  this 
office  on  letters,  and  the  rules  adopted  to 
effect  its  application. 

In  order  that  no  prejudice  may  result  to 
the  population  under  your  orders  through 
ignorance,  when  you  receive  the  said  circular 
herewith,  you  will  be  good  enough  to  make 
it  known  to  them  by  the  usual  means,  and 
give  particular  instructions  to  the  stamp 
seller  of  the  town,  the  postmaster,  the  post- 
men and  others,  mail  carriers,  &c.  Of  the  re- 
ceipt of  this  letter,  and  the  accompanying 
circular,  and  of  the  manner  in  which  the  in- 
structions are  carried  out  you  will  be  good 
enough  to  inform  the  delegate-general  for  the 
affairs  of  the  principality. 

May  God  keep  you  many  years. 

San  Boy  de  Lhusanes,  5th  April,  1874. 
The  Intendant  General, 

FRANCISCO    SOLA. 

To  guide  its  officials  in  the  dilemma  in 
which  the  Carlist  regulations  must  place 
them,  the  postal  department  of  Madrid 
issues  the  following  circular. 

III. 

Ministry  of  the  Interior. — General  Directorate 
of  Posts  and  Telegraphs — Postal  Section. — 
Affairs  Srdly. — Circular  No.  13. 

His  excellency  the  Minister  of  the  Interior 
communicates  to  me  this  day  the  following 
order  : — 

I  have  made  the  president  of  the  execu- 
tive power  of  the  Republic  acquainted  with 
the  report  presented  by  the  principal  post- 
masters of  Barcelona  and  Tarragona,  as  to 
the  conduct  which  they  will  have  to  observe 
when  it  may  unfortunately  happen  that  in 
the  dependencies  of  the  department  letters 
arrive  from  points  occupied  by  the  Carlist 
faction  which  do  not  bear  the  special  war-tax 
stamp,  and  on  which  appear  adhesive  stamps 
with  the  bust  of  the  person  called  Carlos  VII. 
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as  signs  of  prepayment ;  and  his  excellency, 
in  accord  with,  and  conformably  to  the  pro- 
posal of  the  postal  and  telegraphic  depart- 
ment, and  bearing  in  mind  that  not  only  to 
permit,  bnt  even  simply  to  tolerate  the  cir- 
culation of  snch  letters  would  be  equivalent, 
from  an  administrative  point  of  view,  to  a 
recognition  of  the  authority  which  is  now 
opposed  by  the  nation  as  rebellious,  has  de- 
cided definitely  that  the  letters,  journals,  and 
other  descriptions  of  correspondence  whereon 
the  stamps  showing  the  bust  of  the  person 
called  Carlos  VII.  shall  appear,  and  which 
shall  not  bear  the  war- tax  stamp,  shall  be 
stopped  in  the  post-office,  and  shall  not  be 
transmitted  to  destination.  Letters,  how- 
ever, which  lack  equally  the  stamps  of  the 
rebellious  faction  and  the  legitimate  stamps 
of  the  national  government  are  to  be  de- 
livered, upon  the  addressee,  to  whom  notice 
shall  be  sent,  paying  the  postage.  By  or- 
der of  the  president  of  the  executive  power 
of  the  Republic,  I  inform  you  of  this  de- 
cision for  your  guidance,  and  for  the  effects 
which  result  from  it.  In  transmitting  to 
you  this  decision,  I  deem  it  necessary  to 
advise  you,  for  its  better  comprehension, 
that  the  rule  as  to  retention  of  the  corre- 
spondence to  which  it  refers  applies  to  two 
classes  ;  the  first  that  of  letters  which  may 
be  met  with  bearing  the  adhesive  stamps  of 
the  person  called  Carlos  VII.  Such  letters 
will  in  no  case,  and  under  no  pretext,  be  for- 
warded. The  other  is  that  of  letters  bearing 
no  stamps  whatever.  If  such  letters  are 
found  they  will  fall  within  the  category  of 
unpaid  letters  deposited  in  the  letter-boxes, 
and,  as  such,  the  terms  of  the  above  order  as 
to  their  circulation  becomes  applicable. 

Of  the  receipt  of  this  order  you  will  send 
me  an  acknowledgment,  and  you  will  be 
considered  responsible  for  any  neglect  to 
carry  out  its  dispositions. 

May  Cod  guard  you  many  years. 
Madrid,  30th  April,  1874. 

The  Postmaster-general, 

ANCEL  MUNSI. 

Probably  the  reader's  first  impression  on 
perusing  the  ordonnance  which  regulates  the 
issue  of  the  Carlist  stamps  will  be  one  of 
astonishment  that  any  civilised  being  could 


be  found  to  make  the  employment  or  non- 
employment  of  a  particular  label,  a  case  of 
life  or  death.  There  is  something  revolting 
in  the  idea  of  a  man  being  tried  by  court- 
martial — and  we  know  what  such  a  trial 
generally  leads  to — simply  for  selling  the  war- 
tax  stamps  issued  by  the  Madrid  authorities, 
or  carrying  letters  bearing  such  stamps,  espe- 
cially when  we  consider  that  the  penalties 
are  made  applicable  to  the  postal  officials 
of  towns  which  are  uot  in  the  Carlists'  pos- 
session. The  poor  emplanes  are  placed 
between  two  pitiful  alternatives  ;  they  must 
throw  up  their  posts  and  possibly  find  them- 
selves imprisoned  in  consequence,  or  if  they 
continue  to  do  their  duty,  it  is  at  the  risk  of 
being  hunted  down  should  the  Carlists  at 
any  subsequent  period  succeed  in  occupying 
their  town. 

The  ferocious  tone  of  the  Carlist  decree 
contrasts  strongly  with  the  conciliatory 
spirit  of  the  Madrid  circular.  In  the  latter 
we  find  no  threats,  but  in  their  place  a 
sensible  hint  as  to  the  best  means  of  eluding 
the  difficulty  created  by  the  insurgents' 
tactics.  To  accept  the  Carlist  stamps  as 
valid,  would  have  been  too  much  of  a  good 
thing,  but  correspondents  who  abstain  from 
prepaying  their  letters  may  be  sure  that 
they  will  go  forward  all  right. 

These  decrees,  taken  altogether,  give  an 
importance  to  the  employment  of  stamps 
which  it  never  had  before,  and  they  strikingly 
illustrate  the  present  state  of  the  conflict. 
Since  they  were  issued,  things  seem  to  have 
taken  an  adverse  turn  for  the  Carlists,  but 
should  the  "Young  Pretender"  of  Spain  suc- 
ceed in  seating  himself  on  the  throne,  we 
hope  that  if  any  unfortunate  man  be  under 
sentence  for  having  been  found  with  a  Re- 
publican stamp  in  his  possession,  the  king's 
first  act  will  be  to  pardon  him. 

As  to  the  particular  stamp  whose  employ- 
ment has  been  made  so  strictly  obligatory,  it 
is  curious  that,  whilst  the  decree  gives  47 
centimos  or  4  cuartos  as  its  value,  the 
denomination  is  really  16  maravedis.  This 
is  not  a  surprising  circumstance  in  a  country 
like  Spain,  in  which  old  and  new  currencies 
are  alternately,  and  sometimes  concurrently, 
used  in  a  most  perplexing  manner,  but  it  is 


worth  noting. 
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TAPERS  for  BEGINNERS.— XXXIX. 

BY  OVERT  TAYLOR. 

EUROPE, 

fhitssia. 

The  emissions  of  Prussia  are  remarkable,  at 
least  in  one  respect,  and  that  is  that  they 
formed  a  guide  and  pattern  as  to  colour  and 
value  for  the  issues  of  a  number  of  German 
states.  In  matters  postal  Berlin  was  the> 
capital  of  Germany  long  before  she  assumed 
that  position  politically,  and  it  is  to  the 
credit  of  the  Prussian  administration  that 
for  a  long  period  it  vindicated  its  right  to 
direct  the  postal  service  of  the  Confederation 
by  the  intelligence  with  which  it  seized  on 


way 


every 


improvements    and   led   the 
useful  innovation 

Its  early  issues  possess  more  historic 
interest  than  those  of  later  days.  The  first 
three  series  are  adorned  with 
the  respectable  profile  of  the 
last  king  of  Prussia,  and  the 
initial  series  of  envelopes 
bears  an  admirably  engraved 
portrait  of  the  same  monarch. 
How  greatly  it  is  to  be 
regretted  that  the  subsequent 
adoption  of  the  national  arms  as  the 
permanent  and  exclusive  device  of  the 
stamps,  precluded  the  representation  of  the 
soldierlike  face  of  his  militant  successor  ! 

Regarded  from  a  philatelic  point  of  view, 
the  stamps  issued  during  the  reign  of 
Frederick  William  IV.  offer  but  little 
difficulty,  at  any  rate  to  the  beginner.  He 
need  not  trouble  himself  with  the  abstruse 
distinctions  between  copies  on  a  pat- 
terned or  bur  el  e  ground  and  those  nun- 
burele*,  which  arise  in  respect  of  one  of  the 
series.  The  only  thing  he  has  to  concern 
himself  about  is  the  presence  or  absence  of  a 
watermark. 

The  first  issue  consisted  of  the  following 
values  : — 
Col.  imp. 
Blk.  imp. 


6  pfennige 

1  silbergroschen 

2 


vermilion. 

rose. 

blue. 

,,  3  ,,  yellow. 

It  niade  its  appearance  in  the  year  1850,  and 
in  1850  a  4  pf.  green  (col.  imp.)  was  added. 


All  these  stamps  bear  as  a  watermark  a 
laurel  crown,  and  the  portrait  is  on  a  ground 
of  crossed  lines. 

In  1857  the  three  higher  values,  1  sgr., 
2  sgr.,  and  3  sgr.,  were  re- engraved ;  and 
whilst  the  general  design  of  the  preceding 
stamps  was  adhered  to,  the  details  were  mo- 
dified and  the  execution  was  finer.  The  chief 
point  of  difference  is  that  the  portrait  appears 
on  a  solid  ground,  besides  which  the  stamps 
are  printed  in  colour  on  white,  and  are  not 
watermarked.  Concurrently  with  this  series 
the  first  4  pf.  and  6  pf.  continued  in  use. 

In  1858  the  design  of  the  second  issue 
was  retouched,  the  lines  of  the  portrait  were 
deepened,  and  a  few  strokes  of  the  engraver's 
burin  served  to  change  the  solid  ground 
into  a  ground  of  crossed  lines.  So  far,  then, 
the  design  was  brought  into  conformity  with 
that  of  the  first  series,  but  the  system  of 
printing  in  colour  on  white  was  maintained. 
Of  this  type  we  have — 

4  pfennige  green. 

1  silbergroschen     •    rose. 

2  „  blue. 

3  „  yellow. 
These  stamps  are  unwatermarked,  and  a 
fresh  supply  of  the  6  pf.  vermilion  of  the 
first  type  on  unwatermarked  paper  was  issued. 
When  selecting  copies  of  this  stamp  care 
must  be  taken  to  observe  whether  they  show 
the  laurel  crown  or  not,  as  the  absence  of 
watermark  is  all  that  distinguishes  the  6  pf. 
of  1858  from  its  forerunner  of  1850. 

The  four  values  of  the  third  type  are  said 
to  exist  on  burele  paper,  that  is  to  say,  on 
paper  whereon  is  embossed  over  the  whole 
face  of  the  stamp  a  microscopical  engine- 
turned  pattern,  which,  in  fact,  is  scarcely 
perceptible.  Some  doubt  has  arisen  as  to 
the  genuineness  of  these  bareles  varieties,  but, 
although  the  matter  can  hardly  be  consider- 
ed as  settled,  the  best  opinion  is  that  probably 
the  burelage  was  applied  as  a  trial,  and  the 
stamps  which  show  it  were  perhaps  only 
essays. 

The  first  three  scries  have  been  more  than 
once  reprinted.  The  first  reprint  of  the 
1850  series  was  on  unwatermarked  paper, 
which  rendered  detection  easy  in  respect  of 
the  4  pf.  and  1,  2,  and  3  sgr.,  but  with 
regard  to  the  G  pf.,  which,  as  above  stated, 


THE   STAMP-COLLECTOR'S  MAGAZINE. 


135 


exists  on  both  watermarked  and  unwater- 
marked  paper,  this  test  was  not  applicable ; 
the  reprint  of  that  valne  could  only  be 
known  by  its  paler  colour.  Again,  in  1873, 
the  first  issue  was  reprinted,  and  "it  appears," 
says  The  Stamp-Collector'' s  Magazine,  "  that  it 
is  exceedingly  difficult  to  distinguish  the  re- 
prints from  the  originals,  seeing  that  they 
are  on  paper  watermarked  with  the  laurel 
crown,  that  the  plates  are  not  worn,  and 
therefore  the  impressions  are  equal  to  the 
original  ones,  and  that,  although  the  paper 
seems  somewhat  thicker,  no  fair  comparison 
can  be  made  between  these  crisp  new 
specimens  and  the  oft-manipulated  copies  of 
the  known  originals.  The  colour  of  the 
paper  offers,  in  respect  of  the  three  higher 
values,  about  the  only  test,  and  even  that  is 
an  uncertain  one.  The  old  1  sgr.  have  a 
more  or  less  marked  shade  of  rose-orange; 
the  new  are  rose-mauve :  the  old  2  sgr.  are 
dark  blue  ;  the  new,  sky  or  greenish  blue : 
the  old  3  sgr.  are  dark  orange-yellow ;  the 
new  are  much  paler,  with  a  tendency  to- 
wards a  greenish  shade.  As  to  the  two 
lower  values,  printed  in  colour,  the  re- 
printed orange  \  sgr.  is  of  a  more  yellowish 
shade,  whilst  the  4  pf.  green  has  less  of 
yellow  in  it.  However,  that  the  stamps  are 
reprints  is  certain,  for  only  a  little  time  back 
the  Prussian  post-office  did  not  possess  a 
single  old  stamp,  and  now  the  values  of  the 
first  series  are  very  easily  obtainable. 

Throughout  the  first  three  series  it  will  be 
noticed  that  the  values  keep  to  their  original 
colours,  but  in  1861,  for  some  reason  or  other, 
it  was  decided  to  abandon  the  employment  of 
yellow  for  the  3  groschen  stamps,  and 
substitute  for  it  that  changeable  and  in- 
effective hue  which  the  French  call  bistre, 
and  which  we  have  christened  "  stone," 
whilst  retaining  the  other  colours  previously 
employed.  In  1861  the  fourth  series  made 
its  appearance,  and  we  find  it  to  be  composed 
as  follows : — 


4  pfennige 

6        „ 

1  silb.  groschen 
o 


orange 
rose  "^ 

dull  blue,         (J 
ultramarine  ( 
stone  J 


arms  m  octagon. 


__, 


arms  in  oval. 


The  oval  design  has  been  so  often  grumbled 
at  as  the  acme  of  j)rosaic  stiffness,  that  it  is 
hardly  necessary  to  criticise  it  again.  Let 
us  confine  ourselves  to  observing  that  on  the 
breast  of  the  eagle  are  the  initials  F.  R  , 
which  stand  for  Frederic  Bex.  No  stamps 
are  better  known  than  these,  and  probably 
many  a  young  collector  has  been  disap- 
pointed at  their  too  frequent  appearance  in 
his  packets  of  stamps ;  no  doubt,  however, 
they  are  a  trifle  less  common  now. 

In  1865  a  new  value  appeared — the  3  pf. 
octagon,  mauve — designed  for  the  prepay- 
ment of  circulars,  &c,  and  no  further  alter- 
ation took  place  in  the  series,  which  con- 
tinued in  use  until  1868,  when  the  Prussian 
administration  was  merged  in  that  of  the 
Confederation. 

In  1867,  however,  a  fresh  series  was  issued, 
with  values  in  kreuzers,  for  the  special  use  of 
the  provinces  in  which  that  fractional  deno- 
mination  was    employed. 
The  design  may  be  fairly 
characterised  as  superior 
to  that   of   the  groschen 
series ;   if  not  elegant,   it 
has,  at  any  rate,  a  certain 
solidity  and  breadth  which 
are  wanting  in  the  latter. 
The  colours  are  : — 


1  kreuzer 

2  „ 

3  „ 
6  „ 
9       „ 


green. 

orange. 

rose. 

blue. 

stone. 


As  these  stamps  were  in  use  but  a  short 
time,  they  tend  to  become  much  scarcer  than 
the  other  Prussian  emissions,  though,  on  the 
other  hand,  the  certainty  that  a  large  stock 
was  left  over  when  the  series  was  suppressed 
must  be  taken  into  account  in  calculating 
the  chances  of  possible  rarity. 
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ENVELOPES. 

The  first  series  must  b3  divided  into  oval 
and  octagonal  impressions,  as  follows  : — 


Ovals— 


1  silbergroschen 
•2 

Octag-ons — •! 


rose. 
blue. 
yellow, 
brown. 

5  ,,  lilac. 

6  „  green. 

7  „  green. 

The  pattern  of  the  frame  differs  in  each 
value.  The  ovals  were  issued  on  the  loth 
September.  1851,  and  the  octagons  on  the 
1st  September.  1852.  They  were  all  origi- 
nally embossed  on  paper  with  two  silk 
threads  interwoven,  which  crossed  the 
stamp,  and  in  1856  a  fresh  supply  of  the 
three  oval  impressions,  plus  the  4  sgr.  brown, 
was  struck  off  on  paper  without  threads, 
but  with  two  lines  of  greyish  black  inscrip- 
tion crossing  the  envelope  diagonally  above 
the  stamp,  and  these  latter  varieties  exist 
on  bluish  and  on  white  paper.  The  bluish- 
tinted  are  the  rarer,  as  they  were  in  use 
only  a  year  ;  the  white  papers  did  not  appear 
until  1857. 

These  are  the  main  features  of  the  series, 
to  which  should  be  added,  that  on  the  edge 
of  the  neck  of  the  profile  appears  on  all  the 
values  the  engraver's  name,  Schilling. 
sometimes  followed  by  a  numeral  supposed 
to  be  that  of  the  die. 

Uncut  copies  of  the  first  issue  of  this 
series  (the  silk-threaded  impressions)  are  by 
no  means  common,  owing  to  the  pernicious 
practice  which  obtained  in  former  days  of 
cutting  out  the  stamps,  and  some  of  the 
values  are  all  but  unattainable  in  a  perfect 
state.  The  normal  colours  only  are  given 
in  above  list,  but  it  should  be  stated  that 
the  oval  stamps  vary  very  considerably  in 
shade. 


In  1861,  simultaneously  with  the  issue  of 
the  eagle  series  of  adhesives,  appeared  a  cor- 
responding set  of  envelopes,  consisting  of 
1  sgr.  rose,  2  sgr.  blue,  and  3  sgr.  stone, 
identical  in  design  and  colour  with  the  labels 
of  the  same  values.  These  envelope  stamps 
have  two  lines  of  print  above  the  impression. 
In  1863  the  three  values  were  issued  with 
the  inscriptions  crossing  the  stamps,  but 
otherwise  unchanged.  The  first  issue — with 
inscriptions  above  the  stamp — are  consider- 
ably rarer  than  the  later  edition.  The  nor- 
mal colour  of  the  paper  of  both  is  white, 
but  specimens  exist  of  the  first  edition  on 
slightly  bluish  paper,  and  of  the  second 
edition  on  paper  of  a  more  pronounced 
bluish  tint. 

In  1867  the  series  was  completed  by  the 
issue  of  3  pf.  and  6  pf .  envelopes,  respective- 
ly mauve  and  vermilion,  with  inscription 
across  the  stamp.  They  had  but  a  very 
short  currency,  and  the  3  pf.  was  at  one 
time  a  rare  stamp,  but  by  some  mysterious 
process  it  has  since  become  more  common. 

Envelopes  to  correspond  with  the  kreuzer 
adhesives  were  likewise  issued  in  1867.  The 
values  and  the  colours  were  the  same  as 
those  of  the  stamps,  viz.,  1  kr.  green.  2  kr. 
orange,  3  kr.  rose,  6  kr.  blue,  and  9  kr. 
brown.  Each  of  these  values  exists  in  two 
tolerably  recognisable  shades.  They,  like 
the  3  pf.  and  6  pf.,  were  doomed  to  extinction 
after  a  brief  existence,  but  this  has  not 
prevented  their  remaining  common  in  an 
unused  state. 

In  addition  to  these  stamps,  the  Victoria 
Association  for  Invalids  obtained  the  privi- 
lege of  franking  its  local  Berlin  official  cor- 
respondence at  a  reduced  rate,  and  to  that 
effect  the  -4  pf.  green,  which  does  not  exist 
in  the  regular  series,  was  struck  on  special 
envelopes  bearing  an  inscription  denoting 
their  employment. 

REGISTRATION    OR    PARCEL    STAMPS. 

The  annexed  types  were  issued  in  1866  ; 
according  to  some,  for  heavy  letters  and  for 
the  prepayment  of  parcels,  of  which  the  post 
undertook  the  delivery.  They  are  not, 
however,  issued  to  the  public,  but  are 
affixed  by  the  authorities  themselves.  They 
are   finclv   engraved,    and    the    ground   in- 
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side    the    frame    is    covered    with    minute 
repetitions  of  the  Prussian  eagle.     In  style 


they  remind  one  of  the  thaler  notes.  They 
are  printed  on  gold-beater's  skin,  and  if 
detached  from  the  envelope  to  which  they 
have  been  fastened,  they  leave  the  impres- 
sion of  the  design  on  it,  and  a  simple  strip 
of  skin  is  all  that  comes  away.  The  utility 
of  these  labels  having  been  recognised,  the 
two  values  were  repeated  in  the  series  sub- 
sequently issued  in  succession  for  the  Con- 
federation and  the  Empire,  but  the  innova- 
tion of  printing  on  gold  beater's  skin  was 
not  perpetuated. 

LOCAL    STAMPS. 

In  the  old  days  of  stamp  collecting  the 
stamps  of  the  Berlin  Express  drew  attention 
for  some  time,  but  they  were  speedily  dis- 
covered to  be  fictitious,  and  are  now  rarely 
to  be  seen.  Anew,  and  apparently  a  bond-fide 
local  office,  has,  however, 
within  the  last  few  months 
taken  to  issuing  a  stamp 
and  a  post  caret.  Of  the 
stamp  the  design  is  annex- 
ed. Probably  the  opera- 
tions of  the  Berlin  local 
post  are  in  reality  confined 
to  the  delivery  of  circulars, 
and  to  the  performance  of  work  which  does 
not  lie  within  the  post-office  monoply, 
although  the  contrary  has  been  stated.  The 
fact  is,  it  is  very  difficult  to  get  to  the 
bottom  of  assertions  made  in  respect  of 
local  stamps,  and  issues  which  appear  to 
have  been  brought  oat  in  contravention 
of  the  laws  which  are  supposed  to  govern 
the  working  of  the  government  postal  ser- 
vice in  most  countries,  should  be  accepted 
with  much  circumspection.  A  little  whole- 
some doubt  is  rarely  out  of  place  in  respect 
of  them,  as  there  is  generally  a  tendency  to 
exaggerate  their  importance. 


THE   NEW    ORLEANS   POST-OFFICE. 

[We  insert  the  following  account  of  the 
routine  of  postal  work,  extracted  from  the 
New  Orleans  Times,  as  an  appropriate  sequel 
to  the  article  we  recently  reprinted  from  an 
American  paper,  describing  the  process  of 
manufacture  of  the  United  States  postage 
stamps.] 

Upon  the  arrival  of  the  mail,  the  post- 
office  is  a  scene  of  busy  life.  On  the 
outside  the  expectants  gaze  through  the 
glass,  M'hich  separates  them  from  the  object 
of  their  visit,  at  the  busy  clerks  within,  as 
with  dexterity  aud  skill  they  rapidly  toss 
the  letters  and  papers  in  their  various 
receptacles.  The  anxious  crowd  never  give 
a  thought  of  the  many  hands  the  letters 
have  passed  through,  aud  although  all  have 
a  vague  idea  of  the  interior  workings  of  a 
large  post-office,  very  few  are  aware  of  its 
intricate  business.  With  the  object  in  view 
of  laying  bare  to  the  public  eye  the  history 
of  letters  before  they  arrive  at  their  ultimate 
destination,  a  limes  reporter  visited  that 
institution,  and  now  appends  the  result, 
as  an  item  of  interest  to  our  corresponding 
community  in  particular  and  our  readers  in 
general. 

Entering  a  door  leading  to  the  mail 
carriers'  department,  we  were  conducted  to 
the  "D.  P.  0.,"  as  it  is  technically  called, 
(which  signifies  distributing  to  post  towns  or 
sub-distributing  post-offices),  under  the  di- 
rection of  Mr.  Henry  Thezan.  This  gentle- 
man has  eight  assistants,  who  are  engaged  in 
the  work  of  distributing,  both  day  and  night, 
as  follows  :  from  7.30,  a.m.,  to  5,  p.m. ;  from 
2,  p.m.,  to  10,  p.m.,  and  from  10,  p.m.,  to  7.30, 
a.m.  Thus,  it  will  be  seen,  no  delay 
whatever  occurs  in  the  mails.  When  the 
letters  are  posted  these  assistants  are  con- 
stantly assorting  them,  and  those  letters 
destined  for  the  city  are  turned  over  to  the 
box  clerks,  while  the  balance  is  being 
deposited  in  the  pigeon-holes  intended  for 
their  reception,  marked  with  the  names  of 
the  various  destinations.  The  foreign  mails 
are  assorted  by  Mr.  Thezan  himself,  as  it 
requires  a  great  deal  of  discretion  to  dis- 
criminate the  foreign  letters  which  absolutely 
require  to  be  prepaid. 
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It  frequently  happens  that  our  foreign 
population  are  ignorant  of  this  fact,  as  also 
of  the  fact  that  postage  can  only  be  prepaid 
in  postage  stamps,  hence  many  letters  are 
annually  sent  to  the  dead-letter  office,  and 
it  is  positively  surprising  the  number  of 
letters  daily  received  at  the  post-office 
which  share  a  like  fate. 

Noticeably  among  the  illegal  stamps  em- 
ployed are  the  following,  i.e.,  internal  reve- 
nue stamps,  stamps  cut  out  of  envelopes, 
match-box,  perfumery,  and  various  other 
stamps,  which  the  ignorant  think  serve  the 
purpose  equally  as*  well.  Many  people  are 
labouring  under  the  mistaken  idea  that  a 
one  cent  stamp  is  sufficient  for  a  drop  letter, 
which  is  doubtless  caused  by  the  introduc- 
tion of  postal  cards ;  hence  many  letters  never 
reach  their  destination,  owing  to  insufficient 
postage.  This  is  excusable  in  cases  where 
persons  are  not  conversant  with  the  postal 
regulations ;  but  where  the  clerks  of  business 
houses  are  so  careless  as  to  omit  to  mention 
the  State  in  cases  where  there  are  several 
places  of  the  same  name,  thus  entailing  the 
forwarding  of  all  such  letters  (coming  under 
the  head  of  "bad  direction")  to  the  dead- 
letter  office,  nothing  can  be  offered  in 
extenuation.  On  an  average  there  are  about 
fifty  such  ill-directed  letters  received  every 
day,  the  majority  directed  in  the  same 
handwriting. 

Our  reporter's  heart  bled  with  sympathy 
upon  being  shown  a  number  of  daintily 
perfumed  billets-doux,  addressed  in  the 
delicate  chirography  of,  perhaps,  a  loving 
sweetheart,  with  such  care  and  precision ; 
but,  alas  !  her  love  for  the  beautiful  induced 
her  to  carefully  cut  a  stamp  from  a  stamped 
envelope,  and  paste  it  on  the  corner.  Who 
can  tell  the  amount  of  misery  consequent 
upon  this  indiscretion,  the  agonizing  sus- 
pense of  the  fair  one,  or  picture  the  tortur- 
ing demon  of  jealousy  entwining  itself  round 
the  lover's  heartstrings  ! 

POST    BILLS. 

With  the  mail  from  New  York  and  Wash- 
ington a  post  bill  or  card,  containing  the 
time  the  mail  was  sent,  is  forwarded,  and 
when  it  arrives  in  this  city,  the  time  received 
is  specified,  and  as  these  post  bills  are  kept 


on  file,  it  can  at  any  time  be  exactly  ascer- 
tained when  a  certain  mail  arrived  and  by 
what  route.  Having  seen  the  mail  to  be 
forwarded  snugly  ensconced  in  their  respect- 
ive pigeon-holes,  we  followed  those  letters 
given  to  the  box  clerks,  presided  over  by 
A.  Billet.  His  assistants  selected  those  in- 
tended for  box-owners,  and  passed  them  on 
to 

THE    CARRIERS'    DEPARTMENT, 

which  is  superintended  by  Mr.  George  P. 
Wright,  with  the  assistance  of  S.  H.  Ma- 
thieu.  There  are  at  present  under  his  con- 
trol forty-five  mail-carriers,  who  receive  and 
deliver  letters,  embracing  a  district  from  Up- 
perline-street  to  the  Slaughterhouse,  extend- 
ing back  to  the  Metairie  Ridge.  Up  to  date 
there  are  three  hundred  and  twenty-five 
letter-boxes  distributed  throughout  the  city. 
These  carriers  make  four  trips  a  day,  re- 
ceiving and  delivering  in  the  districts 
bounded  by  Melpomene  and  Elysian  Fields 
streets ;  beyond  that  only  two  deliveries, 
one  morning  and  evening,  are  made.  The 
carriers,  before  being  employed,  are  required 
to  pass  an  examination  as  to  qualifications, 
and,  if  pronounced  capable,  have  to  give  a 
solvent  security  as  a  guarantee  of  honesty 
and  a  faithful  performance  of  their  duty. 
They  are  also  required  to  make  a  daily 
report  of  the  total  number  of  letters  received 
from  the  boxes  and  delivered.  During  the 
past  month  they  have  delivered  about  300,000 
letters  and  newspapers  and  30,000  city 
drops,  or  local  letters.  Two  distributors 
receive  the  letters  from  the  box  department, 
and  assort  those  having  the  residence  of 
the  person  to  whom  they  are  sent,  appor- 
tioning to  each  carrier  a  district  of  about 
twenty  squares ;  the  balance  is  then  re- 
ferred to  Mr.  W.  L.  Hammet,  of  the  general 
delivery,  who,  assisted  by  August  Schmidt, 
in  turn  reassorts  them  in  alphabetical  order, 
transferring  those  intended  for  our  French 
'or  German  population  to  Felix  Cassamire. 

A   MAIL    ARRIVAL. 

About  this  time  the  mail  arrived,  and  we 
kept  our  eye  on  a  foreign  looking  envelope, 
bordered  with  a  deep  margin  of  black.  Its 
very  appearance  betokened  grief,  or  rather 
ostentatious  mourning.     We  noticed  it  first 


THE   STAMP-COLLECTOR'S   MAGAZINE. 


139 


when  the  D.  P.  0.  assistants  took  it  from 
the  mail-bag,  traced  its  course  to  the  box 
clerks,  from  there  to  the  mail  carriers,  thence 
to  the  general  delivery,  and  lastly  to  the 
hands  of  the  foreign  delivery  clerk,  where 
we  saw  it  placed  among  its  companions  on 
the  French  side  among  the  Y's. 

On  the  whole,  onr  post-office  is  exceed- 
ingly well  managed;  no  one  is  idle,  and  every- 
thing betokens  that  each  individual  clerk 
has  a  thorough,  knowledge  of  his  duties. 


NEWLY-ISSUED    OR   INEDITED 
STAMPS. 

Lagos.— We  are  now  able  to  give  an  en- 
graving of  the  design  adopted  for  this  settle- 
ment, and  to  supplement 
our    description    of    last     <£S^ 
month    with    the    infor- 
mation   that    two    other 
values  exist,  viz. :  — 


telegram, 
the    foreio-u 


One  penny         lilac. 
Twopence  blue. 

Our  illustration  is  of  the 
latter  value,  and  we  are 
confident  that  our  readers  will  confirm  our 
opinion  that  the  type,  apart  from  the  in- 
distinctness of  the  inscriptions,  is  an  im- 
provement on  those  of  Dominica  and  St. 
Kitts.  Since  describing  this  emission  in 
the  last  number,  we  have  seen 
addressed  from  London  to 
newspapers,  stating  that  Lagos  has  just 
been  constituted  a  crown  colony.  Inasmuch, 
however,  as  the  stamps  have  been  in  use 
there  for  at  least  two  months,  this  infor- 
mation may  be  characterised  as  stale,  at  any 
rate  to  philatelists,  who,  in  this  instance, 
have  been  better  posted  than  the  general 
public. 

Peru. — The  July  number  of  The  American 
Journal  of  Pliilattbj  contains  an  evidently 
careful  engraving  of  the  new  type  for  the 
adhesives,  which  is  of  singular  delicacy.  The 
weak  point  in  the  design,  as  in  that  of  Lagos, 
is  the  lack  of  prominence  in  the  inscriptions  ; 
but  the  fault,  if  fault  it  is,  has  the  counter- 
balancing advantage  of  directing  all  the  at- 
tention to  the  central  device.     The  arms  and 


flags  are  tastefully  grouped,  and  the  burst  of 
sunlight  behind  is  very  effective.  The  facial 
value  of  the  stamp  engraved  is  2  centavos, 
and,  as  the  old  llama  series  is  again  in  use, 
our  contemporary  expresses  some  doubt  as  to 
the  issue  of  an  entire  series  of  the  new  type. 
It,  however,  seems  hardly  possible  that  the 
Peruvian  government  can  have  gone  to  the 
expense  of  manufacturing  so  costly  a  die 
solely  for  a  low- value  stamp.  The  fact  that 
they  are  issuing  an  unpaid-letter  series  and 
a  set  of  envelopes,  is  in  itself  a  tolerably  sure 
indication  that  a  complete  renovation  of  the 
types  is  intended.  Of  the  envelopes  The 
American  Journal  of  Philately  says  they  will 
comprise  five  values,  all  of  the  same  design. 
The  central  device  consists  of  the  coat  of 
arms,  similar  to  that  on  the  2  c.  postal ;  it  is 
embossed  in  white,  on  coloured  ground, 
within  a  pearled  cross-like  frame,  which  is 
broken  at  the  side-ends  by  panels  containing 
figures  of  value  ;  these  panels  are  connected 
at  the  top  by  double  curved  lines,  and  below 
by  curved  label,  containing  value  in  letters, 
while  in  the  upper  and  lower  parts  of  the 
frame  are  respectively  the  inscriptions — 
COREEOS — centavos — in  fine  Roman  capitals. 
Ornaments  in  the  upper  angles  of  this  frame  ; 
and  tassels  depending  from  the  lower.  The 
whole  design  is  on  a  rectangular  ground- 
work. The  values  are  2  c,  5  c,  10  c,  20  c, 
and  50  c.  As  our  contemporary  does  not 
give  the  colours,  we  presume  they  are  not  yet 
decided  on. 

UxiTiiD  States. — -The  above-quoted  journal 
states  that,  as  the  public  are  dissatisfied  with 
the  current  post  cards,  chiefly  because  of  the 
fancied  unfitness  of  the  paper  for  written 
communications,  they  are  to  be  changed, 
though  not  for  that  reason  alone.  The  new 
cards  will  be  lighter  in  colour,  and  the 
border  narrower  and  neater  in  appearance, 
the  impression  being  probably  in  black  ink. 
We  have  before  us  a  plain  but  useful  private 
post  card,  which  was  used  prior  to  the  issue 
of  the  official  card.  The  front  is  covered 
with  a  fine  reticulated  pattern,  and  edged 
with  a  neat  wavy  border.  In  the  right 
upper  corner  is  a  neatly-ruled  square,  en- 
closing a  blue  one  cent  adhesive  ;  and  in  the 
left  are  two  lines  of  inscription,  in  plain 
but  readable  type,  reading  thus  : — 
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LIPMAN  S    POSTAL    CAPD. 
PATENT    APPLIED    FOR. 

Below  which  again,  in  an  oblong  tablet,  is  a 
statement  to  the  effect  that  the  design  has 
Been  "  entered  according  to  A  ct  of  Congress," 
&c.  On  the  back  of  onr  specimen  is  an 
advertisement  from  the  proprietor,  setting 
forth  that  his  card  "offers  great  facilities  for 
short  and  speedy  communications,  and  for 
business  circulars,"  and  giving  a  list  of  useful 
stationery  articles  sold  by  him. 

Russian  Locals. — Kotelnitsch  (Yiatka). — 
The  annexed  design  has  recently  been  re- 
ceived  in    two    new    colours,    viz.,    3    kop. 


181     TOM 

HpiEMUpiKL 


orange,  and  3  kop.  green,  which  may  be  as- 
sumed to  supersede  those  previously  current. 
This  emission,  however,  if  it  has  recently 
taken  place,  clashes  uncompromisingly  with 
M.  Moens's  statement,  that  the  stamps  had 
been  done  away  with,  because  the  authorities 
had  graciously  resolved  to  deliver  all  corre- 
spondence free  in  future. 


Dmitroiu  (Moscow). — Since  writing  last 
month  we  have  ourselves  received  copies  of 
the  types  therein  referred  to,  and  annex  en- 
gravings of  them.  The  diamond-shaped 
stamp  is  used  to  prepay  letters.  It  is  struck 
in  carmine-red  on  white,  but  the  arms  are 
on  a  solid  bright  blue  ground.  The  colours 
— red,  blue,  and  white — are  said  to  be  those 
for  which  Ru  ssians  have  a  preference.  They 
arc  met  with  everywhere  ;  images,  children's 
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toys,  and  common  earthenware  utensils  are 
nearly  all  ornamented  with  red  and  blue. 
The  large  square  stamp  is  for  unpaid  letters. 
It  is  printed  in  brown  on  white,  and  the 
ground  of  the  inner  square  is  coloured  green. 
Both  stamps,  it  will  be  observed,  are  of  the 
value  of  3  kop.  The  fact  that  Dmitrow  is  in 
the  Moscow  government  will  explain  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  arms  in  the  upper  half  of 
the  shield. 

Souiumy  (Charkoff). — A  blue  2  kop.  stamp 

for  this  district  has  been  catalogued,  but  has 

not  yet  been  seen  out  of  Russia.     TVe  have, 

however,  just  received  a  light  green  stamp  of 

that  value,  and  of  the  same  device  as 

the  previously  known  values.      It   is 

probably  a  new  emission. 

Achtyrha     (Charkoff). — The    stamp 
of  which  we  gave  an  engraving  in  our 
last  is   said   to    have   been   issued  in 
1872,  and  besides  the  green  one  used 
for  the  prepayment  of  letters,   there 
is    another    identical   with    it    in  all 
points,  but  printed  in  blue,  which,  ac- 
to    M.   Moens,  serves    as    a    timbre 
taxe,  but   which    we    understand   to   be   an 
unpaid-letter  stamp. 

OUR   CONTEMPORARIES. 

Le  Timlre-Poste. — The  three  numbers  in 
hand — those  of  June,  July,  and  August — 
are  unusually  interesting,  and  require  special 
notice  at  our  hands.  In  the  June  number  M. 
Moens  calls  in  question  the  genuineness  of 
the  yellow  Corrientes  stamp,  and  presents  a 
number  of  arguments  in  support  of  his  belief 
that  it  is  simply  a  fancy  impression.  He  is 
equally  severe  on  the  lilac-rose  and  later- 
printed  blue  stamps  ;  but  in  the  August 
number  he  very  candidly  publishes  an 
interesting  letter  from  an  official  source, 
which  entirely  rehabilitates  these  labels, 
and  proves  that  the  most  plausible  con- 
jectures may  sometimes  be  erroneous.  Ac- 
cording to  Mr.  F.  P.  Hansen,  secretary  to 
the  Argentine  post-office, — the  correspondent 
in  question, — the  yellow  stamps  having  re- 
placed the  green  in  1867,  remained  in  circu- 
lation until  1871.  Since  that  date  t'lere 
have  been  two  new  issues — the  dark  blue 
stamps,  emitted  in  1871,  and  the  lilac-rose 
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stamps,  which  became  current  on  the  1  st  of 
January  of  the  present  year.  The  latter 
were  designed  to  supersede  the  blue  stamps, 
of  which  the  issue  in  1871  had  previously 
led  to  the  suppression  of  the  yellow  stamps. 
The  nominal  value  of  these  three  several 
issues  is  three  centavos.  The  explanation 
of  the  cause  of  their  issue  is  thus  given  : — 

"  The  fourteen  federal  provinces  forming 
the  Argentine  Republic  have  each  their 
separate  administration,  constitution,  legisla- 
ture, and  judicial  staff,  just  as  the  entire 
Republic  has  its  national  constitution,  con- 
gress, and  government  for  general  affairs. 
The  post  is  a  national  institution,  but  its 
resources  being  insufficient  to  permit  of  its 
giving  the  necessary  extension  to  the  service 
in  Corrientes,  tbe  local  government  possesses 
and  maintains  sundry  postal  lines  in  the  in- 
terior of  that  province,  and  imposes  a  charge 
on  letters  sent  over  them.  The  postal  de- 
partment has  had  in  hand,  for  the  last  seven 
or  eight  years,  a  project  for  nationalising 
this  provincial  service  ;  but  the  government 
of  Corrientes  has  always  avoided  giving  the 
necessary  particulars  as  to  its  expenses  and 
receipts,  and  the  extension  of  lines.  How- 
ever, it  is  to  be  hoped  that,  owing  to  the 
tranquillity  of  the  country,  and  the  per- 
severance of  the  postmaster  general,  M.  G. 
A.  de.  Posada,  it  will  not  be  long  before  the 
local  stamps  will  be  suppressed." 

From  all  this  it  results  that  the  inculpated 
stamps  are  really  genuine,  but  it  is  none  the 
less  surprising  that  M.  Moens  should  have 
received,  with  a  letter  from  another  corre- 
spondent, a  number  of  obliterated  specimens 
of  the  yellow  and  lilac-rose  varieties  which 
had  never  been  employed.  Perhaps,  how- 
ever, as  has  been  suggested,  so  long  as  the 
cost  price  is  paid,  the  post-office  clerk  who 
sells  the  stamps  makes  no  difficulty  about 
obliterating*  them,  and  a  motive  for  request- 
ing him  to  do  so  would  be  found  in  the 
superstitious  confidence  which  some  collec- 
tors place  in  the  genuineness  of  postmarked 
specimens. 

It  will  surprise  many  people  to  find  that 
ever  since  1864  the  Corrientes  stamps  have 
continued  in  use,  notwithstanding  the  issue 
at  that  date  of  a  series  of  stamps  for  the 
entire  Republic  which  was  intended  to  su- 


persede the  local  issues  of  certain  states. 
The  opposition  of  the  Corrientes  authorities 
to  the  orders  of  the  central  post-office  is 
another  example  of  the  weakuess  of  the  tie 
which  holds  together  the  states,  which  in 
different  parts  of  South  America  have  formed 
themselves  into  Confederations. 

Returning  to  th.3  June  number,  we  find  in 
it  an  instructive  and  amusing  article  on 
the  New  Granada  Sobre  Porte  stamps  of 
1867,  which  many  persons  consider  ficti- 
tious. We  refer  to  the  25  c.  flesh,  50  c. 
yellowish  green,  and  1  peso,  pale  blue.  They 
were  originally  chronicled  by  M.  Moens,  on 
the  authority  of  a  correspondent  of  whose 
loyalty  he  has  never  had  occasion  to  com- 
plain, and  who  affirms  that  he  received  them 
from  New  Granada,  with  other  and  per- 
fectly authentic  stamps.  Subsequently, 
their  character  having  been  called  in  question, 
M.  Moens  wrote  twice  to  Bogota  for  infor- 
mation on  them.  The  first  time  he  simply 
received  in  reply  some  other  stamps  which 
he  had  ordered ;  the  second  time  he  got  no 
answer  whatever.  The  person  to  whom  he 
wrote  contented  himself  with  appropriating 
to  his  own  use  a  remittance  of  £10  which 
accompanied  M.  Moens's  letter  I  Still  hope- 
ful, M.  Moens  wrote  again,  but  this  time  to 
Carthagena.  He  received  a  reply,  which 
he  has  had  by  him  since  1869,  and  which  he 
now  publishes,  wherein  the  date  of  issue  of 
the  Bolivar  stamps  is  given,  but  not  a  word 
is  said  about  the  sobre-forte  issue.  An 
account  was  enclosed  with  it  for  translation 
of  his  letter,  postages,  &c,  amounting  to 
32/-,  so  that,  as  our  confrere  says,  taking 
into  consideration  his  own  postal  expenses, 
he  disbursed  in  all  about  £12,  with  the 
satisfaction  of  obtaining  in  return  precise 
information  as  to  the  date  of  issue  of  the 
first  series  for  Bolivar  !  He  has  not  pursued 
his  inquiries  further,  and  is  now  forced  to 
admit  that  there  is  a  doubt  as  to  the  value 
of  the  stamps,  though  he  adheres  to  his 
personal  conviction  that  they  are  genuine. 

The  letter  received  in  1869  from  Cartha- 
gena gives  an  edifying  reason  for  the 
impossibility  of  getting  positive  information 
as  to  the  Colombian  stamps.  "  You  are, 
perhaps,  aware,"  says  the  writer,  "  of  the 
complete    disorder    which    reigns    in    this 
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country,  and  the  short  duration  of  our 
public  powers.  This  will  explain  why  it  is 
not  possible  to  meet  with  a  postal  employe, 
who  has  been  more  than  two  years  in  the 
service.  Consequently,  no  one  gives  the 
date  of  issue  of  stamps,  which  were  in  use 
prior  to  that  time."  Nevertheless,  the 
writer  gives  the  dates  of  the  principal  laws 
by  which  the  postal  tariff  was  regulated  ; 
the  first  was  that  of  the  27th  April,  1859, 
the  second  that  of  the  29th  April,  1865; 
the  third,  that  of  the  13th  June,  1866.  It 
was  by  the  latter  that  the  issue  of  5  pesos 
and  10  pesos  stamps  was  ordered.  With 
regard  to  the  2  J  c.  stamps,  the  correspondent 
of  Le  Timbre-Poste  says  : — ■ 

"  Letters  may  be  delivered  at  the  house 
by  the  postmen  or  town  couriers  on  condi- 
tion that  they  bear,  adherent  to  the  letter, 
a  triangular  stamp,  value  2^  centavos.  It  is 
not  often,  however,  that  the  services  of  the 
postmen  are  utilised  in  that  manner,  for 
these  men  are  most  irregular,  and  there  is  no 
punctuality  in  the  service  ;  people,  therefore, 
prefer  to  call  for  their  letters  at  the  office." 
He  adds  :  "  There  is  also  a  local  post  em- 
ployed, more  especially  for  the  distribution 
of  printed  matter  of  which  the  service  is 
almost  nil  in  a  little  town,  all  the  citizens  of 
which  are  constantly  at  enmity." 

The  June  number,  with  which  we  have 
not  yet  finished,  contains  '  a  very  useful 
warning  respecting  certain  pretended  re- 
prints of  the  rare  27  paras  of  Moldavia.  The 
promoters  of  what  is,  in  fact,  a  bare-faced 
forgery,  assert  that  diligent  search  having 
been  made  in  the  cellars  of  the  finance  office, 
at  Bucharest,  the  die  of  the  27  paras  has 
been  found,  and  they  present  the  specimens 
as  impressions  from  that  die.  Comparison, 
however,  with  the  very  few  original  copies 
extant,  reveals  the  existence  of  fundamental 
differences  between  them  and  the  spurious 
reprints.  It  is  not  necessary  to  go  into  the 
details  of  these  differences,  for  there  is  posi- 
tively no  chance  whatever  of  genuine  speci- 
mens being  offered  to  our  readers  ;  we  may, 
therefore,  unhesitatingly  counsel  them  to  re- 
ject any  "  reprints  "  that  may  reach  them. 

The  concluding  article  of  the  June  num- 
ber is  a  letter  from  Dr.  Magnus,  urging  the 
editors  of  Le   Timbre-Poste  and  La   Gazette 


des  Timbres  to  cease  attacking  each  other,  as 
they  have  for  some  time  past  been  in  the 
habit  of  doing.  The  recommendation  was 
necessary,  for  the  articles,  though  very 
smart,  were  by  far  too  personal,  and,  as  Dr. 
Magnus  rightly  observes,  recriminations  be- 
tween two  dealers  of  equally  unquestioned 
integrity  could  do  no  good  to  anyone,  and 
would  tend  to  bring  philately  itself  into  dis- 
repute. 

A  most  erudite  article  from  Dr.  Magnus's 
pen,  on  the  Cabul  stamps,  forms  the  piece  do 
resistance  of  the  July  number.  The  learned 
doctor  has  had  the  opportunity  of  examining 
four  of  the  five  stamps  forming  the  series, 
and  has  availed  himself  of  it  to  analvse, 
with  the  utmost  precision,  the  component 
parts  of  the  inscription.  He  takes  the 
reader  into  his  confidence  at  every  step  of 
his  investigation,  and  does  not  confine  him- 
self simply  to  stating  results.  We,  how- 
ever, are  willing  to  adopt  conclusions  arrived 
at  with  so  much  pains,  and  therefore  need 
only  say  that  Dr.  Magnus  is  satisfied  that 
the  stamps  are  genuine,  and  that  they  come 
from  Cabul,  but  is  unable  to  affirm  that  they 
are  employed  for  postal  purposes,  since  the 
inscriptions  contain  no  evidence  of  the  fact. 
All  that  can  be  said  to  have  been  ascertained 
is,  that  they  are  used  to  collect  a  government 
charge.  Further  inquiries  must  be  made  to 
set  at  rest  the  question  as  to  the  precise 
service  in  which  they  are  employed. 

The  August  number  is  chiefly  remarkable 
for  the  article  it  contains  on  the  Carlist 
stamps.  The  documents  therein  given  are 
reproduced  in  these  columns,  we,  therefore, 
need  not  more  particularly  refer  to  them 
here.  The  closing  article  is  devoted  to  a 
consideration  of  certain  alleged  forgeries  of 
the  Spanish  ';  habilitado  "  surcharges. 

The  Philatelist. — ;' A  Descriptive  Catalogue 
of  the  Russian  Locals "  runs  through  the 
last  three  numbers,  and  will  probably  re- 
quire two  or  three  more  for  its  completion. 
It  is  the  work  of  the  editor,  and  will  no 
doubt  prove  very  useful,  recapitulating,  as 
it  does,  all  the  information  acquired  up  to 
the  present  date,  respecting  the  numerous 
stamps  which  now  constitute  the  brigade  of 
Russian  local  issues.  "The  Spud  Papers," 
under  the  Rev.  R.  B.  Earcc's  direction,  con- 
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tinue  to  be  as  instructive  as  ever.  The  phi- 
latelic weeds,  which  are  "  spudded "  in  the 
recent  numbers  are  those  of  the  Sandwich 
Islands,  Western  Australia,  the  Argentine 
Republic,  Italy,  Hanover,  and  New  Bruns- 
wick. "  Philatelical  Nomenclature,  or  the 
'Who's  who '  of  Philately,"  by  Mr.  John  A. 
Fowler,  is  the  title  of  a  most  useful  series  of 
papers  giving,  as  far  as  possible,  the  names, 
the  dates  of  birth  and  death,  and  other  im- 
portant information  concerning  the  originals 
of  postage- stamp  portraits.  We  feel  sure 
that  this  list  will  be  widely  appreciated,  and 
we  should  like  to  see  it  reprinted  in  such  a 
shape  as  would  permit  of  its  being  slipped 
inside  the  covers  of  stamp  albums.  Of  the 
pains  taken  by  the  compiler  to  render  it  as 
complete  and  accurate  as  possible,  a  single 
instance  will  suffice.  Not  being  able  to  ob- 
tain the  precise  date  of  Jacques  Carder's 
birth,  he  applied  to  the  deputy-mayor  of  St. 
Malo,  Carrier's  native  town,  for  a  copy  of  his 
baptismal  register,  which  that  functionary 
obligingly  furnished.  The  entry  in  Mr. 
Fowler's  list  respecting  Cartier  reads  as 
f ollows  :— "  lOd.  (Canada).  Portrait  of 
Jacques  Raoullet  Cartier,  baptised  8th 
November,  1494,  died  circa  1552."  Mr. 
Powler  queries  the  portrait  on  the  rose  10  c. 
Confederate,  and  gives  details  respecting 
both  Madison  and  Beauregard,  but  we  think 
no  doubt  is  now  entertained  as  to  the  por- 
trait being  that  of  Madison.  He  also  gives 
Juarez  as  the  original  of  the  effigy  on  the 
Mexican  series  of  1868,  but  we  are  not  aware 
of  any  proof  that  he  was,  and  were  ourselves 
always  under  the  impression  that  the  repub- 
lican postal  authorities  had  been  faithful 
from  first  to  last  to  Hidalgo. 

The  analysis  of  prize  essays  in  the  June 
number  is  less  interesting  than  usual.  The 
offer  of  a  prize  for  an  essay  on  the  various 
modes  of  perforating  postage  stamps  pro- 
duced no  very  brilliant  contributions,  and 
the  prize  for  a  poem  on  stamp  collecting 
only  resulted  in  the  tender  of  a  lot  of  doggrel 
rhymes  of  no  merit  whatever.  The  designs 
sent  in  in  competition  for  the  prize  offered 
for  the  best  device  for  a  twopenny  inter- 
national postage  stamp  appear,  however,  to 
have  been  very  good,  if  we  may  judge  by  the 
descriptions    in   the    August    number;    the 


editor  is  warm  in  his  encomiums  on  those  to 
whom  he  allots  the  prizes. 

La  Gazette  des  Timbres. — The  numbers  for 
July  and  August,  though  readable  as  usual, 
contain  but  little  commentable  matter.  The 
leading  article,  using  the  term  in  its  stricter 
sense,  is  that  of  Dr.  Magnus  on  the  "  Ger- 
mano-French"  stamps,  as  he  terms  the  series 
which  has  hitherto  gone  by  the  name  of 
"Alsace  and  Lorraine."  Dr.  Magnus's  title 
for  them  may  be  a  good  one,  but  we  think 
custom  will  be  too  strong  for  him.  The 
stamps,  we  venture  to  predict,  will  continue 
to  be  known  by  the  name  of  the  provinces 
in  which  they  took  their  rise,  and  to  which 
their  circulation  was  ultimately  restricted. 

1?  Ami  des  Timbres,  like  its  neighbour  the 
Gazette,  offers  but  little  ground  for  obser- 
vation. It  is,  indeed,  composed  solely  of  a 
chronicle  of  newly-issued  stamps.  Its  use- 
fulness we  do  not  for  a  moment  question. 
We  have  recently  had  an  opportunity  of 
perusing  all  the  numbers  for  the  present 
year,  and  were  struck  with  the  completeness 
of  the  list  of  novelties  they  contain.  This 
periodical  fully  attains  its  modest  aim. 

The  American  Journal  of  PJiilatehj. — The 
last  two  numbers  of  this  journal  are  replete 
with  useful  information.  The  best  articles 
are  decidedly  those  of  Mr.  Coster,  on  "The 
United  States  Locals  and  their  History." 
When  the  series  is  complete,  it  will  form  a 
standard  work  of  reference,  for  Mr.  Coster 
evidently  possesses  a  thorough  knowledge  of 
what  he  is  writing  about.  He  fairly  states 
the  case  for  and  against  the  acceptance  of 
doubtful  locals.  Thus,  in  respect  of  the 
Westervelt  issues,  after  describing  "  the  only 
stamp  issued  for  strictly  postal  purposes," 
he  goes  on  to  refer  to  "  two  more  pretentious 
labels  "  issued  by  Mr.  Westervelt  several  years 
ago,  one  adorned  with  a  very  bad  likeness  of 
General  Grant,  and  the  other  with  the  head 
of  an  Indian.     Of  these  he  says  : — 

"  It  is  quite  possible  a  few  of  these  stamps 
(which  are  printed  in  every  colour  of  the 
rainbow)  were  alloived  to  pass  through 
Westervelt's  post  so  as  to  give  them  a  more 
high-toned  character,  but  in  my  mind  there 
is  no  doubt  that  the  main  object  in  preparing 
them  was  to  realise  a  handsome  profit  from 
sales  to  philatelists." 
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In  tlie  Jane  number  we  find  an  interesting 
account  of  the  detection,  of  a  roguisli  stamp 
seller.  "An  Era  in  Stamp  Collecting"  was 
the  heading  of  his  circulars.  Our  contem- 
porary adopts  the  phrase  as  the  title  to  his 
article.  The  era  which  a  Mr.  Charles  M. 
Gale,  trading  under  the  style  and  title  of 
"  The  Philatelist  Stamp  Co.,"  has  been  in- 
strumental in  inaugurating,  opens  very  in- 
auspiciously  for  him.  It  was  to  have  been  a 
golden  age  for  him,  and  for  a  time  his  pros- 
pects certainly  were  glittering.  By  offering 
all  kinds  of  rare  stamps  at  absurdly  low 
prices,  he  succeeded  in  getting  a  number  of 
credulous  collectors  to  remit  him  money,  and 
omitted  to  execute  the  orders  which  accom- 
panied their  remittances.  This  one-sided 
style  of  acting  was  not,  however,  appre- 
ciated by  his  "  constituents,"  and  the  result, 
as  far  as  at  present  known,  of  their  dissatis- 
faction is,  that  Mr.  Grale  has  been  taken  into 
custody  on  a  charge  of  obtaining  money  on 
false  pretences,  and  bound  over  to  appear 
and  take  his  trial.  We  hope,  if  the  accu- 
sation be  correct,  he  will  meet  his  deserts 
and  discover  that  his  new  era  is  one  of 
oakum.  We  regret  that  the  July  number 
contains  no  further  intelligence  respecting 
Mr.  Gale. 

The  Philatelic  Herald  and  Revieiu  is  a  new 
paper  hailing  from  Cincinnatti,  honestly  con- 
ducted, fairly  written,  and  well  printed. 
Its  apology  for  its  appearance  lies  in  the 
fact  that  it  is  "  an  original  magazine,  cos- 
mopolitan in  ideas,  and  American  in  doc- 
trine." The  tone  of  the  articles  is  thoughtful 
and  conciliatory.  The  writers  do  not  run  a 
muck  at  all  who  are  not  satisfied  with 
making  merely  elementary  collections.  The 
editor  of  The  American  Journal  of  Philately 
publishes,  in  the  new  magazine,  a  proposal 
to  establish  a  philatelic  society  in  America, 
with  branches  in  the  leading  towns,  and 
also  in  Europe.  We  should  like  to  see  the 
suggestion  carried  out ;  and,  although  on 
this  side  of  the  water  a  similar  attempt 
proved  unsuccessful,  we  are  far  from  saying 
that  our  go-ahead  cousins  would  be  unable  to 
"  put  it  through."  That  depends  princi- 
pally on  the  amount  of  vitality  in  American 
stamp-collecting  circles.  There  is,  how- 
ever,   one    reason   against    the    success    of 


societies,  and  that  is  that  pretty  nearly 
everything  that  can  be  said  about  the  obso- 
lete issues  has  been  said  already.  If  the 
members  of  the  projected  association  desire 
to  occupy  their  time  advantageously,  they 
would  do  well  to  direct  their  attention  to 
lately  issued  stamps,  which  have  not  been  so 
much  "worked"  as  their  older  brethren. 

INCONVENIENT   QUERIES. 

We  are  at  all  times  ready  to  give  our  opinion 
on  philatelical  subjects,  and  also  on  stamps 
submitted  to  us,  especially  by  our  foreign 
readers ;  but  some  queries  are  submitted  to 
us  which  are  what  we  may  term  inconvenient, 
for  were  we  to  reply  to  them  we  might  ap- 
pear to  pin  ourselves  to  some  particular 
opinion  on  points  which  we  really  deem  to 
be  at  present  undecided.  We,  therefore,  lay 
before  our  learned  readers  one  or  two  of 
these  queries,  inviting  them  to  give  us  such 
information  on  them  as  they  can  afford  us. 

1. — Some  of  the  later  arrivals  from  Cuba 
bring  stamps  surcharged  with  a  species  of 
knot.  One  authority  says  this  is  a  sur- 
charge of  value ;  another,  that  it  is  a  surcharge 
equivalent  to  Habilitado por  la  Nation;  while 
another  says  it  is  only  a  new  obliterating 
mark. 

2. — The  envelopes  of  Bremen  are  cer- 
tainly not  a  chef  d'ceuvre  either  of  design 
or  of  printing  ;  but,  if  we  mistake  not,  there 
are  several  types  of  them,  though  really  we 
cannot  take  upon  ourselves  to  say  how  many, 
and  what  are  the  characteristic  differences. 
Perhaps  our  readers  can  assist  us. 

3. — The  real  use  of  the  "escuelas"  stamps  of 
Venezuela  has  not,  that  we  are  aware  of,  yet 
been  discovered.  One  great  authority  says 
that  they  are  stamps  used  in  the  schools, 
simply  for  teaching  the  youth  the  business 
of  letter- carrying,  dispatch  and  receipt  of 
imaginary  orders,  &c. ;  a  sort  of  practical 
exemplification  of  the  use  of  a  postage 
stamp  ;  while  another  says  that  they  are 
postage  stamps  to  carry  letters  for  the 
students  at  a  reduced  rate.  The  Gazette  des 
Timbres,  however,  informs  us  that  one  of  its 
correspondents  says  that  they'  are  fiscal 
stamps,  and  are  to  be  found  in  fifteen  values, 
varying  from  1  centavo  up  to  50  reales. 
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NEWLY-ISSUED    OR   INEDITED 
STAMPS. 

German  Empire. — The  18  kreuzer,  stone- 
brown  (hist re)  of  the  imperial  series  has  just 
been  issued.  The  colour  and  details  exactly 
correspond  to  the  5  groschen,  the  sole  dif- 
ference being  in  the  figures  and  designation 
of  value  :  centre  showing  imperial  eagle 
crowned,  and  with  banderoles  in  plain  relief 
in  circle,  surrounded  by  upright  rectangular 
frame ;  printed  in  light  stone  colour  on 
white  paper ;  unwatermarked,  and  perfo- 
rated 14. 

The  reported  intention  of  the  German 
post-office  to  issue  a  fresh  series  of  stamps 
on  New  Year's  Day,  is  confirmed  by  the 
following  notice  which  appeared  recently  in 
the  Schlesische  Zeitung,  and  has  been  kindly 
communicated  to  us  by  Mr.  Max  Joseph. 

"  On  and  after  the  1st  January,  1875,  the 
new  currency,  of  which  the  mark  is  the  unit, 
will  be  introduced  into  the  imperial  postal 
administration.  On  that  day  new  adhesive 
stamps,  stamped  envelopes,  post  cards,  stamp- 
ed newspaper  bands,  and  money-order  cards, 
bearing  the  value  in  marks  and  fractions  of 
marks,  will  take  the  place  of  those  now  in 
circulation.  A  detailed  description  of  the 
stamps  a.nd  regulations  for  their  employment 
will  be  issued  prior  to  that  date,  but,  mean- 
while, notice  is  given  to  the  public  that  the 
stamps  bearing  a  value  expressed  in  kreuzer, 
as  also  those  of  \  groschen  and  J  gr.,  will 
cease  to  be  valid  on  the  1st  January,  1875; 
whilst  those  of  ^  gr-5  1  gr.,  2  gr.,  2|  gr.,  and 
5  gr.,  may  be  employed  until  such  time  as 
the  existing  stock  in  the  post-office  is  ex- 
hausted, when  a  term  will  be  fixed  for  their 
withdrawal." 

It  may  be  auticipated  that  a  return  to  the 
old  system  of  making  the  figure  of  value  the 
salient  feature  of  the  device,  will  coincide 
with  the  adoption  of  the  mark  currency. 

Berlin. — It  appears  the  local  post  no  longer 
exists.  The  company  by  which  it  was 
managed  has  either  failed  or  given  up  the 
attempt  to  compete  with  the  government 
office.  "  Too  many  emissions  killed  it "  is 
the  epitaph  which  M.  Moens  indites  apropos 
of    the   intelligence    that   there    exist    four 
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ers  are    struck  in 
disk.     Above  the 


types  of  the  unlovely  post  card  which  the 
company  brought  out. 

Bavaria. — The  administration  of  this 
country,  anticipating  the  action  of  the  im- 
perial post-office,  has  already  issued  a  stamp 
of  the  value  of  1  reichs- 
viarJr,  denomination  equal- 
ling 35  kreuzer.  The  new 
type  is  of  rather  larger 
size  than  the  stamps  hith- 
erto issued.  The  design 
is  in  substance  that  of 
the  present  series.  The 
royal  arms  and  support- 
white  on  a  violet  oval 
crown  is  the  word  bay- 
ern  ;  under  the  arms,  mark  ;  and  in  the  four 
corners  is  the  figure  1.  For  the  present 
this  stamp  will  not  be  perforated.  A  double, 
or  reply-paid,  2  kreuzer  card  has  been  issued, 
bearing  the  usual  stamp  in  green  and  black 
inscriptions  on  grey. 

Hungary. — New  stamps  for  this  kingdom 
are  announced  by  the  Illttstrirtes  Briefmarken 
Journal.  They  are  to  make  their  appearance 
on  this  1st  of  October.  The  design  will 
consist  of  the  figure  of  value  in  the  centre, 
the  Hungarian  crown  above,  and  a  post-horn 
and  the  inscription  Magyar  kir  posta  below. 
The  values  at  present  known  are — 

2  kreuzer,  violet. 

3  „  green. 
5       ,,  rose. 

10       „  blue. 

Spain. — The  Carlist  victory  of  Abarzuza 
has  exercised  an  influence  on  the  device  of 
the  Carlist  stamp.  The 
pretender  now  assumes  the 
right  to  wear  the  con- 
queror's laurels,  and  has 
issued  the  annexed  label 
on  which  his  effigy  is 
adorned  with  the  usual 
wreath.  Success  appears  pmnr 
to  have  had  a  softening 
effect  on  him,  if  we  may  judge  from 
the  difference  between  his  present  serene 
look  and  the  almost  farouche  aspect 
which  he  wears  in  the  old  1  real  blue. 
It  appears  that  so  long  since  as  last  January 
proposals    were    made    to    Don    Carlos    by 
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his  partisans  to  authorise  the  issue  of  stamps 
with  laureated  effigy,  but  his  modesty  was 
then  too  great  to  admit  of  his  giving  his 
consent.  M.  Moens  states  that  he  has  seen 
an  essay  which  was  submitted  at  that  time, 
whereon  the  head  is  literally  loaded  with 
laurels.  The  new  stamp  is  certainly,  in 
many  respects,  an  improvement  on  its  pre- 
decessor. It  is  well  and  carefully  drawn, 
and  the  design,  if  not  a  very  striking  one, 
is,  at  any  rate,  correct  in  its  proportions. 
The  corner  tablets  containing  the  value  are 
copied  from  the  old  1  real,  but  the  re- 
maining features  are  original.  The  colour 
is  lilac,  varying  to  reddish-lilac,  on  white. 
It  is  hardly  necessary  to  add  that  the  stamp 
is  innocent  of  perforation.  Of  the  16 
maravedis  of  Catalonia  M.  Moens  has  dis- 
covered four  misprint  varieties  in  a  sheet, 
viz.:  (1)  Bios  Pairia  Rey ;  (2)  Bios  Patria 
Rfy ;  (3)  10  niaravedi ;  (4)  Ano  en  (instead 
oi'de)  1874 

Russian  Locals. — Jeletz,  or  Elelz  (Orel). — 
We  refer  again  to  the  stamp  issued  for 
this  district  in  order  to  correct  the  ortho- 
graphy of  the  name.  We  find  it  given  in 
the  other  journals  as  Jeletz,  and  The  Philatelist 
states  that  it  is  derived  from  jelka,  a  fir. 
Our  contemporary's  correspondent  has  re- 
ceived a  clearly  postmarked  copy  of  this 
stamp,  the  obliteration  whereon  is  very 
legible,  and  reads  thus,  "Received  on  the 
18th  May,  1874/' 

Arsamass  (Xijni  Novgorod). — A  stamp 
has  been  issued  for  this  hitherto  unrepre- 
sented district,  of  which  the  above-named 
magazine  gives  the  following  description : 
"Arms, — stag  (r);  inscription  in  oval ;  value 
in  four  angles ;  blue  on  white ;  o  kop. 
Mr.  Breitfuss  has  received  a  specimen 
obliterated  with  the  date,  20th  April,  1874." 

Bohrow  (Voronesh). — From  the  same 
source  we  get  a  description  of  an  apparently 
uninteresting  design  for  this  local  itv. 
"  Lozenge  shaped ;  inscription  at  sides ; 
black  on  pink." 

Novaja  Ladoga  (government?).  —  Still 
quoting  from  our  Brighton  contemporary, 
we  find,  in  the  September,  number  the  fol- 
lowing account  of  an  issue  for  this  district. 
"Arms  and  crown  in  oval  inscribed  frame; 
value    on   white   ground    in    angles  ;     light 


green  on  white.  Of  this  stamp  the  speci- 
men received  by  Mr.  Breitfuss  is  postmarked 
14/26  May,  1873 ;  hence  it  is  evident  the 
emission  is  by  no  means  a  recent  one." 

GJnf-  (St.  Petersburg). — The  stamp  re- 
presented in  our  August  number  was  issued, 
according  to  Le  Timbrc-Poste,  on  the  16th 
April  last. 

Luxemburg. — We  learn  from  the  Brussels 
magazine  that  the  first  supply  of  5  centimes 
and  6  centimes  being  exhausted,  a  fresh  lot 
has  been  struck  off.  The  printer,  not  possess- 
ing the  necessary  blocks  to  form  the  frames 
of  the  number  of  cards  required  to  form 
a  sheet,  has  replaced  some  of  the  patterns 
by  others  nearly  resembling  them,  but 
showing  a  small  cross  in  the  centre. 
Three  of  them  are  found  at  each  angle,  two 
on  either  side,  and  four  in  the  centre  of  the 
top  and  bottom  parts  of  the  frame.  The 
card,  instead  of  being  dull  white  for  the  5c, 
is  of  a  strong;  bluish  tint,  and  the  shade 
of  the  6  c.  card  is  redder  than  previously. 
Reply-paid  cards  of  this  new  pattern  have 
been  issued  which  differ  from  the  ordinary 
ones    only   in   the    addition    of    the   words, 

KEPOXSE   PAYEE — EUCKAXWORT   BEZAHLT.   To 

facilitate  the  separation  of  the  two  halves, 
these  cards  are  perforated. 

TiSLA^D  —  Helsingfors.  —  The  stamp,  of 
which  we  give  an  illustration,  and  which 
was  issued  last  month,  is, 
like  all  its  congeners, 
printed  in  parti-colours. 
Three  shades  are  now 
employed.  The  large 
figures  10  and  the  corner 
spandrels  are  filled  with 
a  fine  blue-lined  shading 
on  the  white  ground  of 
the  paper.  The  10  pexxi 
is  in  dark  green  (?),  a  colour  produced  by  the 
deep  blue  of  the  ground  of  the  inner  circle 
being  printed  on  and  over  the  buff  tint  used 
for  the  letters  ;  the  ground  of  the  circle  is 
full  plain  blue  ;  all  the  other  lettering  is  in 
buff  or  yellow,  as  also  are  the  side  orna- 
ments ;  the  dark  margins  are  of  the  dark 
blue-green  of  the  central  lettering,  produced 
the  same  way  ;  printed  on  white  unwater- 
marked  paper,  perce  en  serpentin  ;  value  10 
penni. 
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Norway. — Dmnimens. — So  long  since  as 
1869  it  was  announced  that  a  new  4  skg. 
stamp  was  on  the  point  of 
being  issued.  It  has  at 
length  made  its  appearance, 
and  is  accompanied  by  a 
2  skg.  Both  values  are  of 
the  annexed  design.  The 
2  skg.  is  printed  in  blue  on 
white,  the  4  skg.  in  blue 
on  glazed  yellow  paper. 

Cuba. — The  surcharge,  referred  to  at  page 
144,  on  stamps  of  Cuba  is  a  true  surcharge, 
and  not  a  postal  obliteration ;  that  it  is  not 
equivalent  to  Hahilitado  par  la  Nation,  its 
presence  on  stamps  of  the  Republican  issues 
seems  to  place  beyond  doubt.  We  have  seen 
it  on  25  c.  de  peseta  "ultramar,  1871,"  blue. 

In  the  Belgian  journal  for  September, 
M.  Moens  re-affirms  his  opinion  that  the 
paraphe  in  question  is  equivalent  to  Hahili- 
tado. He  carefully  states  it  as  his  opinion 
only.  We,  on  the  contrary,  in  like  manner, 
and  as  a  matter  of  our  opinion,  hold  totally 
different  views. 

Our  supposition,  based  greatly  on  the 
facts  that  not  only  the  stamps  of  Amadeus 
but  those  of  the  Republic  have  this  sur- 
charge, and  that  it  is  applied  to  them  before 
they  are  issued  (for  we  find  unused  stamps 
thus  marked),  is  that  the  paraplie  shows  a 
distinction  for  Puerto  Rico. 

It  is  well  known  that  wdiile  Puerto  Rico, 
in  lb'68,  at  once  recognised  the  Republican 
change  in  the  mother-country,  Havannah 
refrained  from  so  doing  till  November,  1873, 
and  the  latter  never  surcharged  any  of  its 
stamps  Hahilitado  por  la  Nacion,  till  then, 
if  at  all.  Puerto  Rico  did  this  from  1868, 
and  the  probability  is  that  all  so  surcharged 
emanate  from  it,  and  not  from  Cuba  *. 

We  are  unable  to  decipher  the  signatures 
of  the  paraphe,  but  our  observation  leads 
us  to  believe  there  are  two  forms  of  it  nmv 
in  use,  though  we  take  them  to  be  merely 
different  renderings  of  the  same  signature, 
and  believe  that  on  the  stamps  of  Amadeus 
it  wras  the  same  name. 

Like  M.  Moens,  we  wait  the  clearing  up 

*  AVe  publish  in  ouv  correspondence  columns  a  letter 
received  since  writing  this,  from  our  esteemed  contributor, 
Mr.  de  Tsasi,  which  emphatically  confirms  our  view. 


of  this  point,  which,  as  attention  is  called  to 
it  during  the  currency  of  Wyq  paraphe,  cannot 
fail  to  be  soon  set  at  rest. 

Venezuela. — A  new  value  has  been  issued 
for  this  country  of  the  same  design  as  the 
pre-existing  stamps — 2  centavos,  yellowish 
green.  The  L  centavo  is  now  printed  in 
lilac  ;  the  -|  rl.,  1  rl.,  and  2  rls.  continue 
to  appear  in  shade  approximating  to  those  in 
which  they  were  first  emitted,  but  we  are 
inclined  to  adopt  the  conjecture  of  an 
American  contemporary,  that  the  designs 
of  all  have  been  redrawn  or  transferred. 
We  have  the  above  five  values  before  us. 
They  are  all  distinguished  by  a  peculiarity 
which  has  attracted  much  attention.  Two 
horizontal  lines  of  minute  black  print,  about 
a  quarter- of- an- inch  apart,  cross  the  design 
near  the  centre.  The  characters  which  make 
up  the  inscription  are  much  blurred,  and 
almost  illegible  on  some  copies.  The  first 
line  is  composed  of  repetitions  of  the  word 
CONTRESTNAS,  and  the  second,  of  the  words 
estampillas  de  correos.  Taken  together, 
the  inscription  signifies  "  Countersign,  Post- 
age Stamp,"  and  would  appear  to  form  a 
kind  of  visa  or  guarantee  of  genuineness. 
Probably  only  stamps  thus  "  countersigned" 
are  admitted  in  payment  of  postage,  and  we 
may  infer  that  the  precaution  of  sur- 
charging has  been  adopted  with  a  view  to 
checkmate  the  operations  either  of  forgers 
or  thieves. 

Antioquia. — As  a  pendant  to  the  three 
high  values  for  this  state  recently  described, 
comes  the  annexed  one 
centavo  stamp,  printed  in 
light  green.  The  value  in 
this  denomination  occupies 
the  place  of  honour,  which 
in  the  others  was  reserved 
for  the  word  correos.  The 
latter,  though  still  in  con- 
spicuous characters,  is  re- 
legated to  the  upper  margin,  and  the  words 
UN  centavo  cross  the  centre.  This  is  the 
first  instance  of  the  issue  of  a  stamp  of  so 
low  a  value  by  any  one  of  the  "sovereign  " 
states.  It  would  seem  as  if  their  postal 
authorities  were  desirous  of  emulating  the 
central  office  in  all  respects,  but  let  us  hope 
that  the  extension  of  postal  facilities  which 
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this  issue  indicates  is  not  merely  nominal, 
bnt  may  be  taken  as  an  evidence  of  the 
desire  of  the  Antioquians  to  possess  a 
properly  organised  service. 

Bolivar. — This  state,  like  that  of  Anti- 
oquia,  seems  to  have  made  up  its  mind  to 
"go  in "  for  stamps.  Not  a  year  ago  it 
issued  a  complete  series, 
and  now  it  sends  another 
claimant  for  recognition  in 
the  shape  of  a  5  c.  blue  on 
white,  of  which  our  engrav- 
ing gives  a  good  idea.  The 
design  differs  entirely  from 
that  of  last  year's  5  cen- 
tavos.  The  words  correos  bolivar  are 
strikingly  conspicuous,  and  perhaps  the 
special  prominence  given  to  it  is  intended 
as  a  set-off  against  the  inscription,  ee.  uu. 
be  Colombia,  in  the  lower  half  of  the  stamp. 
Oar  Brighton  contemporary  argues,  with 
E-orne  show  of  reason,  that  the  new  design 
has  been  issued  in  consequence  of  the 
central  authorities  having  taken  umbrage  at 
the  absence  of  any  inscription  on  the  1873 
stamp  indicative  of  the  subordination  of 
Bolivar  to  the  Republic.  The  value  of  the 
stamp  is  unchanged,  the  colour  even  is  the 
same  as  that  of  last  years  issue,  and 
what  other  motive  can  there  have  been 
than  the  one  above  given  for  changing 
the  design  ?  If  the  conjecture,  that  the 
central  authorities  "  insisted  on  their  supre- 
macy being  facially  recognised  on  the 
Bolivar  stamps,"  be  correct,  then  we  may 
look  for  the  withdrawal  of  the  other  values 
issued  in  1873,  and  the  emission  of  new  de- 
signs to  replace  them. 

British  East  Indies. — We  have  to  chro- 
nicle an  entirely  new  value — the  highest  yet 
issued  for  British  India — viz.,  one  rupee. 

Specimens  came  over  in  the  mail  arriving 
in  England  the  middle  of  September,  and 
we  have  received  a  copy  from  one  of  our 
correspondents. 

The  stamp  is  extremely  similar  to  the 
current  6  an.  and  8  pies,  slate-grey.  It  is 
the  same  size,  the  same  conventional  head  of 
the  Queen,  in  the  same  octagonal  border, 
and  of  the  same  colour,  on  the  same 
watermarked  paper,  and  with  the  same  per- 
foration, viz.,  elephant's  head,  perforated  14. 


The  sole  distinctions  are  that  the  words  of 
value,  one  rupee,  only  fill  the  three  lower 
sides  of  the  octagon,  and  that  the  two  up- 
right sides,  which  in  the  other  value  bear 
six  and  fees  respectively,  are  here  filled  up 
with  a  Greek  pattern  ornament  (?),  not  very 
happily  conceived.  The  ornaments  in  the 
spandrels  also  are  larger  and  have  a  sprawl- 
ing look,  not  nearly  so  neat  as  in  the  6  an. 
and  8  pies. 

Messrs  De  La  Rue  &  Co.,  of  London,  are 
evidently  the  producers  of  this  stamp, 
which  will  hardly  add  much  to  the  credit  of 
their  designer,  though  the  mechanical  part 
of  the  work  strikes  us  as  quite  supporting 
their  reputation. 

Cabul. — We  have  lately  seen  an  envelope 
to  which  one  of  the  stamps  lately  described 
so  elaborately  by  Dr.  Magnus,  in  Le  Tlmhre- 
Poste,  was  affixed.  It  was  one  of  the  black 
stamps,  and  placed  on  the  back,  on  one 
side  of  the  seal  (the  left),  so  as  to  prevent 
any  opening  of  the  flap  or  sides.  The  contents 
appear  to  have  been  extracted  by  cutting 
the  other  end  off  the  envelope.  Three  ink 
lines  with  a  loop  at  the  end  of  each,  like  a 
figure  6,  were  drawn  from  the  outer  edge  of 
the  stamp,  one  each  on  the  flap  and  two  folds 
of  the  envelope,  we  imagine  for  security 
sake.  An  oval  handstamp,  with  an  inscrip- 
tion that  looks  to  our  eye  Persian,  is  twice 
impressed  on  the  back  of  the  envelope,  once 
at  the  seal,  once  at  the  side  ;  the  stamp  is 
obliterated  by  a  blue  (circular  ?)  handstamp, 
quite  illegible,  and  on  the  address  side  of  the 
envelope  is  an  inscription  in  four  lines  of 
eastern  characters,  of  which  we  hope  to  be 
able  to  give  our  readers  a  further  description 
next  month,  together  with  such  details  of 
this  stamp  as  will  enable  us  to  appreciate  its 
true  use  and  character. 

Japan. — By  the  kindness  of  a  valued  cor- 
respondent, who  has  recently  taken  up  his 
residence  in  Japan,  we  are  in  possession  of 
specimens  of  the  Japanese  substitutes  for 
postal  cards,  referred  to  in  a  recent  number, 
and  consisting  of  small  sheets  of  paper,  6|  in. 
by  6  in.,  folded  in  half.  On  the  outside  of 
one  leaf  is  struck  the  stamp,  which  is  placed 
longitudinally  in  the  upper  right  corner, 
within  a  fancy  frame  of  very  simple  pattern. 
On  the  inner  side  of  this  leaf  are   twelve 
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lines  of  Japanese  characters.  Of  the  other 
leaf  the  ontside  is  quite  blank  ;  the  inner  side, 
which  faces  the  instructions,  contains  four 
ruled  lines  within  a  plain  double-lined  bor- 
der, to  receive  the  communication.  There 
are  two  values,  viz. : — 

\  sen  brownish  red. 

1     „  indigo. 

In  both  values  the  instructions  and  the 
ruled  lines  are  in  red,  a  common  supply  for 
both  being  probably  struck  off  in  advance. 
The  paper  is  a  common  wove,  rather  thin, 
and  of  a  yellowish  tint.  The  impressed 
stamps  are  from  the  same  dies  as  the  ad- 
hesives.  The  ornamental  frame  is  of  the 
same  colour  as  the  stamp  it  encloses  ;  but  it 
appears  that  the  one  sen  was  first  issued  with 
the  stamp  in  blue,  as  at  present,  and  the 
frame  red,  so  that  there  is  already  an  ob- 
solete variety  of  these  postal  slips.  The 
\  sen  "slip,"  we  should  add,  is  only  valid 
for  local  correspondence ;  for  communica- 
tions with  Tokio,  or  Yeddo,  as  it  was  for- 
merly called,  the  one  sen  is  required. 

Besides  the  cards  or  "slips,"  a  new  adhe- 
sive has  been  issued  for  this  country — 6  sen 
brown.  It  is  thus  described  by  The  A.  J.  P. : 
"  The  design  consists  of  a  riband,  arranged 
ovally,  6  SEN  in  the  upper  portion,  repeated 
again  in  the  lower  part,  the  sides  being  taken 
up  with  Japanese  characters ;  within  is  the 
circular  ornament  common  to  the  other 
values ;  Japanese  characters  on  the  Bides, 
above  and  below ;  a  groundwork  of  semi- 
circles like  the  slates  on  the  roofs  of  old 
houses ;  the  whole  within  a  rectangular 
frame,  ornamented  curves  filling  the  spaces 
between  it  and  oval  band." 

Mexico — Sets  of  the  last  issue — both 
stamps  and  envelopes — have  arrived  in 
Europe  without  any  surcharge.  We  are 
not  informed  if  they  are  so  issued  to  the 
public;  all  we  have  seen  are  unused;  the 
absence  of  the  black  disfigurement  enables 
the  beautiful  execution  of  the  stamps  (we 
say  nothing  of  the  designs)  to  be  fully 
appreciated.  They  are  so  exquisitely  done, 
that  we  hope  that  proofs  may  be  obtain- 
able before  the  fineness  of  the  dies  has 
been  worn  off.  The  New  York  firm,  justly 
proud  of  the  excellence  of  its  wrork,  usually 
prints  off  a  small  edition  de  luxe,  in  the  shape 


of  proof  impressions  mounted  on  card,  and 
we  never  heard  of  any  inconvenience  attend- 
ing the  practice,  although  we  do  know  of 
material  advantages  resulting  from  it  in 
increased  reputation  to  the  producers.  Our 
own  postal  authorities  are,  as  it  strikes  us, 
over  fearful,  and  the  crown  agents  for  the 
colonies  share  the  like  doubts  in  this  re- 
spect, so  that  the  engravers  of  the  dies  are 
prohibited  from  striking  off  and  dissemi- 
nating proofs  of  their  artistic  skill  and 
excellence,  even  though  effectually  oblite- 
rated with  the  word  specimen. 

That  a  more  liberal  policy  might  with 
safety  be  adopted,  is  clear,  but  English  post- 
office  officials  seem  so  struck  by  the  past 
liberality  of  the  great  postal  reforms  in- 
augurated by  Sir  Rowland  Hill,  that  they 
rely  on  their  formerly  acquired  reputation, 
and  appear  unconscious  of  the  fact  that,  in 
this  as  in  many  other  instances,  ideas  which 
wrere  somewrhat  in  advance  of  their  period 
thirty  years  ago,  are  now  comparatively 
antiquated. 

Verbum  sap. ;  but  a  hint,  and  a  tolerably 
strong  one,  is  required,  if  our  postal  service 
is  to  keep  its  foremost  place — to  be  in  advance, 
and  not  behind  the  wants  and  wishes  of  the 
public. 

The  newdy-issued  set  of  stamps  has  also 
arrived  with  the  surcharge  of  the  name  of 
the  issuing  post-town  in  an  arch  over  the 
head  of  the  portrait.  This  certainly,  when 
accurately  applied,  does  not  tend  to  destroy 
the  beauty  of  the  stamp  as  much  as  the 
system  of  impressing  the  name  at  random 
across  their  face.  The  surcharge  of  the 
figures  of  issue  remains  as  before. 

We  thus  have  three  sets  of  these  stamps  : 
I.— Surcharge    applied   across   face    of 

stamp. 
II. — Without  any  surcharge. 

III. — Surcharge  of  post  town  in  arch. 

Philippine  Islands. — We  learn  that  spe- 
cimens of  the  1  real,  blue,  1854  y  55,  head  of 
Queen  Isabella,  surcharged  Hnbilitado  par 
la  Nation,  have  been  received  in  London 
direct  from  the  Manilla  post-office.  This  is 
certainly  utilizing  old  stock  on  hand  w-ith  a 
vengeance.  The  specimens  referred  to  were 
sent,  unobliterated,  to  a  well  known  member 
of  the  Philatelical  Society  of  London,  wTith 
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many  other  obsolete  rarities  of  the  Philippine 
Islands. 

Another  stamp  of  the  1874  type  (seated 
figure,  filipinas  at  top)  has  made  its  ap- 
pearance. The  value  is  1  peseta  25  c. ;  the 
colour,  light  stone. 

Peru. — We  arc  now  in  a 
position  to  give  an  en- 
graving of  the  admirable 
design  for  this  country,  to 
which  we  alluded  in  a  pre- 
ceding number.  Nothing 
further  is  yet  known  about 
the  forthcoming  series. 
New  Zealand. — The  two- 
pence vermilion,  type  full  face  of  the 
Queen,  will  get  confusing  if  its  varieties  of 
watermark  are  not  noted  as  they  are  dis- 
covered. 

We  write  w7ith  a  fine  perforated  copy, 
plainly  watermarked  nz.  with  star  of  five 
points,  before  us,  the  same  paper  and  water- 
mark as  that  on  which  the  present  series  is 
printed. 

We  also  have  the  same  2d.  vermilion  on 
plain  un watermarked  paper,  and  on  paper 
watermarked  with  parallel  straight  lines, 
crossed  by  lines  arranged  diamond  wise,  so 
as  to  show  a  trellised  pattern.  This  last  is 
uncommon,  and  probably  belongs  to  the  edge 
of  a  sheet  of  stamps. 

Of  the  actual  current  issue  we  have  one 
penny  lilac,  and  twopence  rose  on  distinctly 
blue  paper — a  paper  made  blue,  not  bleule  by 
gum.  The  ^  atermark  is  nz.  with  the  obtuse- 
rayed  stars  of  five  points. 

Griqualand  West. — A  Cape  Town  cor- 
respondent informs  us  that  the  order  for  the 
projected  stamps  has  not  been  sent  home 
yet,  and  that  although  the  designs  have 
been  prepared,  the  matter  is  still  in  abeyance. 
The  adopted  type  is  said  to  consist,  as  far  as 
the  framework  goes,  in  a  lozenge  within  a 
rectangle. 

Bermudas. — There  are  two  varieties  of  the 
surcharged  word  Threepence  on  the  shilling 
stamp;  in  one  it  is  printed  in  large  upright 
capitals,  and  in  the  other  in  italics. 

Bolivia. — The,  500  centavos,  black  :  it  has 
generally  been  supposed  by  most  collectors 
that  one  type  only  of  this  high  value  existed 
—that  with  nine  stars  below  the  arms  :  but 
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by  the  last  mail  from  Washington  a  respected 
correspondent  sends  us  word  to  the  effect  that 
he  lately  received  from  the  republic  of  Bolivia 
a  complete  set  of  this  series,  of  which  the 
500  c.  showed  eleven  stars. 

St.  Vincent. — The  one  shilling  now  comes 
over  of  a  dirty  rose  colour. 

PAPERS  for  BEGINNERS.— XL. 

15V   OVE11Y   TAYLOR. 
EUROPE. 

$tLomagmt. 

The  stamps  of  Romagna  seemed  at  one  time 
to  be  destined  to  become  rare.  They  wrere 
scarce  at  a  time  when  the 
issues  of  Parma,  Modena, 
and  Tuscany  were  common, 
and  it  might  reasonably 
have  been  supposed,  seeing 
how  short  was  the  period  of 
their  currency,  that  they 
would  constantly  increase 
in  value.  But  not  only  is  it  possible  at  the 
present  time  to  obtain  questionable  reprints 
at  a  nominal  price,  the  far  more  valuable  ob- 
literated specimens  are  also  to  be  had  for  a 
few  pence,  and  are  much  more  frequently 
met  with  than,  for  example,  the  upright 
Oldenburgs.  That  so  large  a  number  of 
stamps  should  have  been  employed  in  the 
course  of  five  or  six  months  in  a  province  by 
no  means  remarkable  for  its  commercial  im- 
portance, is  surprising ;  yet  the  fact,  as  ap- 
parently evidenced  by  the  commonness  of 
most,  if  not  all  the  values,  remains. 

The  emission  of  the  series  took  place,  as 
everyone  knows,  shortly  after  the  inau- 
guration of  the  provisional  government  of 
Romagna.  The  people  of  that  province, 
seeing  the  success  which  had  attended  the 
struggle  for  liberty  in  the  north  of  Italy, 
took  it  into  their  heads  to  free  themselves 
from  the  Papal  yoke,  and  their  unceremo- 
nious action  in  the  matter  was  viewed 
with,  no  great  satisfaction  by  the  diplomatic 
world.  Out  of  the  Napoleonic  idea  of  a  free 
Italy  from  the  Alps  to  the  Adriatic  was 
growing  a  greater  idea,  that  of  a  free  Italy 
throughout  the  regions  traversed  by  the 
Apennines.       They    who    had    set    the    ball 
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rolling  were  astonished  at  tlie  momentum,  it 
had  acquired,  and  would,  perhaps,  have  been 
glad  to  arrest  its  progress,  but  that  could 
not  be  done.  The  Romaguese,  after  a  short 
struggle,  gained  their  liberty,  and,  as  a  ne- 
cessary preliminary  to  union  with  Piedmont, 
a  temporary  government  was  established. 
From  that  government  (to  return  to  things 
postal)  emanated,  on  the  2nd  July,  1859,  a  re- 
quest to  Professor  Sil  vessi  Gherardi  to  furnish 
a  design  for  the  stamps  of  the  emancipated 
provinces.  Professor  Gherardi,  an  inhabi- 
tant of  Turin,  appears  to  have  taken  no 
notice  of  the  order.  The  government  then 
applied  to  the  Turin  post-office,  and  the  au- 
thorities there  sent  a  set  of  Sardinian 
stamps  to  serve  as  models  for  the  projected 
set ;  but  apparently  the  designs  did  not  find 
favour  at  Bologna,  for,  instead  of  adopting  a 
type  adorned  with  the  king's  portrait,  the 
Romagna  administration  took  refuge  in  the 
above  unpretending  and  unlovely  device. 
It  may  be  conjectured  that  considerations  of 
economy  had  something  to  do  with  the  deci- 
sion, which  was  taken  after  an  inspection  of 
a  series  of  proofs  struck  in  black  on  colour. 

The  article  from  which  these  particulars 
are  taken*  states  that  the  printing  of  the 
stamps  was  undertaken  by  a  Bologna  firm, 
that  of  Tinto  and  Merlain,  and  that  the  casts 
were  made  by  Amoretti  Brothers,  also  of 
Bologna.  The  sheets  are  divided  into  two 
parts,  each  containing  six  rows  of  ten  stamps. 

The  decree  authorising  the  emission  reads 
as  follows  :  — 

The  Governor -General  of  Romag>ta 
Considering  that  postage  stamps  are  requisite,  both  to 
facilitate  the  work  of  the  post-office  and  for  the  con- 
venience of  the  public. 

Considering  that  those  which  bear  the  Papal  arms  can  no 
longer  be  admitted, 
Decrees,— 

Art.  1. — The  stamps  bearing  the  arms  of  the  Pope  are 
suppressed. 

Art.  2.— On  and  after  the  1st  Sept.  new  postage  stamps 
shall  be  issued,  with  the  following  inscription  :— franco 
bollo  postale,  HOMAGNB,  and  the  value  in  the  centre 
in  baiocchi. 

Art.  3. — The  Finance  Administrator  is  charged  with 
the  execution  of  the  present  decree. 

The  Governor  General,- 

CIPRIANI. 
The  Finance  Administrator, 

G.  N.  POPOLI. 


*Le  Timbre- Poite,  vol.  x.,  p.  92. 


The  values  of  the  stamps  are  as  follow 


|  baioccho 

lemon. 

1         „ 

iron-grey. 

2  baiocchi 

dark  yellow 

3        „ 

dark  green. 

4        „ 

red- brown. 

5        „ 

dull  lilac. 

6        „ 

light  green. 

8 

rose. 

20        „ 

light  blue. 

The  employment  of  the  G  baj.  has  never 
been  proved,  though  the  writer  from  whom  I 
quote  is  of  opinion  that  that  value  was  is- 
sued with  the  others.  He  bases  his  argu- 
ment on  the  founders'  (Amoretti  Bros.)  in- 
voice for  the  casts,  in  which  those  of  the 
6  baj.  and  8  baj.  are  entered  as  having  been 
delivered  together  to  the  printers ;  and,  if 
delivered  to  the  printers  together,  why  should 
not  the  supplies  of  the  two  values  have  been 
struck  off  together  ?  This  chain  of  rea- 
soning is  obviously  incomplete.  It  certainly 
does  not  prove  the  simultaneous  issue  of  the 
6  baj.  and  8  baj.  ;  it  only  creates  a  presump- 
tion to  that  effect,  which  is  weakened  by  the 
fact  that  no  used  specimens  of  the  6  baj. 
are  known. 

The  entire  series  was  withdrawn  on  the 
31st  January,  1860,  in  execution  of  a  decree 
of  the  governor  of  the  Emilian  provinces, 
dated  the  12th  of  the  same  month,  though  a 
delay  of  two  months  was  allowed  for  the  ex- 
change of  the  stamps  against  those  of 
Sardinia,  which  were  appointed  to  supersede 
them. 

After  the  suppression  of  the  stamps  (says 
the  writer  already  quoted  from)  the  dies, 
badly  packed,  were  forwarded  to  Turin,  and 
arrived  there  in  bad  condition,  most  of  them 
having  had  the  corners  knocked  off  during 
the  journey.  A  postal  employe,  Mr.  J. 
Gozo,  nevertheless  obtained  from  the  dies  a 
number  of  impressions  in  all  colours,  his 
practice  being  to  unite  all  the  values  and 
print  them  off  on  the  same  sheet.  Later  on, 
desiring  to  hide  the  defects  presented  by  the 
stamps  printed  from  deteriorated  dies,  Gozo 
got  an  engraver  to  add  an  outside  frame, 
consisting  of  six  to  seven  thin  lines.  The 
impressions  from  these  manipulated  dies 
are  worthless. 
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$tmnan  States, 

(OE    STATES    OF   THE    CHURCH). 

No  one  can  look  on  the  stamps  of  the 
Pontifical  government  without  some  degree 
of  interest.  They  have 
no  claims  to  artistic 
merit,  in  fact  they  are 
unworthy  to  the  last 
degree  of  the  city  in 
which  they  were  print- 
ed ;  but  they  bear  the 
world-famed  arms  of  a 
power  which  stands  apart  from  all  others  in 
its  origin,  and  in  the  mighty  influence  it 
still  wields.  The  keys  of  St.  Peter  and  the 
papal  tiara  are  symbols  of  peculiar  import. 
They  are  linked  with  religious  and  historical 
associations  of  the  gravest  nature,  and  they 
remain  the  emblems  of  a  spiritual  domiuion 
which  has  outlived  the  temporal  sovereignty. 
Hence  the  philatelist  who  takes  a  pleasure  m 
noting  the  suggestiveness  of  the  humble 
labels  which  fill  our  albums,  will  be  inclined 
to  give  particular  attention  to  the  issues 
of  the  Roman  States. 

The  Papal  government  has  never  been 
conspicuous  for  its  fondness  for  progress, 
and  its  conservative  habits  appear  even 
in  its  postal  rates.  Such  as  they  were  in 
1816  such  they  remained,  at  any  rate,  until 
the  issue  of  the  series  with  decimal  values. 
Until  the  end  of  the  last  century  all  the 
powers  who  were  represented  at  Rome  had 
their  own  couriers,  and  the  local  correspond- 
ence of  the  country  was  carried  on  by  the 
nobles  for  their  own  profit.  When  the 
French  invaded  the  States  they  put  an  end 
to  these  manifold  privileges,  and  established 
a  uniform  postal  service,  which  was  carried 
on  by  the  government  as  in  other  countries. 
This  service  was  continued  by  Pius  VII. 
when  he  returned  to  Rome  in  18 14,  and  in 
1816  he  published  a  postal  tariff  which,  as 
above  stated,  remained  in  use  without  any 
alteration  until  1867,  and  perhaps  until 
1870,  for  I  am  not  sure  that  the  change  in 
the  denominations  was  accompanied  by  any 
modification  in  the  rates. 

The  emission  of  TJostage  stamps  took  place 
under  the  auspices  of  Cardinal  Antonelli, 
who    signed    an    order,     dated     the     29th 


November,  1851,  and  on  the  19th  of  the  fol- 
lowing month  the  pro-minister  of  finance 
issued  a  notice  concerning  the  employment 
of  postage  stamps,  in  which  it  was  stated 
that  they  would  be  of  eight  different  kinds, 
from  a  half-bajoccho  up  to  seven  bajocchi, 
inclusive.      Nothing  is  said  of  the  colour  of 


the  stamps,  nor  is  any  reference  made  to  the 
three  other  values  which  were  issued,  viz., 
8  baj.,  50  baj.,  and  1  scudo.  No  trace  of 
any  order  for  the  emission  of  these  stamps 
can  be  found,  and  it  would  appear  that  of 
its  own  authority  the  post-office  issued  them, 
on  finding  that  they  were  necessary  for  the 


prepayment  of  the  numerous  letters  sent 
from  Rome  to  distant  parts  of  the  world. 
Whether  that  was  really  the  cause  is  uncer- 
tain. I  have  always  been  under  the  impres- 
sion that,  as  the  Papal  government  had  no 
postal  treaties  with  other  powers,  letters 
from  Rome  could  only  be  prepaid  up  to  the 
Italian  frontier.  Whatever  may  have  been 
the  true  motive  for  the  issue,  it  is  worth 
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noting,  that  for  a  long  period  Rome  was  alone 
among  the  European  states  in  the  possession 
of  a  stamp  of  so  high  a  value  as  a  scudo  (4/-). 
The  colours  which  were  selected  by  the 
post-office  were  the  following  : — 
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|  bajoccho 
1         „ 

pale  lilac, 
bluish,  green 

2  bajocclii 

3  „ 

yellow-green 
buff. 

4        „ 

pale  brown. 

5        „ 

rose. 

6  „ 

7  „ 

bluish  grey, 
blue. 

8        „ 

white. 

50 

blue. 

1 scudo 

red. 

Changes  subsequently  took  place  in  the 
shades  of  some  of  the  stamps  ;  but  it  appears 
that  they  were  entirely  accidental,  and  due 
only  to  irregularities  in  the  colouring  of  the 
paper.  Thus  we  find  that  the  \  baj.  passed 
through  some  noticeable  modifications,   be- 


BAJ-6P 


coming  of  a  reddish  violet  in  1862,  and  olive- 
brown  in  1864.  The  3  baj.  varies  from  brown 
to  pale  brown ;  the  4  baj.,  from  pale  brown  to 
bright  yellow ;  and  the  50  baj.  is  found  in 
two  distinct  shades  of  blue.  Minor  differ- 
ences of  shade  are  noticeable  in  the  1  baj., 
2  baj.,  and  6  baj.  ;  the  remaining  values 
remained  tolerably  faithful  to  the  original 
colours. 

With  regard  to  the  designs,  it  is  remark- 
able that  not  only  does  the  shape  of  the 
frame  differ  in  each,  the  armorial  bearings 
also  were  engraved  specially  for  each  value. 


The  handles  and,  in  some  instances,  the 
shafts  of  the  keys  vary  considerably  in 
shape,  and  are  diversely  ornamented.  In 
some  values  the  handle  is  round ;  in  others, 
curved  inwards  at  the  centre  ;  in  others,  oval, 


with  an  interior  cross-shaped  pattern  ;  some 
of  the  handles  have  a  scallopped  inner  edge  ; 
others,  a  chain-pattern  ;  others,  a  series  of 
dots,  and  so  on  throughout  this  curious 
series,  as  a  glance  at  the  engravings  which 
accompany  this  article  will  show. 

In  1867,  in  consequence  of  the  adoption 
of  the  decimal  currency,  a  new  series  of 
stamps  became  necessary.  It  is  to  be  re- 
gretted that  the  opportunity  was  not  taken 
advantage  of  to  adorn  the  stamps  with  the 
Pontiff's  effigy.  The  administration,  how- 
ever, appears  to  have  been  intent  on  realising 
an  economy,  and  finally  decided  on  the  re- 
issue of  the  old  types  with  values  altered  to 
suit  the  occasion ;  we  have  consequently — 


2  centesimi 

[2  baj.] 

bright  green 

3        „ 

[1    „  ] 

grey. 

5         „ 

[3    „   ] 

light  blue. 

10        „ 

[8    „  ] 

vermilion. 

20        „ 

[4    „  ] 

crimson. 

40        „ 

[6    «] 

yellow. 

80        „ 

[1    „  ] 

rose. 

These  stamps  are  all  printed  in  black  on 
coloured  glazed  paper.  In  1868  they  were 
reissued  perforated  in  the  same  colours,  and 
in  1869  the  20  c.  appeared  in  solferino 
colour.  The  old  50  baj.  and  1  scudo  did 
not  share  in  the  general  metamorphosis ; 
probably  they  were  not  employed  sufficiently 
to  render  necessary  their  reproduction. 

In  September,  1870,  the  Papal  territories 
were  invaded  by  the  Italians  on  the  with- 
drawal of  the  French  garrison  ;  the  temporal 
power  gave  way,  and  the  States  of  the 
Church,  with  Rome  itself,  have  since  formed 
part  of  the  kingdom  of  Italy,  the  Pope  with- 
drawing, in  consequence,  to  the  Vatican. 
At  what  precise  period  the  Pomish  stamps 
were  withdrawn  is  uncertain.  The  rumour 
ran  that  they  remained  in  use  within  the 
precincts  of  the  Vatican  for  the  service  of  the 
Papal  functionaries  and  adherents,  but  that 
is  not  probable.  It  is  more  reasonable  to 
suppose  that  when  the  postal  service  was 
taken  in  hand  by  the  Italian  government 
the  Papal  stamps  at  once  ceased  to  circulate. 
They  are  now  very  common  in  an  unused 
state — I  allude  of  course  to  the  lower  values 
— and  in  this  instance  I  see  no  reason  to  sus- 
pect that  the  copies  which  are  offered  are  re- 
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prints.  It  is  more  likely  they  formed  part  of 
the  "remainder"  left  over  in  the  Roman 
post-office. 

The  50  baj.  and  1  scndo  continue  rare. 
They  have  been  frequently  forged,  however, 
and  inexperienced  collectors  should  be  care- 
ful what  they  buy. 

Of  essays  there  are  none  known,  except  an 
apocryphal  type  which  was  communicated 
to  a  continental  paper  in  1867.  Yet  it  ap- 
pears that  even  prior  to  that  date  numerous 
offers  to  furnish  designs  for  a  new  series 
were  received  from  foreign  houses. 

NOTES  ON  THE  EARLIER   ISSUES 
OF   FRANCE. 

A  discussion  in  our  columns  on  the  subject 
of  the  paper  by  "  Netsua "  in  last  month's 
Stamp-  Collector' s  Magazine  may  not  be  out  of 
place,  the  more  so,  as  but  little  has  hitherto 
appeared  relating  to  the  stamps. 

It  is  curious  to  observe  how,  in  almost  all 
matters  touching  philately  as  a  science,  that 
great  and  accomplished  collector,  M.  George 
Herpin,  of  Paris,  was  the  pioneer  of  our 
more  recent  learning ;  to  him  belongs  the 
honour  of  the  first  attempt  to  reduce  the 
stamps  of  France  to  a  systematized  classi- 
fication. 

The  result  of  his  labours  appeared  in  Le 
Collectionneur  de  Timbres-Poste,  a  journal  long 
since  defunct,  published  by  M.  A.  Maury, 
in  Paris,  and  to  what  then  was  written  but 
little  can  be  added.  Certainly,  a  list  or 
bare  chronicle  of  shades,  such  as  "Netsua" 
gives,  and  a  classification  of  the  subsequent 
issues  are  possible  additions ;  the  former, 
very  useful  to  a  collector ;  the  latter,  indis- 
pensable to  collectors,  catalogue  makers, 
amateurs  ;  but  for  all  purposes  little  or  no- 
thing has  come  to  light  of  late  years  to  alter 
or  vary  the  facts  as  published  by  M.  Herpin, 
in  1864. 

"  Netsua,"  in  compiling  his  reference  list, 
has  evidently  not  been  aware  of  what  M. 
Herpin  thus  published,  nor  has  regard 
been  had  to  Le  Magasin  Pittoresque,  nor  to 
either  the  French  or  German  catalogues 
or  publications.  This  is  to  be  deplored,  as 
what  appears  in  the  columns  of  The  Stamp- 
Collector's  Magazine  is  supposed  to  represent 


somewhat  approximately  the  state  of  general 
philatelic  knowledge  on  the  subject  treated 
of ;  and  from  the  evident  pains  bestowed  on 
the  paper,  the  compiler  might  have  done 
himself  and  his  subject  alike  more  justice, 
had  the  sources  of  information  referred  to 
been  consulted  by  him. 

In  dealing  with  shades,  the  compiler  has 
felt  the  need  of  some  standard ;  a  need  com- 
mon to  all  who  try  their  hands  at  making  a 
list;  recourse  has  been  had  to  the  artists' 
colourman,  and  the  names  assigned  taken 
from  those  of  a  water-colour  box.  It  is  im- 
possible to  be  accurate  and  consistent  with- 
out some  standard ;  the  trouble  is  to  find 
one  universally  accessible  and  acceptable. 

"  Netsua "  has  chosen  Winsor  and  New- 
ton's wafer-colour  list ;  but  if  Newman's,  or 
any  of  the  standard  colourmen,  had  been 
selected,  though  in  main  tints  they  all 
agree  {e.g.,  Prussian  blue),  in  subsidiary 
shades  a  wide  difference  will  be  found  to 
exist  between  them,  which  of  itself  almost 
prevents  the  list  of  a  colonrman  being  taken 
as  the  general  standard. 

If  another  trade  dealing  in  colours  be 
appealed  to — dyers — they  will  be  found  to 
vary  toto  cash  from  the  colourmen  in  their 
nomenclature. 

But  in  taking  one  particular  firm  for  the 
sake  of  a  particular  essay,  and  saying  this 
is  what  I  name  by,  the  chance  of  error  is 
removed,  provided  all  readers  can  tell  what 
that  firm  designates  by  the  particular  shade, 
and  the  writer  adheres  to  his  standard ;  the 
probable  error  and  certain  inconvenience  is, 
that  all  will  more  or  less  generalize  and 
reason  as  if  what  their  standard  names  a 
shade  must  designate  that  shade  everywhere 
else. 

Of  this  the  writer,  who  spells  his  name 
Netsua,  affords  a  rather  amusing  example; 
he  says  he  does  not  know  why  the  10  centimes 
are  usually  said  to  be  of  the  shade  bistre, 
for  that  is  one  of  the  darkest  browns  in  the 
colour-box  (id  est,  Winsor  and  Newton's 
colour-box).  Now,  if  Netsua  had  contented 
himself  by  stating  the  fact  that  the  bistre 
in  his  standard  of  reference  was  much 
darker  than  the  shade  in  which  the  10 
centimes  were  printed,  he  would  have  been 
rio-ht,  but  the  bistre  of  us  English  and  that 
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of  the  French  differ.  Oars  is  a  deep  brown; 
theirs,  a  light  stone  tint,  in  which  a  shade 
of  yellow  appears.  They  are  right  in  calling 
the  10  centimes  bistre ;  it  is  so.  We  mnst,  to 
call  it  bistre,  mean  the  same  tint  as  the 
French  intend  by  that  word. 

Again,  the  French  have  names  which 
designate  hnes  and  shades  for  which  we 
have  no  equivalent:  how,  for  instance, 
would  "Netsua"  translate  into  one  word 
the  shade  so  well  known  under  the  style 
amaranthe  ? 

Tnrning  now  to  the  list  of  the  stamos  of 
the  Republic  of  1849-50,  the  20  c.  Jblue 
(error)  has  no  business  there ;  it  never  was 
used  as  a  stamp,  nor  was  it  issued.  The 
history  is  well  known  ;  there  were  some  blue 
stamps,  value  20  centimes,  printed  in  error  ; 
this  blue  colour  was  intended  for  the  value 
25  centimes,  the  error  being  discovered 
before  any  of  the  stamps  were  issued ;  but 
on  the  eve  of  their  being  announced  as  pro- 
curable, a  supply  was  surcharged  in  red 
"  25  c."  Meantime,  M.  Hulot,  the  energetic 
engraver  at  the  Hotel  des  Monnaies,  by  dint 
of  great  exertion,  had  prepared  the  die  of 
the  25  c.  blue,  and  got  a  supply  printed  off 
and  ready  by  the  day  fixed  for  the  issue,  so 
that  the  intended  provisionals  with  the 
surcharge,  became  useless,  were  never  issued, 
and  were  destroyed,  except  the  rare  copies 
now  in  collector's  hands,  and  which  no  doubt 
originally  came  from  the  sample  sheet  or 
two  preserved  at  the  Paris  Mint. 

Thus  the  20  c.  blue,  with  red  surcharge, 
equally  never  existed  as  a  stamp  :  two  of 
Netsua's  list  ought  therefore  to  be  expunged. 

That  Moens,  on  the  authority  of  the  spe- 
cimen of  a  20  c.  blue,  obliterated  in  the 
post,  gives  20  c.  blue  as  a  stamp  because  it 
is  found  in  a  "Parisian  Collector's"  fine 
album,  does  not  militate  against  the  fact. 
Having  carefully  examined  this  unique  copy, 
it  seems  to  be  genuine  beyond  suspicion, 
but  marked  in  error,  probably  mistaken  for  a 
25  c.  stamp.  Netsua  takes  no  notice  of  the 
reprint  of  this  series  of  1849-50  made  in 
1862,  including  a  pale  blue  20  c,  of  which 
he  does  not  seem  to  have  seen  a  copy,  but 
he  does  catalogue  the  tints  of  this  reprint 
with  the  rest  of  the  original  stamps  of  the 
issue,  and  apparently  confounds  them.     It 


is  most  singular  that  this  reprinting — made 
at  the  Mint  itself,  to  satisfy  a  request  by 
the  English  government  for  specimens  of  the 
1849-50  issue — did  include  a  20  c.  blue 
stamp  ivltich  never  existed. 

The  Susse  perforation,  done  by  Susse  f  re  res, 
the  booksellers,  to  oblige  their  customers,  is 
7,  not  1\,  if  measured  by  the  2  centimetre 
gauge,  the  standard  to  which  all  refer. 
Original  copies  are  somewhat  rare,  but  the 
machines  being  still  extant,  use  was  made 
of  them  a  few  years  ago  (1869,  probably), 
to  perforate  numbers  of  old  used  stamps,  so 
that,  unless  one  can  be  sure  of  the  specimen 
as  having  its  history  prior  to  that  year, 
more  or  less  doubt  must  occur. 

Messrs.  Susse  Freres  began  to  perforate 
in  1861;  all  government  stamps  were  then 
imperforate,  hence  the  80  c.  deep  carmine 
(JSTetsua's  intense  burnt  carmine) — which 
was  issued  in  1854,  and  followed  very 
quickly  by  the  80  c.  carmine  (in  1854),  and 
in  1860  by  the  80  c.  rose — naturally  was 
not  pique  a  la  Susse,  it  was  no  longer  in 
issue. 

ISTetsua,  while  mentioning  the  pointed  per- 
forations, perces  en  scie,  of  the  1  c.  and  20  c, 
also  a  private  enterprise  like  Susse  Freres, 
omits  the  very  singular  stamps,  perces  a  la 
roulette,  done  by  the  French  government  in 
1861.  The  public  demanded  to  have  stamps 
issued  so  as  to  be  severable  by  tearing  ;  to 
meet  the  desire,  some  official  at  the  Mint 
devised  this  percage  en  ligne,  a  line  of 
straight  cuts,  with  small  interstices  between, 
and  sundry  sheets  were  so  prepared,  a  few 
of  which  had  been  issued,  when  a  person 
started  up,  who  had  previously  patented  the 
same  process,  and  threatened  the  stamp- 
office  with  legal  procedure,  unless  they  com- 
pensated him  or  abandoned  the  use  of  his 
plan.  Unlike  an  English  government,  in  like 
cases  of  patentee's  rights,  the  French  offi- 
cials gave  way  and  stopped  the  further  use  ; 
while  waiting  in  indecision  whether  to  buy 
a  license  or  not,  the  process  of  perforation 
as  now  in  use  was  perfected,  and  being 
every  way  more  desirable  for  them,  they 
adopted  it. 

French  stamps  thus  perces  en  ligne  are 
most  rare,  and  form  a  very  curious  and  note- 
worthy series  in  any  album. 
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The  variety  of  the  5  francs,  with,  solid 
lettering  in  the  imprint  of  the  "  5  F.",  in  lieu 
of  the  outlined  letter  and  figure,  is  accidental ; 
anyone  who  even  superficially  examines  a 
copy  of  this  value,  will  see  the  5  F.  is  printed 
after  the  stamp  has  been  otherwise  com- 
pletely printed;  the  position  of  this  sur- 
charge on  the  stamp,  therefore,  does  not 
indicate  any  change  of  die,  but  only  where 
the  particular  sheet  happened  to  fall  under 
the  press. 

The  30  c.  certainly  is,  as  remarked,  that 
in  which  the  lined  background  is  chiefly 
seen.  It  is  occasionally  found  in  the  20  c. 
Can  it  be  that  the  linen-coated  ink-roller  was 
tried,  and  was  ultimately  rejected  ?  Differing 
dies,  as  the  French  dies  are  multiplied  from 
one  matrix  by  electrotyping,  are  impossible. 

The  history  of  the  French  stamps  and 
the  various  details  arising  are  not  only 
curious  but  overlong  for  one  paper,  and 
these  desultory  remarks  must  end  for  the 
present.  The  Republic  of  1870  and  its  issues 
present  a  fair  field  for  the  labours  of  the 
most  enterprising  philatelical  student.  Mean- 
time, to  Netsua  thanks  are  due  for  his 
painstaking  care  in  the  list  he  has  furnished. 

RAMBLES  AT  HOME  AND  ABROAD. 

'BY  QTJELQU'UN. 

In  the  month  of  June  last  we  offered  some 
observations,  in  the  pages  of  this  magazine, 
on  the  Russian  locals ;  not  so  much  with  a 
view  to  prove  their  genuine  character,  which 
we  regarded,  and  continue  to  regard,  as  above 
suspicion,  but  to  reply  to  certain  charges 
made  against  them  by  Mr.  de  Joannis,  in  this 
magazine,  in  March  last.  It  will  be  in  the 
recollection  of  those  of  our  readers  who  take 
an  interest  in  the  question,  that  Mr.  de 
Joannis  had  challenged  M.  Moens  to  produce 
any  used  copies  of  the  Russian  locals.  Why 
this  challenge  should  have  been  addressed  to 
M.  Moens  we  were  at  a  loss  to  conceive,  ex- 
cept it  were  from  the  fact  that  his  extensive 
relations  enabled  him  to  ferret  out  a  large 
number  of  these  stamps  which  had,  up  to 
that  time,  been  known  only  by  report.  In 
May  last,  however,  The  American  Journal  of 
Philately  took  up  the  cudgels,  not  exactly  as 


bottle-holder  to  Mr.  de  Joannis,  but  by  an 
attack  on  this  magazine.  "  We  shall,"  says 
the  editor  of  The  American  Journal  of 
Philately,  "  take  up  bis  [Mr.  de  Joannis's] 
half- timid  inquiry,  and  challenge  our  contem- 
porary— The  Stamp-Collector  s  Magazine — to 
prove  the  authenticity  and  official  use  of  these 
labels,  which  we  do  by  boldly  denouncing 
them  as  humbugs."  In  support  of  this 
challenge  he  adduced  the  testimony  of  a 
gentleman  "domiciled  in  Moscow,"  of  high 
standing  about  the  court,  of  "  business  cares 
and  necessities,"  and  of  a  heap  of  other 
equally  potent  qualifications  to  render  him 
an  authority  in  matters  of  postage  stamps. 
This  gentleman  declared  his  absolute  disbe- 
lief in  their  existence  ;  but  he,  unfortunately, 
went  on  to  give  reasons,  and  these,  being 
grounded  on  false  premises,  his  testimony 
was  pretty  well  demolished  by  the  editor  of 
this  magazine  in  July  last,  who  showed  that 
if  the  knowledge  of  this  gentleman  regarding 
postage  stamps  was  not  in  excess  of  his 
knowledge  of  Russian  politics,  it  was  not 
worth  much. 

But  what  a  great  matter  a  little  fire 
kindleth  !  See  what  a  remarkable  commo- 
tion two  or  three  lines,  written  in  March 
last  by  Mr.  de  Joannis,  in  joke,  at  the  tail 
of  a  letter,  about  the  authenticity  of  the 
Don  Carlos  1  real  blue,  have  produced  !  We 
say,  written  in  joke;  for  the  editor  of  The 
Philatelist,  who  doubtless  is  either  inspired 
by  Mr.  de  Joannis,  or  knoweth  what  is  in 
him,  tells  us  that  "  the  editor  of  The  Stamp* 
Collec'or's  Magazine  is  mistaken  in  imagining 
that  Mr.  de  Joannis  ever  had  the  least  in- 
tention of  frightening  collectors  out  of  a  taste 
for  Russian  locals.  That  gentleman  is,  and 
ever  has  been,  an  earnest  collector  of  them, 
and  merely  made  the  challenge  complained 
of  to  draw  forth  all  possible  information  in 
their  favour."  If,  therefore,  what  Mr.  de 
Joannis  wrote  in  March  last  was  anything 
more  than  a  joke,  he  must  have  been  moved 
by  public  considerations, — by  a  desire  to  set 
the  minds  of  collectors  generally  at  ease  on 
the  authenticity  of  the  stamps  in  question. 
Of  their  genuineness  he  could  not  himself 
have  had  the  slightest  doubt,  "  as  he  is,  and 
ever  has  been,  an  earnest  collector  of  them," 
and   no    one   in   his    senses    would    expend 
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"earnestness"  in  collecting  carottes.  For 
our  own  part  we  are  not  sorry  that  the  bait 
took.  It  has  given  rise  to  some  examination 
of  the  question  of  their  employ  ;  and  we  cer- 
tainly do  not  complain  of  the  challenge, 
thouo'h  we  think  that  the  information  sought 
for  by  Mr.  de  Joannis  might  have  been  ob- 
tained in  some  other  way  than  by  decrying  a 
thing  to  find  out  what  can  be  said  in  its 
favour. 

While,  however,  we  are  informed  that 
Mr.  de  Joannis  is,  and  ever  has  been,  "an 
earnest  collector "  of  Russian  locals,  the 
editor  of  The  American  Journal  of  Philately, 
in  default  of  argument,  becomes  scurrilous, 
and  devotes  nearly  one  third  of  the  August 
number,  not  to  any  proof  of  their  non- 
genuine  character,  but  to  downright  abuse 
of  the  editors  and  proprietors  of  this  maga- 
zine, charging  them  "  with  such  a  course 
of  blundering  and  swindling,  if  you  will,  as 
may  deter  anyone  from  touching  Russian 
locals."  In  England  such  language  is  a  libel ; 
what  it  may  be  in  New  York  we  neither 
know  nor  care.  It  is  below  notice  ;  and  yet 
the  writer,  in  "blowing  his  own  horn"  as  he 
terms  it,  appeals  to  the  pages  of  this  maga- 
zine as  the  medium  by  which  he  was  first 
introduced  to  the  philatelic  world.  What  an 
ungrateful  bantling  ! 

The  editor  tells  us  that  he  appears  as  pro- 
secuting attorney,  and  produces  his  indict- 
ment, consisting  of  twelve  counts,  and 
covering  two-and-half  pages  of  the  journal. 
The  first  refers  to  the  well-known  so-called 
essays  for  Paraguay.  The  second  insinuates 
that  this  magazine  described  the  1866-7 
fiscal  stamps  of  Peru  as  postage  stamps,  for 
the  purpose  of  misleading  the  postage-stamp 
collecting  public.  The  third  accuses  this 
magazine  of  endorsing  Mr.  Chute's  St. 
Domingo  stamp.  The  fourth  states  that  the 
editor  supported  M.  Moens's  jeu  d'esprit, 
the  Moresnet  stamp.  We  can  only  suppose 
that  the  editor  of  The  American  Journal  of 
Philately  has  been  made  an  "April  fool  "  of 
by  this  poisson  cVAvril.  It  shows  how  little 
he  knows  about  the  matter  when  he  speaks  of 
the  Moresnet  joke  played  upon  the  redacteur 
of  Le  TLmbrophile  in  a  serious  manner,  and 
as  an  attempt  to  foist  a  carotte  on  the  public. 
The  editor  says  triumphantly — "  How  about 


Moresnet,  Mr.  Quelqu'un?"  We  reply — 
How  about  Moresnet,  Mr.  Editor  ? 

The  fifth  and  sixth  counts  accuse  this 
magazine  of  an  attempt  to  bolster  up  the 
Guatemala  stamp,  by  representing  it  as  the 
work  of  the  American  Bank  Note  Company. 
If  we  are  not  mistaken,  the  editor  of  this 
magazine  was  not  the  only  one  who  was  de- 
ceived for  a  short  time  about  this  Boston 
carotte. 

The  seventh,  eighth,  ninth,  tenth,  and 
eleventh  counts  refer  to  the  Paraguay  stamps, 
which  appeared  about  six  years  ago,  and 
deceived  many,  even  experienced  dealers  in 
Paris.  We  ourselves  suffered  to  the  extent 
of  a  few  francs  on  the  recommendation  of 
a  dealer  there,  with  whom  it  was  always  a 
pleasure  to  do  business,  but  who  was  him- 
self deceived. 

The  last  count  relates  to  the  "  Clara-Rothe  " 
stamps ;  and  in  this  case  the  proprietors  of 
this  magazine  are  accused  of  endeavouring 
to  foist  them  on  the  public,  because  they 
stated  that  they  were  "inclined  to  believe  in 
them,"  as  M.  Mahe,  who  usually  erred  on 
the  side  of  incredulity,  referred  to  them. 
Then  comes  a  general  clause,  "that  as  far  as 
we  have  gone,  into  these  researches  this  is  the 
last  swindle  which  The  S.  0.  M.  endorsed." 

We  have,  we  fear,  exhausted  the  patience 
of  our  readers  writh  so  long  a  reference  to 
this  stuff,  but  we  have  done  so  in  order  to 
put  plainly  before  them  the  issue  raised  be- 
tween the  editor  of  The  American  Journal  of 
Philately  and  the  editor  and  proprietors  of 
The  Stamp-Cullectors  Magazine,  which  is 
this  :  The  editor  of  The  A.  J.  P.  delibe- 
rately charges  these  latter  gentlemen  with 
using  the  pages  of  their  magazine  for  the 
purpose  of  palming  off  the  original  Paraguay 
essays,  the  1866-7  Peru  fiscals,  Mr.  Chute's 
St.  Domingo  stamp,  M.  Moens's  Moresnet, 
the  Guatemala  harbour-scene  stamps,  the 
later  Paraguay  humbugs,  and  the  "  Clara- 
Rothe  "  stamps,  upon  the  public  as  genuine 
stamps,  the  proprietors  being  at  the  same 
time  dealers  in  stamps.  He,  in  fact,  at- 
tempts to  destroy  their  credibility  as  evidence 
in  favour  of  the  authenticity  of  the  Russian 
locals  by  charging  them  with  swindling  the 
public  in  the  matter  of  the  stamps  mentioned 
in  the  indictment. 
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Wow,  we  venture  to  say  that  there  is  not 
one  stamp  collector  in  Great  Britain  that  has 
ever  had  cause  to  speak  otherwise  than  in 
the  highest  terms  of  the  perfectly  honour- 
able character  of  the  dealings  he  may  have 
had  with  the  firm  of  Messrs.  Alfred  Smith  and 
Co.,  and  the  cognate  firm  connected  with  The 
Philatelist.  We  refer  to  those  gentlemen 
by  name,  because  the  editor  of  The  A.  J.  P. 
has  thought  fit  to  name  this  first-mentioned 
firm,  and  to  cast  a  slur  upon  it.  We  have 
ourselves  had  some  experience  in  stamp- col- 
lecting, aud  have  the  pleasure  of  knowing 
most  of  the  collectors  on  this  side  of  the 
Atlantic  whose  judgment  is  especially  to  be 
relied  upon,  and  yet  we  know  not  one  who 
is  able  to  say  he  has  never  been  deceived. 
Why  should  the  editors  and  proprietors  of 
The  Stamp-Collector's  Magazine  be  the  only 
exceptions  to  the  rule  ?  They  are  not  in- 
fallible, but  they  have  always  done  what 
they  could  to  expose  fraud ;  and  wherein 
the  editor  of  The  A.  J.  P.  charges  them  with 
the  scienter,  he  slanders  them  vilely. 

We  now  leave  The  A.  J.  P.  alone  in  its 
glory,  the  only  champion  of  the  opponents  of 
the  authenticity  of  the  Russian  locals.  The 
editor  can  no  longer  fall  back  upon  Mr.  de 
Joannis — or,  as  he  denominates  him,  H.  A.  de 
Joannis  of  London — for  support.  This  gentle- 
man owns  that  he  has  been  long  since  con- 
verted ;  or,  perhaps,  what  is  nearer  the  truth, 
never  needed  any  conversion,  but  has  been  a 
faithful  believer  in  them.  The  editor  of 
The  Philatelist  also,  who  is  not  a  remarkably 
blind  man  in  philatelic  matters,  is  doing 
good  service  in  favour  of  these  locals  by 
his  series  of  papers  upon  them. 

Oar  ramble  has  extended  to  an  incon- 
venient length  ;  let  us  only,  in  conclusion, 
briefly  refer  to  some  information,  evidently 
gathered  on  the  spot  during  a  summer  tour, 
by  the  editor  of  The  Philatelist,  regarding 
that  eminently  Swiss  institution  "the  inn- 
keeper's postage  stamp  ;"  or,  as  he  terms 
them,  "  the  mountain  locals." 

Certainly,  the  hotel  and  boarding-house 
keepers  in  Switzerland  do  not  lose  the  oppor- 
tunity of  turning  an  honest  penny  when  they 
can.  It  appears  from  The  Philatelist  that  the 
Rigi-Coulm  and  Maderanerthal  stamps  are 


still  "  in  active  service."  The  editor  has  had 
no  opportunity  of  visiting  the  Rigi-Scheideck 
pension,  but  hopes  to  be  able  to  bring  news  of 
Belalp.  The  stamps  of  the  Rigi-Kaltbad, 
with  the  Alpine  rose,  have  become  things  of 
the  past,  and  are  now  obsolete ;  but  the 
most  alarming  accounts  are  those  respecting 
the  state  of  the  "  original  bird,"  which  is,  or 
rather  was,  to  be  found  on  the  Swiss  enve- 
lopes. We  always  imagined  that  the  figure 
was  intended  to  represent  a  dove,  and  have 
seen  it  so  described  ;  but  our  friend  is  too 
wary  a  bird  to  be  caught  with  chaff,  and  too 
careful  a  philatelist  to  give  a  positive  name 
to  a  doubtful  bird,  and  so  terms  it  an 
"original  bird."  Whatever  it  is,  it  appears 
to  be  in  a  very  bad  way,  attributed  by  our 
friend  to  "  wear  and  tear."  We  are  told  that 
some  of  its  remains  are  only  "  faintly  per- 
ceivable," while  in  some  instances  they  seem 
scarcely  at  all  to  exist,  and  have  given  rise 
to  the  notion  that  it  is  quite  defunct.  -  We 
suppose,  therefore,  that  it  is  gradually  giving 
place  to  the  figure  of  value  which  has  already 
been  noticed  as  existing  on  the  5  c.  envelopes. 

REVIEWS  of  POSTAL  PUBLICATIONS. 

The  Permanent  Postage- Stamp  Album.  By 
H.  Stafford  Smith.  Third  Edition. 
London :  E.  Marlborough  &  Co.  Brighton: 
Stafford  Smith  &  Co. 

The  tendency  of  stamp  albums  is  to  grow 
stouter.  Each  successive  edition  exhibits 
some  increase  in  bulk  on  its  predecessor, 
and  The  Permanent  Stamp)  Album  is  no  ex- 
ception to  the  rule.  The  third  edition  has 
gained  on  the  second,  in  point  of  portliness, 
to  the  extent  of  32  pages.  It  has  grown  with 
the  times.  The  extra  pages  contain  compart- 
ments for  the  new  issues  of  the  last  two  years, 
and,  from  a  personal  examination  of  the 
album,  we  are  in  a  position  to  affirm  that  no 
recently-issued  stamp  can  complain  of  being- 
left  without  a  lodging.  Even  the  Japanese 
post  cards,  the  very  existence  of  wdiich  was 
only  known  from  the  account  given  of  them 
some  months  back  in  The  Printers'  Register, 
are  accommodated  with  spaces,  not  to  speak 
of  the  new  Peruvian,  the  new  Mexican 
stamps  and  envelopes,  the  Italian  "  estero  " 
series,  the  high-value  Argentines,  the  bat- 
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talion  of  United  States  departmental,  and 
last,  but  not  least,  the  mysterious  Cabul 
labels. 

The  general  plan  of  the  new  edition  is  the 
same  as  that  of  the  last ;  it  is,  however,  dis- 
tinguished by  an  improvement,  to  which  the 
compiler,  in  his  preface,  draws  attention 
with  justifiable  pride.  The  compartments, 
which  in  the  preceding  editions  were  (with 
few  exceptions)  of  uniform  size,  are,  in  the 
present  one,  adapted  throughout  to  the 
dimensions  of  the  stamps  they  are  intended 
to  receive.  To  attain  this  result  many  an 
hour  must  have  been  passed  in  measuring 
and  mapping  out  the  compartments  on  each 
page  in  succession;  but  it  was  worth  the 
labour,  for  it  gives  the  album  a  vantage 
ground  which  it  did  not  previously  possess. 
The  large  stamps  will  no  longer  elbow  each 
other  in  an  uncomfortable  manner,  and 
stamps  of  abnormal  proportions,  such  as  the 
Egorieff,  the  Pskoif,  and  other  lozenge- 
shaped  Russian  locals,  wrill  find  room  for  the 
unhampered  display  of  their  angularities. 

The  supply  of  interleaved  supplementary 
pages,  which  forms  a  special  feature  of  this 
album,  is  sufficiently  large  for  all  purposes. 
Some  collectors  may  indeed  be  desirous  of 
removing  a  leaf  here  or  there,  where  its  pre- 
sence would  interfere  with  the  arrangement 
of  their  collection.  This  may  be  effected, 
without  in  any  degree  disfiguring  the  book, 
by  cutting  away  the  leaf  so  as  to  leave  a 
strip  about  half-an-inch  wide,  which  will 
look  like  and,  in  fact,  act  as  a  guard.  Per- 
haps we  may  be  permitted  to  recommend  the 
excision  in  this  manner  of  the  pages  re- 
served, as  we  think  unwisely,  for  those  anti- 
quated humbugs,  the  Hamburg  locals.  The 
youngest  novice,  we  should  think,  would 
hesitate  before  giving  them  shelter ;  and  we 
regret  that  Mr.  Stafford  Smith  should  even 
appear  to  sanction  their  collection. 

In  commenting  on  the  last  edition,  we  re- 
commended that  a  distinction  should  be 
made  between  the  unperforated  lithographed 
French  republic  stamps,  and  the  perforated 
stamps  of  similar  design.  This,  we  are  glad 
to  find,  has  been  done  in  the  present  edition, 
spaces  for  each  series  being  allotted.  We 
remark,  also,  that  place  has  been  found  for 
all  the  single  post  cards  issued  up  to  date, 


not  for  the  card- stamp  alone,  but  for  the  en- 
tire card.  The  double  cards  arc  not  in- 
cluded, because  they  are  too  bulky.  Their 
omission,  whilst  it  is  to  be  regretted,  was 
unavoidable  in  a  book,  the  dimensions  of 
which  are  necessarily  subject  to  certain 
limits,  and  probably  the  inclusion  of  spaces 
for  the  single  cards  will  satisfy  the  wants  of 
most  collectors. 

As  a  whole,  the  album  is  a  capital  one, 
and  an  infinity  of  pains  has  evidently  been 
taken  to  render  it  satisfactory  in  all  respects. 
A  large  number  of  testimonials  to  the  ex- 
cellence of  the  last  edition  have,  it  appears, 
been  received  from  contented  purchasers. 
The  new  edition  will,  we  are  convinced,  earn 
for  itself  an  equally  good  name  for  complete- 
ness and  accuracy  in  the  compilation,  and 
neatness  and  elegance  in  externals. 

CORRESPONDENCE. 

BOLIVIAN  STAMPS. 
To  the  Editor  of  "The  Stamp-Collector's  Magazine." 

Sir, — By  the  South  American  mail  this  morning,  I 
have  received  a  hlack  2  reales  and  4  reales  Bolivia,  as  de- 
scribed in  the  May  number  of  The  Philatelist,  also  in  the 
June  number  of  your  magazine.  My  correspondent  had 
them  from  Cobija,  and  says  they  were  U9ed  there  during 
the  time  of  ll  President  Linares."  He  does  not,  how- 
ever, give  any  date,  but  states  that  they  have  always 
been  very  rare. 

1  have  also  received  by  the  same  mail  a  100  c.  figure  of 
Justice  and  a  500  o.  ditto — the  former  being  vermilion, 
the  latter  dark  blue,— but  as  they  are  obliterated  by  pen- 
and-ink  marks,  it  is  impossible  to  say  whether  they  have 
been  used  as  postals  or  not.  However,  I  intend  placing 
them  in  my  collection  with  the  5c,  10  c,  and  50  c,  of 
which  I  have  duly  obliterated  copies,  so  as  to  complete 
the  set. 

Hoping  this  information  may  be  of  service  to  you, 
I  am,  yours  truly, 

Falmouth.  J.  P.  C. 


CUBAN  STAMPS  WITH  KNOT  OR  "PARAPHE." 

To  the  Editor  of"  The  Stamp-Collectou's  Magazine." 

Dear  Sir,— To  solve  definitely  the  doubt  expressed  by 
you  in  the  last  number  of  the  magazine,  respecting  the 
meaning  of  the  mark  which  you  term  a  knot,  I  write  to- 
day to  a  friend  in  Cuba.  I  think  myself  that  the  knot 
must  either  be  a  surcharge  equivalent  to  "  Habilitado  por 
la  Nacion,"  struck  on  the  stamps  of  the  ex-king  Amadeus, 
or  else  a  countersign,  in  consequence  possibly  of  forgeries 
being  current.  This,  however,  I  otter  as  an  opinion,  and 
only  an  opinion.  That  the  knot  should  indicate  an  alte- 
ration in  the  value,  or  should  be  a  cancellation,  does  not 
seem  to  me  to  be  possible,  but,  I  repeat,  the  reply  I 
expect   to   receive   from   Cuba  will,  I   hope,  suffice  to 
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cut  this  Gordian  knot.     I  will  communicate  its  purport 
to  you  as  soon  as  it  reaches  me. 

Meanwhile  I  subscribe  myself, 
Dear  Sir, 

Faithfully  yours, 
MARIANO  PARDO  DE  FIGUEROA. 
Medina  Sidonia. 


THE  ASSERTED  ISSUE  FOR  PUERTO  RICO. 
To  the  Editor  of11  The  Stamp-Collector's  Magazine." 

Dear  Sir, — In  the  new  edition  of  Dr.  Gray's  Cata- 
logue I  find  catalogued,  under  the  date  1869,  what  is  termed 
a  "Special  Issue  for  Puerto  Rico,"  but,  in  fact,  there 
never  was  such  an  issue.  Puerto  Rico  uses  the  same 
postage  stamps  as  Cuba,  and  those  referred  to  in  the 
catalogue  are  none  other  than  the  1868-9  Cuba  stamps 
surcharged  habilitado  por  la  nacion,  like  those  of  the 
mother-country.  The  only  difference  is  that  the  1868 
stamps  are  a  great  deal  scarcer,  owing  to  the  fact  that 
Cuba  did  not  recognise  the  revolution  till  nearly  the  end 
of  1868.  The  few  1868  stamps  so  surcharged  may  cer- 
tainly be  taken  as  coming  from  Puerto  Rico,  as  the 
authorities  of  that  island  recognised  the  revolutionary 
government  immediately. 

While  speaking  about  Cuba,  I  may  give  an  answer  to 
your  "inconvenient  query"  about  the  knot  found  on  the 
Cuban  stamps.  The  mark  is  not  really  a  knot,  but  a 
signature.  It  was  first  used  on  the  Amadeus  stamps,  and 
is  now  lound  on  the  1874  Cubas.  It  is  certainly  not  a 
surcharge  of  value,  nor  an  equivalent  to  h.  p.  n.,  nor  an 
obliteration  ;  but  my  opinion  is,  that  it  has  been  adopted  to 
distinguish  the  stamps  coming  from  Puerto  Rico  from 
those  of  Cuba,  for  the  obliteration  is  that  of  Puerto  Rico. 
Yours  truly, 

V.   G.  de  Y. 

[Our  esteemed  correspondent  has  since  sent  us,  in  con- 
firmation of  his  opinion,  the  envelope  of  a  letter  from 
Puerto  Rico,  which  bears  an  Amadeus  stamp  surcharged 
with  the  flourish  or  knot. — Ed.] 


FACTS  AND   QUERIES. 

To  the  Editor  of"  The  Stamp-Collector's  Magazine." 

Dear  Sir, — Allow  me,  through  the  medium  of  your 
excellent  journal,  to  make  known  a  few  philatelical 
oddities,  and  launch  a  few  queries.  I  possess  the  fol- 
lowing stamps  : — 

Austria,  1850, 1  kr.,  printed  on  both  sides ;  obliterated 
on  one,  mauer (^something)  ie 

A  post  card  bearing  an  obliteration,  7,  8,  '69.  Has 
any  collector  seen  one  bearing  an  earlier  date  ? 

Bavaria,  1867,  6  kr.,  blue,  embossed  on  a  piece  of  paper 
(silk  thread)  about  2  in.  x  Hin.insize;  obliterated.  I  take 
leave  to  solicit  information  respecting  this  stamp,  as  no 
envelope  or  wrapper  of  that  value  has,  so  far  as  I  am 
aware,  ever  been  issued.  The  current  1  kr.  wrapper, 
issued  on  1st  January,  this  year,  has  neither  silk  thread 
nor  watermark ;  yet,  from  the  shape  of  the  paper,  the 
6  kr.  stamp  above  described  looks  more  like  a  wrapper 
stamp  than  an  envelope  one.  The  paper  is  cut  straight 
down  near  the  left-hand  side  of  the  stamp ;  the  other 
three  sides  are  torn  oft". 

Peru,  1  dinero,  blue,  186 — ?,  zigzag,  cornucopia  on 
white  unshaded  ground. 

1  dinero,  1863,  with  correos  above  and  below,  torto 


franco  to  left,  and  tin  dinero  to  right;  in  other  words, 
the  arms  turned  quarter  round  to  right. 

Same  issue  and  value,  two  stamps  each  of  which  is 
printed  on  two  pieces  of  paper,  these  having  first  been 
joined  together,  so  as  to  overlap  about  one-third  of  an 
inch.  The  join  in  one  is  neatly  done;  in  the  other, 
clumsily,  showing  two  sides  and  a  corner  of  the  added 
piece. 

A  third  specimen  of  "  duplicity  "  is  a  1  dinero,  1868, 
green,  so  printed  as  to  show  only  one  piece  of  paper  on 
the  recto,  and  two  on  the  verso,  which  of  course  only  bears 
the  embossed  impression,  and  does  not  show  any  colour 
when  off. 

Truly  yours, 

A  LONDON  COLLECTOR. 

[Bavaria. — Our  correspondent  describes  an  essay,  or 
proof,  well  known  to  exist.  All  the  series  of  1867  are 
printed  on  paper  similar  to  that  described,  with  large 
margins,  as  proofs  of  the  dies  ;  no  question  of  envelope  or 
wrapper  is  involved.  In  the  collection  of  the  Vice-presi- 
dent of  the  Philatelical  Society  is  a  complete  set  of  all  the 
values,  some  with  larger  margins  than  above  indicated. 

Peru. — 1  dinero,  blue,  zigzag,  cornucopia  on  un- 
shaded ground,  is  a  long-known  and  catalogued  variety, 
described  as  long  as  eight  years  ago  ;  see  Levrault.  The 
1  dinero,  1863,  arms  quarter  turned  to  right,  we  commend 
to  Fentonia's  notice,  as  an  error  of  the  Lecocq  embossing 
machine,  hitherto  stated  to  be  infallible.  The  piecing  of 
strips  of  paper  under  the  press  in  printing  the  1863  issue 
is  very  curious,  and  many  remarkable  specimens  are  to  be 
met  with  in  all  large  collections. — Er>.1 


ANSWERS   TO    CORRESPONDENTS. 

Etonia. — "We  are  obliged  for  the  newspaper  paragraph 
with  reference  to  a  reduction  in  the  rates  for  papers  to 
India. 

G.  H.  H.,  Salford,  informs  us  that  his  specimens  of  the 
Lagos  stamps,  unlike  ours,  are  obliterated  with  a  dated 
poslniark. 

Poverty,  Demerara. — Our  publishers  are  obliged  by 
your  offer  of  collection  of  stamps,  but  it  is  not  sufficiently 
large  to  be  of  any  use  to  them. 

E.  0.  S.,  Nashville,  Tenn.— Your  letter  has  been  sent 
on  to  Mr.  Overy  Taylor,  who  will,  no  doubt,  take  an 
early  opportunity  of  replying  to  it. 

J.  Downing,  Shrewsbury. — Dr.  Gray's  Illustrated 
Catalogue  of  Postage  Stamps  will  shortly  be  issued  as  a 
complete  volume,  which  will  comprise  over  five  huudred 
pages,  profusely  illustrated. 

C.  M.,  Jersey.— The  firm  of  Sidney  Simpson  &  Co  ,  of 
Hull,  enjoys  an  evil  reputation.  AVe  have  already  had 
occasion  more  than  once  to  show  up  its  dealings  in  for- 
geries, but  unfortunately  it  finds  its  victims  principally 
among  young  and  inexperienced  collectors,  who  do  not 
read  the  magazines. 

H.  F.,  Bradford. — The  existence  of  the  5  c  Swiss  in 
two  shades  of  brown  has  long  been  known. — We  referred 
in  a  recent  number  to  the  post-card  convention  between 
Germany  and  Switzerland. — The  only  genuine  Belalp 
stamps  are  those  which  are  printed  in  violet;  the  others 
are  worthless  fancy  impressions. 

Skandinavien.— It  is  not  really  "necessary  "  to  collect 
the  different  shades  of  the  British  Guiana  stamps.  The 
collection  of  shades  is  entirely  a  matter  of  choice.  For 
our  part,  we  think  that  an  album  is  all  the  richer  for 
possessing  specimens  illustrative  of  marked  changes  of 
tint,  even  though  those  changes  be  due  to  accident. 
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PAPERS  for  BEGINNERS.— XLL 


BY   OVERY  TAYLOR. 


EUROPE. 


Russia,  a  recent  writer  observes,  is  "  not  a 
country,  it  is  a  continent," — a  vast  agglo- 
meration of  races,  which  it  will  be  the  work 
of  generations  yet  to  knit  into  one  homo- 
geneous whole.  At  present  it  is  a  little  bar- 
barous in  the  west,  a  little  civilised  in  the 
east.  Its  postal  system  is  one  of  the  fruits 
of  its  contact  with  European  civilization,  but 
it  is  still  incomplete,  and  in  its  lack  of  unity 
and  completeness  it  typifies  the  extent  and 
present  condition  of  the  empire.  Con- 
currently with  the  imperial  post-office  exists 
that  of  Finland,  and  from  1853  to  1865 
that  of  Poland  was  also  administered  inde- 
pendently ;  added  to  which,  in  scores  of  dis- 
tricts, a  local  service  has  been  established  to 
supplement  the  work  of  the  state.  Thus  the 
postal  organisation  of  Russia  is  now  repre- 
sented by  a  multitude  of  diverse  stamps,  and 
the  student  who  would  thoroughly  master 
their  history  must  go  deeper  than  we  can 
profess  to  do  within  the  limits,  and  having 
regard  to  the  scope,  of  the  present  paper. 

It  is  worthy  of  remark  that  Russia,  as  re- 
presented by  Finland,  was  one  of  the  first 
among  European  countries  to  give  the  system 
of  prepayment  by  stamps  a  trial;  but  the 
hesitating  and  tentative  character  of  the  ex- 
periment is  apparent  from  the  fact  that  she 
confined  herself  to  issuing  stamped  enve- 
lopes at  the  commencement  (1845),  and  did 
not  start  an  adhesive  series  in  Finland  until 
1856.  Similarly,  the  St.  Petersburg  office 
began  with  a  single  envelope  for  local  ser- 
vice in  1845,  issued  a  series  for  general  use 
three  years  afterwards,  and  did  not  take  to 
adhesives  until  1857.  Lastly,  envelopes  for 
local  postage  were  in  use  in  Warsaw  in  1858, 
and  the  solitary  Polish  adhesive  did  not  see 
the  light  until  1860.  If,  however,  Russia  at 
first  moved  but  slowly  in  the  path  of  postal 
progress,  she,  at  any  rate,  deserves  the  credit 
of  having  advanced  with  rapid  strides  of  late 
years,  as  witness  the  low-value  stamps  issued 
in  1864,  the  legalisation  of  the  local  service 
in  1870,  and  the  issue  of  post  cards  in  1872. 
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Liberal  ideas  in  postal  matters  appear  to  be 
in  the  ascendant,  and  we  should  not  be  sur- 
prised to  see  Russia  distinguish  herself,  in 
healthy  emulation  of  Germany,  as  the  pro- 
moter of  bold  and  useful  innovations. 

Turning  from  this  general  survey  of  the 
Russian  issues,  and  the  indications  they 
yield,  let  us  give  a  glance  at  the  emissions 
for  the  empire  proper — those  which  emanate 
from  St.  Petersburg,  and  bear  the  imperial 
arms. 

The  beginner  who  pays  no  attention  to 
secondary  varieties,  derived  from  peculiari- 
ties of  colour,  perforation,  or  paper,  need 
collect  only  seven  stamps  in  order  com- 
pletely to  represent  the  normal  issues ;  of 
these  seven  six  are  still  in  use,  and  one, 
which  is  known  as  the  5  kop.  of  St.  Peters- 
burg, is  obsolete.  The  philatelist  who  goes 
to  the  other  extreme  will  require  thirty 
specimens  to  fully  exemplify  the  various 
"  editions." 

The  first  stamp  to  appear  was  the  10  kop. 
brown  and  blue,  of  the  annexed  type,  which 
was  issued,  imperforated  and 
on  thick  paper,  on  the  10th 
Dec,  1857.  Specimens  of  this 
emission  are  of  considerable 
rarity,  which  is  not  surprising, 
seeing  that  the  perforated  10 
kop.  came  out  only  a  month  or 
two  afterwards,  in  company 
with  the  other  two  values,  viz.,  20  kop.  blue 
and  yellow,  and  30  kop.  rose  and  green, 
which  also  were  perforated.  These  stamps, 
like  the  first  10  kop.,  were  on  thick  paper, 
and  the  perforations  are  very  fine  (15  in 
two  centimetres).  Collectors  who  wish  to 
satisfy  themselves  as  to  the  date  of  their 
specimens,  should  begin  by  examining  the 
paper,  and  if  it  be  thick,  and  the  number  of 
the  dents  be  the  same  as  those  on  the  water- 
marked stamps,  and  the  colours  are  not 
aniline,  then  they  may  be  tolerably  sure  they 
are  in  possession  of  copies  of  the  first  tirage. 
Such,  at  any  rate,  is  the  conclusion  which 
results  from  the  arrangement  in  M.  Moens's 
last  catalogue,  though  I  cannot  trace  any 
authoritative  dictum  on  the  point  in  any  of  the 
magazines,  the  Russian  adhesives  having  at- 
tracted comparatively  little  attention  from 
students.     The  10  kop.,  20  kop.,  and  30  kop. 
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appear  to  have  been  perforated  12|  in  1859, 
and  to  have  reverted  to  the  original  perfora- 
tion— 1 5 — in  the  year  1866,  npon  the  oc- 
casion of  their  being  first  printed  in  aniline 
colours  ;  this  measure  has  since  been  continu- 
ously used  down  to  the  present  time.  Be- 
tween 1868  and  1871  they  were  printed  on 
paper  watermarked  with  undulating  lines. 
From  this  it  will  be  seen  that  the  full  cata- 
logue reads  thus : 

1857.  10  kop.,  uuperf.  (thick  paper). 

1858.  10,  2'),  30  kop.,  perf.  15  (thick  paper). 

1859.  10,  20,  30  „    „   12±. 

1865.         10,  20,  3<J    „         „      15  (aniline  colours). 
18(38-71.   10, 20,  30    „         ,,      15  (aniline. colours), 

■watermarked. 

The  beginner  who  is  unable  or  unwilling  to 
include  all  the  above  varieties,  should  select 
a  set  of  the  edition  of  1859  and  the  current 
set,  as  the  two  together  would  fairly  illus- 
trate the  varieties  of  colour,  perforation, 
and  watermark. 

In  September,  1863,  the  annexed  5  kop. 
stamp  made  its  appearance.  It  is  generally 
termed  a  St.  Petersburg  stamp. 
Whether  the  inscriptions  bear 
out  the  title  I  cannot  say.  It 
may  well  be  that  it  really  was 
issued  for  the  local  service  of 
the  capital,  and  perhaps  also 
of  Moscow  ;  but  no  documen- 
tary proof  of  the  fact  has 
ever  been  given,  and  it  certainly  served  to 
prepay  letters  sent  to  England.  It  is  printed 
in  grey  and  black,  and,  like  all  the  Russian 
stamps,  is  exceedingly  well  executed,  though 
not  of  brilliant  appearance.  It  was  in  use 
for  only  a  short  period,  but  has  remained  a 
common  stamp  to  the  present  day. 

A  series  of  three  stamps  of  low  value  was 
issued    in    1864,    without   any    preliminary 


m 

notice.  They  were,  and  still  are,  printed 
in  brilliant  aniline  colours,  and  are  remark- 
able for  delicacy  and  tastefulness  of  design. 
They  created  quite  a  sensation  on  their  ap- 


pearance, and  still  remain,  with  their  elder 
brethren,  among  the  prominent  ornaments 
of  the  stamp  album.  They  were  first  issued 
perforated  12| ;  but  a  year  later  they  re- 
ceived the  Xo.  15  perforation,  and  since 
1868  have  been  printed  on  laid  paper  water- 
marked with  undulating  lines.  A  peculiar 
variety  exists  which  has  often  been  referred 
to,  viz.,  a  3  kopec  green,  writh  the  ground  of 
the  5  kop.  In  all  three  values  the  ground  is 
formed  of  minute  figures  of  value,  and  is 
printed  apart.  By  oversight  the  die  from 
which  the  ground  of  the  lilac  5  kop.  was 
printed  was,  on  one  occasion,  inked  with 
the  green  colouring  intended  for  the  3  kop., 
and  the  mistake  not  being  perceived,  the 
stamps  were  completed  by  the  impression 
of  the  black  framework  and  centre-piece  of 
the  3  kop.  over  the  green  ground.  The  num- 
ber of  abnormal  impressions  thus  obtained 
must  have  been  considerable,  to  judge  from 
the  fact  that  they  are  common  both  used 
and  unused. 

ENVELOPES. 

The  series  opens  with  the  envelope  which 
did  duty  in  St.  Petersburg  for  three  whole 
years  before  the  sys- 
tem of  prepayment,  by 
means  of  stamped  en- 
velopes, was  applied 
to  general  correspond- 
ence. It  was  in  1845 
that  it  saw  the  light, 
and  it  remained  in  cir- 
culation, without  any 
modification  in  its  de- 
sign, until  1869,  when  it  was  withdrawn. 
The  earlier  copies  are  distinguished  by  being 
printed  in  a  dull  milky  blue,  those  of  more 
recent  date  being  generally  in  ultramarine 
or  in  some  brighter  shade  ;  and  the  only 
other  varieties,  exclusive  of  those  derived 
from  the  shape  and  size  of  the  envelopes,  de- 
pend on  the  position  of  the  stamp,  which  is 
found  in  the  lower  left,  the  lower  right  corner, 
and  the  upper  right  corner.  The  inscription 
on  this  stamp  clearly  denotes  its  strictly 
local  currency.  The  fact  of  the  design  being 
struck  on  the  front  of  the  envelope,  instead 
of  on  the  flap,  like  the  other  Russian  issues, 
is  worthy  of  attention. 
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The  series  of  envelopes  of  the  annexed  de- 
sign, viz. : — 

10  kopecs,       black ; 
20       „  blue  ; 

30       „  rose — 

was  issued  in  1848.  The 
envelopes  were  of  thick 
greyish  yellow  paper, 
and  were  watermarked 
with  the  imperial  arms 
in  the  centre  of  a  check 
pattern.  In  1861  the  10  kop.  was  issued  on 
greyish  white  paper,  of  thinner  texture, 
watermarked  with  the  imperial  arms  in  an 
oval,  and  in  1866  the  other  two  values 
followed  suit.  Thus,  then,  we  find  that  the 
series  is  capable  of  subdivision  into  two  prin- 
cipal issues.  Of  the  stamps  of  the  first 
issue,  or  edition,  the  20  kop.  was  printed  in 
Prussian  blue,  light  or  dark,  greenish  blue, 
and  milky  blue,  and  is,  in  fact,  extremely 
variable  in  shade ;  and  the  30  kop.  is  found 
in  rose  and  deep  rose,  the  latter  bordering 
on  carmine.  The  20  kop.  of  the  second 
edition  is  found  in  ultramarine  and  light 
Prussian  blue,  whilst  the  30  kop.,  changing 
its  tint  completely,  becomes  brick-red  and 
vermilion  in  succession. 

In  an  analytical  article,  published  in  Le 
Timbre-Poste  for  1869,  Dr.  Magnus  revealed 
his  discovery  of  two  different  types  of  the  20 
and  30  kop.,  and  gave  their  distinguishing 
points.  The  first  and  generally  recognised 
type  shows  a  clear  space  on  either  side  of  the 
tail,  between  it  and  the  eagle's  legs,  and 
there  are  sixteen  pieces  in  the  collar  which 
encircles  the  shield.  In  the  second  type  the 
tail  is  more  extended,  and  touches  the  legs, 
leaving  no  space  whatever  between  them  and 
it,  and  there  are  only  fourteen  pieces  in  the 
collar.  Dr.  Magnus,  whilst  throwing  out 
the  suggestion,  en  passant,  that  possibly  the 
second  type,  which  is  less  carefully  executed, 
may  be  the  work  of  some  unsuspected  for- 
ger, is  inclined,  on  the  whole,  to  accept  it  as 
genuine.  Collectors  would  do  well  to  examine 
their  specimens,  with  a  view  to  ascertain  to 
which  type  they  belong.  The  second  type,  on 
the  early  paper  (arms  in  square),  would  ap- 
pear to  be  commoner  unused  ;  but  this  is  no 
reason  for  suspecting  it,  and  we  should  our- 
selves be  inclined  to  accept  it  unhesitatingly. 


In  1869  the  fine  old  first  series  of  enve- 
lopes, which  in  its  design  and  appearance 
had  so  much  of  individuality, 
if  not  of  elegance,  about  it, 
gave  place  to  the  existing 
type,  which  has  a  very  Ger- 
manic primness  about  it.  The 
three  stamps — 

10  kop.,  brown  ; 

20     „  blue ; 

30     ,,  rose — 

were  first  printed  in  left  upper  corner  of  en- 
velope ;  and  in  1872  there  was  a  second 
edition  struck  off,  with  the  stamp  in  the 
right  upper  corner — a  retrograde  movement, 
quite  opposed  to  the  general  practice  at 
present. 

Two  very  similar  5  kop.  envelopes  were 
issued  within  a  short  time.     The  first  came 


1869.  1870. 

out  in  1869,  and  bears  an  inscription  which 
is  an  abbreviation  of  that  on  the  old  St. 
Petersburg  envelope.  It  was  printed  in 
maroon,  and  was  possibly  intended  for  local 
correspondence  only.  The  second,  which 
may  be  taken  to  form  part  of  the  general 
series,  was  issued  iu  1870.  The  stamp  was 
then  printed  in  left,  but  in  1872  it  was 
moved  to  the  right  at  the  same  time  as  the 
other  values. 

POST    CAEDS. 

It  was  in  1872  that  Russia  gave  proof  of 
her  appreciation  of  the  utility  of  post  cards, 
by  issuing  first  an  unstamped 
and  then  two  stamped  ones. 
All  three  are  very  well  exe- 
cuted, and  worthy  of  a  coun- 
try whose  stamps  moved  Dr. 
Gray  to  enthusiasm.  The 
stamped  cards  are  of  the 
value  of  3  kop.  (brown  on  grey)  and  5  kop. 
(green  on  grey),  respectively,  and  bear  the 
annexed  design  in  right  upper  corner. 


164 


THE   STAMP-COLLECTOR'S  MAGAZINE. 


LOCAL    STAMPS. 

As  it  is  but  a  twelvemonth  since  I  gave,  in 
the  columns  of  this  journal,  a  resume  of  all 
the  ascertainable  facts  respecting  the  origin 
and  history  of  these  stamps,  it  would  be  a 
waste  of  space  to  recapitulate  them  in  detail 
now.  They  are  summarised  in  the  following 
paragraphs,  which  form  an  introduction  to 
the  list  of  Russian  locals  in  the  new  edition 
of  Dr.  Gra>/s  Catalogue,  to  which  list  I  may 
be  permitted  respectf ally  to  refer  my  readers 
for  fall  particulars  respecting  the  stamps 
themselves. 

"The  Russian  provinces,  styled  'govern- 
ments,' are  subdivided  into  districts,  the 
internal  affairs  of  which  are  managed  by 
District  Assemblies.  In  many  districts  a 
supplementary  postal  service  has  been  estab- 
lished by  these  assemblies  for  the  benefit  of  the 
remoter  towns  and  villages  which  lie  away 
from  the  imperial  post  roads.  The  service  is 
under  the  supervision  of  a  permanent  com- 
mittee, which  goes  by  the  name  of  the 
Zemshaya  Uprava,  or  Land  Court,  and  sits 
in  the  chief  town.  Its  president  is  ex  officio 
the  manager  of  the  rural  service,  and,  as 
such,  controls  the  issue  of  the  postage  stamps. 
A  decree  of  the  5th  September,  1870,  au- 
thorised the  establishment  of  these  local 
posts,  and  the  emission  of  special  stamps 
for  the  purposes  of  the  service;  but  some 
previous  authorisation  must  either  have 
been  given,  or  taken  for  granted,  as,  in  fact, 
several  of  the  local  stamps  were  issued  prior 
to  the  publication  of  the  decree.  The  ope- 
rations of  the  local  posts  are  limited  in 
various  ways  by  it,  and  as  an  institution  the 
service  is  no  doubt  in  its  infancy ;  but  it  is 
capable  of  doing  great  good  by  rendering 
practicable  communication  between  out-of- 
the-way  regions  and  the  trade  centres. 

"  The  stamps  herein  catalogued  we  believe 
to  be  without  exception  genuine.  They  re- 
present the  charges  for  conveyance  of  letters, 
&c,  from  the  imperial  post-office  to  the  out- 
lying villages,  and  vice  versa,  and  form  a 
quaint  but  interesting  assemblage.  Some  of 
the  designs  are  carefully  drawn,  but  more 
frequently  a  grotesque  primitiveness  is  the 
chief  characteristic  of  the  types ;  a  few  are 
exceedingly  plain,  but  the  great  majority  are 
adorned  with  emblems  and  heraldic  bearings, 


which  throw  light  on  the  history  or  peculi- 
arities of  the  districts  whence  they  come. 
The  number  of  labels  already  issued,  com- 
bined with  the  difficulty  of  getting  anything 
like  detailed  information  as  to  the  circum- 
stances connected  with  their  emission,  render 
the  study  of  these  stamps  by  no  means  an 
easy  matter ;  but,  if  only  as  illustrations  of 
the  progress  made  by  Russia  of  late  years 
towards  a  higher  civilisation,  they  are  of 
considerable  importance,  and  it  is  to  be 
hoped  that  as  time  goes  on  the  hidden  facts 
of  their  history  will  be  brought  to  light.  As 
so  large  a  proportion  of  them  are  produced 
in  places  where  lithographic  and  typographic 
accuracy  cannot  be  expected,  and  frequent 
errors  in  the  composition  and  printing  are 
inevitable,  it  appears  to  us  that  too  great  at- 
tention should  not  be  paid  to  secondary 
varieties  arising  from  the  misspelling  of 
words,  from  slight  deviations  from  the  nor- 
mal design,  or  from  accidental  differences 
in  the  shade  of  paper  or  ink." 

Since  these  lines  were  written  the  authen- 
ticity of  the  Russian  locals  has  been  called 
in  question  on  very  frivolous  grounds,  and 
the  captious  critic,  in  order  to  avoid  the  con- 
fession that  his  strictures  were  uncalled  for, 
has  been  reduced  to  the  necessity  of  pooh- 
poohing  official  documents,  obliterated  spe- 
cimens, and  every  other  proof  brought 
forward.  The  readers  of  the  "Papers  for 
Beginners "  may,  however,  rest  satisfied 
that  the  Russian  local  emissions  are,  without 
exception,  genuine,  and  that  they  form  part 
of  a  genuine  though  obscure  postal  service. 

Jtnkttb. 

In  order  to  gain  a  good  idea  of  the  stamps 
of  this  province,  it  is  necessary  to  abandon 
the  usual  plan  of  noticing  the  adhesives 
first,  for  not  only  did  the  envelope  issues 
precede  them,  but  the  design  for  the  second 
series  of  envelopes  became  at  a  subsequent 
period  that  of  the  first  series  of  adhesives. 

These  Finnish  stamps  have  exercised  the 
subtle  analytical  and  inductive  faculties  of 
the  foremost  philatelists,  and  notably  of  Dr 
Magnus,  who  has  contributed  largely  to  the 
elucidation  of  the  many  doubtful  points 
which  are  connected  with  the  order  of  their 
emission.     Indeed,  merely  to  follow  him  in 
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his  researches  requires  a  concentrated  atten- 
tion, without  which  the  student  will  soon 
find  himself  lost  in  a  labrjinth  of  fine 
distinctions. 

The  employment  of  stamped  envelopes  in 
the  Duchy  of  Finland  commenced  on  the  1st 
January,  1845,  according  to  a  statement 
furnished  to  the  editor  of  Le  Timbre- Poste 
by  the  postmaster-gene- 
ral himself.  For  years  it 
was  thought  by  philate- 
lists that  the  10  kop.  red 
and  20  kop.  greenish 
black  of  the  annexed  type 
formed  the  first  series,  but 
the  discovery  of  a  10  kop. 
black  of  the  same  design 
in  1870  upset  these  sup- 
positions. The  resuscitated  stamp  was  found 
not  to  be  from  the  same  die  as  the  origi- 
nal specimens  of  the  10  kop.  red,  with 
which  it  was  compared,  but  it  turned 
out  to  be g almost  identical  with  the  reprints 
of  that  value.  These  reprints  had  been 
obtained  from  a  die  which  had  come  to 
light  at  Helsingfors  in  1862,  and  it  is  now 
generally  accepted  that  from  this  die  the 
black  10  kop., — the  first  representative  of 
that  value, — was  printed  at  Helsingfors  in 
1845.  It  appears  from  the  details  furnished 
by  the  postmaster-general  that  it  had  a 
companion  in  the  shape  of  the  20  kop.  red, 
but  no  specimens  of  that  denomination  have 
hitherto  made  their  appearance. 

The  first  10  kop.  is  badly  printed,  as  if  by 
hand,  and  it  differs  not  only  in  colour,  type, 
and  execution  from  the  10  kop.  red,  but 
also  in  position.  As  is  the  case  with  the 
St.  Petersburg  envelope,  issued  in  the  same 
year,  it  is  struck  on  the  side  intended  for 
the  address  (though  in  the  left  lower  angle, 
instead  of  the  right),  whilst  the  10  kop.  red 
and  20  kop.  greenish  black,  like  the  Russian 
envelopes  of  1848,  are  struck  on  the  flap. 
That  the  black  10  kop.  was  in  circulation  up 
to  the  30th  August,  1848,  is  evidenced  by  a 
postmark  consisting  of  this  date  on  an  uncut 
copy  which  had  passed  the  post ;  and  as  the 
stamp  on  that  copy  was  not  itself  obliter- 
ated in  any  way,  although  it  had  been  used, 
it  has  been  argued  that  the  flap-stamped 
envelopes    could    not    have    been    in     use 


at  the  time,  for  otherwise  this  black  10 
kop.  would  have  been  obliterated,  as  the 
flap  stamps  always  iverc.  It  may,  then,  be 
inferred  that  the  10  kop.  red  and  20  kop. 
greenish  black  were  not  employed  until  the 
latter  part  of  1848,  or  the  beginning  of  1849. 
It  is  probable  that  they  were  printed  at  St. 
Petersburg  by  means  of  a  hand-worked 
machine,  and  that  the  stamps  were  struck 
on  the  flap,  in  virtue  of  a  decision  which 
applied  equally  to  the  envelopes  of  Fin- 
land and  to  those  of  the  empire  issued  a 
few  months  previously.  The  dies  of  these 
two  stamps  may  very  possibly  still  be  at  St. 
Petersburg.  They  have  certainly  never  been 
reprinted  from. 

From  what  precedes,  it  appears  to  result 
that  the  issues  should  be  classed  as  follow: — 

Type  A.     1845.     10  kop.  black    )  on  left  lower  corner 
red  (?)  J         of  envelope. 


20 
TypeB.  1848-9.  10 
„    C.        „        20 


black 
red 


This  is  a  condensed  statement  of  the  pre- 
sent state  of  our  information  as  to  these 
early  Finnish  envelopes.  The  black  10 
kopec  is  of  the  highest  degree  of  rarity,  but 
it  is,  at  any  rate,  a  known  stamp ;  the  exist- 
ence of  its  companion,  the  20  kop.  red  (?), 
can  only  be  conjee tured,  but  collectors  who 
are  in  possession  of  reprints  of  the  10  kop. 
red,  have,  at  any  rate,  the  satisfaction  of 
knowing  that  they  are  from  the  die  of  the 
still  more  ancient  stamp.  Original  speci- 
mens of  the  two  stamps  of  the  second  series, 
though  of  an  inferior  degree  of  rarity, 
are  still  looked  on  as  conferring  a  certain 
distinction  on  the  albums  in  which  they  are 
found ;  and  even  the  reprints,  which  are  of 
greater  intrinsic  value  than  most  of  their 
class,  are  difficult  to  secure. 

The  third  series  of  envelopes  was  issued 
on  the  1st  January,  1850,  and  bore  an  im- 
pressed stamp  of  the  annexed  design  on  the 
flap.  It  consisted  of 
three  values,  viz.  : — 

5  kop.  blue. 

10     „  rose. 

20     ,,  Russian 

green,  greenish  black, 

bluish  green,  black. 
It     results     from     Dr. 
Magnus's  analysis  that  there  was  a  separate 
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die  engraved  for  each  value.  The  5  kop. 
differs  in  many  points  from  the  other  two 
values,  and  the  latter  differ,  though  in  a 
lesser  degree,  from  each  other. 

In  the  above  engraving  it  will  be  noticed 
there  is  a  dot  or  pearl  in  the  large  opening 
of  each  post-horn.  These  dots  did  not  form 
part  of  the  original  design,  and  are  never 
found  in  the  20  kop.  They  exist  in  the  5 
kop.  and  10  kop.,  and  are  said  to  represent 
the  holes  pierced  in  the  plate  to  receive  two 
small  nails  intended  to  keep  it  in  its  place. 
The  introduction  of  the  nails  took  place 
prior  to  1856,  when  the  dies  were  employed 
for  the  production  of  the  adhesives  issued  in 
that  year,  whence  it  results  that  all  the  latter 
show  the  two  pearls,  whilst  of  the  5  kop. 
and  10  kop.  envelopes  there  are  two  varieties 
viz.,  without  pearls  and  with  pearls.  Un- 
cut copies  of  the  envelopes  are  now  rarely 
to  be  met  with,  and  it  is  difficult  to  dis- 
tinguish between  cut  copies  (of  the  two 
lower  values)  and  adhesives.  If  the  cut 
copy  is  without  pearls,  it  is  certainly  an  en- 
velope, and  one,  too,  of  the  oldest  edition,  but 
if  with  pearls  it  may  be  either  envelope  or 
adhesive,  and  the  collector  finds  but  an  uncer- 
tain test  in  the  paper  of  the  stamp.  Dr. 
Magnus  gives  the  following  distinctive 
points  : — 

Adhesives     (with    pearls).      "Wove    paper, 
pressed  (glossy),  sometimes  show- 
ing traces  of  gum  on  the  back. 
Envelopes  (with  pearls).     Wove  paper,  not 
pressed,    showing   very    distinctly 
the  lines  of  the  cloth ;  or  laid  paper, 
with   lines  generally   oblique,   but 
sometimes  vertical. 
The  three  values  have  been  reprinted — the 
5  kop.  and  10  kop.  from  the  original  dies  in 
their  primitive  state,  the  20  kop.  either  from 
a  different  die,  or  from  the  original  one  after 
it  had  been  retouched.     Numerous  variations 
exist  between  the  reprint  20  kop.  and  the 
original.     The  colours  of  the   reprints    are 
5  kop.  sky-blue  (very  pale)  ;  10  kop.  rose 
(very  pale),  and  20  kop.  black,  faintly  tinted 
with  green. 

It  remains  to  be  said,  with  regard  to  the 
types  of  both  1845-8  and  1850,  that  copies 
exist  of  all  the  values  (except  the  10  kop. 
black)  with  one  or  other  of  the  values  of  the 


type  of  1860  impressed  in  the  upper  left 
angle.  The  envelopes  thus  stamped  a  second 
time  were  those  which  remained  on  hand  at 
the  post-office,  and  were  used  up  in  this 
manner.  As  a  rule,  the  value  of  the  two 
stamps  struck  at  different  dates  on  the  same 
envelope  is  the  same,  but  there  are  said  to 
be  envelopes  showing  the  10  kop.  of  1845  on 
the  flap,  and  the  5  kop.  of  1860  on  the  face, 
and  vice-versa,  but  these  varieties  are  the 
result  of  mere  chance. 

From  the  envelopes  of  1850  we  now  pass 
to  the  adhesives  of  1856,  which  are  of  the 
same   type.     Of   the    envelopes   there  were 
three  values ;  of  the  adhesives,  two,  viz., 
5  kop.  blue ; 

10     „  rose ; 

and  they  .present  no  noteworthy  features 
apart  from  those  already  referred  to  in  de- 
scribing the  envelopes.  They  were  issued  on 
the  12  th  February,  1856,  and  withdrawn  on 
the  12th  January,  1860,  on  which  date  the 
third  type,  common  to  both  adhesives  and 
envelopes,  was  issued^  consisting  of  two 
values,  viz.,  5  kop.  and  10  kop.  There  are 
two  distinct  sub-types,  viz., 
(a.)  Eight  stars  on  shield, 
wavy  lines  of  ground  far 
apart. 
(&.)  Seven  stars  on  shield, 
wavy  lines  of 
closer  together. 
The  two  adhesives 
sub- type  a.,  viz., 
5  kop.  blue,  pale  blue. 

10     „  rose,  pale  rose. 

They  are  generally  found  on  tinted 
but  the  10  kop.  rose  was  reissued  in  1865 
on  white.  The  perforations  are  of  that  pe- 
culiar kind  termed  serpentine,  of  which  the 
engraving  gives  a  fair  idea.  Of  the  enve- 
lopes we  get  the  following  classification  : 
Sub-type  (a).  5  kop.  dark  blue,  light  blue. 
10     ,,     rose. 

5      „     dark    blue,     greyish 

blue,  lilac-blue,  sky-blue. 

10  kop.     carmine-rose. 

In  each   sub-type  the  two   values    differ 

more  or  less  from  each  other,  proving  that 

they  were  separately  engraved. 

We  now  arrive  at  the  current  series,  which, 
with  the  exception  of  the  1  mark,  consists 
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ie: 


simply  of   the  type  of    18G0   with    altered 
value.     The  list  reads  as  follows  :  — 


5  pennia 
10      „ 

5      „ 

8  „ 
10  „ 
20  „ 
40      „ 

1  mark 


brown  on  lilac.     )  -,   •  1 
black  on  buff.       jMP^r. 
reddish  brown  on  lilac.  "> 
black  on  green, 
black  on  straw.  v.wove 

blue  on  pale  blue.  |  paper 

deep  rose  on  rose, 
lio-ht  brown.  ) 


2_^j^.r\j  u"L>^-n_i"vrU 


The  issue  commenced  in  1866,  and  all  the 
values  appeared  in  that  or  the  following 
year,  those  on  laid  paper  first.  The  5  pen., 
10  pen.,  20  pen.,  and  40  pen.  are  all  of  the 
1860  sub-type  a.,  whilst  the  8  kop.  is  of  sub- 
type b.  The  5  kop.,  20  kop.,  and  40  kop. 
show  considerable  variations  of  colour — nota- 
bly the  5  kop.,  of  which  at  least  two  examples 
should  be  taken ;  the  other  values  have 
been  tolerably  faithful  to  the  original  shades. 

The  post  cards  and  local  stamps  we  must 
reserve  for  consideration  in  the  next  paper. 


NEWLY-ISSUED   OE  INEDITED 
STAMPS. 

Hungaky. — We  are  now  in  a  position  to 
complete  the  information  given  last  month 
as  to  the  issue  of  a  fresh  series,  having 
just  received  a  specimen  of  a  new  post 
card,  which  bears  a  stamp  of  the  same 
design  as  the  adhesives.  It  consists  of  an 
upright  rectangle,  of  which  the  outer  frame 
is  formed  of  a  line  of  pearls.  A  large  oval 
within,  which  nearly  touches  the  top,  but  is 
at  some  distance  from  the  bottom  of  the 
frame,  contains  a  design  in  white  relief,  con- 
sisting of  an  envelope  in  the  centre,  with  the 
Hungarian  crown  above  and  a  post-horn  be- 
low, within  wreath  of  oak  and  laurel.  Over 
the  representation  of  the  envelope,  which  it 
partially  obscures,   is  struck    the  figure   of 


value  in  Roman  type,  in  colour.  Below  the 
oval,  in  a  curved  line,  is  the  inscription- — 
Magyar  kir  posta.  The  spandrels  are  filled 
up  with  a  simple  triangular  ornament,  and 
the  ground  outside  the  oval  is  covered  with 
fine  horizontal  lines.  The  design,  taken 
altogether,  is  a  novel  and  pleasing  one, 
and  the  introduction  of  the  symbol  of  cor- 
respondence as  the  central  ornament  was  de- 
cidedly a  happy  thought.  The  stamp  is  well 
executed,  and  requires  three  operations  for 
its  production,  the  frame,  the  embossed  de- 
sign, and  the  figure  of  value  being  apparently 
printed  in  succession.  The  colours  of  the 
adhesives  are  quoted  by  UAmi  des  Timbres 


2  kreuzers 

lilac. 

3       „ 

5       „ 
0       „ 

green. 

carmine. 

blue. 

There  are  to  be  envelopes  of  the  same  colours 
and  values.  The  15  kr.  and  25  kr.  values 
will  not  be  repeated  in  this  series. 

The  post  card,  from  which  we  get  our  in- 
formation as  to  the  design,  has  the  stamp  in 
the  upper  right  corner ;  and  on  a  level  with 
it,  in  the  centre  of  the  card,  are  the  inscrip- 
tions, namely,  magy.  kir  posta,  in  small  type, 
in  an  arch  above,  and  levelezo-lap,  in  capi- 
tals, in  a  straight  line  below  the  arms.  Be- 
neath this  come  four  lines  for  the  address, 
the  first  beginning  with  the  word  czim. 
There  is  no  external  frame  whatever,  and  its 
absence  gives  the  card  a  very  plain,  though 
not  ugly  appearance.  It  is  almost  a  mis- 
nomer to  call  this  emission  a  card,  it  is 
hardly  more  than  cartridge  paper.  The 
stamp  and  inscriptions  are  struck  in  light 
brown  (the  figure  on  the  stamp  itself  being 
much  darker  than  the  rest  of  the  stamp)  ; 
the  card  is  pale  buff,  and  is  watermarked 
with  the  words  Magyar  kir  posta  in  two 
lines.  The  same  watermark  appears  on  the 
envelopes. 

Besides  the  foregoing,  there  is  a  1  kr.  yel- 
lowish brown  journal  stamp,  of  the  same 
design  as  the  adhesives,  except  in  one  parti- 
cular ;  it  is  destitute  of  the  triangular  corner 
ornaments. 

Antioquia. — We  glean  from  IS  Ami  des 
Timbres  particulars  of  the  issue  of  three  more 
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stamps  for  this  state,   all  of   liigli  values, 

viz. : — 

50  cents  blue,  on  plain  white. 

2  pesos  black,  on  paper  coated  with  yellow. 

5      „         „  „^  „  rose. 

From  the  engravings  given  by  our  contempo- 
rary we  find  that  two  of  the  three  stamps 
are  cast  in  the  usual  Colombian  mould.  The 
2  pesos  has  the  arms  in  a  circle,  with  the 
name  of  the  republic  running  round  the  in- 
side edge  in  upper  half,  and  the  name  of  the 
state  in  the  corresponding  lower  half — the 
division  between  them  being  formed  by  the 
American  sign  for  a  dollar  or  sol,  followed 
by  the  figure  2.  Over  the  circle  the  word 
coreeos,  in  an  arch,  and  the  value  in  a 
curve  below.  This,  with  the  corner  orna- 
ments and  the  figures  of  value  they  contain, 
completes  the  stamp,  which  is  of  about  the 
same  size  as  the  current  Canadians.  The 
5  pesos  strikingly  contrasts  with  the  inferior 
value  in  size,  it  being  one  of  the  largest 
stamps  known ;  but  its  design  is  based  on 
the  same  disposition  as  the  2  pesos,  with  this 
difference,  that  the  arms,  &c,  are  in  an 
elongated  oval,  instead  of  a  circle.  The  in- 
scriptions above  and  below  the  arms  are  the 
same,  and  coeeeos  and  cixco  pesos  occupy 
corresponding  curved  labels.  The  value, 
however,  is  not  indicated  within  the  oval,  as 
in  the  2  pesos,  but  it  is  repeated  in  the  four 
corners.  The  frame  of  this  stamp  is  designed 
in  a  florid  style,  and  has  a  very  heavy  ap- 
pearance. The  remaining  stamp  of  the  two, 
the  50  c.  blue,  reminds  one  not  a  little  of  the 
Gdoff  stamp  recently  described.  It  consists 
of  two  intersecting  circles ;  the  upper  one 
containing  the  arms  in  the  centre,  and  the 
name  of  the  republic  round  the  edge,  the 
lower  one  the  value — "  50  cs  " — on  an  in- 
terior disk,  and  the  name  of  the  issuing 
state  on  the  edge ;  corner  numerals  and  the 
inevitable  scroll  work  complete  the  inventory 
of  a  stamp  which  will  certainly  be  con- 
spicuous among  the  Antioquians. 

Nobway,  Drammens. — The  following  ex- 
tract from  ~Lq  Timbre-Poste  merits  consider- 
ation, and  bears  out  to  some  extent  Mr. 
Overy  Taylor's  strictures  in  a  recent  paper 
on  the  character  of  some  of  the  Norwegian 
locals.  "  Not  being  able  to  obtain  from 
M.  Hagens,  the  manager  of  the  Drammens 


post  the  stamps  of  1872,  of  which  he  him- 
self had  sent  us  specimens,  we  wrote  to 
another  correspondent  in  order  to  get,  if 
possible,  those  of  18 74.  This  correspondent 
now  informs  us  that  the  Drammens  post  no 
longer  exists,  and  that  there  has  hem  no  new 
issue  !  Can  it  be  then  that,  to  fill  up  his 
spare  time,  M.  Hagens  sent  us  the  new 
stamps  r  "We  fear  so.  It  remains  to  be  seen 
whether  the  issue  of  1872  was  more  genuine 
than  that  of  1874." 

Peeu. — We  extract  from  The  American 
Journal  of  Philately  the  following  notice  of 
forthcoming  new  stamps  and  envelopes, 
which,  it  appears,  will  be  of  the  highest  de- 
gree of  excellence : — 

"  The  stamps  we  now  attempt  to  de- 
scribe are  the  work  of  the  National  Bank 
Note  Co.,  of  this  city,  and  need  no  praise 
from  our  pen.  Indeed,  it  is  inadequate  to 
cope  with  the  task ;  for  the  two  values  we 
have  seen  are  far  superior  to  anything  else 
which  has  appeared  in  the  postal  line  for 
many  years.  There  are  two  values,  50  cent- 
avos  and  1  sol.  The  design  on  the  50  cent- 
avos  is  as  follows  :  a  bevelled  slab,  having 
within  a  frame  running  all  round  near  the 
edges,  broken  at  the  sides  to  admit  of  small 
ovals  containing  figures  50,  and  at  top  and 
bottom,  the  inscriptions  peeu  coereos.  The 
value  in  words  on  either  side  of  numeral, 
CDJCUENTA  cextavos.  Lying  on  the  slab, 
within  an  upright  oval  frame,  is  a  series  of 
mountains,  behind  which  appears  a  rising 
sun  with  rays,  such  as  is  found  upon  the 
earlier  Montevidean  stamps.  The  1  sol.  is 
a  rectangular-lined  slab  indented  in  the 
corners  with  shield-shaped  patterns  contain- 
ing numeral  of  value ;  curved  labels  at  top 
and  bottom  connecting  the  corner  devices, 
and  inscribed  peru  coeeeos  ;  labels  at  sides 
with  ornamental  ends  containing  value,  uxsol. 
Within  is  an  upright  panelled  frame  with 
open  scrolled  corners,  on  which  is  depicted 
the  rayed  sun  in  full  glory.  The  stamps  are 
rather  large,  being  about  1  inch,  by  1J  inches, 
perforated  and  "  grilled  "  at  the  back. 
50  centavos,  red. 

1  sol.  green. 

"We  have  had  a  glimpse  at  the  envelope 
stamps,  described  in  our  previous  number, 
and  are  now  enabled  to  give  the  true  colours 
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and  the  sizes  of  the  envelopes,  together  with 
quality  of  paper  employed.  The  2  centavos 
is  impressed  on  laid  buff  paper,  measuring 
3J  by  h\  inches.  This  is  evidently  intended 
for  circulars.  The  5  c.  is  on  white  wove 
paper,  the  envelope  being  the  smallest  of  the 
series,  being  2f  by  h\.  The  10  c.  is  on  two 
qualities  of  paper ;  one  white  wove,  the 
other  cream  laid  paper,  and  both  measure 
3  by  5|.  The  20  c.  is  also  on  two  qualities 
of  paper,  same  as  the  preceding,  and  mea- 
sures 3J  by  6J.  The  50  c.  is  on  white  wove 
paper,  the  envelope  measuring  4  by  8f .  The 
paper  employed  is  of  a  very  fine  texture, 
well  finished.  The  colours  of  the  stamps 
are  as  follow  : — 

2  centavos,  blue. 

5        „  green. 

10        „  red. 

20        ,,  purple. 

50        „  rose." 

Salvador. — The  annexed  engraving  repre- 
sents the  current  one  real  stamp,  surcharged 
with  a  circular  mark, 
consisting  of  the 
arms  of  the  country 
and  the  words  con- 
tra sello.  This  sur- 
charge, or — to  trans- 
late the  inscription 
literally — "  counter- 
stamp  "  is  so  badly 
struck  that  on  many  copies  it  looks  more 
like  an  ink  smudge,  which  might  have  been 
made  by  a  finger ;  and  at  best  it  has  rather 
the  appearance  of  an  obliteration  than  of  a 
sign  of  genuineness.  The  motive  for  its  ap- 
position is  supposed  to  be  the  theft  of  a 
large  quantity  of  stamps,  or  the  forgery  of 
the  designs.     It  appears  on  all  the  values. 

Mexico. — Our  New  York  contemporary 
is  in  a  position  to  state  that  but  three  enve- 
lopes were  prepared  for  the  Mexican  govern- 
ment, two  of  which  have  been  placed  in 
circulation,  namely,  the  10  c.  green  and 
25  c.  blue,  but  the  third,  5  c,  has  not  yet 
appeared  among  collectors,  and  probably 
has  not  yet  been  issued. 

Natal. — This  colony  now  possesses  a  five- 
shilling  stamp,  which  is  said  by  M.  Moens 
to  resemble  in  general  design  the  Trinidad 
stamp  of  the  same  value,  whilst  differing  to 
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some  extent  in  the  framework,  and  possess- 
ing inscriptions  in  colour  on  white.  It  is 
printed  in  reddish  violet,  and  watermarked 
CC.  and  crown. 

Russian  Locals. — Ducliowscliiseldna  (Smo- 
lensk).— This  district  has  not  hitherto  been 
heard  of,  and  we  may  safely  affirm  that 
its  name  will  not  often  be  pronounced — 
correctly.  The  government  of  Smolensk 
itself  has  not  previously  figured  amongst 
those  in  which  local  stamps  are  employed. 
The  stamp  of  the  Duchowschts china  district 
consists  of  the  value,  3  kop.,  and  inscription 
in  a  square;  the  colour  is  dark  blue.  The 
Illustrates  Briefm-arken  Journal  must  be 
credited  with  the  first  notice  of  this  novelty, 
and  also  of  the  next. 

Malmysch  (Yiatka). — The  design  of  this 
stamp  consists  of  the  value — 2  kop. — in  an 
oval,  enclosed  in  a  square  frame ;  colour, 
red. 

Ocl'cmsl-  (Perm). — Arms  in  shield,  inscrip- 
tion above,  value  below- -3  kop.  blue. 

Oustdsolsh  (Vologda). — We  annex  engrav- 
ings of  the  two  types  of  the  solitary  value 
for  this  district.     They  are   found  side-by- 
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side  on  the  sheet.  They  differ  from  each 
other  in  that  one  has  a  double  line  within, 
the  other  only  one,  and  the  ornaments  form- 
ing the  scrolled .  frame  are  turned  different 
ways.  These  plain-looking  stamps  are 
struck  on  bright  red  glazed  paper. 

Bobroiv    (Voronesh). — The   lines    of    the 
Bobrow  stamp  have  been  laid  down,  as  our 

engraving  will 
show,  but  it  is 
apparently  re- 
served for  some 
coming  man  to 
complete  the 
construction  of 
the  design.  As 
it  is  printed  in 
black  on  white,   our  readers  will  have   no 
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difficult v  in  imagining  what  the  original  is 
like. 

Arzamass  (Xijni  Novgorod). — This  type 
is,  at  any  rate,  better  than  the  preceding, 
and  its  likeness  to  the  Podolsk  andBogorodsk 
issues  will  at  once  be  no- 
ticed. The  waved  lines, 
the  corner  figures,  the 
central  oval,  all  indicate 
that  the  new  comer,  if 
not  from  the  same  ate- 
lier (!)  as  the  last  men- 
tioned stamps  has.  at 
any  rate,  been  copied 
from  them.  We  are 
rather  puzzled  to  know  whether  the  two  V- 
shaped  ornaments  in  the  lower  ha'.f  of  the 
oval  are  intended  to  represent  the  arms  of 
the  district,  or  the  value — 5  kopecs.  In  the 
latter  case,  are  the  arms  in  the  upper  half 
those  of  the  district  or  the  government  ? 
We  can  find  nothing  to  guide  us  in  the  de- 
sign of  the  Wassyel  stamp.  The  Arzamass 
stamp,  we  must  not  omit  to  mention,  is 
printed  in  indigo  on  white. 

Nowaja  Ladoga  (St.  Petersburg). — This 
stamp,  like  the  preceding 
two,  has  already  been  noticed, 
and  we  were  not  prepared 
to  find  it  to  present  such  a 
pleasing  appearance.  It  is 
evidently  modelled  on  the 
imperial  issue,  and,  as  we 
presume,  the  district  is  ad- 
jacent to  lake  Ladoga,  this 
fact  would  explain  the  presence  of  the  an- 
chor among  the  armorial  bearings.  The 
stamp  is  struck  in  yellowish  green  on  white, 
and  we  are  rather  surprised  to  find  it  is  not 
perforated. 

Dexmaek. — The    following     is     the     list 
given  by  Le  Timore-Poste  of  the  stamps  in 
the  new  currency,  which  are  to  make  their 
appearance  on  the  1st  January.  IS 75  : 
Adhesives. — 3,  4,  8,  12,  16,  25,  50  ore. 
(official),  3,  4,  8,  32,  ore. 
Post  cards. — 4,  8  ore. 

.,  (official),  4,  8  ore. 

Wrappers. — 4  ore. 
In  all  ten  stamps  for  the  public  use,   and 
six  for   official  correspondence.     What  the 
design  will  be  we  are  not  informed. 


Fixlaxd. — Helsingfors. — The  inscriptions 
on  the  stamp,  of  which  we  gave  an  engraving 
last  month,  should  be  translated  as  follows  : 
axgbats-posl"  (in  upper  margin),  steamboat- 
post.  SKARGABDS  TRAFIK  (upper  half  of  cir- 
cle),   TRAFFIC    OF    THE    ISLAXD-STUDDED    COAST. 

aktie  bolacet  (lower  half  of  circle)  joixt 
stock  Coupaxy.  It  is  issued  by  the  Coasting 
Steamboat  Company,  and  has,  so  far  as  we 
can  learn,  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  the 
other  local  Helsingfors  stamps. 

The  10  penni  of  Finland  is  now  issued  in 
black  on  dark  yellow,  instead  of  straw- 
coloured  paper. 

DISCOVERY  OF  AN  ISSUE  OF 
STAMPED  ENVELOPES  FOR  NEW 
YORK,  AND  THE  HISTORY  OF  THE 
PIVE-CENT   ADHESIVE. 

BY   JOHN  S..    TIFFANY,    OF    ST.    LOUIS. 

Ix  my  article  upon  the  St.  Louis  stamps, 
published  in  last  year's  volume  of  The 
Philatelist,  reference  was  made  by  one  of  the 
extracts  from  the  St.  Louis  paper  quoted,  to 
an  article  in  The  Xeiv  York  Express.  Since 
writing  that  article  I  have  searched  in  vain 
for  a  file  of  the  Exijress,  and  have  only  now, 
by  the  kindness  of  the  librarian  of  the 
American  Antiquarian  Society,  been  able  to 
find  it.  The  following  extracts,  giving  the 
history  of  the  New  York  stamp,  and 
mentioning  New  York  envelopes,  will,  no 
doubt,  be  of  interest  to  the  readers  of  The 
Philatelist 

The  new  law,  fixing  the  postal  rates  at 
5  and  10  cents,  went  into  effect  on  the  first 
of  July,  1845  ;  and  we  find  in  the  Express  of 
that  date  a  notice  to  that  effect,  and  of  a 
meeting  of  the  Cheap  Postage  Association  ; 
in  the  next  day's  issue,  a  report  of  that 
meeting  and  of  the  number  of  letters  posted 
in  New  York  the  first  day  of  the  new  law. 
On  the  7th  of  July,  1845.  in  the  Washington 
correspondence  of  the  Express  we  find  the 
following  : — 

Washington,  July  2. — It  was  suggested  in  Xew  York  to 
Mr.  Morris,  your  postmaster,  that  he  might  accommodate 
the  public  very  much  by  selling  stamped  envelopes,  as  the 
law  does  not  authorise  the  sale  of  stamps  on  the  English 
plan.  AVhen  he  was  here  he  laid  the  subject  before  the 
Postmaster-General,  who  has  to-day  decided  that  the 
postmaster  can  do  this.     The  envelopes  are  to  be  marked 
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with  the  amount  of  postage  thereon,  say  5  or  10  or  more 
cent6,  as  the  case  may  be,  and  the  initials  of  the 
postmaster  are  to  be  superadded,  and  then  the  envelopes 
can  be  sold.  The  object  is  to  facilitate  the  payment  of 
prepaid  letters.  Postmasters  can  interchange  envelopes 
whenever  they  can  agree  to  do  so  among  themselves. 

On  the  next  day,  July  8th,  1845,  we  have 
an  editorial : — 

Fkeb  Stamped  Envelopes. — When  the  bill  for  cheap 
postage  was  before  Congress,  it  contained  a  clause 
authorising  the  sale  of  stamps  on  the  plan  of  the  English 
system.  The  provision  was,  however,  stricken  out, 
leaving  the  public  only  the  old  method  of  prepaying 
letters  during  the  business  hours  of  the  post-office. 

A  suggestion  was  made  to  our  new  postmaster,  Mr. 
Morris,  that  the  public  convenience  would  be  very  much 
promoted  if  he  would  sell  envelopes  which  would  pass 
free  through  his  office.  By  this  measure,  letters  could  be 
sent  at  any  hour  of  the  night  to  the  post-office,  and 
the  postage" paid,  where  the  writer  desired  it,  by  enclosing 
it  in  a  free  envelope.  The  postmaster  proposed  to  sell 
stamps  at  five  cents  each,  but  this  not  having  been 
sanctioned  by  Congress,  we  should  think  would  not  be  the 
best  way ;  and  as  the  public  convenience  demands  some- 
thing of  the  kind,  we  are  glad  to  learn  that  he  has 
prepared  envelopes  of  the  kind  referred  to,  some  of  which 
we  have  seen.  They  are  marked  five  cents,  and  under 
these  words  is  the  name  r.  h.  morris.  For  letters 
over  one  ounce  they  will  be  marked  according  to  the 
post-office  rates,  in  the  same  way.  These  envelopes 
will  be  sold  by  the  Postmaster  at  six  and  a  quarter  cents 
each,  or  sixteen  for  a  dollar  of  the  common  kind  and  the 
common  size.  This  will  be  as  cheap  or  cheaper  than 
they  can  be  bought  in  small  quantities  at  the  stationers. 
A  thin  envelope  will  contain  two  letters  and  be  subject 
only  to  a  single  postage.  Envelopes  of  various  sizes  will 
also  be  furnished,  and  of  fine  quality,  when  desired  by 
the  purchaser.  The  plan,  we  hear,  has  also  been  adopted 
by  the  postmaster  at  AVashington,  D.C.,  and  has  met  the 
approval  of  the  Postinaster-General.  "We  think  it  one 
not  only  of  convenience  to  the  public,  but  that  it  will  add 
to  the  revenue  of  the  department  very  considerably. 

From  this  it  would  appear  that  some  kind 
of  envelopes  marked  five  cents,  with 
R.  h.  morris,  were  issued  in  New  York  soon 
after  the  law  went  into  force,  and  perhaps 
also  in  Washington.  Except  from  this 
notice  they  seem  never  to  have  been  heard 
of  as  yet,  and  conld  have  had  only  a  very 
short  circulation,  as  in  the  Express  of  the 
14th  of  July,  1^45,  we  have  another  editorial 
as  follows : — 

Post  Office  Stamps. — We  would  call  the  attention 
of  merchants,  and  indeed  all  who  pay  postage,  to  the 
advertisement  of  the  postmaster,  who  offers  to  sell  stamps 
of  the  value  of  five  cents  each  for  the  prepayment  of 
letters.  This  is  the  cost  of  the  postage  under  300  miles. 
The  stamps  should  be  generally  adopted,  as  they  will  give 
additional  facilities  to  business  men,  and  save  them  time 
in  making  change.  The  postmaster  will  receive  nothing 
for  his  trouble  and  his  stamps,  beyond  the  profit  from  lost 
stamps.  The  disposition  of  the  postmaster  to  make  the 
new  system  popular,  merits  the  thanks  of  our  citizens. 


The  advertisement  referred  to  is  as  follows, 
in  the  same  paper  and  date  : — 

Post-office,  New  York,  July  14th,  1815. 
t^"  The  public  is  respectfully  informed  that  the 
undersigned  has  caused  to  be  prepared  stamps  for  the 
prepayment  of  postage,  made  for  five  cents  each,  which 
will  be  sold  in  parcels  of  five  and  upwards.  To  prevent 
counterfeits,  they  will  be  sold  only  at  this  office  and  the 
branch  office.  The  public  may,  therefore,  be  assured  that 
any  stamps  which  may  be  offered  for  sale  at  any  place 
other  than  the  two  post-offices  are  spurious,  and  will  not 
be  considered  as  prepayment. 

(Sigjxed)     Egbert  H.  Morris,  P.M. 
[Evening  papers  please  copy.] 

Here,  then,  we  have  the  exact  date  of  the 
New  York  Post-office  stamp.  The  precise 
nature  of  these  stamps  may  be  further 
shown  by  the  following  articles,  which, 
though  nearly  exact  copies  of  each  other,  I 
give  in  full.  The  Express  of  the  18th  July, 
1845,  says : — 

A  writer  in  the  Courier  is  noticing  the  five  cent  and 
ten  cent  stamps  that  postmasters  are  issuing.  Admitting 
the  use  of  such  stamps  to  the  public,  he  says  this  should 
be  considered  in  no  other  light  than  the  personal 
obligations  of  the  postmaster,  unauthorised,  as  far  as  the 
public  know,  by  any  proper  authority,  and  if  issued  by 
the  postmaster  of  one  city,  may  be  also  issued  by  any 
postmaster  in  any  town  or  city  in  the  United  States  ;  so 
that  if  this  practice  becomes  general,  the  amount  in  these 
stamps  held  by  the  public  will  be  very  considerable,  and 
will  evidently  lead  to  great  abuses,  and  probably  losses. 
He  then  goes  on  to  say  that  post-office  stamps,  to  be 
of  general  utility,  should  be  issued  at  the  General 
Post-Office  at  Washington,  sanctioned  by  law,  and  with 
suitable  penalties  in  case  of  forgeiy. 

The  original  article  in  The  Courier  is  as 
follows.  I  copy  from  the  semi-weekly 
edition,  not  being  able  to  find  the  daily  of 
Friday,  July  18th,  1845. 

The  Postmaster  of  this  city  has  given  notice  that  he 
has  prepared  stamps  for  the  use  of  merchants,  and  he 
requests  them  to  provide  themselves  with  these  stamps, 
to  facilitate  the  business  of  the  post-office  and  for  their 
own  convenience.  It  will  be  observed  that  the  post- 
master warns  the  public  that  any  stamps  offered  for  sale 
at  an)'  place  other  than  the  post-office  of  this  city  are 
spurious.  That  the  use  of  proper  stamps  by  merchants 
will  be  a  great  convenience  is  admitted  ;  but  these  stamps 
thus  offered  should  be  considered  in  no  other  light  than 
the  personal  obligations  of  the  postmaster,  unauthorised, 
as  far  as  the  public  know,  by  any  proper  authority, 
and  if  issued  by  the  postmaster  of  one  city  may  be 
also  issued  by  any  postmaster  in  any  town  or  city  in  the 
United  States  ;  and  if  this  practice  becomes  general,  the 
amount  in  these  stamps  held  by  the  public  will  be  very 
considerable,  and  will  evidently  lead  to  great  abuses,  and 
probably  losses.  In  case  of  the  death  or  removal  of  a 
postmaster,  we  know  of  no  legal  obligation  of  his 
successor  to  consider  these  stamps  of  any  value  whatever. 
Post-office  stamps,  to  be  of  general  utility,  should  be 
issued  at  the  General  Post-Office  at  Washington, 
sanctioned  by  law,  and  with  suitable  penalties  in  case  of 
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forgery :  they  would  be  of  great  advantage  to  the 
Post-office  Department,  and  would  much  facilitate 
business  in  various  ways ;  but  if  issued  by  any  or  all 
Postmasters,  will  in  some  cases  be  used  to  "raise  the 
wind,"  and  may  raise  it  pretty  effectually  in  case  of 
death  or  default  as  the  amount  held  by  the  public  in  any 
of  our  large  cities  would  be  a  very  considerable  sum. 

(Signed J  CAVEAT. 

Although.  I  have  looked  pretty  thoroughly 
through  the  files  of  other  New  York  papers 
of  this  date,  I  have  failed  to  find  any  other 
articles  on  this  subject.  I  hope,  however, 
that  these  extracts  will  prove  of  service 
to  the  readers  of  The  Philatelist* 


ANSWERS   TO   INCONVENIENT 
QUERIES. 

1.  Surcharge  on  Cuban  Stamps. — We  refer 
our  readers  to  our  October  article  on  "Newly 
Issued  or  Inedited  Stamps  "  for  explanation 
on  this  head,  and  to  what  there  appears 
would  simply  add  that  we  believe  the  mark 
to  be  a  true  surcharge,  and  not  a  postal 
obliteration.  The  present  postal  oblitera- 
tions do  not  vary  from  those  formerly  in 
use,  and  we  have  stamps  in  our  possession 
with  the  surcharge  inquired  about,  which 
are  postmarked  as  other  stamps.  We  are 
not  in  a  position  at  present  to  explain  fur- 
ther the  precise  import  of  the  surcharge. 

2.  Envelopes  of  Bremen  :  various  types 
of?  Query. — The  oval  stamp  which  con- 
tains the  arms  of  Bremen  is  invariable  on 
all  the  envelopes,  and  we  never  heard  it 
suggested  before  this  query  that  there  was 
more  than  one  type  of  it,  or  any  variation 
between  the  copies.  At  all  events,  by 
whomsoever  and  whensoever  suggested,  it 
is  utterly  and  absolutely  untrue  that  there 
is  any  difference  in  the  dies. 

In  the  envelopes  themselves  there  is,  as 
stated  in  our  September  number,  a  marked 
difference,  occasioned  by  the  presence  or  ab- 
sence of  the  word  franco  in  conjunction  with 
the  oval  stamp,  and  by  the  position  of  the 
mark  on  the  envelope.  Furthermore,  white, 
blue,  and  watermarked  papers  are  used,  one 
having  a  set  of  wavy  lines,  in  lieu  of  the 
usual  straight  ones. 

The  issue  was  in  1861,  the  value  1  grote,  == 
not  quite  f  d. 

*  This  article  is  reprinted  from  The  Philatelist. 


They  may  thus  be  classed  : 
1861     (with  franco').       On  white,  on  blue, 

on   wavy   paper.      Handstamped   at   left 

lower  corner. 

,,  (without  franco)  ditto. 

1866.     The  same  stamped  at  right  (without 
franco),  on  blue  wove,  on  white  laid. 

Of  the  adhesives  the  3  grote  blue  on  laid 
paper,  and  the  5  grote  rose  of  1855  and 
1861,  present  differences  in  the  dies,  the 
former  having  three,  the  latter  two  types, 
ranged  side  by  side  in  the  rows  ;  the  differ- 
ences are  minute  and  not  worth  describing, 
especially  as  all  five  types  can  be  procured 
unused  for  about  2/6. 

Venezuela. — "  Escuelas." — These  are  cus- 
toms stamps,  and  pay  no  postage  rates  ;  they 
are  not  admissible,  except  in  collections  of 
fiscals. 

The  supposition  that  a  government  like 
that  of  Venezuela  carries  letters  for  students 
at  reduced  rates,  needs  but  to  be  stated 
to  any  one  conversant  with  the  country  to 
carry  its  own  refutation ;  the  idea  of  their 
being  used  to  teach  schoolboys  to  play  at 
postage,  is  one  which  reflects  more  credit  on 
what  the  originator  could  evolve  out  of  his 
own  consciousness,  than  it  does  on  the  ex- 
tent or  accuracy  of  his  information. 

FORCED  LUZON  AND  DOCTORED 
FRENCH. 

Creat  credit  is  due  to  Mr.  H.  de  Joannis  for 
having  detected  and  "scotched"  a  very 
dangerous  set  of  Luzon  forgeries,  which  first 
made  their  appearance  about  August  last. 
We  hope  by  inserting  their  description  in 
the  philatelic  Hue  and  Cry  that  they  will  be 
rendered  powerless  for  evil.  Anyone  who 
is  really  well  acquainted  with  the  Luzon 
stamps  of  1854  y  55  would  at  once  suspect 
these  forgeries ;  but  there  are  a  great  many 
collectors,  and  even  some  dealers,  who  have 
not  a  good  knowledge  of  the  true  stamps, 
and  the  counterfeits  sufficiently  answer  to 
the  general  idea  which  obtains  respecting 
them.  They  have  a  primitive  look  about 
them,  the  lettering  is  uneven,  the  lines 
are  deep,  and  altogether  they  have  a  very 
plausible  look ;  but  two  of  the  three  values 
have   been   so    incorrectly    done,    that    the 
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merest  tyro  can  detect  them  at  a  glance,  and 
though  the  third  offers  a  closer  resemblance  to 
the  gennine  stamp,  it  is  almost  equally  easy 
to  distinguish. 

Taking  them  seriatim.,  the  10  cnartos,  the 
best  of  the  three,  is  of  a  brick  colour,  instead 
of  dark  carmine  or  rose,  and  there  are  just 
twenty  rings  or  pearls  on  each  side  of  the 
portrait,  including  the  imperfect  top  and 
bottom  ones. 

The  1  real  and  2  reales  have  evidently 
been  printed  from  the  same  plate  as  the  10  c, 
and  they  both  have  the  inscription  correos 
1854  t  55  at  the  top,  and  franco  at  the 
bottom,  which  is  just  the  reverse  of  the  true 
positions ;  therefore  a  stamp  with  correos 
at  top,  stands  condemned  at  once.  Further- 
more, instead  of  the  value  being  expressed 
as  "  1  RL.  fte,"  or  "  2  els.  ftes,"  it  is  simply 
given  as  "  1  RL."  and  "  2  RL.,"  even  the 
"  final  s  "  not  being  added  in  the  latter. 

We  will  not  go  into  other  and  finer 
distinctions,  as  a  farther  analysis  could  add 
nothing  to  the  efficacy  of  the  foregoing  tests. 
The  stamps  were  first  sold  in  this  country 
by  a  Birmingham  dealer,  in  ignorance  of 
their  true  character.  One  of  the  sets  fell 
into  Mr.  Joannis's  hands,  and  upon  his 
communicating  with  the  dealer  in  question, 
the  latter,  as  he  informs  us,  called  in  the 
stamps  he  had  supplied,  and  gave  all  the 
assistance  in  his  power  to  discover  by  whom 
they  were  originally  fabricated.  He  at 
length,  in  reply  to  his  inquiries,  received 
an  offer  of  150  sets  of  four  stamps  (the 
fourth  being  a  pretended  colour-variety  of 
the  10  c.)  for  50/-, — which  would  be  at  the 
rate  of  a  penny  each.  The  offer  came  from 
the  notorious 

ENGELHARDT    FOHL, 

Cigar  Seller,  of  Riesa,  Saxony.  This  man 
has  launched  several  very  artful  forgeries, 
and  we  strongly  advise  every  dealer  who 
desires  not  to  touch  pitch,  to  have  nothing 
whatever  to  do  with  him.  We  hope  that  the 
above  description  will  prevent  any  of  our 
readers  from  being  taken  in  by  these 
specious  Luzon  stamps,  and  we  may,  in 
conclusion,  mention  that,  together  with  the 
gentleman  referred  to  in  the  opening  lines, 
Mr.  Ysasi  and  other  philatelic  notabilities 
have   been   occupied   in   ferreting   out    the 


forger.      Their    united    efforts    have    been 
crowned  with  success. 

A  friend  of  ours,  a  collector  of  some  expe- 
rience, who  happened  to  be  in  Boulogne  a 
few  weeks  back,  was  deceived  by  a  very  art- 
fully concocted  imperial  1  franc  stamp.  He 
was  offered  a  very  clean  obliterated  copy  at 
one  franc-and-a-half,  and  was  told  that 
others,  equally  clean,  might  be  had  at  the 
same  price.  He  and  another  collector, 
tempted  by  the  comparatively  low  figure,  each 
purchased  a  specimen,  and,  as  the  stamps 
were  evidently  genuine,  did  not  at  first  take 
the  trouble  to  examine  them  closely.  By 
chance,  however,  our  correspondent's  atten- 
tion was  attracted  to  the  lower  margin  of 
his  copy,  and  a  moment's  glance  showed  him 
that  he  had  been  the  victim  of  a  clever  fraud, 
for  which  the  following  is  the  recipe.  Take 
a  common  1  franc  stamp  of  the  republic  and 
an  80  c.  empire  of  the  earliest  shade  (burnt 
carmine).  The  two  stamps  are  of  almost 
the  same  colour,  and  both  resemble  closely 
in  colour  the  1  franc  of  the  empire.  Cut 
away  the  value  from  the  lower  margin  of  the 
80  c,  and  put  in  its  place  the  inscription  in 
the  lower  margin  of  the  republican  stamp, 
"If.  postes  1  f.,"  and  your  French  empire 
1  franc  is  complete.  It  requires  a  neat  hand 
to  piece  in  the  little  slip  which  is  cut  out  of 
the  republican  stamp,  but  if  well  done  the 
join  will  almost  defy  detection.  You  sacri- 
fice the  republican  1  franc,  which  is  worth 
but  threepence  or  fourpence  in  France,  and 
with  the  aid  of  the  80  c,  which  can  be  had 
for  a  penny,  you  fabricate  a  stamp,  which 
will  bring  in  from  fifteenpence  to  two  shil- 
lings. Our  friend,  on  going  to  the  shop 
where  the  stamps  were  bought,  found  they 
had  been  supplied  by  Madame  *  *  *,  a 
retired  stamp  dealer,  living  in  BoulogTie,  who, 
he  suspects,  knew  more  about  them  than  she 
would  own.  The  price  of  the  stamps  was 
refunded,  and  no  further  steps  were  taken. 
It,  however,  was  certainly  in  our  friend's 
power  to  proceed  againt  the  seller  for  ob- 
taining money  on  false  pretences,  or 
escroquerie,  as  the  French  call  it.  We  refer 
to  the  matter  in  order  to  warn  our  readers, 
for  "if  there  are  lords  in  the  south,  there  are 
chiefs  in  the  north."  If  eight  or  nine  such 
stamps    could    be    found    at   one   tinTe   in 
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Boulogne,  it  is  probable  that  a  large  num- 
ber have  been  sent  to  England.  TVe  incline 
to  believe  that  the  fabrication  of  them  is 
carried  on  oa  a  large  scale,  the  cleanest  ob- 
tainable copies  of  the  80  c.  being  chosen,  in 
order  that  purchasers  may  hug  themselves 
vrith  the  idea  that  they  have  obtained  a  fine 
specimen  of  the  long-songht  one  franc  of  the 
empire. 

POSTAL  CHIT-CHAT. 

Personal — "We  are  desired,  by  our  old  correspondent, 
Mr.  W,  P.  Brown,  now  in  Japan,  to  inform  all  whom  it 
may  concern  that,  as  he  has  definitely  retired  from  the 
stamp  trade,  he  cannot  undertake  to  exchange  stamps,  and 
any  which  may  be  sent  to  him  to  that  effect  will  be  re- 
turned. 

A  Rowland  Hill  Medal. — We  have  received  from 
an  old  friend  a  rubbing  of  an  old  copper  medal,  weighing 
about  one-eighth  of  an  ounce,  about  the  size  of  a  two- 
shilling  piece,  and  one-fifth  of  an  inch  in  thickness.  On 
the  face  are  the  arms  of  Great  Britain  on  a  shield,  sur- 
mounted by  a  crown,  which  interrupts  the  outer  circle,  on 
which  is  inscribed,  the  post-office  letter  weight. 
The  shield  itself  is  encircled  with  the  motto  Honisoitqui 
mal  y  pease.  On  the  reverse,  inscribed  on  an  extended 
mantle  (like  that  on  the  Prussian  stamps),  we  read  tor 

ROWLAND   HILL'S   PLAN   OF  PENNY   POSTAGE,  and  round 

the  margin  runs  an  inscription,  indicating  that  the  medal 
or  letter  weight  had  been  duly  registered,  pursuant  to  2nd 
Yict.,  cap.  xvii,  for  W.  Hooper.  It  is  the  only  medal,  so 
far  as  is  known,  which  in  any  way  commemorates  Sir 
Rowland  Hill's  system;  but  the  penny  postage  stamp 
itself  is  the  best  memorial  he  can  desire. 

Posthumous  Letter  "Writing.—  "  A  rather  amusing 
story,"  says  Colonel  Stuart,  in  his  Reminiscences  of  a 
Soldier,  was  told  me  some  time  ago  by  an  old  lady  who 
had  an  ancient  servant  that  had  lived  with  her  for  many 
year?,  named  Ann  Brady.  One  day  Ann  came  to  her  mis- 
tress in  the  parlour,  crying  and  roaring.  "  Xow  ain't  I 
the  unfortunate  woman  ?  Och,  what  will  I  do  at  all, 
at  all  ?  "  "  What's  the  matter,  Ann  r  "  said  her  mistress. 
"Och,  ma'am,"  replied  Ann,  "the  postman's  outside,  and 
he's  got  a  letter  for  me  from  purgatory,  and  I  know  it's 
from  my  old  mother,  who's  been  there  this  tin  years,  and 
it's  all  about  me  not  paying  for  the  masses  I  said  I 
would.  Ochone  !  but  I  am  the  miserable  woman."  On 
her  mistress  going  out,  she  found  the  postman  in  a  fit  of 
laughter,  with  a  letter  directed  to  "Ann  Brady,"  from 
the  "  Dead  Letter  Office."  Nothing  could  induce  her  to 
touch  it,  the  "  Dead  "  to  her  meaning  purgatory,  and  no- 
thing else ;  and  her  mistress  was  obliged  to  open  the 
letter  for  her,  and  foijud  it  was  one  Ann  had  written  to  a 
nephew  in  Clare ;  but  as  he  had  gone  to  America,  the 
letter  had  consequently  been  returned. 

Perforation  proper,  i.e.,  where  holes  are  punched 
out  and  a  piece  removed  from  the  paper,  has  long  been 
used  for  Bank  cheque-books,  to  enable  the  cheque  to  be 
detached  from  the  counterfoil,  and  percale  d  la  roulette 
is  frequently  used  to  sever  railway  tickets,  coupons,  and 
the  like.  The  most  extensive  use  of  this  latter  mode  of 
perforation  which  we  have  noticed  is  to  divide  one  copy 
of  a  newspaper  from  another,  on  the  long  roll  of  paper  on 
which  daily  publications  are  usually  printed  now-a-days. 

The  Leeds  Mercury,  one  of  the  foremost  of  the  provin- 


cial press  in  reputation  and  ability,  is  the  first  journal 
we  have  seen  to  which  this  plan  of  dividing  copy  from 
copv  has  been  applied. 

The  roll  of  paper  as  it  rotates  between  the  cylinders, 
and  just  before  it  finally  quits  them,  passes  beneath  a  set 
of  dents,  arranged  in  line,  which  make  a  severance  with- 
out removing  any  of  the  paper,  and  the  paper  is  after- 
wards readily  divided  at  the  line  of  demarcation,  and 
time  and  labour  much  economized. 

The  operation  is  performed  neatly  and  effectually  in  a 
line  of  3  feet  6  inches  or  rather  more, — an  almost  crucial 
test  of  the  efficacy  of  the  process.  This  instance  of  me- 
chanical ingenuity  and  adaptation  merits  the  success 
which  we  have  no'doubt  it  will  attain. 

Stamp  Collecting  in  1842—  A  new  mania  has  bitten 
the  industriously -idle  ladies  of  England.  To  enable  a 
large  wager  to  be  gained,  they  have  been  indefatigable  in 
their  endeavours  to  collect  old  penny  stamps ;  in  fact, 
the}-  betray  more  anxiety  to  treasure  up  Queen's  heads, 
than  Harry  the  Eighth  did  to  get  rid  of  them.  Colonel 
Sibthorpe,  whose  matchless  genius  we  have  so  often  ad- 
mired, sends  us  the  following  poem  upon  the  prevailing 
epidemic : — 

When  was  a  folly  so  pestilent  hit  upon 
As  folks  running  mad  to  collect  every  spit  upon 
Post-office  stamp  that's  been  soil'd  and  been  writ  upon  ? 
Oh,  for  Swift !  such  a  subject  his  spleen  to  emit  upon. 
'Tis  said  that  some  fool  in  mustachios  has  split  upon 

The  rock  of  a  bet, 

And  therefore  must  get, 

To  avoid  loss  and  debt, 
Half  the  town  as  collectors,  to  waste  time  and  wit  upon, 
Bothering  and  forcing  their  friends  to  submit,  upon 

Pain  of  displeasure 

To  fill  a  peck  measure 

With  the  coveted  treasure 
Of  as  many  old  stamps  as  perforce  can  be  lit  upon, 
To  paper  a  room,  or  stuff  cushions  to  sit  upon. 
Do,  dearest  Punch,  let  fly  a  sharp  skit  upon 
This  new  pursuit,  and  an  ass's  head  fit  upon 
The  crest  of  the  order  of  Knights  of  the  Spit- upon. 

Punch,  1842. 

Pundits  Puzzled. — By  the  last  mail  from  India  a 
curious  letter  arrived  at  the  General  Post-office,  London. 
It  was  stamped ;  the  paper  of  which  the  envelope  was  com- 
posed was  peculiar,  and  the  address  was,  for  the  time 
being,  utterly  unintelligible.  Anyhow,  the  letter  had 
been  sent  to  London.  The  General  Post-office  authorities 
at  once  despatched  a  trustworthy  messenger  to  the  most 
erudite  scholars  in  the  city,  to  ask  them  to  decipher  the 
strange,  blotted,  crooked,  and  indistinct  hand-writing  on 
the  envelope.  An  eminent  linguist  of  the  British 
Museum  was  applied  to.  He  could  not  interpret  the  ad- 
dress, but  pronounced  the  characters  forming  it  not  to  be 
arrow-headed  ones,  nor  resembling  the  letters  composing 
the  ancient  Assyriac  inscriptions  with  which  he  had 
hitherto  met.  Another  well-known  authority  of  the 
British  Iduseum  was  consulted,  but  he  could  not  see  in 
the  writing  on  the  envelope  any  resemblance  to  Chinese. 
The  authorities  at  the  India  Office  were  next  asked  for 
their  opinion.  The  omniscient  Librarian  was  unfortu- 
nately absent  just  at  the  time  when  the  postal  messenger 
called,  but  a  professor,  his  able  assistarit,  pronounced  it 
not  to  be  Malagasy  or  even  Pali.  The  letter  next  went 
to  Richmond,  where  a  well-known  Canarese  scholar 
pronounced  the  address  not  to  be  Canarese.  So  the  letter 
passed  from  pundit  to  pundit  without  interpretation.  At 
length  it  happened  that  a  learned  gentleman  of  the  India 
Office  recommended  the  bearer  of  the  mysterious  commu- 
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nication  to  lake  it  to  two  other  learned  gentlemen  re- 
siding in  Bayswater.  These  laid  their  heads  together, 
and  discovered  that  the  inscription  on  the  envelope  of  the 
redoubtable  letter  was  in  the  Telugu  character  It  was 
written  very  badly,  however,  and  when  translated  read  as 
follows:— "Nottu  pevdu.  Jaroor!  I  pray  post-omce 
writer  in  London  to  take  this  letter  and  give  into  the 
hand  of  the  Ranee."  "Nottu  Peydu "  means  "not 
paid  "  There  was  no  stamp  on  the  letter,  so  perhaps  the 
Telugu  person  who  sent  it  considered  his  communication 
to  »  the  Ranee,"  as  he  at  vies  her  Majesty  the  Queen,  suf- 
ficiently important,  in  itself  to  pass  free  to  the  hands  of 
the  ' '  Empress  of  India. "  "  Jaroor ' '  is  the  Hindustani 
equivalent  for  post  haste.  Of  course  the  contents  of  the 
letter  are  not  known  to  us.  Probably  some  petty  lawsuit 
has  gone  wrong  with  the  sender,  and  her  Majesty  is  in- 
formed that  the  local  magistrate  took  bribes. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 

THE  JAPANESE  COINAGE,  &c. 

To  the  Editor  of  "The  Stamp-Collector's  Magazine." 
g1R  —Yesterday  I  received  from  the  British  post-office 
here  your  magazine  for  May,  and  was  very  much  pleased 
reading  it.  1  notice  your  item  on  the  Japanese  coinage, 
and  your  pertinent  remarks  with  reference  to  the  2  sen 
coin,  which  I  am  happy  to  inform  you  is  quite  common 
here,  having  been  issued  at  the  same  time  with  the  other 
values.  The  yen  or  rio  pieces  being  gold  of  2,  5,  10,  and 
20,  respectively  equal  to  2,  5,  10,  and  20  dollars  U.  b. 
ffold;  the  5,  10,  20,  and  50  sen  pieces,  silver;  and  the 
1  rin  piece  and  the  \  sen,  1  sen,  and  2  sen  pieces  being 
copper.  Your  informant  speaks  of  a  5  rin  piece,  by 
which,  of  course,  he  means  the  \  sen  com.  You  will. 
perhaps,  wonder  at  the  necessity  of.  a  1  nn  com,  value 
about  one-fifth  of  a  farthing  ;  but  the  natives  here  are 
mostly  very  poor,  sixpence  English  out  of  town  being  fair 
price  for  a  "day's  work,  and  one  shilling,  or  1  bu,  the  com- 
mon price  in  Yokohama.  I  would  have  been  glad  to  do 
what  I  could  to  spread  a  desire  for  the  science  of  philately, 
but  as  yet  I  have  heard  of  no  one  that  pays  money  for 
used  stamps,  though  several  are  collecting.  A  sheet  ot 
stamps  from  a  London  dealer  adorns  the  show-case  of  a 
large  firm  here,  but  being  about  half  counterfeits,  it  is  as 
well,  perhaps,  that  they  meet  with  no  sale. 

Yours  truly, 

Yokohama.  W-  P-  B- 


THE  PROPOSED  AMERICAN  PHILATELICAL 
SOCIETY. 

To  the  Editor  of"  The  Stamp-Collector's  Magazine." 
Sir,— Having  noticed  your  encouraging  remark  in  the 
September  number  of  your  magazine,  apropos  of  the  so- 
ciety I  am  endeavouring  to  found  in  this  country,  1  have 
the  pleasure  of  addressing  you  a  few  words  explanatory. 

The  main  idea  I  have,  is  a  society  which  would  bring 
all  collectors  together  into  closer  union,  and  establish  an 
aquaintance  between  them.  It  is  well  known  here  that 
the  major  nortion  of  our  amateurs  know  none  of  then- 
brother  collectors  •  and  many  are  ignorant  even  of  the 
extent  of  philately.  An  acquaintance  with  the  magazines 
devoted  to  the  subject  they  have  not ;  any  more  than  a 
knowledge  of  the  various  dealers  engaged  in  the  trade  ot 
stamps.  You  might  think  in  such  a  country  as  this  faci- 
lities would  be  granted  for  making  collectors  known  to 


one  another ;  but  such  is  far  from  being  the  fact.  On  the 
contrary,  the  tendency  seems  to  be  to  keep  collectors  m 

entire  ignorance  of  who  their  neighbours  may  be,  lest  the 
chance  of  selling  a  dollar's  worth  of  stamps  would  be 
missed.  .     ,  ,, 

With  this  idea  in  view,  I  have  consulted  anions:  the 
very  few  collectors  I  know,  and  we  are  determined  to 
bring  about,  if  possible,  a  change,  so  that  we  may  know 
the  who's  who  of  philately. 

It  must  not  be  supposed  that  this  is  the  only  object. 
Comparison  of  views,  examination  of  collections,  prepa- 
ration of  papers  on  all  subjects  pertaining  to  the  study  of 
philately  as  a  science ;  interchange  of  duplicates  which 
now  must  either  be  sacrificed  or  accumulated ;  special 
attention  to  new  things  ;  a  local  habitation  as  well  as  a 
name;  the  inculcation  of  friendly  relations  between 
liberal  dealers  and  collectors ;  an  international  mem- 
bership, by  which  he,  who  may  be  at  our  antipodes  will 
enjoy  all  the  benefits  of  communication,  as  well  as  he 
who  sits  in  the  society's  rooms. 

Membership  will  be  open  to  all  amateurs  at  a  merely 
nominal  fee,  enough  to  meet  the  running  expenses  of  the 
concern,  a  library  will  be  formed  and  a  reading-room,  in 
which  will  be  found  files  of  all  papers  or  magazines  devo- 
ted in  part  or  wholly  to  Philately.  The  rooms  will  be 
open  at  all  times  for  the  reception  of  visitors,  and,  m 
fact,  a  club  will  be  established  for  mutual  benefit. 

It  will  not  be  confined  to  postage  stamps  alone,  but 
embrace  fiscals,  locals,  &c,  but  at  the  same  time,  there 
will  be  no  encroachment  of  the  one  upon  the  other. 

If  you  are  disposed  to  aid  us,  you  may  announce  that 
we  shall  be  pleased  to  receive  suggestions  from  our  trans- 
marine neighbours.  ,  . 
There  is  no  reason  why  we  should  not  succeed,  we 
have  the  elements  of  success,  and  by  harmonizing  differ-  . 
ent  views,  may  be  able  to  shun  those  rocks  upon  which 
other  societies  have  split.  .  . 
Asking  your  aid,  and  knowing  how  beneficial  it  will  be 

to  us,  . 

I  remain,  respectfully,        „'___. 
JOSEPH  J.  CASEY. 

Hew  York. 

[We  willingly  give  publicity  to  the  above  letter,  in 
the  hope  that  we  may  thereby  aid  the  writer  m  carry- 
in°-  out  his  project,  which  has  our  warmest  sympathies. 
It°was  at  one  time  a  cherished  dream  of  our  own  to  es- 
tablish some  similar  means   of  intercommunication   m 
this  country,  but  the  scheme  never  got  beyond  the  em- 
bryonic stage ;    possibly  because  collectors  shunned  the 
semi-publicitv  which  would  have  resulted  from  the  foun- 
dation of  a  society,  or  because  they  were,  though  nume- 
rous, too  scattered  to  permit  of  their  attending  the  nieet- 
inos;  perhaps,  also,  because  the  study  of  stamps  is  one 
which   encourages  rather  the  habit  of  silent  and  perse- 
vering comparison  and  investigation  than  that  of  com- 
munion  and  interchange  of  ideas.     Still,   what  holds 
'  good  here  may  not  be  equally  applicable  m  the  States, 
for  temperament  goes  for  something,  and  in  America  as- 
sociations for  purposes  of  study  and  the  like  take  firmer 
root  than  they  do  here.     It  seems  to  us  that  if  each  branch 
society  were  presided  over  by  a  collector  of  wider  attain- 
ments than  his  brother  members,  and,  therefore,  capable 
of  giving  a  direction  to  the  common  studies,  a  great  point 
would   be   gained.     The  composition  of  essays  on    the 
emissions  of  different  states  should  be  encouraged.      Such 
essays  should  be  more  than  a  barren  enumeration  ot  the 
successive  issues,  they  should  also  include  some  apprecia- 
tion of  the  artistic  merits  of  the  different  types,  and  some 
reference  to  the  circumstances  of  their  issue  to  begin  with. 
Later  on,  the  more  abstruse  details  might  be  studied ;  and, 
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though  such  essays  might  not  contain  much  that  is  really 
new,  the  effort  required  ou  each  writer's  part  to  attain  a 
decent  acquaintance  with  the  issues  which  he  undertakes 
to  discuss,  would  in  the  end  contribute  greatly  to  increase 
the  general  state  of  knowledge.  So  much  has  been 
written  on  almost  every  known  series  that  it  is  in  the 
power  of  any  collector  who  likes  to  take  the  trouble  to  cull 
from  the  pages  of  the  magazines  a  sufficiency  of  interesting 
details  to  fill  and  render  interesting  a  paper  read  before 
the  members  of  a  society.  "With  these  desultory  remarks 
we  must  beg  leave  to  recommend  all  our  American 
friends,  who  may  feel  disposed  to  do  so,  to  communicate 
with  Mr.  Casey,  and  probably  not  a  few  collectors  on  this 
side  will  be  willing  to  join  hands  with  him  in  his  praise- 
worthy effort.— Ed.  6\  C.  M.] 


M.   MOENS    AND     "THE    AMERICAN    JOURNAL 
OF   PHILATELY." 

[Reluctant  as  wc  are  to  occupy  any  further  space  with 
the  absurd  attack  made  on  the  Russian  locals  by  The 
American  Journal  of  Philately,  we  caunot  refuse  the 
shelter  of  our  columns  to  the  following  letter,  addressed 
by  M.  Moens  to  the  Journal  in  reply  to  the  insults  ad- 
dressed to  him.  It  chose  to  assume  that  the  Moresnet 
stamp  was  got  up  as  a  speculation,  whilst  everyone 
knows  that  it  was  simply  a  hoax.  We  were  for  the 
moment  deceived  by  it,  like  almost  everyone  else ;  but 
the  joke  was  such  a  good  one  that  it  carried  its  own  ex- 
cuse with  it,  and  philately  was  none  the  worse  for  the 
hearty  laugh  to  which  it  gave  occasion. — Ed.  S.  C.  J/.] 

To  the  Editor  of 
"  The  American  Journal  of  Philately." 

Sir, — I  protest  against  the  unjustifiable  attack  on  me 
contained  in  No.  104  of  your  journal. 

In  reminding  Mr.  "Quelqu'un"  of  the  Moresnet  stamps 
you  place  me  in  the  same  category  with  Chute  and  other 
like  fry,  whose  drugs  have  no  shadow  of  a  resemblance 
with  the  Moresnet  stamps  noticed  by  me  in  my  journal. 
In  presence  of  the  agreeable  relations  that  have  always 
existed  between  us,  I  am  surprised  to  find  that  you  class 
me  with  a  band  of  rogues,  who  have  taken  and  are  taking 
advantage  of  the  credulity  of  tbe  public,  without  having 
first  obtained  some  information  respecting  these  celebrated 
Moresnet  stamps.  Your  inconsiderateness  in  this  matter 
is  the  less  excusable,  as  you  might,  had  you  cared  to  do 
so,  have  obtained  all  the  information  by  a  perusal  of  Nos. 
52  and  53  of  Le  Timbre- Poste,  of  which  you  have  the 
complete  series.  Besides  which  you  were  not  pressed 
for  time,  for  seven  years  have  elapsed  since  the  revela- 
tion of  the  Moresnet  stamps. 

For  the  benefit,  however,  of  those  of  your  readers  who 
do  not  know  the  history  of  these  stamps,  and  for  yours, 
Sir,  who  appear  to  have  forgotten  it,  I  will  briefly  refer 
to  the  facts  as  related  in  Le  Timbre-  Poste. 

In  April,  1867  (No.  52  of  that  journal),  appealed  a  letter, 
signed  J.  S.  Neom,  dated  Moresnet,  1st  April,  announcing 
that  certain  stamps,  of  which  an  engraving  was  given, 
had  been  proposed  by  Mons.  Decrackt,  the  postmaster, 
and  had  been  printed  by  Messrs.  De  Visch  &  Lirva,  of 
Brussels. 

This  announcement  was  a  piece  of  invented  news  on 
my  part,  by  which  several  of  my  confreres  were  taken  in. 
One  among  the  rest — who  was  always  copying  intelli- 
gence that  I  had  received,  and  denying  that  he  had  done 


so — not  only  appropriated  this  according  to  custom,  but 
even  offered  the  Moresnet  stamps  for  sale,  a  pretty  fan- 
proof — for  which  I  have  never  been  pardoned — that  this 
confrere  copied  from  my  journal  without  acknowledgment, 
and  that  he  offered  for  sale  what  he  did  not  possess. 

The  explanation  of  the  letter  of  Mr.  J.  S.  Neom,  of  the 
1st  of  April,  is  to  be  found  in  the  following  number  for 
May,  and  is  as  follows  : — 

'*  The  free  commune  of  Moresnet  actually  exists,  as  we 
have  said,  but  has  no  post-office  ;  consequently  Monsieur 
Decrackt — pronounced  De  Crack — cannot  be  the  post- 
master. The  commune  is  served  parthr  by  the  post-office 
of  Montzen,  in  Belgium,  and  partly  by  that  of  Herbesthal, 
in  Prussia,  according  as  the  correspondence  comes  from 
one  or  other  of  these  two  countries.  There  are  two  letter- 
boxes, cleared  by  the  respective  postmen  of  the  two  before- 
mentioned  post-offices,  and  the  prepayment  of  the  corre- 
spondence is  effected  by  Belgian  or  Prussian  stamps,  ac- 
cording to  its  destination. 

"  We  have  said  that  the  execution  and  printing  of  the 
stamps  was  due  to  Messrs.  De  Visch  &  Lirva,  of  Brussels. 
We  are  obliged  to  straighten  these  names,  which  are  a 
little  twisted.  The  Flemish  word  De  Visch  is,  when 
translated  into  French,  poisson  ;  which,  connected  with 
the  word  Lirva,  reversed,  gives  us  poisson  d'Avril.*  By 
proceeding  after  the  like  fashion  with  the  name  at  the 
foot  of  the  article  on  Moresnet,  we  find  the  name 
J.  lloens." 

I  would  also  direct  your  attention  to  the  date  of  the 
letter,  the  First  of  April,  the  day  set  apart  for  mystifica- 
tions. Verily  the  hoax  must  have  succeeded  well  when 
you,  Sir,  have  been  taken  in  by  it  after  a  period  of  seven 
years ! 

You  see  then,  Sir,  that  there  is,  as  I  said  at  the  com- 
mencement of  this  letter,  a  vast  difference  between  the 
Moresnet  stamps  and  the  rotten  productions  of  the  Bos- 
tonians.  A  few  copies,  which  I  printed  separately  at  the 
request  of  my  correspondents,  were  announced  in  my 
catalogue,  Nos.  6555-8,  as  Souvenir  du  Timbre-Poste 
d'Avril,  1867  ;  but  the  greater  part  I  gave  away.  Fur- 
ther, the  perforation,  which  is  feigned  in  the  design  of 
the  engraving,  leaves  no  doubt  on  this  point,  and  all  the 
journals  have  sufficiently  spoken  of  it  that  it  should  be 
known. 

I  conclude  this  letter,  already  too  long,  by  expressing 
the  surprise  I  feel  that,  no  doubt  from  a  spirit  of  contra- 
diction, you  disseminate  among  your  readers  suspicions 
which  can  have  no  real  foundation  respecting  the  Russian 
locals.  Divers  collectors  receive  their  stamps  through  the 
medium  of  correspondents  who  may  be  relied  upon ;  the 
director-general  of  the  post  at  St.  Petersburg  certifies 
their  existence  ;  copies  of  the  decrees  creating  them  have 
been  furnished ;  trustworthy  dealers  (Messrs.  Alfred  Smith 
&  Co.  among  others)  certify  with  proofs  in  hand — and  I 
can  do  the  same— that  these  stamps  are  genuine,  and  yet 
you  refuse  to  believe.  I  myself  have  several  letters  from 
the  offices  of  the  local  posts,  and  many  of  my  cor- 
respondents, who  have  undertaken  to  procure  these 
stamps  for  me,  have  a  heap  of  such  letters,  evidence  that 
can  be  seen  and  handled.  "Will  you  still  deny  ?  There  is 
an  end  to  discussion,  and  a  journal  ceases  to  interest  its 
readers  if  the  mind  has  been  made  up  not  to  be  convinced. 
None,  they  say,  are  so  blind  as  those  that  won't  see. 
That  this  letter  may  have  some  effect  in  opening  your  eyes 
is  the  hope  of 

Yours  very  faithfully, 

Brussels.  J.  B.  MOENS. 


*J)onner  tin  poisson 
making  an  April  fool.' 


d'Avril   is    the    equivalent    to 
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TO   OUR  READERS. 

We  take  up  oar  pen  with  infinite  regret  for  the 
purpose  of  informing  our  indulgent  reads rs 
that  this  is  the  last  time  we  shall  have  the 
pleasure  of  addressing  them  in  our  editorial 
capacity.  The  present  n umber  of  The  Stamjp- 
Collector's  Magazine  is  the  concluding  one. 

A  twelvemonth  ago  we  took  occasion  to 
mention,  when  announcing  the  publishers' 
intention  to  advance  the  price  of  the  maga- 
zine, that  it  had  ceased  to  pay  its  way.  The 
hope  then  entertained,  that  the  increase  in 
the  subscription  rate  would  enable  the  pub- 
lishers at  least  to  cover  their  expenses,  has 
not  been  realised.  The  loss  incurred  during 
the  present  year  has  been  heavy,  and  has 
made  the  discontinuance  of  the  magazine 
unavoidable. 

We  believe  our  readers  will  share  our  re- 
gret that  the  extinction  of  the  oldest  phi- 
latelic publication  in  the  English  language 
should  have  become  necessary.  Why  it 
should  of  late  years  have  received  diminished 
support,  is  a  question  which  it  would  be  dif- 
ficult to  answer.  The  lessening  of  its  circu- 
lation cannot  certainly  result  from  any 
diminution  in  the  number  of  collectors,  for 
the  leading  stamp  importers  are  doing  as 
large  a  business  as  ever.  Looked  at  from 
that  point  of  view,  the  stoppage  of  The 
8.  G.  M.,  we  are  glad  to  say,  presents  no  evil 
omen  for  the  future  of  philately  itself. 
Possibly,  however,  the  fact  that  among  its 
votaries  the  proportion  of  those  who  go 
systematically  into  the  study  of  stamps  is 
lamentably  small,  may  account  to  a  certain 
extent  for  the  lack  of  that  practical  sympathy 
without  which  a  publication,  whatever  may 
be  its  character,  cannot  long  exist.  Possibly 
also,  the  popularity  of  prepared  albums  and 
descriptive  catalogues,  in  which  collectors 
find  nearly  all  the  leading  facts  connected 
with  postage  stamp  emissions  grouped  to- 
gether, and  always  at  hand,  may  explain  the 
lukewarmness  of  the  philatelic  public  as  a 
whole.  These  are  the  explanations  which 
most  readily  offer  themselves ;  others  may 
exist,  but  it  is  rather  an  uncongenial  work 
to  speculate  over  the  precise  causes  of  one's 
own  decease,  and  we  will  not  attempt  to 
pursue  the  subject  further. 

VOL.  XII.    No.  HI. 


Still,  we  can  console  ourselves  in  con- 
templating the  demise  of  The  S.  G.  M.  with 
the  consideration  that  it  forms  the  close  of  a 
long  and,  we  may  proudly  add,  an  honour- 
able existence.  The  magazine,  during  the 
twelve  years  in  which  it  has  been  pub- 
lished, has  uniformly  sought  to  advance  the 
interests  of  philately  by  constantly  collecting 
and  diffusing  all  the  information  obtainable 
on  stamps,  and  by  attacking  and  exposing 
shams  and  swindlers.  Scarcely  a  writer 
whose  name  is  known  to  philatelists  but  has 
contributed,  at  one  time  or  another,  to  its 
columns.  Its  early  volumes  reflect  the  eager 
search  after  knowledge,  the  ardent  enthu- 
siasm, the  uncertainties  and  the  antipathies 
of  what  may  be  termed  the  first  generation 
of  philatelists ;  its  later  ones  portray  the 
maturer  acquaintance  with  stamps,  the  scien- 
tific gravity  and  method,  the  wider  grasp, 
and  the  critical  accuracy,  which  characterise 
the  collector  of  the  present  day.  In  1862 
Mount  Brown  was  a  living  power  in  the  new 
world  of  stamp  collectors,  and  Dr.  Cray  was 
standing  forth  in  defence  of  a  contemned 
pursuit.  During  the  long  interval  which 
separates  that  year  from  the  present  one 
some  well  known  writers  have  passed  away 
for  ever,  others  have  retired  from  the  field, 
and  one  or  two  have,  unfortunately,  made 
shipwreck  of  their  reputations  ;  but  among 
those  whose  contributions  enlivened  and  ren- 
dered instructive  the  columns  of  the  first 
volumes  of  The  8.  G.  M.t  there  still  remain 
not  a  few  whose  names  are  familiar  in  the 
mouths  of  collectors  as  household  words. 
Dr.  Viner,  whose  connection  with  the  maga- 
zine was  for  years  of  a  peculiarly  close 
character,  and  who  did  so  much  by  his  terse 
and  genial  writings  to  popularise  the  study 
of  stamps ;  Mr.  Pemberton,  whose  know- 
ledge of  philately  is  unsurpassed  among 
British  collectors,  and  whose  forays  among 
the  kites — the  makers  and  vendors  of  spu- 
rious wares — have  rendered  him  a  terror  to 
evildoers  ;  Fentonia,  whose  ingenious  disqui- 
sitions have  frequently  enlivened  these  pages  ; 
Mr.  Philbrick,  whose  weighty  and  exhaustive 
monographs  are  universally  accepted  as  au- 
thorities on  the  subjects  of  which  they 
treat;  "A  Parisian  Collector,"  who  has 
brought  to  bear  on  the  discussion  of  phila- 
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telic  topics  a  depth,  of  erudition,  a  practical 
spirit,  and  an  acquaintance  with  collections 
and  collectors  which  combine  to  render  his 
contributions  so  enjoyable — these  and  many 
other  earnest  philatelists  of  lesser  note  are 
still  among  us,  and  our  sincerest  thanks  are 
due  to  them  for  the  valuable  aid  they  have 
given  us. 

Nor,  in  making  our  farewell  bow,  must  wTe 
omit  to  thank  our  contemporaries  for  the 
generous  support  which  they  have  almost 
uniformly  accorded  us.  In  their  columns 
we  hope  to  see  philatelic  matters  discussed 
and  philatelic  interests  defended  for  many  a 
year  to  come. 

Lastly,  it  is  our  duty  to  state  that 
although  The  Stamp-Collector's  Magazine  will 
cease  to  exist,  our  publishers  have  decided 
on  issuing  a  monthly  circular,  of  which  the 
first  number  will  appear  on  New  Year's 
day.  It  will  contain,  besides  Messrs.  Alfred 
Smith  &  Co.'s  announcements,  an  article  or 
letter  by  Mr.  Overy  Taylor,  giving  an  ac- 
count of  the  stamps  issued  during  the 
month,  and  keeping  the  readers  of  the  circu- 
lar au  courant  of  philatelic  discoveries  and 
controversies  ;  combining,  in  short,  the  news 
hitherto  given  in  The  IS.  C.  M.  under  the 
headings  of  "Newly-Issued  Stamps"  and 
"  Our  Contemporaries."  As  Mr.  Taylor's 
contributions  to  this  journal  have  been 
kindly  received,  wre  venture  to  hope  that 
similar  favour  will  be  extended  to  his 
monthly  "leader"  in  Messrs.  Smith's  cir- 
cular ;  and  wre  earnestly  solicit  at  our 
readers'  hands  their  support  to  the  new  ven- 
ture, modest  as  it  is.  Having  presented  to 
them  our  successor,  it  only  remains  for  us 
to  subscribe  ourselves,  for  the  last  time, 
their  obedient  servant, 

THE   EDITOR. 

NEWLY-ISSUED   OR   INEDITED 
STAMPS. 

Spain.— We  find  in  The  Philatelist  for 
November  a  description  and  engraving  of 
another  new  Carlist  stamp, — this  time  for 
the  province  of  Valencia.  The  portrait  of 
the  Pretender— if  the  illustration  is  a  correct 
one — certainly  does  not  flatter  him  ;  he  looks 
almost  an  old  man,  and  has  doffed  the  laurel 
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crown  he  recently  assumed ;  the  effigy  is  on 
a  ground  of  open  horizontal  lines,  in  an  oval 
with  arched  scrolled  labels  above  and  below, 
— the  upper  one  inscribed  espana  Valencia, 
the  lower  one  correos  \  real.  *  On  either 
side  of  the  oval  is  a  kind  of  fleur-de-lis, 
and  the  ground  outside  the  oval  is  formed  of 
radiating  lines ;  a  double-lined  exterior 
frame  completes  this  rather  peculiar  stamp. 
It  is  printed  in  red  on  white,  is  unperf orated, 
and  the  separate  stamps  bear  a  single  line  of 
demarcation  where  they  are  to  be  cut  or  torn 
off.  Though  nominally  issued  for  use  in  Va- 
lencia— the  province  which  Don  Alfonso  re- 
cently ravaged,  and  of  which  the  Carlist 
tenure  has  now  become  somewhat  precarious 
— it  appears  that  its  employment  is  not  con- 
fined to  that  region,  but  that  the  stamp  is 
used  in  all  parts  occupied  by  the  Carlists. 

The  Madrid  post-office,  on  its  side,  has 
issued  a  new  10  c.  to  replace  the  stamp  of 
that  value  with  figure  of 
Justice,  which  was  itself 
brought  out  only  a  few 
mo  nths  back.  It  appears 
that  the  latter  has  been 
forged,  and  hence  its  su- 
percession.  The  new  10  c. 
stamp  is  printed  in  brown 
on  thinnish  white,  un- 
watermarked  paper;  and  it  is  worthy  of 
note  that  something  new  in  the  way  of  a 
design  has  been  invented  for  the  occasion. 
The  cordon  of  the  Golden  Fleece  in  this 
fresh  representation  of  the  national  arms  is 
conspicuous  by  its  absence;  we  miss  the 
pendant  sheep-skin,  which  we  presume  has 
been  looked  on  as  a  monarchical  symbol. 

Hungary. — Whilst  the  general  design  of 
the  new  series  agrees  with  the  description 
wc  gave  last  month,  which 
was  based  on  an  exami- 
nation of  the  post  card,  it 
now  appears  that  each 
different  class  of  stamp 
in  the  new  series  has  a 
design  differing  more  or 
less  from  that  of  the 
others.  Our  first  illus- 
tration represents  the  adhesive  letter  stamp 
of  which  there  are  four  values — 2  kr.,  3  kr., 
5  kr.,  and  10  kr.  ;  the  journal  stamp  (engra- 
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ving  No.  2)  lias  no  triangular  ornaments, 
but  has  white  spaces  instead,  and  is  not  per- 
forated, and  differs  from  the  first  type  in 
the  shape  of  the  crown.  The  envelopes  (en- 
graving JSTo.  3) — 3  kr.  green,  5  kr.  red,  and  10 
kr.  blue — resemble  in  general  the  perfo- 
rated adhesives,  but  the  crown  is  more  like 
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No.  2. 


No.  3. 


that  of  the  journal  stamp,  and  the  corner 
triangles  are  formed  by  vertical  lines  crossing 
the  horizontal.  The  post  card  differs  from  all 
the  others  in  the  narrowness  of  the  lateral 
branches  and  the  shape  of  the  crown. 

There  are  also  differences  in  the  mode  of 
engraving  ;  the  perforated  adhesives  and  the 
journal  stamp  are  engraved  in  taille-douce  ; 
the  envelope  stamps  are  lithographed,  and 
the  only  part  of  the  design  in  relief  is  the 
representation  of  an  envelope  in  the  centre  ; 
the  post  card  also  is  lithographed,  but  the 
iv hole  of  the  central  design  is  embossed. 

Beside  the  above  types  there  is  also  a 
journal-tax  stamp,  resembling  in  many 
points  the  superseded  values  of  the  same  class. 
The  Austrian  double-head- 
ed eagle  appears  behind 
the  circular  disk.  We  are 
rather  surprised  to  find  it 
on  an  Hungarian  stamp, 
even  though,  as  in  the  pre- 
sent instance,  the  place  of 
honour  be  given  to  the  Hungarian  arms, 
seeing  the  jealous  strictness  with  which  the 
issuing  country  asserts  its  independence 
of  the  Austrian  empire.  Assuredly  the 
representation  of  the  eagle  is  a  trifling 
matter,  but  when  we  find  a  special  series  of 
stamps  issued,  from  which  even  the  portrait 
of  the  common  ruler  of  both  countries  is 
excluded,  and  the  Magyar  crown  alone 
depicted,  and  know  that  the  issue  of  a 
separate  series  forms  part  of  a  system,  we 
may  reasonably  be  surprised  at  finding  the 


Austrian  eagle  creeping  in  on  a  supplemen- 
tary stamp.  Perhaps  its  presence  is  the 
result  of  some  particular  agreement  between 
the  two  countries  respecting  the  stamp-tax, 
in  which  case  the  eagle  would  have  its 
mison  d'etre.  Knowing  as  we  do  that  the 
decision  respecting  the  design  of  a  series  of 
stamps  is  not  taken  until  after  a  close 
examination  of  the  essays  or  drawings 
submitted,  we  cannot  but  think  that  if 
the  eagle  was  allowed  to  pass  by  the 
Hungarian  post-office,  there  was  a  reason 
for  its  presence  beyond  what  might  be  found 
in  its  suitability  as  a  secondary  ornament. 

Sarawak. — We  are  indebted  to  Mr.  H.  A.  de 
Joannis  for  a  sight  of  five  proofs  of  what  is 
stated  to  be  a  forthcoming 
issue  for  this  rajahship. 
The  design  is  that  of  the 
current  three  cent  stamp, 
possibly  a  trifle  modified 
and  touched  up  in  detail, 
but  to  all  appearance  the 
same.  The  colours  of  the 
proofs,  which  are  the 
adopted  ones,  are  as  follow  : — 

Two  cents  mauve,  on  lilac  tinted  paper. 

Four     ,,     brown,  on  yellow  paper. 

Six        ,,     green,  on  green-tinted  paper. 

Eight  ,,     Prus.  blue,     on  blue-tinted  paper. 
Twelve,,     carmine-rose  on  rose  paper. 

Our  correspondent  informs  us  that  there 
is  a  sixth  value,  viz.,  24  cents,  of  which  he 
does  not  know  the  colour,  and  that  all  six 
are  to  be  issued  on  the  1st  of  January, 
perforated.  He  adds,  "  Whatever  they  may 
be,  they  are  certainly  not  forgeries."  That 
much  is  certain,  and  we  shall  soon  see 
whether  the  stamps  are  put  in  circulation. 
A  forgery  of  the  three  cents,  printed  in  blue 
on  white  and  perforated  11,  made  its  appear- 
ance a  short  time  since,  but  Mr.  de  Joannis 
says  he  has  succeeded  in  stopping  the  sale 
of  it. 

United  States. — From  The  A.  J.  P.  we 
get  information  of  the  projected  issue  of 
another  band  of  stamps,  this  time  not  for 
departmental  correspondence,  but  for  news- 
paper postage.  It  is  assumed  that  the  series 
will  consist  of  the  following  values  :  1,  2, 
3,  4,  6,  8,  9,  10,  12,  21,  3(3,  48,  60,  72,  84, 
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96  cents,  2,  3,  G,  12,  24,  36  and  60  dollars  ! 
This  is  good  news  for  the  collectors  of 
unobliterated  stamps.  If  only  there  happen 
to  be  a  few  subtypes,  or  marked  colour- 
varieties  in  the  60  dollar  stamps,  a  series  of 
nnused  specimens  will  decidedly  present  a 
rich  appearance,  and  at  the  same  time 
necessitate  the  application  of  a  lock  and  key 
to  the  albnm.  The  issue  of  these  high 
values  is  likely  to  give  an  impetus  to  the 
nefarious  practice  of  stamp  cleaning.  The 
United  States  post-office  is. said  to  lose  no 
less  a  sum  than  200,000  dollars  per  annum, 
by  the  fraudulent  employment  of  stamps 
from  which  the  postmarks  have  been  effaced, 
and  unless  the  new  stamps  are  printed  in 
some  peculiar  ink,  or  a  biting  ink  is  used  for 
the  postmark,  the  States  may  very  possibly 
be  defrauded  of  a  much  larger  amount. 
Our  contemporary  is  of  opinion  that  the 
forthcoming  stamps  will  be  used  for  letter 
postage,  "as  there  is  no  use  for  ale.  for 
newspaper  postage,  the  lowest  rate  being 
2  c.  per  pound  or  fraction  of  a  pound,"  in 
which  case  we  presume  they  would  be 
employed  concurrently  with  the  existing 
series. 

It  appears  that  there  is  to  be  a  fresh 
series  of  stamped  envelopes,  which  would 
have  seen  the  light  ere  this,  but  that  the 
manufacturer's  operations  have  been  in  some 
mysterious  way  retarded  by  the  action  of 
jealous  rivals.  The  engraver  has  received 
orders  to  follow  as  closely  as  possible  the 
designs  of  the  current  envelopes,  so  that 
between  the  old  and  new  issues,  there  will 
be  only  that  difference  of  detail  which  exists 
between  a  model  and  a  copy.  "  There  is 
some  talk,"  says  The  A.  J.  P.,  in  official 
circles,  of  suppressing  some  values,  and 
issuing  others  in  their  place.  If  this  turn 
out  to  be  correct,  the  forthcoming  series 
will  prove  more  interesting.  From  another 
article  in  The  A.  J.  P.  we  find  that  books 
with  counterfoils  will  be  kept,  in  which  to 
note  the  postage  received  for  newspapers. 
The  money  received  will  be  acknowledged 
on  the  receipt  delivered  to  the  purchaser, 
and  an  equivalent  number  of  stamps  affixed 
by  the  post-office  clerk  to  the  counterfoil, 
and  obliterated.  The  intention  is  to  furnish 
statistics  of  the  operation  of  the  new  rates. 


A  registration  envelope  has  just  been  sup- 
plied to  the  postal  department.  The  ]STew 
York  journal  gives  a  verbatim  copy  of  the 
instructions  with  which  it  is  covered.  They 
are  remarkable  as  showing  the  extreme  care 
taken  of  registered  letters  by  the  United 
States  post-office,  and  as  such  letters  must 
occasionally  pass  through  the  hands  of 
illiterate  postmasters  in  remote  parts,  the 
instructions  are  no  doubt  very  necessary. 
From  a  purely  philatelic  point  of  view  the 
envelope  is  uninteresting. 

Russian  Locals — Ousistsolsk  (Vologda). — 
The  plain  type-set  stamps  which  were 
recently  discovered  are  the  successors  of 
the  quaintly  designed 
emission  here  figured. 
Guided  by  the  scroll 
which  crosses  the 
stamp,  we  should  have 
taken  it  to  be  an  up- 
right rectangle,  if  it 
were  not  that  that 
position  would  place  the  bear  in  an  un- 
natural attitude.  We  owe  our  acquaintance 
with,  and  engraving  of,  the  design  to  our 
Belgian  confrere.  It  appears  from  our 
illustration  that  the  bear  is  coming  out  from 
behind  a  fir-tree,  but  we  should  hesitate  to 
guarantee  that  such  is  really  the  case. 
This,  the  first  issue  for  Oustsisolsk  is  said  to 
have  been  put  in  circulation  on  the  1st 
February,  1872.  Its  value  is  3  kop ;  the 
colour  black  on  yellow.  We  are  at  a  loss  to 
imagine  what  could  have  induced  the 
authorities  to  withdraw  it  in  favour  of  the 
commonplace  stamps  now  in  use. 

Ochansh   (Perm). — We   are  now   able   to 
give   an   engraving   of  the    stamp   for   this 
district,  which  was  sum- 
marily     described     last 
month.  It  is  a  more  hand- 
some    impression     than 
we  could  have  expected 
from  the  account  given 
of  it  by  a  contemporary. 
The      meaning     of    the 
shells,    which   form   the 
armorial  bearings,  would  be  worth  discover- 
This  stamp  is  lithographed  in  blue  on 
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white 

DuchuwscldscliincL    (Smolensk),  or 
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Tim  bre-  Poste  spells  it — Douchowchetschina — 
possesses  a  stamp  of  which   other  districts 

are  not  likely  to 
be  jealous.  The 
force  of  simplicity 
could  no  further 
&  °-      go.   The  Duchow- 

schtschinese  must 
be  a  grave  primi- 
tive sort  of  people, 
careless  of  the  lit- 
tle graces  of  ornament,  and  scornful  of 
heraldic  pomp,  if  this  stamp  is  to  their 
liking.  The  blank  square,  it  is  true,  serves  a 
purpose — the  date  is  inserted  in  it  with  pen 
and  ink, — but  it  might  have  been  filled  with 
something  more  striking.  The  date  in  the 
copy  whence  our  engraving  was  taken, 
is  the  13th  July,  1874,  but  whether  it  is 
that  of  the  entire  emission,  or  merely 
indicates  the  day  on  which  this  particular 
specimen  was  employed,  does  not  appear. 
This  stamp,  of  the  lowest  postal  formation, 
is  printed  in  black  on  dark  blue  paper,  and 
of  the  value  of  3  kop. 

Malmysch  (Viatka). — The  emission  for 
Malmysch  was  among  those  described  last 
month.  The  inscription  in  the  centre  signi- 
fies 2  kop.  per  loth.  The 
loth,  as  most  readers  are 
aware,  is  a  weight,  and 
forms  the  basis  of  the 
German  postal  tariffs.  We 
should  understand  from 
this  inscription  that  the  value  of  the  stamp 
is  2  kop.,  but  M.  Moens  gives  it,  perhaps  by 
typographical  error,  as  5  kop.  It  comes 
from  a  government  which,  up  to  the  present 
time,  has  not  given  us  anything  very 
remarkable  in  the  way  of  stamp  designs,  the 
issues  of  Kotelnich  and  Nolinsk  being  below 
the  average  of  merit. 

WuRTEMBURG. — Mr.  de  Joannis  sends  us  a 
cut  3  kreuzer  Wurtemburg  envelope  stamp, 
which  appears  to  have  been  the  subject  of 
some  experiment — possibly  aii  unofficial  one. 
There  is  a  kind  of  frame  or  pattern  all  round 
the  stamp,  and  apparently  printed  after  the 
latter  was  struck.  It  consists  of  blue 
horizontal  lines  crossed  by  white  ones, 
forming  a  lozenge  pattern,  something  like 
wThat  may  be  found  on  the  backs  of  cards. 


Have  any  of  our  readers  met  with  similar 
specimens  ? 

Antioquia. — These   three    engravings   re- 
present the   stamps   which  we  described  at 


length  last  month.  With  regard  to  the  two 
higher  denominations,  our  illustrations  are 
likely  to  have  a  per- 
manent value ;  for 
stamps  worth,  respect- 
ively, 8/-  and  20/-  in 
the  country  in  which 
they  are  used,  are  not 
likely  to  find  their 
way  over  here  in  any 
great  number.  We 
are  apt  to  look  on  a 
"*  five-shilling  stamp  as 
something  of  a  curiosity,  but  in  New 
Granada  its  importance  would  be  singularly 
dwarfed  in  the  presence  of  labels  which 
cannot  be  bought  for  less  than  a  couple 
of  sovereigns.  It  is  true  the  designs  of 
these  high  values  are  not  remarkable  for 
richness,  and  the  Antioquian  5  pesos  above 
represented,  is  no  handsomer  than  its 
brethren.  In  point  of  originality  the 
plebeian  50  centavos  is  far  preferable. 
This  latter  stamp,  it  should  be  mentioned,  is 
characterised  by  an  orthographical  over- 
sight ;  the  tail  of  the  Q  in  the  name  of  the 
state  has  not  been  added,  and  the  word 
consequently  reads  Antionuia. 

Italy.— The  editor  of  The  Philatelist  gives 
the  following  account  of  a  peculiar  stamp, 
resembling  in  some  respects  the  Xew  Grana- 
dine  cuhiertas. 

"  While  in  Italy,  we  noticed  at  several 
of  the  hotels  that  the  native  journals  arrived 
unstamped  otherwise  than  by  an  adhesive 
label,  evidently  employed  in  substitution  for 
the  regular  stamp,  and  therefore,  we  presume, 
entitled   to   rank    among    postage    stamps. 
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That  under  description  measures  about  fonr 
inches  by  three-quarters.  It  has  four  lines 
of  print.  At  the  upper  left  is  a  number 
(2460),  followed  by  abboxamexto  postale, 
postal  subscription:  then  five  btcembre, 
1874.  till,  &c.  The  other  three  lines 
consist  of  name  and  address  of  the  consignee. 
At  the  lower  left  is  capital  z ;  at  the  right, 
the  numeral  4.  Printed  in  black  on  yellow. 
We  vainly  tried  at  many  Italian  post-offices, 
Milan  included,  to  procure  any  of  the 
stamps  employed  for  the  reception  of  regis- 
tered letters  when  received  otherwise  than 
personally.  The  latter  office  was  the  sole 
one  wherein  they  had  ever  been  heard  of ; 
but  even  there  nobody  knew  whence  they 
were  to  be  had  !  " 

Natal. — Annexed  is  an  engraving  of  the 
five  shilling  stamp  mentioned  in  our  October 
number,  and  coloured 
a  reddish  lilac.  Its 
general  resemblance 
to  the  5.  -  Trinidad 
will  at  once  be  per- 
ceived, but  the  pat- 
tern of  the  circular 
frame  is  different, 
and  irreverent  people 
might  suggest  that 
the  profile  looks  as  if 
it  were  in  the  centre  of  a  dinner-plate. 

Cape  of  Good  Hope. — One  of  two  things 
may  be  safely  advanced  respecting  the 
sixpence  lilac  :  either  it  is  not  used  at  all,  or 
an  enormous  stock  must  have  been  printed 
off.  A  few  years  ago,  when  the  supply  of 
the  4d.  blue  ran  low,  resort  was  had  to  the 
sixpenny,  which  made  its  appearance  as  a 
provisional  stamp.  This  time  it  is  the 
penny  carmine,  of  which  the  stock  is 
exhausted,  and  again  the  inevitable  sixpence 
is  called  into  service.  The  transformation 
is  effected  by  effacing  the  original  value 
with  a  bar  of  red.  as  on  the  previous  occasion, 
and  printing  the  words  ONE  penny  in  red  in 
ca)>itaJ  letters  just  under  the  upper  margin. 

GrRIQuALASD  Wi  st. — It  appears  from  The 
Philatelist  that  the  sixpence  lilac  of  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  "  with  the  words  of 
value  blotched  out  in  red,  and  a  written 
surcharge  Id.  sprawling  across  the  stamps," 
is  in  use  at    the   Diamond  Fields,  but  the 
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correspondent  of  our  contemporary  adds 
that  it  is  not  the  forerunner  of  a  permanent 
issue,  "as  the  normal  penny  red  Capes  will 
return  to  service  when  a  supply  is  received." 
From  this  it  appears  to  us  to  result  that  the 
sixpence  lilac  surcharged  Id.  by  hand,  is 
merely  an  accidental  variety  of  the  pro- 
visional Cape  penny  described  above  under 
the  heading,  "Cape  of  Good  Hope."  and  not 
a  special  provisional  for  the  Diamond  Fields. 
East  Indies. — TVe  an- 
nex an  engraving  of  the 
stamp  described  in  a  re- 
cent number.  The  value 
is  disposed  in  rather  an  un- 
graceful manner  ;  but, 
taken  altogether,  the  rupee 
stamp  appears  to  be  rather 
an  improvement  on  the 
ordinary  type,  and  the  key  pattern  is  quite 
an  innovation. 

Helsixgfoes. — TVe  have  just  received, 
says  The  Philatelist,  a  post  card  for  Helsing- 
fors,  or  rather  a  piece  of  stout  paper  folded 
in  two  with  a  narrow  flap  gummed  for 
adhesion,  after  the  style  of  the  well-known 
essay  of  the  United  States.  It  bears  a 
10  pennia  stamp  to  the  left;  koreespoxpex- 
skoet  above  ;  brace  of  dotted  address  lines 
commencing  with  till,  ending  with  gatax  xo, 
and  stadspostex  i  helsixgfob's  beneath, 
double  lines  below.  Eather  small  size, 
green  on  white. 

Tasmaxia. — We  learn  from  Le  Timhre- 
Poste  that  the  entire  series  of  Tasmanian 
stamps  has  just  been  issued  watermarked 
cc  and  crown,  and  coloured  as  follow : — 


One  penny, 

carmine-rose. 

Twopence, 
Threepence, 

green, 
brown. 

Fourpence, 
Xinepence, 
Tenpence, 

Five  shillings, 

blue. 
vellow. 
lilac, 
violet. 

CANADA. — The  current  series  has  received 
an  addition  in  the  shape  of  a  10  cent  pale 
rose.  It  is  of  the  same  design  as  the  2  c. 
green,  but  with  the  numeral  10  in  the  upper 
angles.  The  15  cents  of  the  large  series  is 
still  in  use.  and  has  just  made  its  appear- 
ance in  a  dull  deep  mauve. 
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OUR   CONTEMPORARIES. 

The  Philatelist. — The  three  numbers  before 
us  contain  the  usual  enumeration  of  new 
issues,  instalments  of  Spud  papers,  and 
reviews  of  the  philatelic  press.  Of  several 
recent  emissions  our  Brighton  contemporary 
has  been  fortunate  in  having  the  first  sight, 
of  which  fact  due  acknowledgment  has 
been  made,  on  copying  the  descriptions 
into  these  columns.  "  The  Spud  Papers  " 
are  as  useful  as  Oever.  In  the  November 
number  a  remarkably  effective  forgery  of 
the  40  c.  Cuban,  18()7,  is  gibbeted,  and  a 
copy  of  the  counterfeit,  following  the  usual 
rule,  accompanies  the  description.  It  is  an 
imitation  very  difficult  indeed  to  pick  to 
pieces,  but  a  collector  who  has  had  any  real 
experience  in  examining  and  handling 
stamps,  ought  not  to  be  deceived  by  it. 
Like  all  lithographs,  it  lacks  that  sharpness 
of  outline  which  characterises  an  engraved 
stamp,  however  poorly  drawn.  We  refer 
specially  to  this  forgery  because  it  appears 
to  be  typical  of  a  large  class.  Anyone 
might  be  deceived  by  it  at  a  first  glance,  no 
one  ought  to  be  at  a  second. 

The  "  Descriptive  Catalogue  of  the  Russian 
Locals  "  is  making  good  progress,  though  the 
editor  frequently  gives  vent  to  his  dissatis- 
faction at  the  appearance  of  stamps  which 
he  cannot  now  include  in  their  proper  place, 
as  their  names  happen  to  begin  with  letters 
which  he  has  passed.  We  notice  that  he 
spells  many  of  the  names  in  a  different  way 
from  that  in  which  they  are  usually  written, 
thus  : — 

Dankov  for    Dankoif 

Egorievsk 
Gdov 

Kirilov  „      Kiriloff 

Mariupol  „      Mariopol 

Novaia  Ladoga    „      Novaja  Ladoga 
Orgaev  ,,      Orgueiff 

Pereyaslav  ,,      Perejaslav 

and  so  on.  It  would  seem  that  the  English 
spelling  of  these  words  is  open  to  a  certain 
degree  of  variation.  The  editor  of  The 
Plulatelist  adopts  the  termination  ov  instead 
of  off,  and,  acting  upon  that  rule,  we  pre- 
sume would  spell  Gortschakoff  and  Schou- 
valoff,  Gortschakov  and  Schouvalov.     Evi- 


Egorieff: 
Gdoff 


dently  he  has  gone  fully  into  the  question  of 
the  orthography  of  the  names  of  the  Russian 
districts,  for  we  find  him  mentioning  that 
on  the  maps  Egorieff  is  written  Jegorievsk ; 
Ekaterinoslav,  Iekaterinoslav ;  Elizavetgrad, 
Jelizavetgrad,  &c.  In  such  cases  the  J 
would  take  the  sound  of  i  or  e. 

With  respect  to  the  stamp  for  Pereslav 
Zaleski,  our  contemporary  remarks  that  the 
second  word  does  not  appear  on  the  stamp, 
the  inscription  reading  thus  :  pereslavskaya 
rural  post  vlad.  gov.  Our  St.  Petersburg 
correspondent  called  our  attention  to  the 
same  fact  in  a  letter  we  intended  publishing, 
and  also  stated  that  in  any  case  the  word 
Zaleski  did  not  signify  in  or  beyond  the 
forest,  the  proper  expression  being  Zalesnoi. 
He  further  observes  that  in  his  copy  of 
the  Melitopol  stamp  the  postman  is  not 
smoking.  We  observe  that  The  Philatelist 
mentions  the  issue  last  year  of  the  same  de- 
sign as  that  of  1872,  excepting  that  the 
cigar  between  the  postman's  lips  is  extinct. 
This  may  be  the  variety  to  which  our  cor- 
respondent refers  as  being  in  contradiction 
with  the  well-known  type.  We  notice  that, 
with  regard  to  the  Podolsk  stamp,  our  con- 
temporary repeats  the  suggestion,  first  made 
in  these  pages,  that  the  objects  depicted  on 
it  are  stone-breaker's  hammers.  The  con- 
jecture may  be  correct,  but  we  think  it 
worth  while  to  mention  that,  a  few  days 
back,  we  met  with  an  adhesive  seal  used  by 
a  firm  of  ironfounders  in  Alsace,  on  which 
two  crossed  hammers,  of  the  same  shape  as 
those  on  the  Podolsk  stamp,  were  por- 
trayed. May  it  not  be  that  there'  are  iron 
works  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Podolsk,  and 
that  the  hammers  are  smiths'  hammers  ? 

Le  Tintore-Poste. — The  most  noticeable 
article  in  the  September  number  is  a  short  one 
signed  by  Mr.  J.  Livada,  of  Constantinople, 
treating  of  the  Morton  stamps.  We  last  re- 
ferred to  them  ourselves  in  June,  1873, 
when  discussing  M.  Moens's  strictures  on  Mr. 
Panopoulo,  and  the  latter's  reply.  We  then 
took  occasion  to  express  the  opinion  that  the 
Morton  stamps,  taken  altogether,  were  not 
inferior  to  those  of  other  private  offices,  and 
we  are  glad  to  find  that  in  substance  our 
opinion  is  confirmed  by  a  gentleman  who, 
writing    on   the   spot,  had  every   means. of 
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ascertaining  the  facts.  He  gives  the  fol- 
lowing list  of  stamps,  which  unquestionably 
were  current : — 

1869.     Round  stamp,  without  steamer. 

Blue  on  red    '     20  paras. 

Red  on  blue         40      „ 

1869.  Same  type,  with  steamer. 
Blue  on  red         20  paras. 
Red  on  blue        40      „ 

1870.  Vessel  in  oval,  perf. 

20  paras         green  on  white. 

1  piastre       vermilion. 

2  „  blue. 

1872.  Journal  stamp,  carmine  and  black 
on  bluish  paper,  unpei'f . 

10  paras  (surcharged  in  red  letter). 

1872.  Same  stamp,  black  and  red  on 
white,  perf. 

10  paras. 

The  round  stamps,  printed  in  red  on 
yellow  white  and  rose,  and  in  blue  or  green. 
on  blue,  yellow,  and  white,  are  condemned 
as  fancy  impressions  which  were  never  in 
use.  As  far  as  they  are  concerned  Mr. 
Panopoulo  is  decidedly  blameable,  for  he 
must  be  held  responsible  for  their  issue;  but 
it  is  satisfactory  to  find  that  the  successive 
emissions,  as  above  catalogued,  had  a  bond- 
fide  postal  character.  Mr.  Livada  says  that 
the  round  stamps  were  not,  as  supposed, 
applied  as  seals  to  the  letters,  but  printed  in 
advance  on  ungummed  paper.  They  were 
affixed  to  the  letters  delivered  at  the  com- 
pany's office.  The  arrangement  made  in 
1870  with  the  English  post  in  Constan- 
tinople, for  the  reception  and  reforwarding 
of  letters,  gave  rise  to  the  issue  of  the  three 
stamps, — 20  paras,  green;  1  piastre,  ver- 
milion; and  2  pe.,  blue.  The  10  paras  of 
1872  served  equally  for  letters  and  journals, 
as  stated  by  us  in  vol.  x. 

The  October  number  contains  a  farther  re- 
ference to  the  Corrientes  stamps.  A  letter 
received  from  a  correspondent  who  had  sup- 
plied obliterated  copies  is  quoted.  It  con- 
firms the  information  already  given,  to  the 
effect  that  the  suppression  of  the  Corrientes 
stamps,  though  decreed,  has  not  been  carried 
out.  A  letter  sent  to  Goya  in  March  last, 
and  returned  to  Buenos  Ayres,  bore  a  Corri- 
entes stamp,  and  also  one  of  the  Argentine 
stamps. 


To  this  article  succeeds  a  description  of 
a  forged  Cuban  50  centimo  de  peseta  (head 
of  Amadeus)  which  had  passed  the  post,  and 
then  comes  a  criticism  on  Col.  Mainwaring's 
description  of  the  first  half  anna  Indian 
stamps.  Our  contemporary  finds  fault  with 
the  reasons  advanced  by  our  contributor  for 
the  successive  issue  of  the  half  anna  in 
black,  red,  and  blue,  because  such  reasons, 
whilst  sufficient  to  explain  the  changes  of 
colour  by  themselves,  are  inadequate  to 
justify  the  changes  in  design  which  coincided 
with  them.  The  theft  of  a  packet  of  black 
half  anua  stamps  would  be  a  sufficient  cause 
for  changing  the  colour  and  even  the  type ; 
but,  argues  Le  Timbre-Poste,  if  the  type  were 
modified  it  would  be  so  to  a  more  manifest 
extent  than  appears  in  this  instance.  As  to 
the  change  of  colour  from  red  to  blue,  because 
the  supply  of  red  ink  ran  short,  that  also 
would  be  an  insufficient  motive  for  re-engra- 
ving the  design.  Furthermore,  he  adds  that 
the  red  and  black  half  annas  were  both 
simply  proofs  and  nothing  more.  In  reply, 
we  would  inquire  how  it  comes  to  happen 
that  the  three  stamps — black,  red,  and  blue — 
are  all,  according  to  Le  Tlmbre-Poste,  from 
different  stones.  TVhat  motive  could  have 
existed  for  making  three  distinct  but  nearly 
identical  drawings  of  the  same  type  ?  Are 
we  to  suppose  that  the  black  essay  was 
rejected  in  favour  of  the  red  one,  and  that 
the  blue  was  finally  adopted  as  superior  to 
the  others,  or  that  all  three  designs  were 
presented  together  for  the  administration  to 
select  from  ?  Surely  either  of  these  ideas  is 
more  opposed  to  common  sense  than  that  the 
post-office  people,  new  to  the  work  as  they 
then  were,  should  have  heaped  precaution 
on  precaution  at  each  successive  change  in 
colour.  Our  contemporary  should  also  re- 
mark that  Col.  Mainwaring  does  not  say 
the  black  stamp  was  ever  issued  ;  it  was  on 
the  point  of  being  issued  when  the  theft  of  a 
packet  was  discovered.  With  respect  to  the 
red,  also,  our  contributor  states  that  it  was 
withdrawn  after  only  a  few  had  been  issued 
to  the  public.  That  of  those  few  none  have 
ever  fallen  into  collectors'  hands  is  not  very 
astonishing.  Where  we  were  open  to  blame 
was  in  not  appending  a  foot-note  to  Col. 
Mainwaring's  description  of  these  stamps,  to 
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remedy  his  omission  to  state  that  the  three 
several  issues,  or,  at  any  rate,  the  red  and 
blue,  were  from  different  dies. 

Le  Timbre-Poste  for  October  concludes 
with  a  description  of  a  spurious  series  of 
Carlist  stamps,  said  to  have  been  concocted 
by  M.  Paltzer,  of  Brussels,  who,  to  give 
them  a  more  genuine  appearance,  had  them 
printed  and  perforated  by  MM.  Gonweloos 
freres,  of  that  city.  The  pretender's  head 
is  in  an  oval ;  a  bull-dog  look  has  been  given 
him  which  is  far  from  nattering.  In  the 
left  upper  corner  is  something  intended  for 
three  fleurs-de-lis,  and  on  the  right  the  tower 
of  Arragon.  These  humbugs  are  printed  in 
the  following  colours  : — 

2  cuartos  green. 

4       ,,  brown. 

12       ,,  yellow. 

1  real  blue. 

2  „  red. 

We  must  not  omit  to  add  that  the  number 
under  review  contains  an  invitation  to  col- 
lectors, who  may  desire  to  join  the  Parisian 
Timbrological  Society,  to  send  in  their  names 
to  M.  Monnerot,  57,  Rue  de  Chateaudun, 
Paris. 

In  the  November  number  of  Le  Timbre- 
Poste  the  principal  article  is  one  treating  of 
the  Luxemburg  post  cards.  Full  but  puzz- 
ling details  of  six  different  issues  are  given. 
We  cannot  profess  to  be  able  to  condense  a 
description  of  this  kind,  and  therefore  must 
content  ourselves  with  giving  the  dates. 

1.  October,  1870.     Black  imp. 
1st  edition  (1st  October). 

German  inscription  ;  reddish  brown, 
yellowish  brown. 
2nd  edition.     10th  October. 

German  inscription  ;  light  buff. 
French  inscription  ;  light  buff. 

2.  1st  January,  1873.     Black  imp.. 

German  inscription ;  lemon. 

3.  1st  January,  1874.     Black  imp. 

French  inscription  ;  deep  yellow. 

4.  10th  February,  1874.     Black  imp. 

German  inscr  iption  ;  orange-yellow. 

5.  20th  May,  1874.     Black  imp. 

Parallel  German  and  French  in- 
scriptions, on  one  and  the  same 
card  ;  orange-yellow. 


6.   Cards    with    stamps    on    right    upper 
corner,  and  shield  >A  arms  in  left. 
1st  edition.     1st  June,  1871. 
5  centimes  violet  on  white. 

G         ,,  reddish  lilac  on  pale 

flesh. 
2nd  edition.     10th  August,  1874  (mo- 
dified frame). 
5  centimes         violet  on  bluish  white. 
G  ,,  reddish  lilac  on  deeper 

flesh. 

Of  the  first  edition  of  the  inaugural  type 
only  950  copies  were  struck  off,  of  which 
850  were  on  yellowish  brown  and  100  on 
reddish  brown.  Specimens  of  this  issue  are 
consequently  very  rare. 

Of  the  German  card — Type  1,  2nd  edition 
— ten  copies  on  thick  pressed  (glossy)  car- 
tridge paper,  of  a  light  flesh  colour,  were 
printed  as  specimens  for  the  German  post- 
offices. 

Of  type  4  there  are  two  varieties,  differing 
from  each  other  in  the  pattern  of  the  border. 
Of  type  G  the  first  edition  consisted  of  only 
3000  of  each  value. 

The  first  two  types  were  printed  by 
Theophilus  Schroell ;  the  third  by  Victor 
Buck ;  the  remaining  three  by  Pierre 
Brack.  The  blocks  of  the  stamp  and  shield 
on  the  sixth  were  supplied  by  the  firm  of 
Naumann,  at  Frankfort- on -Maine.  Evidently 
the  Luxemburg  post-office  is  either  very  diffi- 
cult to  please,  or  very  anxious  to  be  impar- 
tial in  the  distribution  of  its  not  very  impor- 
tant patronage. 

The  November  number  of  the  Belgian 
journal  winds  up  with  a  critique  on  Mr. 
Tiffany's  article  on  the  five  cent  envelopes, 
supposed  by  that  gentleman  to  have  been 
issued  by  the  New  York  postmaster  in  1845. 
As  we  have  already  reprinted  the  article 
itself,  from  The  Philatelist,  our  readers  will 
be  in  a  position  to  judge  for  themselves  of 
the  value  of  our  contemporary's  opinion, 
which  is  against  the  probability  of  the  enve- 
lopes having  been  actually  issued.  He 
argues  thus  :  The  editor  of  The  Express, 
who  states  that  he  has  seen  the  stamped  en- 
velopes, speaks  only  of  envelopes  having 
been  prepared  for  sale.  Hence  it  would  ap- 
pear that  on  the  7th  July,  1845,  when  The 
Express  announced  the  news,  they  were  not 
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in  use.  Mr.  Tiffany,  who  has  gone  through 
all  the  numbers  of  that  journal,  finds  no 
further  trace  of  them,  and  on  the  14th  July 
The  Express  published  a  notice,  emanating 
from  the  postmaster,  of  the  emission  of  the 
5  cent  adhesives.  If  the  issue  of  envelopes 
had  taken  place,  it  is  probable  it  would 
have  formed  the  subject  of  a  similar  notice  ; 
and,  as  none  was  published,  it  results  that 
the  envelopes,  prepared  perhaps  to  meet  any- 
possible  hitch  or  delay  in  printing  off  the 
stamps,  never  saw  the  light.  The  -Express 
itself  when  commenting,  in  its  impression  of 
the  14th  July,  on  the  issue  of  the  adhesive 
5  cents,  says  nothing  more  about  the  enve- 
lopes which  its  editor  had  seen  so  short  a 
time  before.  This  reasoning  carries  a  large 
measure  of  probability  with  it.  The  issue  of 
adhesives  could  not  have  been  decided  on 
and  carried  into  execution  in  a  single  week, 
that  is  to  say,  between  the  7th  and  the  14th 
July,  1845.  The  stamps  must  have  been  in 
existence  when  the  editor  of  The  Express 
saw  the  envelopes,  and  the  latter  can  hardly 
have  been  issued  for  a  seven  days'  currency. 
Possibly,  however,  they  were  sold  at  the 
office  concurrently  with  the  adhesives,  and 
were  issued  to  meet  the  convenience  of 
people  who  preferred  stamped  envelopes  to 
adhesive  stamps.  We  are  bound  to  say, 
though,  that  this  hypothesis  rests  on  a  very 
slender  basis,  for,  if  the  envelopes  were  on 
sale,  the  postmaster  would,  presumably, 
have  mentioned  the  fact  in  the  circular  in 
in  which  he  announced  the  issue  of  the  ad- 
hesives. 

The  American  Journal  of  Philately. — Of 
the  three  numbers  before  us,  the  first  two 
appear  with  Mr.  Casey's  name  as  editor  on 
the  title  pages  ;  from  the  third  it  is  effaced, 
under  circumstances  which  are  related  else- 
where. The  "  History  of  Postage  Stamps  " 
runs  through  the  three  numbers.  In  the 
third  the  usual  instalment  is  represented  by 
Mr.  Overy  Taylor's  paper  on  Bavaria,  re- 
printed from  The  {Stamp- Collector' s  Magazine. 

The' article  entitled  "The  United  States 
Locals  and  their  History "  also  makes 
its  appearance  in  each  number,  and  will, 
unquestionably,  be  found  of  sterling  value 
to  all  who  take  an  interest  in  those  stamps, 
no    one  being    better    qualified    than    Mr. 


Coster  to  discourse  on  them  with  authority. 
In  the  September  number  we  get  a  very 
good  account  of  Don  Carlos,  his  pedigree, 
and  his  doings  prior  to  the  outbreak  of 
the  war.  The  October  number  contains 
the  opening  paper  of  a  series  on  the  Califor- 
nian  envelope  franks,  by  Mr.  Coster,  which 
promises  to  be  very  instructive. 

PAPERS    FOR    BEGINNERS.—  XLTI. 

BY    OVERY   TAYLOR. 
EUROPE. 

Jlitthtnb — continued. 

POST    CARDS. 

To  the  lovers  of  minutiae  the  Finland  cards 
offer  an  interesting  subject  of  study,  as  the 
variations  of  type  which  have  occurred  are 
numerous  and  puzzling.  The  first  card  was 
issued  about  the  end  of  1871.  M.  Moens 
gives  it  as  January,  1872  ;  but,  inasmuch  as 
it  is  described  in  The  8.  G.  31.  for  that 
month,  which  must  have  been  written  in 
December,  1871,  it  is  evident  that  he  is 
mistaken.  The  design  consists  of  a  cen- 
tral inscription  composed  of  the  word  kor- 
respondanskort,  in  an  arch,  for  beneath 
in  small  letters,  and  Finland  beneath  that 
again.  An  8  kop.  stamp,  of  the  same  design 
as  the  adhesive,  is  in  the  left  upper  corner. 
Three  dotted  lines  for  the  address  cross  the 
card,  the  first  commencing  with  the  word 
till,  the  last  writh  the  word  bestammelseort  ; 
then  come  two  lines  which  separate  the  ad- 
dress from  the  instructions,  which  are  con- 
tained in  two  paragraphs.  The  whole  is  en- 
closed in  a  neat  Etruscan  border ;  the  stamp 
and  inscriptions  are  in  green.  Of  this  first 
type  there  are  two  subtypes  : — 

(a).  Green  on  pale  buff. 

(b).  Dark  green  on  greenish  buff. 
The  border  in  subtype  h  is  one  millimetre 
(say,  one  twenty-fifth  of  an  inch)  longer  than 
that  of  subtype  a. 

In  October,  1872,  we  get  the  second  type, 
of  the  same  size  as  Type  1  5,  and  with  the 
same  Etruscan  border  and  8  kop.  stamp,  but 
the  inscription  korrespondanskort  for  fin- 
land  is  in  one  straight  line,  in  Roman  cha- 
racters, and  beneath  it,  in  two  straight  lines, 
run  the  Swedish  and  Russian  translations  of 
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the  inscription,  eacli  in  a  distinctive  lettering. 
The  dotted  lines  for  the  address  are  done 
away  with,  and  so  also  are  the  two  narrow 
lines  separating  the  instructions  in  lower 
margin  from  the  rest.  The  instructions 
themselves  are  condensed  into  a  single 
phrase,  occupying  one  line,  and  translations 
of  the  same,  in  Swedish  and  Russian,  occupy 
two  more  lines.  At  the  back  is  an  Etruscan 
border,  identical  with  that  on  the  front,  and 
interrupted  at  the  two  sides  and  the  top  by 
an  inscription  signifying  that  the  space 
within  is  reserved  for  the  communication. 
The  impression  is  in  green  on  buff. 

Particular  attention  should  be  given  to 
the  first  line  of  the  instructions  on  the  face ; 
it  reads  thus  : — Pa  framsidan  technas  endast 
adressen  och  adress-orten. 

The  third  issue  is  a  provisional  one.  It 
consists  of  the  second  type,  with  the  words 
Till  Ryssland :  adressen  pa  ryska,  and 
the  Swedish  and  Russian  equivalents,  sur- 
charged in  three  lines  of  small  black  type, 
surcharged  up  the  left  side.  They  occupy 
the  space  from  the  lower  margin  nearly  up 
to  the  stamp,  and  read  from  the  bottom  to 
the  top. 

The  fourth  issue  has  no  surcharge,  but 
the  first  line  of  the  instructions  reads  as 
follows  : — Pa  denna  sida  technas  endast  ad- 
ressen och  adress-orten.  Till  Ryssland  pa 
ryska. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  instruction  which 
was  surcharged  on  the  third  issue  is  incor- 
porated in  the  text  in  the  fourth.  Further- 
more, all  the  inscriptions  are  recast,      koe- 

EESPONDENSEOET      FOE      FINLAND     is     in     block 

types,  instead  of  in  Roman,  and  the  spelling 
is  altered  to  koerespondenseoet.  The 
Swedish  translation  is  in  Roman  small- 
type,  instead  of  German  text,  and  the  Rus- 
sian translation  in  a  narrow  elongated  type, 
instead  of  in  extended  round  block  charac- 
ters. Similar  changes  are  made  in  the  let- 
tering and  the  instructions,  but  none  in  those 
at  the  back. 

The  third  and  fourth  issues  are  struck  in 
green  on  buff  of  various  shades.  A  fifth  is- 
sue has  recently  made  its  appearance,  which 
I  have  not  yet  seen,  but  it  differs  in  one 
essential  point  from  all  the  rest ;  the  card  is 
flesh  coloured.    This  alone  would  distinguish 


it  sufficiently  ;  but  it  appears  that,  in  addi- 
tion, the  inscriptions  have  nearly  all  been 
composed  afresh,  in  different  characters,  and 
that  the  Etruscan  pattern  of  the  border  is 
larger,  and  each  separate  key-piece  spread 
out. 

Let  us  resume  the  more  prominent  of  the 
characteristics  above  given  in  a  reference 
list. 

First  type. — Dec.  1871.  eoreespondans- 
koet  FOR  Finland  in  three  lines,  the  first  one 
arched.     Three  lines  for  address. 

a.   Green  on  buff. 

I.  Dark  green  on  greenish  buff  (border 
yV  in.  longer). 

Second  type. — eoerespondanseort  foe  fin- 
land  in  one  straight  line,  and  below  it 
Swedish  and  Russian  translations  ;  at  back 
an  Etruscan  border  and  inscription. 

a.  1872.  eoreespondanskort,  &c,  in  Ro- 
man capitals  ;  first  line  of  instructions 
on  lower  margin ;  pa  framsidan  tecknas 
endast  adressen  och  adress-orten. 

Green  on  buff. 

b.  1872.  Same  as  a,  with  black  surcharge 
up  left  side — Till  Ryssland ;  adressen  pa 
ryska. 

Green  on  buff. 

c.  1873.  eoerespondenskoet,  &c,  in 
block  capitals  ;  first  line  of  instructions 
— Pa  denna  sida  technas  endast  adressen 
och  adress-orten.  Till  Ryssland  pa 
ryska. 

Green  on  buff. 

d.  1874.  Inscription  in  different  cha- 
racters ;  Etruscan  border  larger. 

Green  on  light  salmon. 
In  this  list  I  have  only  included  manifest 
differences  of  type,  disregarding  the  varieties 
due  to  the  comparative  glossiness  or  rough- 
ness of  the  card ;  it  only  remains  to  add 
that  the  8  p.  stamp  is  struck  separately,  and 
probably  after  the  rest  of  the  design  has 
been  printed. 

LOCAL    STAMPS. 

3f)clrangfor^ 

At  some  unascertained  date  a  private 
association  obtained  the  necessary  authority 
to  establish  a  local  post-office  at  Helsingf  ors, 
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and  it  would  appear  to  have  begun  issuing 
stamps  in  1866.  The  bond-fide  character  of 
the  emissions  has  been  generally  admitted, 
and,  perhaps,  no  better  proof  of  their 
genuineness — if  proof  were  needed — could 
be  adduced  than  that  which  is  contained  in 
the  fact  incidentally  alluded  to  by  Mr.  Max 
Joseph,  of  Gablonz,  an  old  and  well  known 
collector,  that  he  possesses  an  obliterated 
specimen  taken  from  a  letter  from  Helsing- 
fors,  and  duly  postmarked  l^th  January, 
1869.*  From  the  account  of  the  postal 
service  given  by  M.  Moons  in  1866,  it 
appears  that  it  consists  in  the  delivery  of 
letters  and  packets  within  the  town  of 
Helsingfors,  which,  as  most  of  my  readers 
are  aware  is  an  important  commercial  town. 
The  company  has  its  letter-boxes  scattered 
through  the  town,  whence  the  letters  are 
collected  five  times  per  day,  and  delivered 
from  house  to  house ;  in  short,  its  opera- 
tions resemble  to  some  extent  those  of  the 
second-class  American  local  posts. 

The  annexed  design  appeared  in  the 
spring  of  1 866 ;  the  diagonal  band  was 
jorvruKj^rx^rcr^n  printed  in  red,  and  the  rest 
p  /g||p%\  ?  °^  *ne  stamp  in  green.  In 
c  /*P  M£fi*ifi\  c  1868  a  second  edition  was 
issued,  with  blue  diagonal 
band,  and  the  rest  of  the 
stamp  brown.  The  trans- 
verse inscription  in  Swedish, 
stadspost,  and  the  Finnish 
inscription  in  upper  margin 
of  oval,  katjpungin  posti,  have  the  same 
meaning,  namely,  City  post.  In  like  manner, 
the  value  is  inscribed  in  Swedish  (petinia') 
on  the  left,  and  in  Finnish  (jienni)  on  the 
right. 

In  1871  the  current  type,  as  here  represent- 
ed, made  its  appearance.     It  is  printed  in 
two  colours — the  upper 
half  of  the  stamp  dia- 
gonally     from       upper 
right  to  lower  left  cor- 
in  red;    the  lower 
Whether 
they  have    any   special 
signification   has   never 
been    stated,    but     the 
Swedish       inscriptions, 

*  See  8.  C.  M.,  vol.  ix.,  p.  47- 


half  m  grce 


helsingfors  stadspost,  are  made  to  coincide 
with  the  red,  and  the  Finnish,  KAUPUNGlN 
posti  helsixgissa,  with  the  green. 

Another  design  was  discovered  by  M. 
Moens  in  1870,  and  is  included  by  him  in 
his  price  catalogue,  published  not  long  ago, 
but  no  one  has  heard 
anything  more  about  it, 
and  the  proof  of  its  em- 
ployment rests  on  a  soli- 
tary postmarked  specimen . 
dated  "  2nd  February, 
1860."  It  is  printed  in 
green  with  the  exception 
of  the  ground  of  the  small 
circular  disks,  which  is  red.  Whether  the 
present  or  any  other  local  post  company 
existed  in  1860,  is  a  thing  which  could  easily 
have  been  ascertained.  For  my  own  part  I 
cannot  understand  why  this  stamp,  if  really 
issued,  should  be  so  rare,  whilst  the  others 
are  common,  and  remain  unknown  for  ten 
years,  when  the  others  were  met  with 
as  soon  as  issued.  It  looks  like  a  mystifica- 
tion. 

Recently  the  Helsingfors  company  have 
issued  a  post  card  with  their  stamp  in  upper 
corner,  and  the  inscription  stadspost  ex  i 
helsingfors  in  lower  margin.  The  card  is 
folded  so  as  to  double  up,  and  has  a  narrow 
flap  for  convenience  of  closing  its  contents 
from  prying  eyes. 

The  Jooit  Stock  Helsingfors  Steamboat 
Company  has  just  issued  a  stamp  of  remark- 
able beauty  of  impression,  for  the  prepay- 
ment of  letters  carried  by  its  vessels  to  the 
islands  along  the  coast,  but  as  it  was 
described  only  a  couple  of  months  since  it  is 
unnecessary  to  refer  more  fully  to  it. 

^Tammerfors. 

The  solitary  stamp  for  Tammerfors  was 
issued  in  the  same  year  as  the  first  emission 
for  Helsingfors,  an  association 
at  Tammerfors  having  obtain- 
ed permission  to  set  up  a  local 
post.  The  transverse  bar  is 
blue,  the  rest  green.  Whether 
the  stamp  or  the  company 
still  exists  I  know  not.  We 
possess  the  birth  certificate  of 
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the  former,  and  since  its  appearance  was 
announced  nothing  further  has  been  said 
about  it. 

[The  discontinuance  of  The  S.  0.  AC.  necessarily  im- 
plies the  abrupt  cessation  of  the  series  of  "Papers  for 
Beginnei  s  "  which  lias  been  in  course  of  publication  since 
1870.  Whether  the  cessation  will  be  permanent  or  tem- 
porary I  cannot  yet  say,  but  I  take  leave  to  thank  the 
readers  of  this  journal  for  the  encouraging  reception  they 
have  given  to  the.-e  papers.— I  have  to  appeal  to  the  in- 
dulgence ofa  gentleman  writingfrom  Nashville,  Tennessee, 
to  allow  me  to  postpone  my  reply  to  his  query  re  the 
Lubeck  stamps.  The  description  of  the  forgeries  which  I 
copied,  as  stated  in  my  paper,  from  'I he  Philatelist  was 
written  by  Mr.  Atlee,  and  I  assumed  it  to  be  correct.  A 
hasty  examination  of  the  stamp  sent  by  my  Nashville 
correspondent  leads  me  to  fear  that  there  is  some  mistake, 
but  befoi'e  expressing  a  definite  opinion  1  should  require 
to  investigate  the  matter  fully.  I  will  take  an  early  op- 
portunity of  replying,  either  in  the  pages  of  The  Philatelist . 
or  of  the  Messrs.  Alfred  Smith  and  Co.'s  forthcoming 
Monthly  Circular. — Oveky  Taylor.] 


PERSONAL  MATTERS. 

[The  Berford  Express  Stamps. — The  Russian 

Locals.  ] 

Ox  page  70  of  the  present  volume  we  gave  a 
resume  of  the  history  of  the  Berford  express 
stamps,  as  published  in  The  American  Journal 
of  Philately  for  February  and  March,  from 
which  it  appeared  that  three  adhesive 
stamps  were  issued  by  Mr.  Berford,  in  1851, 
viz. : — 3  cents  black,  10  c.  purple,  and  2b  c. 
red.  Of  these  stamps  our  contemporary's 
editor — Mr.  J.  J.  Casey,  A.M. — stated  he 
had  fouud  a  number  in  Mr.  Berford's  scrap- 
book,  and  had  obtained  possession  of  them. 
Later  on — if  what  is  stated  be  true — Mr. 
Casey  informed  Mr.  Scott,  the  publisher  of 
The  A.  J.  P.,  that  he  had  discovered  the 
stones  from  which  the  Berford  stamps  were 
printed,  and  had  had  reprint  impressions 
taken  from  them.  These  reprints  he  disposed 
of  to  Mr.  Scott,  and  also,  it  appears,  to  Mr. 
C.  H.  Coster,  both  of  whom,  relying  on  their 
genuine  character,  have  since  offered  them 
to  European  dealers. 

So  far  all  is  plain  sailing.  That  adhesive 
stamps  were  really  issued  by  Mr.  Berford 
we  are  convinced  ;  in  the  first  place,  because 
one  of  the  values — the  10  c.  purple  or  lilac — 
was  seen  by  us  in  1865  (see  S.  C.  M.,  vol.  iii., 
p.  137)  ;  and  secondly,  because  since  the 
publication  of  the  account  of  the  Berford  ex- 
press in  these  pages,  a  correspondent,  resi- 


dent at  Oxford,  has  informed  us  (see  p.  94) 
he  has  had  a  10  c.  lilac  in  his  possession 
since  1864.  Moreover,  the  public  notice  of 
the  issue  of  these  stamps,  which  is  repro- 
duced in  The  A.  J.  P.,  is  said  to  have  been 
copied  out  of  The  New  York  Herald  of  the 
17th  June,  1851,  and  if  doubt  be  felt  as  to 
the  actual  existence  of  the  stamps,  there 
would  be  no  difficulty  in  verifying  the  asser- 
tion by  reference  to  the  files  of  The  Herald. 

The  authenticity  of  the  reprints  has,  how- 
ever, been  suddenly  questioned  in  an  unex- 
pected quarter.  A  number  of  The  Timbro- 
pkilist — a  paper  occasionally  published  by 
Mr.  S.  Allan  Taylor,  of  Boston — appeared 
in  September,  containing  an  article  headed 
."  The  Berford  Abominations,"  in  which  Mr. 
Taylor,  after  discoursing,  in  his  usual  style, 
on  the  facilities  and  temptations  which  exist 
for  inventing  local  postage  stamps,  wound 
up  by  declaring  that  he  had  ascertained  that 
the  stones  from  which  the  pretended  reprint 
Berfords  were  obtained  "  were  made  one  day 
last  winter  in  the  office  of  the  Xew  York 
Graphic  Company,  photo-lithographers,  and 
that  the  edition  consisted  of  300  sets,  which 
were  duly  paid  for  at  the  usual  price.  In  the 
concluding  sentence  of  the  article  he  adds, 
"  If .  the  promoter  and  concoctor  of  the 
Berford  stamps  has  any  reply  to  make  to 
this  assertion,  we  think  we  herewith  give  him 
a  fair  challenge."  What  happened  when 
the  paper  reached  Mr.  Scott,  the  publisher 
of  The  American  Journal  of  Philately,  is  re- 
lated by  himself  as  follows,  in  the  October 
number  of  that  periodical: — 

Upon  reading  the  above  paragraph,  Ave  requested 
Mr.  Casey  to  execute  an  affidavit  denying  what  we  sup- 
posed to  be  a  base  calumny  ;  but,  as  he  failed  to  respond, 
Ave  proceeded  to  the  office  of  the  Xew  York  Daily  Graphic 
Company,  accompanied  by  a  Avitness,  and,  upon  showing 
a  set  of  the  so-called  reprints  of  Berford's  stamps,  were 
informed  that  they  were  manufactured  by  them  from 
copies  left  by  a  person  exactly  answering  the  description 
of  J.  J.  Casey.  Comment  is" unnecessary,  hut  it  is  with 
feelings  of  the  greatest  sorrow  that  we  find  our  previous 
misgivings  contirmed  by  the  publication  of  the  above 
article.  Mr.  Casey  has  been  known  to  us  tor  many  years, 
and  until  lately  we  held  him  up  as  an  example  of  Avhat 
energy  and  intelligence  could  accomplish  in  improving  a 
man's  posi'.ion  in  society.  *  *  *  In  common  with 
many  collectors,  we  were  aware  of  his  having  placed  tAvo 
bogus  stamps  (Walker's  express  and  the  3  aspers 
Egyptian)  on  the  market;  but  he  has  so  often  expressed 
contrition  for  his  early  errors,  that  we  did  not  hesitate  to 
bestow  on  him  the  honourable  distinction  of  editing  this 
journal,  and  Avhen  he  told  us  that  he  had  discovered  the 
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stones  from  which  Berfbrd's  Express  stamps  were  printed, 
we  did  not  hare  the  slightest  doubts  of  his  veracity,  or 
hesitate  to  purchase  some  of  the  so-called  reprints. 

In  the  same  number  of  The  A.  J.  P.  ap- 
pears a  letter  from  Mr.  C.  H.  .Coster — a 
gentleman  whose  integrity  has  never  been 
questioned — which  reads  as  follows  :  — 

Dear  Sir,— Some  time  as*o  I  purchased  from  Mr. 
Joseph  J.  Casey,  a  considerable  quantity  of  what  he  re- 
presented to  "be  "reprints"  of  the  Berford  Express 
stamps,  and  on  the  strength  of  his  representations  I  sent 
the  majority  of  them  to  Messrs.  Stanley  Gibbons,  &  Co., 
C.  Van  Rinsum,  Esq.,  and  Mrs.  A.  Craig,  in  exchange  for 
stamps  received  from  them.  It  has  since  appeared  that 
these  Berford  stamps  are  counterfeits,  and  I  have,  there- 
fore, already  refunded  their  cost  to  the  above-named 
parties,  and  I  now  take  occasion  to  say  that,  as  there  is  a 
possibility  of  my  having  sent  a  few  other  copies  to  other 
correspondents, 'whose  names  I  have  overlooked,  I  will  be 
most  happy  if  they  will  remind  me  of  the  fact  to  make 
similar  reparation  to  them. 

I  bougbt  the  stamps  from  Mr.  Casey  in  good  faith,  and 
he  now  informs  me,  about  six  months  afterwards,  that  he 
sold  them  to  me  as  a  "practical  joke  of  the  highest 
kind." 

Yours  verv  trulv, 

CHAS.  H.  COSTER. 
This  is  a  plain  statement  of  the  charge 
against  Mr.  Casey.  His  reply  to  it  we  shall 
now  give.  It  is  contained  in  the  last  para- 
graph of  a  long  letter  he  has  addressed  to 
us  for  publication,  of  which  the  preceding 
portion  refers  to  a  subject  we  shall  discuss 
separately.     He  says  : — - 

As  to  the'other  matter  contained  in  the  journal  of  Oct. 
20,  Mr.  Scott  will  soon  be  called  upon  to  answer  before 
the  courts.  His  statements  are  slanderous,  libellous,  and 
malicious  falsehoods,  all  of  them.  I  have  placed  the  mat- 
ter in  the  hands  of  the  Hon.  A.  Oakey  Hall,  one  of  the 
ablest  lawyers  in  the  country,  who  has  begun  suit  against 
Scott.  There,  before  the  tribunal  of  justice,  he  must 
answer,  to  an  extent  he  has  little  dreamt  of,  for  endea- 
vouring to  defame  me,  who,  in  all  my  acquaintance  with 
him,  never  did  one  solitary  act,  directly  or  indirectly, 
to  injure  him  in  the  slightest ;  and  never,  direct!}'  or 
indirectly,  gave  him  the  remotest  occasion  to  ever  speak 
or  write  one  harsh  word  against  me. 

This  reply  is  in  itself  a  very  insufficient 
one.  Mr.  Casey,  if  he  has  decided,  as  he 
states,  on  taking  legal  action,  is  not  to  be 
blamed  for  prematurely  disclosing  such  an- 
swer as  he  may  have  it  in  his  power  to  make 
to  the  charge  brought  against  him  ;  but,  as 
lie  ;i<l dresses  his  letter  to  us  for  the  purpose 
of  publication,  and,  in  effect,  denies  all  know- 
ledge of  the  reprints,  he  cannot  wonder  if 
we  examine  how  far  the  accusation  is  sup- 
ported by  the  facts.  Mr.  Casey  declares 
that  every  statement  made  by  Mr.  Scott  is 
false,  but  he  does  not  refer  to  what  Mr. 
Coster  advances  in  his  letter. 


In  point  of  fact,  the  charge  does  not 
emanate  from  Mr.  Seott  alone,  but  from 
three  persons,  whom  we  will  mention  in  the 
order  in  which  they  appear  on  the  scene, — 
Mr.  S.  A.  Taylor,  Mr.  Scott,  and  Mr.  Coster. 

The  original  discovery  of  the  spurious 
nature  of  the  reprints  is  due  to  Mr.  S.  A. 
Taylor.  If  the  matter  rested  on  his  evidence 
alone,  we  should  hesitate  to  give  it  credence. 
Mr.  S.  A.  Taylor  is  the  Barnum  of  the  phi- 
latelic fraternity;  the  concocter,  par  excel- 
lence, of  humbugs,  of  which  he  first  pockets 
the  proceeds,  and  then  acknowledges  himself 
to  be  the  author.  His  proceedings  have 
often  been  the  subject  of  severe  stricture  in 
•  all  the  philatelic  magazines,  and,  finding 
himself  outlawed,  he  has  taken  his  revenge 
by  absurdly  calumnious  statements  respecting 
dealers  and  philatelists  in  general.  But  in 
this  instance  his  assertions  are  confirmed, 
and  whosoever  may  have  been  the  promoter 
of  the  Berford  reprints,  Mr.  S.  A.  Taylor  de- 
serves credit  for  having  discovered  their 
origin.  In  a  characteristic  letter,  which  he 
has  addressed  to  us,  he  says, — 

"  When  I  saw  by  the  price  lists  of  Gibbons, 
"  Friedmami,  and  others,  that  these  abor- 
"  tions  had  been  put  on  the  European  mar- 
kets, I  thought  it  wTas  worth  my  while 
"  to  look  up  the  matter.  ISTo  matter  if  I  was 
"a  notorious  swindler,  &c,  and  chief  of  a 
"  ring  of  counterfeiters,  et  a/,  I  never  was  ac- 
"  cused  of  being  a  fool,  or  of  being  readily 
"imposed  on,  so  I  went  to  work  on  the  Ber- 
"  ford  subject,  and,  after  a  very  tedious  and 
"  laborious  investigation,  occupying  and  ex- 
"  tending  over  a  period  of  two  months,  I  at 
"  last  discovered  that  the  Berford  locals  were 
"executed  by  the  X.  Y.  Graphic  Company, 
"from  designs  brought  to  them,  and  nut  from 
"  original  stones,  for  none  such  exist,  and  that 
"  the  stones  from  which  these  Berford  stamps 
"  were  made  and  printed  were  '  cleaned  off  ' 
"  when  the  job  was  done,  which  is  the  best 
"  kind  of  evidence  as  to  whether  they  were 
"  original  or  not." 

This  letter  contains  an  additional  argu- 
ment against  the  possibility  of  the  reprints 
being  genuine  which  is  worth  noticing,  and 
also  shows  that  the  initiative  in  the  matter 
was  spontaneously  taken  by  the  writer. 

As  to  Mr.  J.  W.  Scott's  part  in  the  mat- 
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ter,  Mr.  Casey,  in  his  letter  to  us,  would 
have  it  appear  that  his  action  was  guided 
solely  by  unworthy  motives.  Mr.  Casey  says 
that  he  edited  the  journal  until  '"he  found 
that  his  services  were  not  met  with  that  due 
appreciation,  that  courtesy  which  he  thought 
was  due  to  him  ;"  that  he  then  "  severed  his 
connection  with  Mr.  Scott"  (we  omit  the 
adjectives),  and  withdrew  his  support  from 
his  journal.  And,  he  adds,  "no  sooner  had 
I  withdrawn  than  Mr.  Scott  endeavours  to 
turn  *  *  his  malice  upon  me."  Of  course 
we  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  relations 
which  may  have  existed  between  Mr.  Scott 

•  and  Mr.  Casey,  but  it  is  due  to  Mr.  Scott  to 
point  out  that,  as  we  have  already  shown, 
the  accusation  respecting  the  Berford  locals 
did  not  originate  with  him.  He  found  it  in 
a  contemporary  paper,  he  gave  Mr.  Casey 
the  means  of  refuting  it,  and  upon  ob- 
taining confirmation  of  its  truth  he  pub- 
lished the  explanation  we  have  quoted,  and 
advertised  that  he  would  return  the  money 
he  had  received  for  the  reprints  sold.  His 
breaking  off  with  Mr.  Casey  appears  to  have 
been  sudden,  and  to  have  been  due  to  the 
discovery  of  the  disreputable  manner  in 
which  the  so-called  reprints  had  been  foisted 
on  collectors.  He  may  have  been  dissatisfied 
with  Mr.  Casey  on  other  grounds  ;  a  phrase 
in  his  explanatory  remarks  would  seem  to 
indicate  as  much ;  but  there  is  nothing  to 
show  that  the  charge  against  Mr.  Casey  was 
commenced  by  Mr.  Scott,  or  that  Mr.  Casey's 
secession  from  the  journal  preceded  it.  On 
the  whole  we  are  bound  to  say  that  Mr. 
Scott  appears  to  have  taken  the  only  course 
which  an  honest  man  could  adopt  under  the 
circumstances.  If  the  threatened  trial 
should  disclose  facts  which  would  vitiate 
this  conclusion,  we  shall  be  willing  to  make 
all  necessary  amends. 

Now,  with  regard  to  Mr.  Coster,  his 
statement,  if  true,  clearly  identifies  Mr.  Casey 
with  the  sale  of  the  reprints,  and  by  a 
fair  inference,  with  their  concoction.  The 
last  paragraph  of  his  letter  even  quotes  a 
reply  from  Mr.  Casey,  in  which  the  latter 
fully  admits  his  connection  with  these  frauds, 
and  declares  them  to  have  been  "  a  practical 
joke -of  the  highest  kind."  If  this  be  so, 
then  the  statements  of  Mr.  S.  A.  Taylor  and 


Mr.  Scott  cannot  be,  as  Mr.  Casey  asserts 
tliem  to  be,  "malicious  falsehoods,  one  and 
all."  If  ever  the  matter  comes  before  the 
courts,  Mr.  Coster  will  be  able  to  produce 
Mr.  Casey's  letter,  and  prove  the  accusation, 
or  it  will  fall  to  the  ground.  Assuming  the 
letter  to  be  in  existence,  the  reply  is  a  pitiful 
one.  An  English  collector  who  some  years 
ago  endeavoured  to  deceive  philatelists  in 
private  and  in  public,  when  brought  to  bay, 
made  use  of  a  similar  excuse,  but  ineffec- 
tually. His  imposition  was  laid  bare  and 
condemned,  as  it  deserved  to  be.  Mr. 
Casey's  reply  is  of  no  more  avail.  If  all  that 
is  stated  be  true,  he  first  got  the  reprints 
made,  and  then  published  the  elaborate 
history  of  the  Berford  stamps  which  appeared 
in  the  spring.  He  afterwards  made  known 
his  discovery  of  the  original  stones,  which  no 
one  in  New  York  appears  to  have  been  de- 
sirous to  see.  His  word  was  accepted  with 
a  credulity  which,  on  the  part  of  'cute 
Americans,  surprises  us,  and  he  scattered 
his  reprints  right  and  left — for  a  considera- 
tion. There  is  no  joke  at  all  about  the 
matter,  but  a  very  ugly  attempt  to  obtain 
money  on  false  pretences.  The  prima-facie 
evidence  is  dead  against  Mr.  Casey.  If  he 
can  prove  that  he  is  innocent,  no  epithet  will 
be  too  strong  to  stigmatise  the  combination 
against  him,  and  we  trust  that  it  will  be  in 
his  power  to  demonstrate  not  only  that  he  is 
guiltless  of  all  complicity  with  the  Berford 
abominations,  but  also  that  he  had  nothing 
to  do  with  the  bogus  Egyptian  3  aspers,  or 
the  stamp  which  was  said  to  have  been 
issued  by  an  express  significantly  entitled 
Walker. 

EUSSIAN   LOCALS.  '    . 

The  other  personal  matter  to  which  we 
have  to  refer  relates  to  the  discussion  on  the 
genuineness  of  the  Russian  local  stamps.  It 
will  be  in  the  remembrance  of  our  readers 
that  the  editor  of  The  American  Journal  of 
Philately  called  upon  us  some  months  ago  to 
satisfy  him  that  these  stamps  were  what 
they  were  said. to  be.  We  replied,  calling 
in  question  his  competency  for  his  self- 
appointed  post  of  judge,  and  this  elicited  a 
rejoinder,  in  which  we  ourselves  and  Messrs. 
Alfred  Smith  &  Co.  were  attacked  in  the 
most  virulent  manner.     The  article  in  The 


192 


THE  STASIP-COLLECTOR'S  MAGAZINE. 


\[Pi,  "^^^insultrag  insinuations  that 
Messrs  Smith  had  from  time  to  time  been 
pa.rt.es  to  the  sale  of  stamps  which  they  Inew 
to  be  spunous.  To  this  second  article  our 
own  self-respect  would  not  permit  of  our 
replying.  In  it  the  qnestion  of  the  Rusdan 
stamps  was  put  out  of  sight;  the  editor  of  TU 
the  J.-2  df  "'aiming  his  intention  of  acting 
the  part  of  a  judge,  assumed,  as  he  himself 

aUorne'  •  h%CharaCte1-  °f  a  " Prosecuting 
attorney,  and  acted  as  if  he  had  rehired 
for  brief  those  oft-quoted  instructions-"  No 
case,  abuse  the  other  side."     A  valued  con 

Krff  °r  took  apon  1,!msdf' ^--" 

bule^>/  af~ring  the  necessary  re: 
buke  to  The  A.  J.  P.  m  onr  October  number 
and  the  latter  journal  thus  refers  to  tn3 

Contl;oraS''e  "^  "^  "*•*?* 


part,  of  the  closino-  K11P<,  nf  «.«     i 
tractation,  which  ap^L^t^ 

declares   that  Mr    Scott  ha*  oi      Ual'     He 

expressed  in  language  the  re~™  J  !' 

and  that  ho  rvr  o?  uie/e^erse  of  elesrant. 
ana  that  he  (Mr.  S.)  was  the  instigator  of  thl 
glanderous  attack  on  oar  publisher 'whir* 

Mr^srtiCit1^  diS0^S-     ^5  to 
proofs    of J'tho        r?"  ,eVen   co-ected°the 
article    of   which   he   denies 
is  part 


i,^       ,_-"*'    ctiLicie    or   which   he 
having  had  any  knowledge.     With  th 


^f^^^^^-^e  October  nuni- 

and  is  as  usual  fu?l ? *ood  tMnTir^?^^  t0  hand> 
find  anvthin.suffiei^^0^;^11"^      hough  ,ve  do  not 

apologi  fng fo  ■    he    la 2d£  w"  *?  T'ly  "PP"****  of 
knowledge  or  consent  3  ^«\P       shed  Wlth°ut  our 

TVe  are  pleased  to  find  the  controversy 
terminate  m  this  manner,  though  we  cannot 
give  a  better  proof  of  our  indifference  to     °e 

a  tnthat°  werefe;'r  1  *°  *»  ™st°  *** 
tact  that  we  published  a   letter   from  Mr 

Casey  m  onr  last  number,  although  Te  had 

;innyedetahe°natr  T^  *  ™  he  ^  ^ 
penned  the  attack  on  us.     We  pnnhl  o#     i 

to  male  allowance  for  the  pSC^wJ 
winch  creeps  into  American  polemics  and  we 
did  not  fed  justified  in  closing  our  columns 
from  any  personal  motive  aga^st  a  prop™ 
for  the  establishment  of  a  philatelic  sSv 
m  the  States.  The  letter  from  Mr  (Wto 
ourselves,  to  which  reference  is  made  in  'tl  e 
first  part  of  this  article,  treats,  for  the  most 


Mr  Cas"^?,^  ^^ ;  °rit  ^  be  «ia 
ter  himseTf  P  f  P1'^f  m°rer  in  the  >*at- 
nnt  P?ir  £,CThaps  Short  is  the  man,  and 
not  Codlin.     The  circumstances  which  led  to 

and  erfl      '  °r  the  6rfent  iQ  Whi^  Publisher 
us     te  loT1'^  Pat6d  in  *  do  ^concern 

r»S  0nIy  ™m?jns  f«r  us  to  state  that  Mr 

w    Sn^hat3  h""  *"""&  "*"*"  Mh^ 

wutten  that  he  can,  w,thout  destroying  his 

consistency    retract.     He  is  sorry  ffhe  has 
stated  anything  untrue  or  uujnstf  and  ii  he 
has  done  us  any  injury  will  endeavour  to  re 
Pan  it;   adding  that  he  has  every  confidence 
m  our  publishers'  integrity  "-"^ence 

what"  wT  aCCUSe,S  Ur-  ScoH  oi  retracts 


TL%  i         "  wo"»  lu  oo  what  1S 

Ihis  much  noted  we  draw  the  curtain. 
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